Gossip
The

Bowl

The Alumni Magazine

P R I O R PA R K A L U M N I
A Community for Life

Issue 17, 2016

President’s Letter

From The Headmaster

A Veteran’s Perspective

IN THIS ISSUE:
President’s Letter

3

From The Headmaster

4-5

School News

6-7

Prior Park Alumni Update

8

Development Update

9

From The Archives

10 - 11
11

Alumni Cricket
Alumni Choir

12 - 15

People

16 - 17

Headmaster’s Academic Society

18 - 19

Weddings

19 - 21

Reunions

22 - 24

Alumni Sports

25

All The Gossip

35 - 37

Obituaries

38 - 39

Year Group Representatives

2

Once the formalities were over, parents and students laid
out picnics and alumni rep Carole Laverick and I wandered
down
to the Mansion for orange juice and canapés.
TERRY ILOTT
Through it all I struggled to make a meaningful connection
Class of 1968
between the school as it is now and the school as it was
in my day. The magnificent architecture hasn’t changed
and there is still an emphasis on the Catholic tradition, but nothing else really survives.
And so it is, I suppose, with all schools: the world moves on and schools move with it.
But in our case there is such a sharp and sudden break, dating precisely to 1980 when the
Christian Brothers left, that I really did feel in the Mansion Hall as if I spoke a language that
I could share with Tony and with no-one else. We relics of the Christian Brothers’ era are
like a vanishing Amazonian tribe. If they stumbled upon us, anthropologists would have a
field day.
We belong to a history that is largely unwritten (at least, from the schoolboy side)
and is soon to disappear; its ghostly remains will be found only in the PPA archive.
But then Tony reminded me that it was alumni from the CB era, who, working together with
the staff, put together the foundations on which the present institution is built. He reminded
me further that, throughout the arduous toil of post-1980 reconstruction and growth,
veteran alumni have been at the side of all four headmasters. Coming from Tony, whose
generosity was largely responsible for the new sports hall, the truth of this observation
cannot be denied. So there is a connection after all. It is one of which all veterans can be
a part.

Terry Ilott
Prior Park Alumni President
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Speech Day, Saturday 2nd July 2016. Tony Bury (1970)
was there, but otherwise no-one I recognised from
my era. The event went smoothly, the students were
uniformly impressive, the speakers were excellent and
the principal guest, Ann Widdecombe, proved to be a
natural entertainer.
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The Curriculum Challenge
Part of my ambition as
headmaster is to push
the college forward on
every front.
In September 2016, Prior Park College will
have over 600 students for the first time.
Whilst this is an achievement to celebrate,
I am conscious that, to maintain the college’s
special ethos and environment, numbers
have to be contained.
This is one of the primary reasons we have
opened a sister school in Gibraltar; we
can continue to develop as a group while
maintaining the special feeling of Prior Park,
where every student is known as an individual.
But there is more to it than just our sense of
community. I recently charged the academic
staff to approach our future curriculum
with a blank piece of paper, to create an
educational framework that enshrines our
values but which allows our students to
be fully prepared for the ever-changing
world. The early feedback has included

some of the most impressive pieces of work
I have read, and I am very excited about
sharing these plans with our students
and parents in the near future. We will be
establishing a Prior Park Baccalaureate that
will stretch and stimulate our students.
We will maintain academic rigour at every
level and add to this a bespoke curriculum that
will challenge our students to develop their
intellectual breadth, with the introduction of
the theory of knowledge, an Extended Project
Qualification for every student and lessons
in critical thinking.
Students will also undertake a personal
development programme, which will
introduce them to entrepreneurship, work
experience, community participation and
exposure to the great Prior tradition of an
all-round education - with opportunities in
music, drama, sport and outdoor education.
I believe that the greatest service we can
offer our students is to support them in their
own development. We want them to become
confident, caring, kind and outward looking.
We want them to serve their friends, families
and the wider community in whatever walk of

life they choose. We want them to be open to
faith so that they have a sense of perspective
in their lives and have something to fall back
on in hard times as well as to be thankful for
when times are good.

“

“
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the great Prior
tradition of an all-round
education

We also want them to be adventurous,
entrepreneurial, ‘open to the challenge’,
prepared to take the (calculated) risk, to be
resilient when things go wrong and to be ever
resourceful.
Our hope and expectation is that our new
curriculum will help achieve all of this.

James Murphy-O’Connor
Prior Park College Headmaster

The Gossip Bowl
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School News

College
Recent years have seen a trend
towards switching schools after Prep
and GCSE, with parents balancing
educational needs with financial
constraints and students often
looking for fresh faces and new ideas.

Florence Robertson
Prior is a net beneficiary of this trend,
with a large number of applicants
seeking to join, especially in the sixthform. College has a justified reputation
for providing an all-round education:
in the Lent term this year, there were
more than 60 co-curricular activities
scheduled every week – from art
club to wind quintet, via maths clinic,
tennis and textiles.
College always puts strong emphasis
on community and student welfare
while delivering excellent academic
results: students sat GCSEs in 29
subjects in 2015, with one in five
achieving 10 or more passes at A
grade or better. It is also attracting
increasing numbers of applicants from
overseas, including Mexico and China.
The year has seen an unusually large
number of staff retirements and hence
the recruitment of new teachers.
With an average of more than 25
applicants for each post, the calibre
of the new recruits is uniformly high.
One key leaver is deputy head Denis
Clarke, who first joined Prior back
in 1978 and is therefore well-known
to generations of alumni (see page
12). In common with a number of
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independent schools, Prior recently
pulled out of the official school
rankings. At the same time, a new
initiative is underway to revamp the
school curriculum (see page 3). As
part of these changes, the school
is establishing an entrepreneurship
academy, with support from parents
and alumni. Among the latter is Tony
Bury (1970), who is, in fact, one of the
chief instigators of this initiative.
The year saw the opening of the
new sports hall and the new sixthform centre and the coming year
will see refurbishment of the fabric
of the estate, including replacement
of the all-weather pitches. These
pitches have seen many a hockey
success and perhaps the highlight
of the sporting year was the final of
the National Under 18 Boys’ Hockey
plate, played at the Olympic Park, in
which Prior beat Merchant Taylors 4-3
on penalties.
Among the many contributions
made by alumni to the life of the
school this year were the recital
given by opera singer Connor
Baiano (2013), the talks given to
the Headmaster’s Academic Society
by Isobel Neville (2006) and Louise
Iberson Hurst (2008) and the advice
offered by two dozen or so alumni
at the sixth-form careers fair. The
PPA Music Prize 2016 was awarded
to Josh Greacen, a versatile and
charismatic solo singer and actor,
pianist and guitarist, while the William
Genders Prize for art was awarded to
Joel Butler and Florence Robertson.

Cricklade

Gibraltar

I have been hugely impressed with our pupils’
motivation, participation, curiosity, interest and
achievement in a wide range of curricular and cocurricular activities.

Over the last couple of months we have been
busy meeting with students and their parents
to discuss our plans for the new school, the
first independent, co-educational senior
school to be opened in Gibraltar.
In addition to the children completing a short
skills-assessment to help us ascertain their
current academic level, these meetings have
given me the opportunity to understand further
quite how passionate Gibraltarians are about
education and in providing their children with
the very best opportunities.
We open with ten full-time teaching staff
but this will increase as the school develops.
Through careful selection of high-calibre,
multi-disciplined teachers, we have managed
to offer a broader range of GCSEs than
originally thought, adding music, French and
Italian to the options. The co-curriculum
is also richer, providing a balanced range of
activities based around the three pillars of
our programme: 1) service and leadership,
2) creativity, and 3) activity and team
sports. The school premises required vast
refurbishment but our contractors remain on
schedule to deliver a fantastic 21st Century
school whilst retaining the heritage of the
building.
When full, the school will have 240 pupils. At
the moment we do not foresee that withdrawal
from the EU will pose an insurmountable
challenge.

Peter Watts
Headmaster

The Paragon
In sport, a number of teams have achieved clean sweeps,
writes headmaster Andrew Harvey.
Among the highlights were the following: twelve children
in years 5 and 6 qualifying for the National Biathlon Finals
at Crystal Palace, with Jess Lawton coming second in the
country; the Under 11 Six-a-Side Cricket Team winning
the Colston’s Tournament; the Under 11 Girls’ Hockey
Team being unbeaten in all inter-school matches; the
Under 11B Boys’ Hockey Team winning the All Hallows
Tournament; and the Under 9As winning the Colston’s
rugby tournament for the first time.
Art is a strong feature of the school and our many visitors
are often surprised that children so young can produce
work of such quality. Art trips have included visits to an
exhibition at the Holburne Museum, while year 4 were
inspired by Tudor portraits at Montacute House and year
5 were lucky enough to meet renowned local artist and
Prior parent Peter Brown here at the college.
The Paragon has always had a strong musical tradition
and this year’s highlights included Joyful Noise performing
with the Bath Bach Choir, while the Mid Somerset Festival
saw the Brass Group, Clarinet Quartet, Samba Band,
Chamber Choir and Joyful Noise all winning their classes.
Not to be outdone, our plays this year have been hugely
entertaining and, unbelievably, pretty much word perfect.
The year started with our youngest starring in the
atmospheric Nativity Play, followed by year 4’s highly
amusing adaptation of Dragon. Years 5 and 6 produced a
wonderful production of Hoodwinked that took us back to
the time of Robin Hood and his merry band. Overall, we
are in very good heart.

STEM – the group’s journey through Science,
Technology, Engineering or Maths - certainly
broadened the children’s horizons, starting with a
visit by Dr Catherine Green, a microbiologist from
the Wellcome Trust Centre for human genetics at
Oxford University. Senior pupils also visited Cranfield
Defence Academy, followed by a group trip to
Hewlett Packard UK Headquarters.
Outstanding performances at Young Voices, the
Christmas Carol Service, the senior production of
The Lion King, the junior production of The Jungle
Book, Ceroc dancing, notable individual examination
achievements, mass at PPC, St Cecilia’s, the Spring
Gala Concert, a Georgian Day at PPC and textile
project, certainly enriched the children’s creativity.
Team and individual successes at school, district,
county, national and international level have been
achieved in athletics, cricket, equestrian, fencing,
hockey, netball, football and swimming: all are a
testament to the children’s determination, ability
and strength of character.
A successful, first-ever PPPS ski trip to Alpe d’Huez
was a post-Christmas highlight. The ‘Prior Award’
continues its popularity alongside that of our Senior
Enrichment programme. Academically, our children
have achieved and enjoyed the Shakespeare Day and
the Maths Challenge.
Our 11+ awards, 13+ Common Entrance passes
and entry to first-choice senior schools are proof
of the secure, supportive and all-round education
the children receive at Prior Park. Our community
cohesion goes from strength to strength with our
new HOPIN (helping other people in need) initiative.
We were privileged to host a series of Lenten Lectures,
which reinforced our ‘open door’ approach to past,
present and prospective pupils, parents and friends,
all of whom are warmly welcome to visit.

Mark Pearce
Headmaster

Josh Greacen

The Gossip Bowl
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Prior Park Alumni Update

Friend-raising not Fundraising
A day in the life of the PPA representative
All staff at College get in early. I am no
exception. Typically, I deal with 70 incoming
emails a day. All need a response and many
responses need research.

promoted and delivered. Or I might get the
opportunity to take photographs for the
website, for the archive and for the Gossip
Bowl.

I work on the digital archive, which has
become a passion: collating photos,
identifying names and faces. I attend to
welfare tasks, such as a hospital visit, sorting
out a memorial mass or talking on the
telephone with vulnerable alumni, passing
them on if need be to someone better
qualified.

Each week brings visitors: 85 alumni, family
and friends turned up last year, fewer than
ten by prior appointment. If I can, I give them
a tour and listen to their stories of times
past. Then on to the Gossip Bowl: I collate
nuggets of news from every phone call, email,
Facebook posting and visit. I also negotiate
with designers and printers and, working
with our editorial sub-committee, make sure
that copy is commissioned and delivered.

Then there is our social media activity: this
year alone I have contacted more than 1,000
alumni through Facebook, and on Linkedin,
I have encouraged young alumni to help each
other with career networking. I have a break
for lunch when I can swap notes with other
members of the Prior team.
Then it might be event planning: we facilitate
a huge variety of reunions, sporting events,
farewell parties, music celebrations and
networking opportunities (30 such events
this year) as well as careers fairs and
attendance at Prior’s dramatic, musical,
sporting and art programmes. Alumni
participation in all of these has to be planned,

I might then have to find a speaker: the
school needs inspirational, informative,
passionate alumni to talk about their lives
and careers. After a cup of coffee, I might
update the website with the calendar of
events and news.
Every day I liaise with the president of the
PPA by phone or email and we meet every
month to go through our action list. I engage
with other members of the PPA committee
as needed: each has responsibilities and
action lines of their own and we work on
many fronts.

Every Wednesday, I meet with our sixth-form
liaison reps to talk about the PPA’s presence
in the life of the school. Every term we have
a PPA committee meeting – agendas have to
be prepared and minutes written - and once
a year we have a year group reps’ meeting.
All the while, I am not just responding to
ideas but coming up with ideas of my own.
At the end of the day, I might find time to
send out condolences to next of kin, update
Prayer Corner on our website or post a
birthday card to a veteran. And finally, some
admin: collating invoices, filing or revising
the database.
The work is exhausting, often hilarious and
sometimes sad. I laugh and cry every day,
sometimes both at once, as when Hector
McCormick recently told me he had got
into RADA after two years of trying. In taking
this job I seem to have adopted a couple of
thousand charges and that is what makes it
so rewarding.

Carole Laverick

When I Was

Communities of Interest TEN

It is easy to say that the PPA exists primarily to
enrich the lives of its members, but, in the era of
social media, how are we to do that?
Well, one way is to make a stronger connection
between alumni and the school. In addition to
the ever-popular alumni sports, we want to
contribute to the decision-making resources
available to the students.
We can do this by establishing communities of
interest in a number of fields, such as business,
medicine, education, law, science, engineering
and the creative industries, all of which can
bring current students and alumni together.
With the new developments in the school
curriculum (see page 3), it could be that the
entrepreneurs among us become the first
such community. Entrepreneurs willing to get
involved should contact Carole at the PPA.
Another approach is to build bridges between
alumni of different generations, for example by
encouraging older alumni to offer mentorship
and networking opportunities to new graduates.
Here again the communities of interest could
have a vital role.

In addition, we can contribute to the wider
community through social enterprises in which
both alumni and current students play a part.
And we can give greater emphasis to alumni
welfare, including support from the young to
the old.
To achieve all this, we have to strengthen both
our grassroots organisation and our fitness
for purpose, especially our use of information
technology. All these are among the initiatives
launched by the PPA in the past year. They will
take a while to come to fruition. Meanwhile, two
other recent initiatives - the revamped website
and the online archive – are up and running.
I commend you to take a look.
I commend you also, if you can, to sample
the school’s outstanding theatre and musical
events. Last year, among a range of offerings, we
had The Crucible, The Marriage of Figaro and
Hairspray. This year we have Hamlet. You can’t
get much more enriching than that.

Alumni Relations Representative

Terry Ilott
Prior Park Alumni President

New Committee Members
Freya Postles and Ho-Sing ‘Star’ Yu have joined the PPA committee as our new
sixth-form liaison reps, replacing Roberto Pitchford-Pecchia and Sophie Atkin.
Freya joined Prior in September 2010 and Star, from Hong Kong, joined in 2012.
At the same time, Denis Clarke and Malcolm Bond have joined the PPA committee
following the departures of David Thomas and Eileen McPeake.

Carole Laverick
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Making chocolates for People Against Poverty

More chocolates for Class of 2016!

The other members of the committee are Terry Ilott (President), Suzannah AngeloSparling (Vice-President), Simon Howell (Welfare), Paul O’Dea (Social Enterprise),
Christopher Liu (Music), Scott Parker (Website Design), Simon Morgan (Archive),
Darren Crawford (Sports), Tony Bury (Entrepreneurship), James Murphy-O’Connor
(Headmaster), Melanie Ball (Director of Development) and Carole Laverick (Alumni
Relations Representative).

I wanted to be a footballer but at
Prior there was no football. I ended
up a doctor of Chinese medicine
and, at 63, I am a full-time househusband and parent of three young
children. I didn’t foresee any of it.
Andy Colombini (1970)
It wasn’t what I wanted to be at
ten, it was what I wanted to do.
I wanted to have fun. Twenty years
into my career and it is the only
thing that guides my decisions
even now.
Alistair Bryan (1989)

I wanted to follow my dad into
medicine. So I did art, economics
& politics and history at A-level
(no, me neither). At 18, I had the
option of hotel management at
Birmingham or medicine at RCSI,
Dublin. After 30 years as a GP,
I can say I made the right choice.
Charles Murray (1968)
When my youngest daughter
Sarah was taking her A-levels
she asked me if, when I was her
age, I knew what I wanted to do.
My reply was I didn’t know then
and I still didn’t know. But, now
that I am retired, it doesn’t really
matter.
Andrew Colter (1968)
For myself, I’ve always wanted to
become a professional rugby player
and I’m still chasing that dream.
However, I also had a drive to join
the Fire Brigade when I was younger.
This career path has somewhat
fizzled out as I’ve become older, but
I’ve always had the utmost respect
for this profession and always will.
Kieran Kelly (2015)

The Gossip Bowl
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Development Report

Supporting Our Students
Through Bursaries
To keep our school community vibrant, we need diversity,
including pupils from less advantaged backgrounds. To achieve
this we have launched a bursary appeal. It is our aim to raise an
initial £2m fund, which will be maintained annually thereafter.
Such a fund could support 20 full scholars for the whole of their
schooling. With your support we can create and preserve this
legacy for future generations. The bursary fund will resonate
with many of you who were beneficiaries of the assisted places
scheme (1980 - 1997) that enabled you to have a Prior education.
There is no such state support today and the bursary fund will
be vital in preserving the social diversity that is central to our
modern Christian Catholic identity.

New All-Weather Pitch
The current all-weather pitch is 25 years old. The
surface has not been renewed in that time. It is not
floodlit, which means that during the winter months
we can only use it for after-school activities by hiring
floodlights at significant cost. We have invested heavily
in recent years to improve our indoor sports facilities,
culminating in the opening of The Bury Sports Centre
in 2015. We will now begin constructing additional
outdoor facilities that take our pupils’ opportunities to
a higher level. We need to raise £600,000 to construct
an all-weather surface and expand our current footprint.
As Director of Hockey Alan Hall hangs up his boots after
40 years, this would be a fitting tribute to his legacy of
excellence.

The Next Generation
Many who are unable to give as much as they would like in
their lifetime find a legacy gift is an attractive alternative. One
advantage of making a bequest, whether it takes the form
of cash, shares or property, is that The Prior Foundation is a
registered charity (number 281242), ensuring that all gifts
reduce, and are often exempt from, inheritance tax, provided
that the donor is a UK taxpayer. Making a will is a sensitive
task and, of course, provision for your family must take priority.
However, we hope that you will consider including The Prior
Foundation. The pupils of Prior will be the real beneficiaries
of this generosity, so thank you.

www.priorparkalumni.com

TEN

I wanted to be an actress. I’m now
in recruitment and have found that
executive search is full of ex-actors
and actresses.

Our Lady of the Snows

Inspired by the Jacques Cousteau
TV programmes, I wanted to be a
marine biologist. 43 years on, I am
the professor of Marine Biology at
Bangor University.

The Chapel is the spiritual heart of the school. To meet the
needs of today’s Prior Park community, we are seeking support
for internal improvements and enhancements, such as sound,
lighting and seating - providing facilities that allow more
flexible use for spiritual and appropriate secular activities.
These works will help improve participation and enjoyment
for our congregation and visitors and thereby to realize our
vision of developing deeply-rooted Catholic Christian values
throughout our community.

David Thomas (1980)
My grandmother constantly urged
me to be a priest while my mother
(a nurse) wanted me to be a doctor.
So I went to art school and from
there into financial journalism,
then the film industry and finally
academe. Logical, really.
Terry Ilott (1968)

A Sporting Dynasty
Sixth Form trip to New York

News from Overseas

In July, we had a trip to South
Africa, to meet up with an alumni
in both Cape Town and Durban.
And this November a delegation
from Prior Park is scheduled to
return to Hong Kong, which we
last visited in 2012.

Over the years we have welcomed
many HK pupils to Prior. We will
be visiting our overseas agents as
well as exhibiting at The British
Council Schools’ Education Fair.
Most importantly, we will be
hosting a reunion for former
pupils and their families. We hope
to see as many of you as possible.
For more information, or if you
can help with organising this trip,
please contact the development
office.

To offer your support to any of these initiatives, please contact Melanie Ball direct on +44 (0)1225 835353 (ext 257) or by email at mball@thepriorfoundation.com
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When I Was

Justine Gallen (1986)

In December, we enjoyed a great
sixth-form trip to New York.
Former students Daniel Delaney
and Graham Hogg (both 1999)
regaled the students with stories
of their adventures. Thank you
Daniel and Graham.

Alan Hall playing hockey on the all-weather pitch

From The Archive

Prior Park 1935: the Camachos and their
cousins, the Andrade boys, arrive for the
start of a new term.
The tall boy at the back is George Camacho,
then aged 16. The three boys on the left
are Desmond (14), Basil (13) and Malcolm
(9) Andrade. The boys on the right are
Bernard (9), Frederick (15) and Robert (13)
Camacho. The three Andrade brothers all
played rugby and hockey for British Guiana.
George Camacho was an outstanding
cricketer, captaining British Guiana.
He was the father of Stephen Camacho,
who opened the batting for the West Indies
and was said to be the best administrator
West Indies cricket ever had, serving as
secretary of the Board and then CEO until
his retirement in 2009. Frederick, known as
Philip, was outstanding at cricket, hockey
and athletics.

Robert, known as Bobby, was a world-class
hockey player, turning out for the England
Schools XI, Guyana and the West Indies. He
played First Division hockey for Tunbridge
Wells until he was 53. Bernard, known as
Barney, was the champion cross-country
runner of Somerset.
The Prior tradition carried on into the next
generation of Camachos, with Brian (class
of 1967) and Robin (class of 1968), both
of them outstanding cricketers. Brian, who
sent us this photo, is an architect living in St
George, Trinidad & Tobago.
His researches into his family history
have been very helpful in filling in gaps
in the PPA’s new online archive, of which
this photo and others from Brian’s
collection will now be a part. The archive
can be accessed via the alumni website www.priorparkalumni.com.

At ten? I have never known what I
wanted to be and still don’t. I ended
up in events, via banking and other
nefarious endeavours. Life presents
many forks in the road and I have
never regretted my choices.
Martin Fowler (1983)
When I was ten, I was building
model aircraft by the score. I was
selected for pilot training in the
Navy, but had a slight accident
that damaged an eye. I befriended
a young lady who worked for BOAC,
and it was she who persuaded me
to join that company. I retired two
years ago after an amazing career,
which I would happily repeat.
Steve Sturton-Davis (1968)

I wanted to be a teacher. At 46,
I am now a director of finance.
And, believe me, there is a lot to
discuss between the two!
Sue Hall (1988)

The Gossip Bowl
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Alumni Cricket
When I Was

TEN

I wanted to be a pilot in the RAF but
I failed due to my eyesight. I went
through the officer selection for a
ground post and failed that as well.
It wasn’t until my late-twenties that
the thought occurred to become
an entrepreneur. It has become a
serial habit and I would not change
it for the world.
Tony Bury (1970)

Ed Borton sweep shot

Lincoln Rupesinghe bowled out

Old Boy Peter Haddon

James Harper

A Memorable Encounter
On an overcast Sunday afternoon, with the threat of drizzle ever present,
the Prior Park Old Boys XI gathered once again to take on the College 1st XI.
The format was to be an adapted version of
the previous year’s game in that both sides
would have two 15-over innings with a break
for tea in the middle.
The old boys began well against a youthful
college team. Strokes to all parts of the
ground saw us up to 40-odd for 0 off not
many. Then a cracking yorker removed Peter
Borton. Cue the arrival of James Harper.
Some big hitting ensued. After a quickfire
30-odd, James was caught and bowled.
Enter Charlie O’Brien. He continued to push
the run-rate forward with some elegant
drives mixed in with the odd big hit. Then it
was my turn. After my big score last year, the
tension was palpable. But I departed in short
order, bringing James Power to the crease.
Charlie was out with the score on 111 and
James soon followed, leaving Peter Haddon
and Lincoln Rupesinghe stranded in the
middle. The Old Boys had scored 121 for 6
off 15 overs, a more than respectable tally.
Our attack opened with Messrs Simcox and
Fane-Gladwin, with good line and length
from one and excellent use of flight and drift

10
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from the other. The College XI was soon at
a precarious 16 for 2, a diving catch from
Peter Borton having removed a very talented
young college batsmen who will no doubt
be plaguing the OB’s for years to come. At
this stage the Old Boys had the advantage.
With the openers off, it was time for the first
bowling change in the form of Lincoln and Ed,
the senior Borton.
Lincoln’s bowling was almost too good to
get a wicket. From the other end, Borton
senior kept the batsmen (and fielders)
guessing with an eclectic mix of spin, seam
and even the odd donkey drop. The pressure
(and confusion) ultimately led to a wicket,
reducing the College XI to 69-3.
With the pressure mounting, a mini collapse
ensued, leaving the College with 89 for 6 off
15 overs. The Old Boys had a 32-run lead
heading into tea. When we returned to the
field, the clouds had parted and, basking in
glorious sunshine, the cricket ground was a
picture.
In the early stages, it was again a fairly
one-sided affair, with Ed Borton playing an

impressive array of shots, including several
reverse sweeps and even the odd ramp shot
on the way to a superb 57. He was then
caught. Charlie fell for a sharp 10 after some
swashbuckling straight drives. I fell to the
first ball and shortly thereafter Lincoln also
fell to a good delivery.
Peter Haddon and Bob Rayner saw the
innings through, bringing our eventual total
to 95 for 5, leaving College with 128 required
for victory. A tall order.
With the track drying out and clear blue skies
overhead, the bowling conditions changed
and the game soon became decidedly tense.
Some excellent, aggressive batting from the
College XI meant that with two overs to
play College needed five runs to win. A pull
to square midwicket sealed victory for the
school in the penultimate over and brought
to an end a memorable fixture.

Harry Elias
Alumni Cricket Representative

My father was a pilot in the RAF
and all I wanted to do was fly. Then,
shortly after my tenth birthday,
Yuri Gagarin became the first man
in space. I decided to become an
astronaut! I still fly whenever I
can but confine myself mostly to
sailplanes and nurse my jealousy
of Tim Peake.
Ron Turley (1968)

Captain Harry Elias and Peter Haddon

Malcolm Bond and Tom Simcox

I wanted to be a professional
wrestler. I partially realised my
ambition when we had a charity fair
in St. Peter’s, one of the highlights
of which was a wrestling match
between Rob Camacho and me.
I felled him with a drop kick! In
adult life, alas, I went into banking.
Tim Heining (1968)

Alumni Choir
The alumni choir event in May was a great
success. Some familiar faces from the classes
of 2014 and 2015 attended, as well as a few from
previous years, including Royal Opera House
regular Luke Price.
All were happy to be under the direction of Mr
Robertson and singing Haydn’s Little Organ
Mass, one that all Prior choristers know and
love. Being part of the choir again proved to be
great fun, and a delicious brunch rounded off the
morning of singing. Afterwards, there was a tour
of school and the last of the visiting alumni didn’t
leave the premises until late in the afternoon.

Inspired by a chance meeting
with Chuck Norris, I decided that
I wanted to be a make-up artist.
However, helping with make-up
on a play at Prior I realised I was
terrible at it. I still love movies but
the only person I practise make-up
on now is me.
Johanna Gardner (1990)
I wanted to follow my father’s
footsteps into the army. This
changed when I joined the CCF at
Prior. But once I had changed my
mind, I couldn’t decide what to do.
I still can’t!
Chris Cutcliffe (1968)

The Gossip Bowl
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A Friendship Forged in Stone - Bath Stone
A catapult might not be the instrument that immediately springs to mind
in forging a friendship that has survived over the course of 74 years, but a
catapult it was.

Farewell to Denis Clarke
This summer saw the retirement of Denis Clarke, much-loved deputy head
and stalwart of College for 38 years.
support for his colleagues and his close to my post, only to find that Denis had been
attention to the needs of the students had at his desk for the whole of the previous
been crucial to the creation of the school as fortnight.
it is today. At an earlier farewell in London,
“Asking after my welfare as he always
He served under five headmasters:
65 alumni had joined with the head and other
does, he usually follows up with a lengthy
Bro Miller, Patrick Tobin, Jeremy Goulding,
members of staff to sing a rousing rendition
exposition of how he has averted certain
Giles Mercer and James Murphy O’Connor.
of For He’s A Jolly Good Fellow.
disaster on the school trip to Mont Blanc
Here is an extract from the tribute by Tom whilst simultaneously writing six policies and
Simons, academic deputy head: “Every child helping the head cope with Ireland losing in
deserves a champion – an adult who will rugby.
never give up on them, who understands the
“There is, I have to say, more than a touch of
power of connection and insists that they
the Machiavelli in the way that Denis can
become the best that they can possibly be.
slay an ill-judged argument with a roll of the
“In Denis the pupils have had that champion, eyes or a side glance that tells you to think
and throughout his tenure he has tirelessly harder before you speak. Add that to his
and assiduously worked to ensure that every simply astounding range of vocabulary.
pupil has the opportunity to flourish, whilst
Before Ralph Allen lecture
“During Denis’ tenure, the school has risen
recognising their responsibility to their peers
from around 200 boys to over 600 mixed
At this year’s Speech Day, Messrs Tobin, and others.
pupils. In that time, I calculate that as many
Goulding and Mercer returned to College to
“Whilst I can haplessly emulate Eeyore, Denis as 5,000 young men and women will have
join in the tributes to Denis’ years of service.
is most certainly Tigger. Working closely with benefited from his care.“
Ever modest, Denis sat somewhat him has been a revelation, and a chance to
In retirement, Denis will not sever his
uncomfortably as praise was heaped upon see first-hand the powerhouse that he is. The
links with College entirely: among other
him and expressions of gratitude were daily routine that us mortals follow simply
commitments, he has agreed to join the
expressed by staff and students alike. All does not apply to Denis. How many times
committee of the PPA.
agreed that Denis had been the true beating have I arrived at the office in the holidays,
heart of College and that his unstinting puffed up with righteousness at my devotion
Denis arrived at Prior in 1978 and thus
witnessed the closing chapter of the
Christian Brothers’ era.
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The year was 1942. The scene: Form 3 in St after the Christian Brothers withdrew. It was
Peter’s, with Brother Hayes taking the class on the first day of the next term that we
on the second day of the September term. found we had an interest in common. On
I was a new pupil and was given a double New Year’s Day, I had gone to a meeting of
the hunt at Biddestone and I was still full of
desk with another new boy called Bennett.
the experience when school resumed.
Fergus Lyons was at a desk on the other side
of the room and up to that point I had not I then discovered that Fergus was a member
noticed him. However, Brother Hayes had and of the Berkeley and had his own horse.
he was suspicious. He swooped and in Fergus’ Somehow that sealed the friendship.
desk he found a catapult. For some reason
In the Easter holiday, I spent a weekend at his
this ranked fairly high on the list of offences.
home and rode his horse, badly. It was the
His punishment was to be moved next to me,
beginning and end of my horsemanship, but
replacing Bennett who now vanishes from
not of my visits to his home, where the tennis
this narrative.
court was an enormous attraction and where
Friendship was not cemented immediately. his parents always made me welcome. I left
After all Fergus was very much senior to Prior in 1948 to join the Royal Artillery and
me (he had started two years before), Fergus left in 1949 to become a solicitor. After
he was already becoming an outstanding qualifying he also joined the Royal Artillery
sportsman and, as we know now, he was before transferring to the Intelligence Corps.
destined to become first chairman of After leaving the army, in which we were both
governors when Prior became a lay school commissioned, I took a law degree at Oxford.

Gerald and Fergus in 1958

All the time we had kept in contact. We went
on holiday together to France, where we met
President Coty, and Austria where Fergus
skied while I wondered at the majesty of the
mountains. We have walked hundreds of
miles together and shared many a pub lunch.
I became Fergus’ best man when he married
Mary in 1958, and godfather to their daughter
Sophie. Fergus gave a moving address at the
funeral of my sister, Mildred, in 2006. These
memories were inspired by a visit to Prior this
year, when we once again sat side by side
in the very position, though now at modern
desks, where we met as strangers in 1942.
We have shared each other’s joy and sorrow
as we have grown old.

Gerald Walker
Class of 1948

Gerald and Fergus in 2016
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Bush Hospitality
Aisling Bury (2010)

Community Activist

Straight to Work
Sam Deane (2012)

Oscar Thynne (2014)
One thing I learned at Prior was to not only expect the
unexpected but run with whatever comes your way.

Since leaving Prior, I have taken a path in my career that I probably wouldn’t have
expected. The norm is to get a place at university and then take a long gap year
exploring the world.

After leaving College, I spent a short time in Bath before moving
to Lancaster half way through my GCSEs. My results were
good and, in 2015, I started at Lancaster University, studying
Law and Politics.

For me, as soon as I finished school I went to work in sales for a global IT supplier. I am
now working for Forward Thinking, a start-up recruitment company in Bath, contributing
to the growth of the business. I never saw myself going to university. I always had a
desire to go out and work, and become as successful as quickly as possible. I look to my
parents and grandparents as the inspiration for that. I look back at the four years that
have passed since leaving Prior Park and I am proud to say that not going to university
was the right decision for me.
A degree in Arabic studies from Manchester
University was probably not the perfect prelude
to a career in the hospitality industry. During my
gap year and in the university holidays I worked in
a pub in Bradford on Avon and just fell in love with
hospitality. After graduation, I looked for internships
that didn’t require a relevant degree and stumbled
across the Bushwise course online. It sounded
perfect.
I arrived at a working lodge in the South African
low-veld in November. One minute I was practising
service skills and the next I was learning about
different snake venoms. The lodge environment is
one of the most challenging hospitality fields to work
in. Our two weeks culminated in a bush banquet for
eight guests. Bush dinners require a huge amount
of work but if done properly they offer the guests
an incredible experience. Ours was a great success.
We then headed off to our individual work
placements. I was placed at Elephant Plains Game
Lodge in the Sabi Sands Game Reserve. On a day
to day basis I would handle check-ins, check-outs,
stock takes, general guest relations and oversee the
housekeepers. The hours were long and days were
hot but it was incredibly enjoyable and rewarding.
I’ve always enjoyed a good challenge and having
to deal with the unexpected. I had to chase away
monkeys from tables at breakfast, deal with baboons
breaking into rooms and even assist guests who
had an elephant next to their deck. Coming across
a hyena or a leopard on your way back to the staff
village at night wasn’t at all uncommon either.
After Elephant Plains, I accepted a position at the
five-star Hyatt Paris Madeleine as restaurant hostess.
It’s a big change from the bush but the confidence I
gained from working in a lodge has proven invaluable
here. In May, I was accepted into Les Roches
International School of Hotel Management to study
their Postgraduate Higher Diploma in Hospitality
Management in Switzerland. I start there in August.
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Back in 2013, I had formed a community group whose task was
to renovate a local nature reserve. The Cranwell Avenue Green
Park Project was successful. I raised more than £4,000, which
paid for bridges, pathway maintenance and more.

My goal is to grow as quickly as I can and in the next 5-10 years to be running a sales
and marketing team at director level. Whether that means staying where I am or moving
on to new pastures, we will see. I will go wherever I need to go. At the same time, I am
still looking to explore the world. I recently completed the Three Peaks Challenge and
am looking to do more such adventures. I would love eventually to go to South America,
but for now my focus is to work as hard as I possibly can and make as much success
for myself as possible whilst enjoying what I do along the way.

(Sam has been very helpful to College by running workshops for sixth-formers on
writing CVs. He has offered employment and work experience for students on gap
years and has helped place young alumni after graduation.)

A Budding Entrepreneur
Rhys Redman (2012)
By the end of my school career, I realised that my real
passions in life were for the business world and sport.
So I decided that university was not for me and set my
sights instead on a career in sports hospitality.
I spent two and a half years working for fellow Bathonian
and rugby legend Victor Ubogu. In my time with VU limited
(Victor’s hospitality company) I was fortunate to learn
many of the tricks of the trade. The acquisition and selling
of tickets for high-profile sporting events all over the world
has been both challenging and exciting. It was these skills that caught the eye of
entrepreneur Richard Lambs, chairman of Lucid Direct. I met Richard at Twickenham
and he gave me the opportunity to take the next step in my career, heading up a brand
new company in the sporting hospitality sector. I accepted his offer and have now
packed my bags for London, where I will embark on three months of hard training.
I aim to return to the West Country before the end of this year to officially set up
Everything Hospitality, offering packages to sporting and cultural events all over the
world. The idea is that, whether the client is looking to see England play at Twickenham
or wants to travel to the Augusta National for the Masters on a shoe-string budget,
Everything Hospitality can take care of it. Setting up a new business is the scariest
thing I have done since leaving school. It is also the most exciting.

(Rhys is an active alumnus who supports sporting events at College. He has recently
agreed to come at talk to current students about business and enterprise.)

The project is now known as Green Park Education and is
currently applying for Charitable Incorporate Organisation
status. In 2014, I coordinated a conference for local secondary
schools known as the ‘Eco Vision Summit’, which featured
esteemed speakers such as the operations director of Keep
Britain Tidy and co-founder of the Transition Network, Rob
Hopkins.

Will Sexton and George Tuckey at the Mongolian finish line

Overland to Mongolia
Will Sexton and George Tuckey (2011)

In May 2016, I stood in a by-election for Lancaster City Council.
I won the seat with a majority of over 200 in a total of 857 votes.
Where life will go from here is anyone’s guess.
However, I will always draw on my experiences from both the
Paragon School, in which it was the Headmaster, Mr Titus Mills,
who inspired me to become a public speaker, and the spiritual
environment of Prior Park, which taught me to remain calm in
difficult times. I will always hold my memories of Chapel Choir
close to my heart.

Our adventure had begun a year before, when four of us budding engineers
sat in our students’ union discussing absurd ideas about driving to Mongolia.
In September, it became a reality when we drove into Ulaanbaatar, 10,000
miles after setting off from the UK. It wasn’t our arrival that caused a stir
so much as the vehicle that got us there: a heavily-modified Land Rover
Defender, the product of months of fundraising and a fair bit of graft in a
garage. All this was in the name of producing an overland ambulance fit for
the Bulgan district of Mongolia.
It filled an urgent need for vehicles capable of reaching both the populations
in the local towns and the nomads spread over the vast expanse of
countryside. Driving the ambulance across 19 different countries was a great
experience for us. The logistics of getting through the border -crossings was
a feat alone, not to mention the harsh terrain, fuel shortages and frequent
interruptions to help locals en route - never mind dealing with some of the
questionable local law enforcement. Overall, it was an opportunity to make
a difference and a great demonstration of what crazy ideas can actually look
like when you follow them through.
Since then we have all moved on, applying the skills acquired at school,
university and through our adventures in the working world. I have landed
a job at Dyson in Malmesbury and was lucky enough recently to share my
work experiences with the upper fifth. It was a great opportunity to get a
good look at how the school has progressed since I left and to share some
tips about choosing a career.

Oscar Thynne
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Headmaster’s Academic Society

On Becoming a Doctor
During my first few years as a doctor I’ve cried in corridors, lifts, offices
and cupboards and I’ve seen a lot of death. But I can’t imagine doing
anything else.
worth mentioning medical electives. I got
three months straight after my finals to go
away and practise medicine in Peru. I went
with two friends and we had the adventure of
a lifetime. On my return, I was lucky enough
to land a job in London. But I arrived on day
one to find that I was the only member of
my team not on holiday. I had 24 patients to
take care of single-handedly. No pressure! In
your first year, FI, you do three different jobs
for four months each, which for me included
spells in geriatrics and breast surgery.
I was too busy to eat or drink or sometimes
even pee at work. I was too tired to think and
I was too anxious to sleep. F2 meant moving
hospital and learning the ropes all over again.
In F2 you are expected to take much more
responsibility. I started in endocrinology and
Isobel Neville with Headmaster James Murphy-O’Connor
then I moved on to GP, which I loved. But then
it was back to trauma and orthopaedics. After
Perhaps more than any other career, personal statement. (Never start with, “I have
their foundation years, about 50% of doctors
medicine is about people. You work with always wanted to be a doctor”.) And you’ll
take time out. I’m using my year out to teach
people. You care for people. People put their need some work experience. I’d suggest you
medicine at a university in London. One of
trust in you. You aim to help them, to make start early; volunteering, for example, in an
my friends who wants to be an eye surgeon is
them happier, to take away their pain. You old people’s home shows a good commitment
doing research into tears at Harvard. Another,
work with other healthcare professionals to welfare.
who wants to be a dermatologist, is in Burma
as part of a team. This makes the job fun. It
Finally, there are the med schools’ teaching doctors about skin disorders.
requires great people skills, you have to trust
interviews. These vary from school to school.
I have applied to start my GP training in
your colleagues, delegate appropriately and
I’d encourage you to have a prepared spiel
August
this year. That’s going to be another
take responsibility accordingly.
on why medicine and why this uni. It doesn’t
three years. Finally, when you have completed
There are opportunities everywhere, so matter if it’s generic, you have to tick those
all this training, you are no longer a junior
there is job security. And it’s a challenging boxes. Typical questions go along the lines
doctor: you are a GP or a consultant. If you
and stimulating career: the field is huge and of: tell me about a time when you showed
are interested, go into it with your eyes open.
moves on quickly, there is always more to compassion/team work. Or, as in my
I have hit some real low points but I know
Oxbridge interview: does the mind or the
learn.
that I have a unique career and, really, I can’t
brain govern the body?
imagine doing anything else.
So, how to go about becoming a doctor? First,
you’ll need some pretty decent grades. Most Once you’ve made it through all this, you
Izzie Neville is a clinical teaching fellow at Bart’s
universities require chemistry and another have a five-year university course ahead and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry.
science at A-level. A few specify biology. of you. Medicine is a great degree and it’s
Then there’s an aptitude test. I didn’t have to a very well respected qualification even if
do the UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) you decide, in the end, to do something else.
Isobel Neville
so I can’t shed much wisdom on it. I did A few universities require you to do another
Class of 2006
however do the Biomedical Admissions degree along the way and most offer this as
Test (BMAT). You’ll also need a pretty good an option. I strongly recommend it. It’s also
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Diversity, Diplomacy
and Dubai
During her appraisal at Coutts, Louise was told
that she had to do more public speaking, which
is why she accepted the invitation from Prior.

City Drinks
Two of the increasingly popular
Headmaster’s Round took place in
London, in September 2015 and May
2016.
These events, held at the end of the
working day, connect alumni with the
head and other senior staff and provide
a comfortably informal environment in
which to chat. The September event,
held at The Counting House in Cornhill,
was very well attended.
The May event, also at the Counting
House, was packed, with 65 alumni
coming to say a special farewell to
Denis Clarke. The lively reunion ended
with those present giving Denis a
hearty rendition of For He’s A Jolly
Good Fellow.

Louise Iberson-Hurst (2008) was at Prior
just for the sixth-form. She was inspired in
particular by Judith Eatwell (Economics)
and Catherine Roberts (German).
She took four subjects at A-level, worked
a part-time job, took advantage of the
Young Enterprise Scheme, did her Duke
of Edinburgh Award and was seriously
involved in the musical life of College. She
went to York to study Economics, moving
from one quiet city to another.
Her love of tables and numbers held her
in good stead as she progressed through
her degree. Her work placement in
Lloyds helped her make the decision that,
although she loved the banking world,
retail or high street banking was not for
her. She applied for the Coutts graduate
programme.
At interview, she was given a timed team
assignment. She methodically removed
her watch and placed it on the table to
keep the team on track. This tiny gesture
got her noticed. She joined the three-year
graduate scheme in September 2011.
Coutts, with its colourful history, will not
take just any client. You must be asking to
borrow £1m or investing £1m or have an
annual salary of no less than £500,000.

The bank provides lessons on the etiquette
of addressing the lords, ladies, dukes and
duchesses that make up part of its clientele.
It also serves high-earning executives,
professionals, entrepreneurs, sports and
film personalities and landowners. In July
2013, Louise was sent on a placement to
Dubai.
On her return, she became the executive
assistant to the CEO. In this role, she met
all the departmental heads of the company
and was involved in many projects. After
two years she moved to become head of
fraud prevention.
She regaled her audience with the many
scams to which customers can, if they
are not diligent, fall victim. The audience
asked questions about morals, ethics
and reputation. They wanted to know
why Louise chose banking rather than
economics and what were her three
favourite things about Prior.
Her answers to the latter were: the
welcome feeling of walking into the
Mansion; emerging from school as an allrounder with many opportunities; and the
extra confidence that you gain from having
attended the most beautiful college in the
UK.

The Gossip Bowl
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Weddings at Prior

Reunions

Veterans’ Lunch

Isabella Sewell and
Simon King

The 2015 Veterans’ Lunch was held on 17th October
in the Academy Hall, with another good showing of
alumni over the age of 60.

On Friday 20th November 2015, Isabella Sewell (2008)
and Simon King were married in the school chapel,
in a beautiful ceremony conducted by family friend
Fr Christopher Whitehead.

For the avoidance of doubt, Veterans’ Lunch has nothing
to do with service in the armed forces.
We had thought of changing the name to avoid further
confusion but the alternatives proposed were mostly
unprintable! The next Vets’ Lunch (yes, that too could
lead to misunderstandings) will be held on Saturday
8th October 2016. We are using the occasion to launch
the PPA online archive and, depending on who turns
up, we will try to recreate a 1947 Cricklade under-11s
photo.

Isabella’s and Simon’s sisters, Lucy and Alison respectively,
were bridesmaids, and Simon’s school friends Will and Craig
were best men. The three young ushers performed well, as did
Isabella’s brother Zach, who did everything from delivering
a reading to carrying huge urns of flowers. Mr Robertson
generously gave up his time to play the organ during the
ceremony, including playing the newlyweds back down the
aisle to the wonderful Toccata. The day was captured perfectly
by photographer Paul Wilkinson, with whom Isabella worked
at Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons.
After the ceremony guests went on to Wick Farm in Bath for
a champagne reception followed by the wedding breakfast.
The wedding cake, complete with sugar flowers to match the
bouquet, was made by Fenny Speller. Guests included alumni
Zach Sewell, Paul Sewell, Francis Sewell, John Sewell, Fenny
Speller, Nicola Hemmings and Cat March, as well as Olympic
gold medallist Dani King OBE, and winter Olympian Trevor King.
Isabella and Simon, who met at Cardiff University, honeymooned
in Scandinavia. As Isabella has been unwell over the last year,
they both wanted to see as much of Europe as they could.
A second honeymoon followed in Paris. In March they travelled
to Iceland. In April they visited Pompeii and Herculaneum. Their
next destination is Croatia.

Tickets, at £25 per person, are available from Melanie
Ball at mball@thepriorfoundation.com

Laura Clarke and
David Strange
On Saturday 28th May 2016, Laura Clarke (2003) and David
Strange were married in the school chapel by Father Malcolm
Smeaton. They were delighted to hold their wedding at Prior
Park, especially as the Clarke family lived on site when Laura
was young and the school holds many wonderful memories
for them.
A number of PPC staff (past and present) and alumni
attended: father-of-the-bride (and assistant wedding
planner extraordinaire) Denis Clarke, his wife Jennie and
daughter Becca (2006), along with Giles and Caroline
Mercer, Susan and David Ashby, Natalie Bonnet, Madeleine
Field (née Umpleby), Rosie Holt, Miriam Lloyd-Poole, Sophie
O’Donovan, Ruth Preston (née Mandeville) and Anna Samuel
(2003). Alicia Carroll and Georgia Entwisle sang a beautiful
rendition of the Flower Duet during the ceremony, wowing the
congregation. The reception was also held at Prior, with drinks
in the sunshine on the Mansion steps followed by the wedding
breakfast in a large tent on the Mansion lawns.

Isabella Sewell and Simon King
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Veterans 2015

Guests who had not visited Prior before commented on the
fantastic school grounds and views over Bath. Laura and Dave
would like to thank everyone at Prior who worked hard behind
the scenes in helping to make the day such a success. Laura
and Dave met five years ago through friends in London, where
they both live and work – Laura at US law firm Sullivan &
Cromwell and Dave at consultancy PWC.

Marrina Dale and Nicholas Harrison

Marrina Dale and
Nicholas Harrison
The wedding of Nicholas Harrison and Marrina Dale (2009) at
Prior was, she says, “a magical day”, attended by Lucy Harding
(2008) , Fiona Rae and Hattie Bennett (both 2009).
Marrina notes that College brought “the wow factor” after the
ceremony: “all the guests loved the view and the Mansion”.
Group photographs were taken on the Mansion steps. Father
Malcolm Smeaton conducted the service and Roland Robertson
organised the music and played the organ.
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Reunions

Class of 2011
Class of 1995 - reminiscing in the Rectory

Cricklade - 20 Year Reunion

Class of 1995

Around 30 of us met at Green Park Tavern (GPT) Smokehouse, owned and run by
alumni brothers Jamie (1997) and Robbie (1998) Tack, in Bath for prosecco and
nibbles. It provided a great opportunity to catch up with friends and reminisce
about the good old days. We then headed into town for some delicious cocktails
at Be at One, followed by an after-party at Fiona Kempster’s house. Late night
swimming and lots of dancing was the perfect training for Alumni Netball the
next morning!

The 20-year reunion of the class of 1995 took place at Prior on 9th September,
writes Tim Dunn.

Class of 1991 - back in Bath

Class of 1991
The class of 1991 held a memorable reunion in
June to mark the 25th anniversary of our leaving
College, writes Ed Layet.
For those who were able to make it up to the
College in the afternoon, we were treated to a
fascinating tour of the school, for which many
thanks to Carole Laverick and Denis Clarke. We
could not have wished for better guides. It was
a delightful mix of our being very impressed by
the new, and enjoying our shared recollections of
the old. (Note to all readers: Carole asked me to
spread the word that the college always welcomes
visiting alumni. But do call first to make sure she
is on site.)
There followed a lively evening in town, including
dinner at Gascoyne Place. It was great to be able
catch up with old friends and see everyone looking
so happy. The years melted away and it felt no
time at all since we had all shared the pleasure of
being part of the Prior community. A number of
tall tales were told, causing much mirth. A few of
these I had not heard before and some seemed
difficult to credit, but, then again, there were
equally unbelievable tales of events that I had
witnessed myself. In attendance were Matthew
Tobin, Rachael Tucker, Chris Williams-Martin,
Richard Mills-Hicks, Claire Cartwright, Gawain
Gascoigne, Jonathan O’Dea, Tim Bennett, Kate
Blair, Justin Stenner, Miles Dyton and Ed Layet.
Particular kudos to RMH and JJ O’Dea for flying
to the UK to be there with us.
For those who couldn’t attend this time, fear not: it
is already fewer than five years to the next planned
reunion.
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A number of alumni and their families met early in the afternoon to watch the 1st
XV rugby team play Colstons. Tea in the dining room was followed by a tour of the
new sports hall, where we ran into fellow classmate Malcolm Bond, who is now
working at the college, after which we took a look around the art/DT facilities
in what used to be Clifford House. The main event began in the Mansion with
a reception, where the rest of the attendees joined us as well as Denis Clarke,
and, thanks to the great weather, we were able to enjoy drinks on the Mansion
steps. This was followed by a delicious curry in the refectory. Afterwards most
of us went into Bath where the reminiscing, and the drinks, carried on well into
the night. During the evening we received a photo from Kath Young, who along
with Tim Hardie and Pippa Rix (neé Knight) had met for their own small reunion
in Auckland, New Zealand.
Attendees included: Tim Dunn, Bruce Walcoft, Ann Frere (neé Taylor), Ben
Brodie, Tim Harcourt, James Cockle, Rebecca Jackson, Malcolm Bond, Hamish
Adamson, Penelope Brook, Anna Lynch, Barny Butterfield, Hugh Padfield, Robin
Sturges, Sally Barker (neé Price), Pollyanna Buckley (neé Brain), Ellie Acland
(neé Gower-Johnson), Stephanie Lane (neé Johnson), Ronky Wright, Antonia
Keeling and Charles Heal.

Class of 2005
On 7th November 2015, the class of 2005 were reunited for “fizz and fireworks”,
ten years after, writes former head girl Hannah Smith. It was a night of reminiscing,
catching up and seeing for ourselves how much Prior has changed.
We were amazed by the brand new Bury Sports Hall and the relocation of the
sixth-form centre. Within ten minutes of being together we had reverted to our
18-year old selves. In the evening, we were joined by some of our former teachers Mr Desmond, Ms Young, Dr Mercer, Mr Clarke and Miss Cummins - for drinks
on the Mansion steps, before we disappeared into the John Wood chapel for
dinner. Here we enjoyed a speech from Oli Lawson reflecting on snippets from
our year-book and we re-lived our school days by singing along to Andrew and
Seb playing “Shine Jesus shine” on the piano and drums. It was a brilliant night,
and a great opportunity to catch up with old friends, many of whom we hadn’t
seen for years. We are all now very much looking forward to the next reunion.
Class of 2005 - touring the Chapel

On Saturday 11th June the class of 2011 had their five-year reunion, writes
Izzie Sully.

Cricklade - 20 Year Reunion

20 Year Reunion
“Give me a child of seven, and I will give you
the man”, writes Geoffrey Chang (PPPS 1995
and PPC 2000).
This maxim of St. Francis Xavier came to mind
last September, as 25 past pupils reunited in
the glorious Wiltshire grounds of our alma
mater. Alumni had travelled from as far as
Amsterdam, New York and Australia. Also
present were former and current headmasters
John Bogie and Mark Pearce, Vaughan Jelley
(then, and still, deputy head), and former
teachers Charles and Hillary Hainsworth and
Chris and Jan Bird.
The evening started with drinks, while a
slideshow of embarrassing images of us as
pre-adolescents flickered on a screen in the
background. Pop tunes from “Now 1995”
serenaded us from nearby speakers.

Sunday 12th June saw an eclectic mix of 2011 leavers (including Sam Knights)
take on the current 1st netball team. I think we surprised ourselves for the first
two quarters - scoring a number of goals and holding the score at 8-6.
However, the lack of proper training (and height! What do you feed them?)
meant that the 1st team secured a solid win. The match was hilarious and it
was lovely to be supported by our fellow old boys. We were then treated to a
magnificent tea in the new sports centre, and enjoyed watching the old boys’
cricket from the sunny viewing platform. All in all it was a fantastic weekend
that we can’t wait to repeat in years to come. Visit www.gptbath.com for more
information regarding the GPT Smokehouse.

Class of 2011

Dinner proved that the standard of cuisine had
dramatically improved in the last two decades.
There followed a quiz on aspects of life at Prior,
before speeches that both reflected on the past
and looked towards the future.
Sunday morning commenced with mass in the
school chapel, celebrated by Father Toomey,
who had led many of us in our first communion
and confirmation. The highlight of the weekend
was the Vaughan Jelley-led tour of the
school, where we retraced our steps through
dormitories and familiar-scented classrooms.
In observing several of the pupils and teachers,
it was clear that there still remained at the
school the sense of community and warmth
that we had all experienced in our day.

Class of 2011 netball
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Rosslyn Park
Spurred on by the persuasive powers of
Carole Laverick, I accepted an invitation to
watch the school play in the Rosslyn Park
Sevens, writes Mark Ashworth (1979).
Had I known that there was a little
something growing in my head I might
not have been so enthusiastic, for, no
sooner had I accepted the invitation, than
I was diagnosed with a brain tumour. The
prognosis wasn’t good: fifteen months the
doctor said. That wouldn’t even give me
time to finish the replica Porsche 356A
Speedster (c. 1957) that I am building. The
doctor had the grace to admit that 25%
of patients with my diagnosis survive two
years and 10% make it to five years. That
sounded much better to me, given my
reasonable fitness and my PMA (positive
mental attitude). But the real bugger of it
all is that the DVLA won’t let me drive.

Golf 2015: Woodhouse Beaten
Rosslyn Park - Tom Knight

So, the only way to get to London to watch
the Sevens was by public transport and
bicycle. And that’s what I did. PPC had its
own tent, sited right in front of the pitch.
How was the rugby football? Well, there
was no lack of enthusiasm and skill on
show, but sadly no success. PPC were
eliminated at the group stage. Anyway a
few old boys took the opportunity to catch
up with old friends, but even without that
it would have been worthwhile.

Alumni, current students and teachers of
Prior met for the annual match at Bath Golf
Club on 4th September 2015, writes Darren
Crawford.

There were a few birdies and a couple of
eagles. Success is gauged by whether we
can all complete the round within five hours
and in time for dinner.

The day started with coffee and bacon
rolls, providing an opportunity to catch
up with friends old and new. Yet again the
weather was kind: not the sunniest of days
but it did not rain. Although some regulars
were unable to attend this year, it was
encouraging to welcome some younger
faces to the fold. It was a successful
day of golf, albeit with many lost balls.

Presentations were made to the winners
and it was pleasing that our regular winner,
Martin Woodhouse, was finally beaten.
Best net: Vince Shannon. Best gross: Oliver
Gerrish. Best Stapleford: James Powell. Golf
Day is also a competition between alumni
and the school, among whose ranks were
Louise Blake, Vince Shannon, Tom Smith,
Toby Gerrish and Jake Brookes.

They beat the alumni for the second year
running. Golf Day has been enjoyed by many
over the years, with cups awarded for best
gross, best net, best Stapleford and prizes
for nearest the pin, longest drive and most
lost balls (step forward Tony Jiggins). I would
encourage anyone who can get round the
course to gather a few friends and make a
day of it.
This year’s event is at Bath Golf club on
Friday 2nd September, meeting at 1pm.
Come along, play some golf and join us for
dinner and a few drinks afterwards.

Old Boys’ Rugby
Rosslyn Park (Under 16) - Luc Theobold

With summer drawing to a close and term about to begin it could only
mean one thing, the annual Old Boys’ Rugby match, writes Ollie Small.
Spectators flocked to the touchlines as the boys and referee
Mr Murphy O’Connor took to the field (no sign, alas, of the pink
refereeing kit of which we have all grown so fond). Fitness levels left
much to be desired, but the skills on display were something to behold.
With seven players on each team, there was plenty of space and,
although no set moves had been rehearsed, it didn’t stop the sidelines
witnessing some creative, audacious play.

Note that the 2017 fixtures of the Rosslyn
Park Sevens will take place on 20th – 22nd
March. I hope to be there.

Daniel Keepax

Pete Vaughan Flower and Pete Thompson

The work rate of Pete Thompson combined with the fancy footwork of
Tom Dabell for the Whites cut through the Blues defence, establishing
a healthy lead at the close of the first third. But the Blues weren’t about
to go down without a fight. Through grit, aggression and the speed
of players such as Joe Knight and Charlie Small the gap was quickly
closed. By the start of the last third it was apparent that the boys
were tired and players on both sides took to the ground gasping for air.
The final score made harsh reading, for the Whites eased to a 42-22
victory. Despite the score line, all involved enjoyed a good run out and
played with great spirit.
Robert Armstrong and Mark Ashworth
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Rosslyn Park - Alfie Hiscock

Keep your diaries open for Old Boys’ Rugby on Saturday 3rd September
this year and, very likely, on the first weekend of September in 2017.

The Small brothers

Tom Bradshaw and Tom Dabell
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Gap Year Reports

A Fitting Farewell
Alan Hall: An Appreciation
I had the pleasure of meeting Alan
Hall and his family when I was a wee
boy of 12, writes Bruce Woodford
(1985). I am now a wee boy of 49
and one thing has not changed: my
high opinion of Alan.
I first got acquainted with his wife,
Sandra, on a school trip to St. Malo,
France, in 1980. Fortunately for me,
she found me polite and friendly;
well, that’s what she gave as the real
reason she agreed to let me live with
her family when things did not work
out for me as a boarder at Prior.
In my junior years, Alan taught me
history and PE. Later he was our
hockey coach. He is one of those
special teachers: he puts his heart
and soul into the job. For all that,
he is no soft touch. A wonderfully
fair man and full of integrity, he is
caring, friendly and honest. He is
also a great family man, as I got to
know first-hand when he invited me to live with them. His first daughter,
Kelly, was only a one-year old then. Both daughters are now grown up.

Riss Obolensky
Alan Hall and Seb Symington all smiles

Old Boys’ Hockey
January can be a struggle after the excess of Christmas,
writes Lawrie Frere (1997).
But the effects of the mince-pies were nowhere to be
seen as the Old Boys and the 1st XI produced another
competitive three-way tournament excellently organised
by the PPA. The old adage that “age and treachery will
triumph over youth and skill” was finally disproven as an
exuberant first team ran away with the matches in the
closing stages, despite a late cameo from Mr Hall.
However, the scores were secondary, as for many of us
the main event was to celebrate Mr Hall’s 40-year career.
It was a wonderful opportunity for many of us to thank
him personally, and the large turnout of players, family
and friends was testament to a man who has given so
much support and guidance to so many over his time at
the school.

As a husband, father, teacher, friend and coach, he is a giant. He was
a father figure to me for a while but also a friend to everyone at Prior
Park. Alan is a great man and inspiration and I look forward to knowing
him and his family for many years to come.

Alan Hall Writes...
It was fantastic to see so many past pupils at this year’s event,
my 40th and last! The hockey was impressive and the kind
words said about me at tea were quite humbling.
Thank you all for contributing your thoughts to my presentation
book and for your donations, which have been put towards my
new bike. It is difficult to leave Prior but I do so with a host of
fond memories both of colleagues I have worked with and of the
alumni, many of whom have grown from students into friends.
Goodbye and thank you.
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Old Girls’ Hockey

Old Girls’ Hockey
After a year away from the Prior hockey pitch, it was great
for us old girls to be reunited to say goodbye to Mr Hall,
who has played a huge part in the success of so many
teams, writes Mollie Roberts (2015).
Unfortunately for us, the current 1st team girls won the
match 2-1. It was a great game but I think I speak for
everyone when I say we all lacked a lot of fitness. We had
high hopes as we scored an early goal, but went a little
downhill from there. From what we saw, the current 1st
team will have a successful season. We all wish Mr Hall
the best of luck for the future.

Harry Palmer in Chicago

Harry Palmer
In September, I competed in the ITU World
Championships in Chicago, writes Harry
Palmer. The swim wasn’t too bad, but
sighting the buoy was a nightmare and my
tracking was all out. In the transition my
legs just felt sluggish and when I got on the
bike I felt terrible. I had a massive stitch.
By the time of the run the heat had really
got to me. I couldn’t breathe. So, overall an
extremely disappointing race. I came 25th
in my category and eighth for GB. I would
like to thank the support I received from my
trainer Phil Kibble, Cycology Bikes and the
PPA. I see this as a learning experience. It’s a
bad one, but not one I am ashamed of. I have
only been doing triathlon competitively for
two years and only had a coach for one.
There is a lot more to come. Next year I will
come back faster, stronger, wiser, fitter and
better. And those other guys on the starting
blocks had better watch out!

The Rickshaw Theatre Project consisted
of ten Cambridge University students
hopping on a plane to India and taking a
variety of theatre workshops to children
and young adults in Delhi, Jaipur and
Lucknow.
The project is grounded in the belief
that theatre can be used not only as a
form of expression, but as a mechanism
by which to teach valuable social skills
and life lessons. Our aim wasn’t to teach
kids techniques of theatre in a formal
sense, but rather to create a safe space;
a space that offers them a chance to
build trust, confidence and respect
collaboratively through the means
of games, play, and exercises. Our
workshops carried various educational
themes relevant to the experiences of
the people we worked with, such as
prejudice, the treatment of women, and
human rights. In Delhi, the challenge
was to make a group of 30 boys aware
of the importance of gender equality in
both their migrant community and in
their nation. This wasn’t easy. However,
having stripped the workshops down to
some straightforward themes such as
trust, consent, expression and shame,
using role play, freeze frames, open
discussions and a variety of games, the
results were overwhelming. After two
weeks, the boys were not only confident

Riss Obolensky
enough to open up discussion about the
treatment of women in their lives, but
also showed a genuine determination
to change their perceptions and actions.
In Jaipur, Vatsalya Udayan was a
residential school for both street
children and former prostitutes, all of
whom made a profound impact on us.
Their unflinching resilience, enthusiasm
and courage was incredibly moving;
the school’s mission was to build a
sustaining happiness within every
child, and being able to bring theatre to
them for the first time was an absolute
privilege. In Lucknow, we linked up with
a group of Indian volunteers from KHEL,
who taught us a considerable amount.
The Rickshaw Project was an amazing
experience for all involved. I would like
to thank the PPA and Prior, not only for
the generous contribution to the cause
but for instilling my desire to pursue
theatre. Such access and opportunity
should be made possible for all children.

Gap Year Award
Ben Armstrong, William Ford, Billy
Braithwaite and Harry Smith (2016)
first went to Romania in 2014 with a
school group working for the charity
People Against Poverty. They worked
in a very disadvantaged area, where
people were living in horrific poverty.

The boys were so touched by what
they experienced that last summer
they cycled the 1,002 miles from
John O’Groats to Lands End to raise
money for a return trip to Romania.
They completed the challenge in 12
days, raising over £7,800.

The group worked on a micro farm,
building an animal shelter and allowing
five families to live with a degree of
self sufficiency. The charity has the
strap line of a “handshake not a hand
out” and this is exactly what they do.

They will be going back to the same
area of Romania to do building work in
the same community for a month. For
this purpose, they have been awarded
the Prior Park Alumni Gap Year Award
for 2016.
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1940 - 1949
Peter Ashworth (1946) is well and living
comfortably near Maidenhead. Following the death
of his wife Sara in 1989 he married, in 2000, June
Lovesy, a widow herself, who has been a long term
friend of the family.
Rex Anstis (1948) tells us that his grandson Aidan
has now joined their daughter at Exeter School. Their
granddaughter Charlotte has got a job in restoration
at the Victoria & Albert Museum. He continues to
play indoor short-mat bowling, winning three more
trophies this year so far.
Gerald J Walker (1948), pictured below, visited the
College in February 2016 with Fergus J Lyons (1949).
They enjoyed Friday fish and chips and took a tour of
St Peters and St Pauls.

1950 - 1959
Brian Auty (1951) visited the College in January
2016 to honour his brother James and hold a special
Memorial Mass in the Chapel with Nadira, James’
widow. Both families have attended regularly to
remember James at Prior Park, which he had wanted
to visit before his death.
Michael O’Keeffe (1951) visited the College in
January 2016 with his wife, as did David Beames
(1953).
John Finnigan (1953) visited the College in July 2015,
ten years since his last visit. He is a retired solicitor
and spends his time being a school governor and
sitting on the school’s admission appeals panel. He
is a keen Yorkshire cricket supporter and secretary
of his local Rotary Club. He is also president of the
Leeds Gilbert & Sullivan Society.

Terry Tory (1954) was over in England from South
Africa for the Rugby World Cup last year and had the
opportunity to have lunch with Patrick Mason and Ian
Reid. He also keeps in contact with Tim Babington
and Tony (Jake) Saul. During lunch Patrick produced
a photo of the Cricklade Under 11 Rugby XV of 1947.
It brought back many happy memories. They will be
trying to recreate this photo at the Veterans Lunch
on 8th October, especially as Terry will be travelling
back from South Africa to attend. Terry’s grandson
Josh Bowers was the mascot for the Australian
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team in their quarter final game against Scotland
at Twickenham and ran onto the field in front of
80,000 people, with very proud parents and grandpa
watching from the stands.
Andy Owen (1957) arranged two lunch-time
meetings this past year. The first was on the 9th
November at the Spread Eagle at Midhurst, where
the attendees were Peter Scott, Peter Calnan, Tim
Cox and Andy Owen. The second was on the 22nd
April when Tony Saul attended but Peter Scott could
not. This was also at the Spread Eagle. Some of those
attending had not seen each other since they had
left Prior. Details of those living within a car journey
would be welcome, for the next meeting.
James J Coelho (1959), a regular attendee of Mass
in the Chapel with his dear friend Patrick Mason
(1954) - who has relocated to Exeter to be closer to
his daughter - popped into College for a coffee and
catch up in April 2016.
Michael Ayala (1959) tells us he had the most pleasant
communication from Barry Plews, responding
generously to his ‘plea’ to find old acquaintances,
from those long ago days at Prior Park in the 1950’s.
Barry accepted to meet for lunch in late November
2015. That was followed by a lunch invitation by
Barry and his wife Liz, at Convent Gardens, in midFebruary last...”a most gregarious and unforgettable
meeting!” Michael has also been able to re-establish
communication with Andres Guillen; hopefully to
meet somewhere, prior to the end of this year...
keeping fingers crossed. Michael adds, “I have also
have been in touch with Carlos Leigh, which I hope
to resume some time soon. Unfortunately, Carlos
announced that his elder brother Johny, died on
February 19th, this year. Peter Kerr and I have again
been in touch through the phone and emails. Sadly,
I leaned that Alexander (Sasha) Kreutz, died some
time ago in a vehicle accident...a good friend, with
whom, my wife and I visited in Madrid in September
1969, whilst on a tour to Europe and Britain; Sasha,
subsequently visited us here in Bogota, Colombia, on
a business trip to purchase tobacco leaves.”

1960 - 1969
Peter Hilton (1962) tells us that home life has been
very busy as both he and his wife have had a few
health problems. Happily these are now improving,
although Marie-Blanche still has mobility issues
despite several hospital procedures. Peter is also
committed to helping their daughter Sophie with
baby-sitting for two days every week. Sophie took
the courageous decision to leave a well paid City
job to become a part-time science teacher at the
same prep school as grandson Toby. Peter is totally
besotted with Emily (4) and Toby (8) but after two
days and a 55-mile journey home late every Tuesday
he is an utterly shattered grandparent.
Peter and Marie-Blanche attended the funeral of
Leonard de Freitas, whom they had known for
many years as his nephew Wilfrid and his wife
Susan are very close friends. Wilfred and Susan
had flown in from Montreal for the service. Also
there were Brian Warren-Peachey and his wife.

Brian was a contemporary of Leonard at PPC. Wilfrid
and Susan continue to run their very successful
antiquarian book business, but their travels and
book collecting trips to the UK have been put on
hold for the moment as Wilfrid is waiting for a hip
replacement operation.
Another close friend, Sean Lacey, is also an active
grandparent and divides his time between his
daughter’s home in Blackheath and his son’s home
in North London. Sean’s grandson William is still in
the same nursery class as Emily but Sean’s duty day
is Thursday, so he and Peter never get to see each
other at the school gates.
Peter is still regularly in touch with Edmund
Henderson, who has retired from teaching and is an
active member of the Philharmonia Choir. They meet
up when Edmund has a concert at the Festival Hall
or Albert Hall. So far this year most of his concerts
have been overseas.
As far as Peter knows Chris Lennon is still working for
the Afghan government based in the famous Green
Zone in Kabul. They exchanged emails at Christmas
and Chris made no mention of leaving there.
Michael Munro (1964) has been working in Paris for
a couple of years. He has been involved in a software
conversion at BNP Paribas, where he is putting his
weakest subject at Prior (French) to good use.
Robert Rayner (1964) visited College for a tour with
his wife Mindy, having only just the month before
come back from America to play in the Old Boys’
Cricket.

David Gorton (1965), pictured above, visited College
with his wife Liz in December 2015. They attended
the Carol Service and then stayed locally so that the
following morning they could regale Carole Laverick
with stories of the ghost of Ralph Allen and the urban
legend of the Black Fox.
Roderick (Rory) Keegan (1967) relishes his parttime employment in the Shakespeare Bookshop,
part of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, in Stratfordupon-Avon. With customers from every part of the
planet, each working day provides a Shakespearean
profusion of stories and incidents - proving that Bard
news is always good news. Rory posts wry accounts
of his daily encounters on his Facebook page.

lives and works in Canada but comes back annually
to visit family. He used to love playing the chapel
organ, with the naughty boys pushing the bellows.

of his rare visits to the UK from his home in Uganda.
Also present were Peter’s wife, Jane, and John’s wife
– and co-host – Monique.

Tim Heining (1968) and his wife Rosenilda will
henceforth divide their time between their new home
in Kew and their old home in Recife, Brazil.

John Green (1969) wrote that he has been an actor
for about five years, working on several independent
films, TV commercials and voice overs. He will start
shooting another film in the autumn, coming out
in the summer of 2017. He will be at the Seattle
Film Festival next spring with another film. More
recently he auditioned for the Top Gear replacement,
encouraged by his Prior Park friends - we know how
that went.

Spanish teacher John (a Cricklade alumnus) and his
French wife Monique are rugby fanatics. Monique
hails from Castres, where many of her extended
family play or have played rugby at the top flight.
Fabian and his wife Elisabeth run an orphanage in
Kampala that they support with funds raised from
music tours in Europe.

David Peckham (1968), meanwhile, after careers in
civil engineering and management consultancy, is
working with his partner Carrie in an Anglo-Chinese
consultancy business, Mandarin Consulting. Also
from the 1968 vintage, Rafe Pigott has moved to a
new law firm in Essex.

Simon Beck (1969) tells us that the alternative and
somewhat irreverent alumni Facebook internet
group ‘INTOAS’ (It’s Not The Official Alumni Site)
continues to grow under the chairmanship of Robert
Genders of somewhere-in-Ireland and Secretary
Will Lee, a yeoman of Lincolnshire. Their worldwide
group covers the PPC survivors of the 1960’s
(primarily 1966 - 1970) and they currently have about
30 members. Others are welcome to join and can
contact Simon using his email address in The Gossip
Bowl under “1969 Representative”.
In October 2015, Niall Aston (1968) had lunch with
PPA President Terry Ilott (1968). Niall, a vascular
surgeon, is bringing up a large and still young family
with his GP wife Sarah. They live in Gloucestershire.
Terry, living with his wife Heather in North London,
had earlier visited Ted Bennitt (1968) in the
Netherlands (picture below). Heather Wood (Mrs
Ilott), Ted Bennitt, Luke Ilott, Terry Ilott, Oliver Ilott
and Henriette Bennitt enjoyed lunch on the quayside
near The Hague, Netherlands.

Will Lee (pictured above), meanwhile, is using his
retirement to get back into full-time photography
with his company Bantam Blue. He recently revisited
Prior and was suitably impressed by the changes
wrought since his day. He stood by his old cubicle
in the old third-year dormitory, now art centre, in St.
Peters, with Carole Laverick, PPA.
Chris Cutcliffe, meanwhile, continues to pursue his
passions for windsurfing and country life. He recently
got together with Terry Ilott to go looking at hobbies
(birds of prey, that is) on the Surrey heaths.
John Evans (1968) and his wife Diane are settled in
their new home in Angmering but increasingly divide
their time between the UK and Portugal. Meanwhile,
Mike Callander (1968), a retired GP now living in
Ireland, visited his old pal Norman Sparrow (1966)
in Lanzarote (pictured below), where Norman runs
a diving school. They had lunch at Restaurante El
Tomate, Puerto Calero Marina, Lanzarote.

Ted, now retired from his orthodontic business in
Rotterdam, spends as much time as possible with
his wife Henriette on the ski-slopes and enjoying
other outdoor pursuits.
More recently, Terry also met up with Alan Boyd
(1968), whose daughter, Marie Helene, had a film
screening in the documentary section of this year’s
Cannes Film Festival. Francophone Alan, who has
lived most of his life in West Africa, now lives in
Bexhill-on-Sea but is itching to get back.

Also living abroad is Geoff Cardozo (1968), now
wholly retired. Geoff, from an Anglo-French family,
has moved back to Brittany. Fellow stalwart of
Prior’s rugby first XV, Andy Colombini (1968), is
living down in Brighton. A long-time practitioner of
traditional Chinese medicine, Andy is now a full-time
house-husband looking after a young family. Also in
Sussex is Ken Edwards (1968), who is writing and
performing as prolifically as ever.
Nearby is Steve Sturton-Davies (1968), who looks
after a constant stream of sick and abandoned
animals with his wife Sue.

Paul Fitzpatrick (1968), pictured above, visited the
College with his daughter Annie in April 2016. He had
not been back since he left at the age of 16. Paul now

Alan joined Peter Coates (1968), Terry Ilott, Chris
Cutcliffe (1968), Richard Cutcliffe (1971), Will Lee
(1970) and Pat Curran (1968), pictured above, at a
lunch given at the home of John Jowers in honour of
John’s brother Fabian Jowers (1968), who was on one

Brian Camacho (1967) is still working as an architect
in Trinidad & Tobago, where he is able to pursue his
passion for all sports, but most especially cricket
(see the feature on the Camacho family on page
9). He recently met up with cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar (picture below). He is planning to return
to the Veterans lunch on 8th Oct to reconnect with
his Prior pals.

1970 - 1979

Simon Howell (1970) put together a group calling
for a plaque to be installed on a mainline station
in Oxfordshire to commemorate the arrival, on
January 30th 1965, of Winston Churcill’s funeral
train. The station, Hanborough, was at that time
called Hanborough-for-Blenheim. The funeral train
was hauled by a Battle of Britain class locomotive No.
34051 named “Winston Churchill”. No plaque existed
on the station to commemorate this event, so in 2015,
Churchill’s memorial year, Simon set up a not-forprofit campaign and invited stakeholders including
First Great Western, the Deanery of the C of E and the
local council to join him and get the job done. Finally
on a rainy July morning, Simon welcomed then Prime
Minister, David Cameron (pictured above), who is
also the local MP, to unveil the memorial plaque to
an invited audience of local dignitaries, friends and
family.
Former PPA president and current school governor,
Tony Bury (1970) recently met up with Philip Sales
(1970), pictured below, at the No Name Bar Jazz Club
in Sausalito, near Philip’s home in California.

Still on the theme of Sussex, Phil Hamerton
(1968) reports his dismay at the current state
of the ambulance service, which he served with
distinction for many years until his retirement. Phil
and Margaret divide their time between their children
and grandchildren, travel and Phil’s continuing
commitment to the East Somerset Railway.

The Gossip Bowl

27

All The Gossip

Terry Ilott’s brother, Kevin Ilott (1971) and his wife
Sarah are contemplating a move to the West Country
from their home in Buckinghamshire.
Brendan Steer (1971) reconnected with College after
attending an Historic House Visit.
Robert Armstrong (1976) recently met up with an old
class mate, David Adair. This after they discovered
several months ago that they had been living in the
same town (five minutes drive apart) since the late
Nineties. On top of this, it turns out they both went
to the same university (albeit on different courses).
During their get-together they also discussed plans
for the year group (1976) reunion that is to take place
at College in late November.
Paul Kemp (1977), pictured below, who is a font
of knowledge and specializes in naval history and
is currently helping us with WW1 research, visited
College in November 2015.

Michael Roberts (1983) and his wife Emma are still
living in Buckinghamshire and were blessed with the
arrival in July 2015 of Oscar James Roberts (pictured
below), brother to their daughter Imogen. In May
that year, Michael had announced his decision to
step down from his role as director-general of the
Rail Delivery Group anticipating a short career break,
but was soon after approached to take on the job of
chief executive of Water UK, based in London, which
he began in January 2016.

Simon Willson (1983), pictured below, had another
successful Hong Kong Rugby 7’s.

Iheshan Faasee (1986) visit College in October 2015
with his childhood friend Alain (below). Iheshan
was astonished when Denis Clarke recognised him
instantly and started reminiscing about a French
rugby tour all those years ago.

Peter O’Donoghue (1986) recently celebrated his
eighteenth wedding anniversary with Katerina and
lives in Marylebone, London with Athene (13) and
Lukas (6). He is almost two years into his role at
Huawei, the Chinese telecommunications giant.
Recent highlights have included meeting President
Xijinping, regular visits to Shenzhen and meeting up
with fellow alumnus Peter Smith (1987) in Shanghai.
Peter was able to put Martin Woodhouse (1988) in
touch with Peter Smith when he mentioned he was
visiting on business.

Mark Ashworth (1979) is recovering from a brain
tumour but is looking forward to a reunion of the
classes of 1979 and 1980 in March 2017, using the
anniversary of PPC’s victory in the Bath Area U16
Sevens in 1977 as the hook for the celebration. He
is looking for Mike Everitt and David Bethell, and
would appreciate some help in locating them.
Email: markashworth@iee.org

1980 - 1989
Tony Jiggins (1981) recently attended a large charity
event in London for leukaemia research held by Emilio
Nella (1982). Pictured below, Tony met up with Terry
‘Willatt’ Willatgamuwa (1983), Chris McMahon
(1982), Emilio and Darren Crawford (1988).

Matthew Carr (1985) came back to the College as a
parent of a new starter in September 2015.
Sahar Karadshesh (1985), pictured below, arrived at
College with her daughter, who has just finished her
first year at Nottingham University. Sahar wanted
to show her around her old school. Sahar, who is
continuing her studies in ophthalmology with a
Masters at Cardiff University, is still living in Jordan.
She periodically travels to complete her exams at
Cardiff.

David says he is having a lot of fun. His daughter,
15, and son, 13, are exceptionally tall and both play
middle-blocker in volleyball (indoor and beach),
so his weekends seem to be taken up travelling to
tournaments around the USA.
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Peter’s brother Gerard (1987) is getting closer to
captaincy at Easyjet, where he is an Airbus pilot. As
a Prior Governor Peter makes regular trips to Bath and,
if travel plans permit, this enables him to meet up
socially with Tony Jiggins (1981). Peter’s sport is now
mainly limited to cycling and he is working his way
slowly through iconic Tour de France summits, the
latest being Mont Ventoux. Ironically, Peter cycled
to the top of this European landmark on the very day
that Britain announced it had voted out of Europe.
Peter (pictured below) is looking forward to the 30
year reunion to be held in August in Bath.

(and will become chair in 2016). Julia was awarded
the NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal and in 2011
was awarded the exceptional Scientific Achievement
Medal.

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling (1987) left her role at the
Holburne Museum in Bath, after more than seven
years, earlier this year and now works in the HR
department at Wessex Water. This has proved to
be quite a culture shock, she says, but it is essentially
a great move.

Luke Price (1989), has just finished his 16th season
singing at the Royal Opera House He came to Prior
Park recently with his girlfriend Minette and his boys,
Bertie and Charlie, and was lucky enough to sing with
the Alumni choir in the school chapel. He says it is
always lovely to come back to the school. He was
given a wonderful tour by Carole Laverick.

Jo Horton (neé Hall) (1987) continues to live and
work in Sydney, Australia. Her eldest daughter,
Jess, has just moved to London having got an Open
Palaces Internship. She is hoping to move to Bath at
the end of the summer so Jo plans to visit her and
hopefully catch up with some friends when in the UK.
Gerard O’Donoghue (1987) is still at EasyJet working
out of Luton. He reports “no significant children
events”.
Toby Watts (1987) wrote that he has been doing a
lot of travelling around Scotland with his wife, Alison,
and children, exploring in their campervan. He is
still busy picture-framing and running an art gallery,
Tweed Art, in Peebles, on the Scottish Borders.
Toby caught up with Ben Moorhouse (1987) recently
and hopes that if he takes Audrey, his vintage mobile
cinema, to the Edinburgh fringe he will catch up with
him again.
Martin Prendergast (1987) has just been cycling
in France with some old Army friends for the 100
anniversary of the Somme. He is the founder and
CEO of a software company in the Thames Valley.
He travels back and forward to the USA a great deal.
He says he has Silicon Valley backers who keep him
on his toes. Martin has three kids who also keep him
busy.
Andrew Downey (1988) visited College this year with
a view to his children starting here.

1990 - 1999
Anneke Hudson (neé Soper) is still living in
Luxembourg with her husband and two sons (aged
4 and 6), who go to the European School. She has
set up an online magazine for English speakers living
in Luxembourg which, she says, is going really well.
Her husband is taking parental leave this summer
and so they will be travelling around Canada in July
and August. Anneke will be coming to the 20-year
reunion in September and is looking forward to
catching up.
John Rippin (1990) is a registered drone pilot with
night-flying permission. His VertiGo-Pro aerial
imaging drone design and imaging business is going
well. For his sins he is also the face of Screwfix (web
overview videos should give everyone a laugh!). He
has been with his partner Anna for 19 years; they
have two kids Jo, 9 years old, and Evie 6. They live in
a cottage in the country and are very happy.
Michael Flanagan (1990) visited College in October
2015 with Chris Moan (1990) and Richard Watson
(1990). The boys enjoyed watching a game of rugby
and then catching up with Denis Clarke, who had
been reffing the match (picture below).

Contemporary James Powell (1988) is living the
educational dream teaching PE in Warwickshire.
Also from the 1988 vintage, Matt Tucker got
married in May to Aneta. They spend quite a bit
of time travelling for Aneta to compete in Crossfit
competitions throughout the UK and Europe.

Contemporary Justine Gallen (neé Chapman) (1986)
and husband Mark (1985) are looking forward to their
daughter Tabitha starting Prior in Year 9 in September
having received a sports scholarship.
David McQuiggan (1981) is living in Manhattan
Beach, where he is leading international strategy,
development and technology transfer for a California
non-profit organisation. Research is focused on fields
pertaining to space and space-related technologies,
with specialized laboratories used to research, test,
analyse, and troubleshoot virtually every aspect of
rocket and satellite system design, construction,
deployment, and operation.

Peter enjoys catching up with Martin Pike (1986)
and Chris McMahon (1982) when the former is over
from Johannesburg, where he works in executive
recruitment.

meeting up with College students and Alan Hall on
tour in Cape Town later in the summer. He will be
back in the UK for his year-group’s 30-year reunion
and looks forward to a tour of the College.

Father John Cooke (1986) came to College to say
Mass on Speech Day. He regaled the congregation
with his time here at Prior and led the applause after
a stunning solo by Jack Kearney (2016).

Kevin Wakelin (1986) visited College in August 2015
with his daughter and friends (pictured below). He
enjoyed trying to find photos of himself among the
whole-school photos along the refectory corridor.

Miles Dyson, Richard Mills-Hicks, Matthew Tobin
and Edmund Layet (1991) came back for their 25-year
reunion in June and enjoyed a tour around College
with Denis Clarke and Carole Laverick before meeting
up with the rest of the gang in Bath later that evening.

John Harcourt (1992) visited in August 2015, followed,
in April 2016, by his contemporary Christopher
Hayes, who came with his new wife and father-in-law.
Suzanne Witt (1993) bought her children to visit in
January 2016 (pictured below), after having spent the
morning viewing the Paragon school. Suzanne was
really overwhelmed to find her GCSE art painting still
up on the wall by the John Wood Chapel, 23 years
later. She hadn’t believed David Wood when he said
that he would never take it down.

Abigail Purcell (1993) visited in April 2016, while her
two daughters were experiencing a Taster Day at the
Paragon School. She thoroughly enjoyed the tour and
took great pleasure in taking a photo of a photo of the
Cameron Mackintosh Theatre opening performance,
in which she featured.
Dominic Ash (1995) had a baby girl called Isobel
in September 2015. Joe Fields, of the same vintage,
came to watch cricket at College in April 2016. Also
from 1995, Mario Sofroniou visited in September
2015. Mario continues with his passion, opera singing.
He performed in April at the Royal Festival hall and
in the Last Night of the Proms. He balances this with
a full-time career in medicine.
Another singer from 1995, Bruce Walcroft, sang the
national anthems prior to England’s Rugby World Cup
clash against Wales at Twickenham in September last
year with his a cappella group The Buzztones (below).
He also attended the 1995 reunion.

Christopher John Williams-Martin (1991) recently
became a parent to Samuel (below) with the love of
his life Sarah and is loving it.

Andrew Hadley (1986) sent news from St Vincent
and the Grenadines: John Punnett (1993) is working
hard on his fully organic farm.
Scott Hadley (1988) is now farm manager/part owner
of a flower and fruit farm specializing in anthuriam
and orchids. Andrew is also into farming. He is
managing director of St. Vincent Cocoa Company
specializing in fine chocolate. He is also the proud
father of Isabella Hayward-Rodgers who left Prior
in 2013 and is now living in London.

Nicolas Corfield (1989), pictured below with his son
Daniel, visited with his family with a view to sending
three children to College.

Chris Donnelly (1992) visited College with David
Gibney (1992) and James Chippendale (1993).
They sandwiched in an afternoon of nostalgia,
pictured below, before “beer o’clock” and the Bath
vs Gloucester rugby in February 2016.

Valentine Tsang (1986) showed his sons round
College in February 2016.
Martin Pike (1986) has been living in Johannesburg
for the last ten years. He is looking forward to

Dr Mark Dustin (1989) came to see Denis Clarke in
August 2015. After several hours catching up he then
enjoyed the tour of the College. Also from 1989 is
Julia McEnery, who writes that she was awarded an
honorary degree of Doctor of Science by University
of College Dublin last June. She has been a fellow
of the American Physical Society since 2012. She
is vice chair of the Division of Astrophysics in APS

Andrea Blades (neé Palacios) (1996) reports that she
and her family are happily settled in New York. Illiana
is four and Rafa is two. Andrea works in advertising
and is president of a non-profit board for a children’s
playgroup in Brooklyn.
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Talei Masters (neé Rounds) (1996) is in Wellington,
New Zealand. Talei and her husband Rob have
just celebrated the first birthday of their daughter
Nia. Talei recently took Nia to Hawaii to meet her
grandmother and unite the four generations of the
Rounds family from different parts of the world.
Amy Hubbard (neé Hjaltun) (1996) and family
moved back to the UK from France last year and
Oscar and Rudy are enjoying being at Dad’s alma
mater, The Prebendal School, in Chichester. Amy has
been leading the charge of organising the 20-year
reunion for the class of 1996.
Brigid North (neé Kennedy) (1996) and her husband
Chris had an early Christmas gift, with the arrival
of Madeleine. Their son, Barnaby, is starting school
in September. Brigid will be resuming her role as
partner at law firm, Reed Smith, as she returns from
maternity leave.
Nancy Gardener (neé Baker) (1996) and her husband
Jason live in Bath with their two children. Molly is 12
and Harry is 9. Molly joined Baines house at Prior this
academic year. Jason (Olympic gold-medallist) very
kindly opened the Bury Sports Centre in November
2015 (pictured below).

Dr Zena Kamash (1996) is now Lecturer in Roman
Archaeology and Art in the Classics Department at
Royal Holloway University of London. This year she
was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and
ran an AHRC-funded project called “Remembering
the Romans in the Middle East and North Africa”.
Her nephew is now a student at Prior. Zena is looking
forward to the 20-year reunion in September.
Olivia McKay (neé Sharp) (1996) and her clan are
living not far from Bath in the beautiful city of Wells.
Olivia and her husband Steve have been running a
digital design agency for the last three years. Olivia
loves her career and the freedom of working for
herself. They have three daughters, Isla (15), Heather
(13) and Lauren (9).
Verity Bridge (neé Janovitz) (1997) got engaged in
December 2013, had a son, Isaac, in October 2014
and then got married a year later in Hurley, outside
Henley. Baby number two is due this October. Aside
from this, Verity works in the HR department of
Diageo, the drinks company.
Charles Ash (1997) and his wife celebrated the arrival
of their first baby, a boy called Elijah, in March.
Charles went to the christening of Tom Blathwayt’s
second daughter Clover to whom he is godfather.
Charles, who lives in Guernsey, is looking forward
to his year’s 20-year reunion next year. He, Tom
Blathwayt, Holly Hammill and Jo Hill will be getting
in touch with their classmates.

30

www.priorparkalumni.com

Tom Atkins (1997) is now living in Colombia. He has
a baby boy called Thomas.
Bernadette Mason (1997) this year ran the London
marathon for the second time, and definitely the last!
She ran for Leukaemia Care and raised £2,000.
Dom Parsons (1997) and his wife Lee-Anne
recently had a baby girl called Clementine. Dom’s
contemporary, Lawrie Frere, also recently had a baby,
a boy called Jesse. Although a very busy man with a
young family and full-time commitment to being a GP,
Lawrie managed to captain a side for January’s Old
Boys’ Hockey and was delighted to play with two of
his brothers, Kit (2005) and Toby (2000). Alumni
of that vintage might remember that his mother is
renowned for her match teas.
Dan Gadsden (1998) is a serving police office in
Dorset after originally joining Avon & Somerset
in 2005. He transferred to Dorset Police in 2008
having met his now wife. The photo below shows his
wife, their daughter Heidi and nine-month old twins
Hannah and Josie.

Benedict Please (1998) visited in March 2016 and
performed for the students in the John Wood Chapel
with his musical group, Bookshop Band (pictured
below). Benedict and Beth read newly-released
books, write a song and then are asked to perform
at book launches. Witty, insightful and poignant, with
amazing musical ability, they are a delight to watch
and enthralled the student body.

Nick Gosling (1999) reports that his music career has
moved from behind the drum kit to working behind
the scenes in tour production. He is working all over
the world with artists including Placebo, Nike Rodgers
& Chic and Guy Garvey. He is currently on tour with
Anastacia in Europe. He would love to hear from any
of his classmates. Email: nick_gosling@me.com
Daniel Delaney (1999) visited with his wife Nadine
and his mother Lisa on a beautiful morning in July.
Daniel was really happy to have been involved in the
school’s recent New York trip. He was also happy to
confirm that our current students “did the school
proud with their behaviour”.

Also from 2001, Caroline (Carrie) Marsden and
her husband Ben are house-parents to fifty boys at
Taunton School. They have added to their brood: India,
now 20 months, is their third child. Carrie attended
the Ralph Allen Lecture that Denis Clarke delivered
in June 2016.
Her contemporary, Sophie White, was pleased to
announce the arrival of a baby girl, born on December
2nd 2015. Named Tabitha, she has a very proud big
brother called Henry. (Pictured below)

James Leach (2005) is working in marketing but
doing commissioned work as a playwright for
children’s theatre. Still living in Manchester, he visited
College recently with his dad. They met up with Dave
Langley, head of drama (with James below).

Marianne Godard (1999), pictured below, visited
with her daughter Eleonore in October 2015 after
having bumped into Dr Giles Mercer in Bath. He
strongly advised her to pop in. She is living and
working in Paris at present.

2000 - 2010
Liam Phillips (2000) visited College in November
2015 (pictured below). Liam came in with his
Brazilian girlfriend whom he met while studying
Spanish at Lincoln University. After uni, he went to
Brazil to teach for a year.

Bibi Herron (2004) has
come back to Bath from
London to set up a new
business, having worked as
head designer for the Lily and
Lionel brand. Bibi’s colourful
designs are available for
purchase on her website:
www.bibiherron.com. Prior is
delighted that Bibi has agreed
to talk to design students but also to support the
entrepreneurship programme.

Vicki Hobbs (2002) having previously run the
Richmond Drama School (Tom Hardy is a graduate)
still offers consultancy to students who want to go
to CDT drama schools. At the same time, she runs a
business called Think, Lead, Change; a behavioural
consultancy that helps clients build confidence
and communicate more effectively. The website is:
www.thinkleadchange.com and anyone interested
can email: info@thinkleadchange.com
Lindsay Bryant (neé Dawson) (2002) got married
in 2015 and safely delivered a son called Alfred. She
returned to work at the history department at Prior
in June 2016.

Lucy Harding (2008) wrote how she and her partner
welcomed Grace Matilda Phillips into the world in
August last year (pictured below). She is loving being
a mother and is looking forward to finally tying the
knot with her man next September. When not busy
being a mum, she is Miss Harding, in charge of Year
2 at a school close to Bath.

Alex Mee (2003) is living in London with his girlfriend,
who coincidentally, went to the Royal High. He has
recently started working as the social media manager
for historic royal palaces.

Edward Ellis-Jones (2006) visited College with his
girlfriend in November 2015. Currently working as a
cameraman on Made in Chelsea and other projects
with the company that took him on as a trainee.

Also from the class of 2000, Gabriel Vick, one of
the sons of Angela Vick (former staff, teacher of
theology) wrote Miss Atom Bomb starring Catherine
Tate in March.
James Brake (2001), pictured below with Laura, came
in to talk to the Sixth Form about creating a bespoke
gap year programme focussed on helping people,
environment and animals: Green Pea Gap Years.

Iain Clarke (2001) visited with his fiancée and mother
to look at the College as a potential wedding venue.
Iain enjoyed his fiancé’s reaction to the beautiful view
from the portico.

Jack Phillips (2008) is currently living and working in
Melbourne, Australia, as a freelance graphic designer.
He travelled there two and half years ago with his
girlfriend, a nurse. They love the food there and
spending their free time on the beach. Jack’s painting
of the Palladian Bridge (below) stills hang in pride of
place in the Headmaster’s Office.

Flora Bathwayt (2006), pictured below, is the driving
force behind the crowd-funded “tech free” music
festival, Samphire, which will take place from the
8th-10th July 2016 on Porlock Hill in Somerset. The
festival will have 40 live acts and DJs, across two
main stages and offer something for everyone. There
will also be an eclectic programme of art, drama and
comedy.

Joey Wheeler (2004) and his girlfriend Lucinda
visited in June (pictured below). He is just finishing
a degree in Graphic Art at St Martins in London.

Victoria Speyer (1998) sent news of a crowd-funding
campaign that she has launched. Since leaving
Prior, she has worked in film in Los Angeles, as a
photographer at the Institute of Contemporary Arts
in London and in retail and sales. She also taught
English abroad in Spain for over three years. She has
also set up her own business called KHU KHU, a fine
fan-making company; making beautiful, distinctive
and modern fans. In February Victoria launched a
Kickstarter campaign to fund the injection moulds
to enable her to go into production (below).

some old harp music and strings were found in the
John Wood Chapel. She continues to play the harp
and hopes to inspire baby Eliza (pictured below).

Anna Mee (2006) is living and working in
Manchester city centre having qualified 18 months
ago as a corporate lawyer.

Sophia Friedrich (2004) has been living in Newcastle
for the last six years and training as a child and
adolescent psychotherapist. She is about to start
a new job leading a school-based counselling
service in Durham. She is getting married next year
to David in the school chapel. Although she is an
honorary northerner now she does miss Bath. If
anyone would like to contact her please do using
sophia.b.friedrich@gmail.com
Joe Richards (2004) is going from strength to
strength. He was profiled in the Daily Telegraph
earlier this year and has agreed to come into College
to talk to students about his road to success.

Hugh Hall (2007) and his other half Jen are
expecting their first child. Hugh went to Australia
two years ago to travel but having met Jen he has
settled into family life. Jen is to be a stay-at-home
mum while Hugh works for Macquarie Bank in the
centre of Sydney.
Harry Lister Smith (2007) was recently playing
Lysander in Trevor Nunn’s production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream at the New Wolsey
Theatre, Ipswich. It was the only Shakespeare that
Sir Trevor hasn’t directed so he returned to his home
town to stage it.
Christian West (neé Davis) (2007) visited in
February 2016 with her husband, Tim, who works
at KES, and their baby Eliza. Christian came in after

Sam Stopp (2008) is a councillor and chairs the
Labour Campaign to End Homelessness. Check out
the website: www.LCEH.org.uk. He has agreed to
come in to College and give a lecture to the Sixth
Form in the coming year.
Pippa O’Keefe (2008) was going out to Bukit Lawang
in Sumatra in June. A friend of hers from university
passed away last year having caught dengue fever
while in Indonesia working on wildlife conservation.
His parents set up the Richard Cann Wildlife
Foundation in his name and she does fundraising
and social media for them.
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Their last big fundraiser was the Cardiff halfmarathon. With the money they raised they set up
a reading room in Richard’s name to educate the
local children on the negatives of deforestation and
general benefits of conservation work. Pippa will also
be visiting the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation
Programme (SOCP), which Leo Di Caprio recently
visited. If anyone is interested in going into the
conservation field or charity, they should really get
in touch as they also want to use their funds to assist
people keen to follow in Richard’s footsteps Pippa
headed up Eco Prior when she was at College.
Osato Agbontaen (2009) visited College in
November 2015 with his girlfriend Kirstie. He
really enjoyed reconnecting with so many of his
teachers, including Jon Fry (pictured below) and
Pete Thompson, and proud to be in front of the Roche
house board where he was head of house.

Daniella Smith (2009) went trekking in Morocco in
September 2015 (pictured below), climbing Mount
Toubkal with a group from work, Investec, to raise
money for Halcyon, a charity raising awareness
for children and young adults with autism; a great
achievement.

Yip Wai Lee (2009) visited College in October 2015,
meeting up with Vince Shannon (pictured below).
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2010 - 2016
Aisling Bury (2010) went to South Africa in
November for three months to do a hospitality course
and internship in a safari lodge. It was an incredible
experience and something that other students might
be interested in doing pre or post university.
Dominic Liu (2010) graduated from the Academy Of
Contemporary Music in 2013 with a degree in music
production, and afterwards became a signed music
producer and songwriter at Metrophonic Recording
Studios where he has been for three years. This May
he had his first major release as a songwriter with
the song Cry which has been released by popular
dance duo Sigma, with Take That featuring on the
record (pictured below). The song debuted in the
Vodaphone Big Top 40 chart at number 4, and was
performed live at BBC Radio 1’s Big Weekend.

Patrick (Paddy) Cronin (2011) has spent the last
two years running a gastro pub next to Twickenham
stadium. He is going to travel to the Philippines and
Indonesia before moving to Melbourne in September
where he hopes to continue running a site in the
hospitality industry while exploring Australia.

William Sexton (2011) spoke to the U5 in January
2016 (pictured below). He met up with Dan Moore
and Sean Dorey.

Catherine (Cat) Mee (2011) is just about to graduate
from Nottingham University having finished her
degree in history and history of art.

University, studying economics and business and
playing a lot of rugby for the university, and training
and playing with the Exeter Chiefs rugby squad.
(Pictured below with his inspirational Economics
teacher Judith Eatwell)

studies at St Andrews. Bear is one of our active PPA
choir reps and encourages choristers to come back
and sing in the alumni choir. (Pictured below)

Samuel Deane (2012) came back to College to talk
about careers in April 2016.
Neil Tanna (2011) is living in London having recently
graduated in law from Exeter University. He is
currently undertaking the accelerated LPC to allow
him to become a solicitor. He started at Hogan Lovells
LLP last September as a trainee.
George Tuckey (2011) came back to help organise
the Class of 2011 reunion and then due to work
commitments could not attend it himself, but as an
active year group rep he is keen to help move the
PPA forward.
Dan Phillips (2011) has been working on a brand of
casual streetwear over the last three years, alongside
his degree. The website is www.secret-street-tailors.
com. The first collection was launched in September
last year. They are based in Leeds and Bristol.
Working with him is Prior contemporary William Mee
(2011), who has just been travelling for seven months
in Australia with Pete Harrison (2011).

Wilf Neville (2013) is about to embark on a
pretty large adventure: cycling with two mates
from Newcastle to Lisbon, Portugal, this summer.
They are raising money for the Brain Research
Trust. They are trying to raise at least £3,000. This
is a cause to which alumni might want to donate.
Wilf is currently studying Geography at Newcastle
University. To donate, visit www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/PelotontoPortugal
Conor Baiano (2013) came back to sing at a music
recital with Roland Robertson in March 2016
(pictured below).

Nathaniel Coleman (2014) is about to start working
for a year-long placement at BlackRock, the world’s
largest asset management company. He then hopes
to do an internship in trading at Barclays Capital, with
a view to becoming a trader.
Anya Matthews (2014) is starting a placement in
London for a year with PWC, in the human resources
department. Also from the 2014 vintage, Alex
Clark, Matt Mortimer (both studying classics, at
Birmingham and Edinburgh respectively) and Huw
Parks (studying bio-chemistry at Cardiff) came back
to watch the cricket and enjoy a brief tour of the
new developments at College (picture below). “The
stories I could tell about this room” was a common
theme of the afternoon.

Izzie Sully (2011) took on the London Marathon
in memory of her cousin Luke. He tragically died
suddenly, aged just 14, of a heart attack in 2009
while on summer camp with his friends. Izzie raised
over £3,000 for Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY), a
charity that promotes heart checks for people aged
between 14 and 35. The marathon, she says, was an
amazing experience (pictured above). Despite a few
setbacks in training it was probably the best day of
her life and she enjoyed every minute of it. She would
thoroughly recommend anyone to take part, given
the opportunity. Izzie helped organise the Old Girls’
Netball and the 2011 reunion.
Alex McLean (2011), left, recently
stepped into the role of director
of recruitment and diversity at
Oaktree in Melbourne, Austraila.
She started volunteering there at
the start of 2015 when she came
on to coordinate Oaktree’s annual
national conference. She loved it so much and was
so inspired by the organisation (and the people in it)
that she stayed on and stepped into a leadership role.
It’s Australia’s largest youth-run not-for-profit, so
everyone who works at Oaktree is aged 26 and under.

Having damaged his knee during his school rugby
career, Ben Tometzki (2013) thought he would climb
mountains instead. He is going to be climbing Mount
Everest (Base Camp) for Childreach International
this summer. He is currently at Glasgow University
studying medicine.

Macaulay Blythe (2013) visited College in January
2016 (pictured above). Mac has returned to live in
the Swindon area after a very successful time in
London helping a friend set up and run a Michelinstarred restaurant. He is currently working in a car
dealership and loving the independence of owning
his own home.
Jack Knights (2013) visited in September 2015 to see
the new Bury Sports Centre. Jack has just finished
at Swansea University with a degree in mechanical
engineering.
Pete Laverick (2013) came back to look around
College and all the new developments since he
left. Pete just completed his second year at Exeter

Laurenz Lammer (2015) visited in March with mum
and guardian Barbara Fox, revisiting old haunts in
Clifford and checking out all the upgrades for his little
brother, Cassian, to potentially join next year. Laurenz
is about to embark on a year in the Dominican
Republic to work in a hospital and then return to
Germany to enrol at university to study medicine
(pictured below).

Ollie Small and Max Granger (2015) visited the heads
of sixth-form, Amy Colquhoun and Laura Young
(pictured below), before they started a month long
tour of Europe. After that it was back to university.
They had both come in the previous week to present
to some of the students.

Jaroslav Sumbal (2013) is finishing his last year
of a bachelor degree in informatics at FIIT STU in
Bratislava. He plans to go for a master’s degree,
which will take another two years. He eventually
wants to become a UX designer.

Phoebe Gash (2011) is one of nine children of a
military family. However, only Phoebe and her sister
Camilla attended PPC. She is currently setting up a
babysitting franchise in Oxford and working out what
to do with her life (pictured below).

Kelvin Lau (2011) celebrated his graduation from
the university of Bath having studied aerospace
engineering, with his sister Agnes (2014) and their
family (pictured below).

Jess Wheeler (2011) is currently studying for the MA
LPC (with Business) at BPP University in London and
will start a training contract with a London firm in
2017.

Oliver Liu (2014) is currently attending Berklee
College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts. The
college is considered to be the best contemporary
music schools in the world. In the American college
system you decide your major after you arrive, so
he is planning on declaring a double major in guitar
performance and music production. To graduate, the
course will take around five years.

Hector McCormick (2014), pictured above with Dave
Langley (Director of Drama), dropped into College
in June to let staff know that he had gained a place
at RADA after two tough years of auditioning. He
thanked all staff who had helped him along the way
both academically and pastorally. RADA is extremely
difficult to get into and is rated one of the top drama
schools in the world. Congratulations.
Beatrice Hutchinson (2015) visited in January last
year, taking a break from her French and Philosophy

Charlie Sturgess (2016) who left Prior after his
GCSE’s came back to look around the new art faculty,
pictured below with current students Jack Kearney
(Deputy Head Boy) and Sophie Atkin (PPA SixthForm Liaison Rep).

Isobell Korner (2016), who enjoyed a year placement
at Prior and left last summer, returned with her friend
to walk around the developments at College and
collect her GCSE certificates. Isobel is now studying
in Berlin and has another year ahead of her before she
finishes her equivalent of A levels. She is undecided
which direction she will pursue thereafter.
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Benedict ‘Eddie’ May, who is now studying music,
music technology and German at a Gloucester
school, came in to revisit with old friends, like Rory
Dinwoodie (current student, with whom Eddie
is pictured below) and catch up with some of the
teachers who inspired his love of music, Mrs Devine,
Mr Sackett and Mrs Forshaw.

sharing posts on-line. We are entirely dependent on
donations and likes/shares raise awareness about
our work”. Rory estimates that the raised awareness
leads to about £1 in donations for every like/share.
Rhidian McGuire married his childhood sweetheart,
Helen, in August 2015 and is doing well at Sherborne
School as sports director.
Tony and Breedge O’Sullivan celebrated their golden
wedding anniversary on 2nd July, every best wishes
and congratulations to them.

Former Staff
Lara Price (librarian and tutor) is now head of
boarding at Luckley House School in Wokingham
and would love to hear from any staff or students
who she worked with at Prior. Her postal address is:
Luckley House School, Luckley Road, Wokingham,
Berkshire RG40 3EU.
Anna Lynch is just coming to the end of her first
year as principal of The Royal School in Haslemere,
Surrey, and is enjoying it very much. The school is
to become a Diamond School and is in the process
of bringing boys into what was formally an all-girls’
school, originally for the daughters of naval officers.
In terms of other former teachers from Prior Park,
she often sees Rachel Owens (Fox) who will become
head of St George’s, Weybridge, in September 2016.
Anna is also in contact with Giles Watson (1985),
who is still a house master at Worth.
Rory Fox says that if you want something quirky
then have a look at www.edlumino.org (and www.
facebook.com/edlumino). This is a charity set up
by former teacher Rory that provides education to
refugee children. It has been featured widely in the
press and there is a three-part BBC documentary
about the work of the charity planned for next spring.
At the moment, it is focused in the refugee camps
of France, but it may be doing some work further
afield - depending on funding. There are currently
some 100,000 refugee children spread around the
Mediterranean area without access to education
and in very considerable danger from traffickers
and abusers. Interpol estimates that about 10,000
children have gone missing over the last year.
Experience in France shows that we “lose” about 50
children a month. Refugee children can be traumatised.
Getting them back into education offers protection
as well as learning. Rory says: “We have some 10-year
olds who have never started in a school, because
their schools in Syria and Iraq were bombed or
converted into barracks or prisons. Many children
turn up illiterate in all languages. Sometimes we
even struggle to work out their names, as they are
unable to write it in the Western alphabet or in their
own script. We aim to get them back to education
and catch up with where they would be if they had
been able to go to school regularly. If people are
interested in our work, they can help us by liking and
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Rachel Musson and Diane Corkery visited old
colleagues at College in September 2015. Rachel has
recently started up an on-line education resource
called ThoughtBox, which provides schools with
curricula based on global topics to encourage
students to develop skills of critical thinking,
empathy and “unlearning”. She says: “Having spent
the past fourteen years teaching and travelling
in communities across the world, it has become
more and more apparent how limited some of our
educational systems are in encouraging global
tolerance and diversity, as well as the crucial skill
of being able to think critically about what is being
learned.” (Pictured below)

Patrick St George Barry (1932)

Jane Farrant has retired after working as head of
modern languages for five years.
Francis Sillars (neé Haynes) has moved to France
after five years at College where she worked as head
of Junior Science. She is joining her husband and will
be teaching in a French school.
David Wood has retired, having worked at College for
33 years in a variety of roles including house master,
form tutor and very popular head of the art faculty.
Jon Fry has gone to Worth School. He started working
at College 16 years ago and is leaving as the Allen
housemaster.
Cat Roberts started working at College 11 years ago,
working in modern languages and specialising in
German. Cat is off to further her education with an
MSc in Psychology in Education.
Joanna Kearney is moving to Pattaya. After six
successful years at Prior as the marketing director,
our lovely Kiwi is off to Thailand to be slightly closer
to home.
Father Malcolm Smeaton and Angela Smeaton are
off to a new parish after ten years as, respectively,
College chaplain and house-matron for St Pauls.
Clare Ford has retired with a decade under her belt as
the very successful careers co-ordinator and Arundell
House house-mistress. Her departure with the last
year at school of her son, William. William (2016) is
one of the recipients of the PPA Gap year Award 2016.
Rhian Fox, who started working at College in 2007
as dance teacher, is taking time off to spend with her
three children.

Tony Ryan (below, right) visited College in August
2015 when he offered to help with the archives. Sadly,
Tony died this spring (see the Obituary pages).

Eddie Robinson, an alumnus from 2012, has spent
two years working with the sports department
and the boarding house. He is moving to Bristol to
continue with his rugby development and training.

Work Placements
The following alumni have benefited from work
placements at the College:
Victoria Hill (2008) worked in administration for
nearly a year and covered her mother’s role on
reception. She has just completed her acupuncturist
degree from Reading University.

Departing Staff
Lenka Collison worked at College for 12 years and
leaves as head of history. She, her husband Matt and
their children are going to Canford.
Pete Thompson is moving to Albania. He worked
at College for ten years in a variety of roles:
teacher of theology and English, head of sixth-form
extraordinaire and head of Roche House.
Alan Hall has retired after 40 years at College. He
left as head of hockey. Further details on the alumni
hockey page.
Denis Clarke has retired after 38 years, leaving
as deputy headmaster and history teacher. Many
alumni have sent in messages of goodwill for the
ever popular father figure of College.

Madelaine Barr (2012) has worked at College for a
year in a variety of roles, including archives, reception
and administration. She plans to travel before starting
her Masters.
Jonty Lord (2012) worked with the financial business
director in a legal capacity.
Matt Gompels (2012) has been working as a history
teacher at College. We remember when he was a
student here and playing rugby.
Miguel Bovill Rose (2013) obtained several months’
work experience with the financial business director.
Clara Tambe (2015) has been working in the
development office for three years helping with
administrative duties in the summer months.
Teuta Day (2015) worked for the year in the drama
department and proved an inspirational teacher.

Before the war, Pat joined the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
(RNVR) and served on HMS President, HMS Nelson, HMS Cardiff,
HMS Scimitar and HMS Curacao. By the time war broke out he was
no longer on the RNVR lists and had to wait for call up. It duly came and he found
himself in a motor launch (ML) patrolling the coasts of Devon and Cornwall.
A practice attack on Plymouth was followed by an excursion across the channel,
with commandos on board. The fleet of 12 MLs was in two columns, accompanied
by destroyers, including the obsolete HMS Campbeltown. Their destination, it
turned out, was St Nazaire, in the mouth of the Loire. As they approached their
target, they came under intense fire. Campeltown, packed with explosives, was
rammed into the dock gates. The commandos disembarked to destroy targets
on the ground. Pat’s second officer was hit, his ML ran aground and, amid heavy
fire, the order came to withdraw. The return journey was more harrowing than
the preceding events, as Pat’s launch was repeatedly attacked by low-flying
German aircraft.
The Campbeltown exploded, the gates and much of the dock was destroyed and
St Nazaire – a potential haven for German battleships – was out of action for the
rest of the war. The commandos did not return to the MLs, most of which had
been destroyed, but tried to fight their way out overland. 228 men of the force
of 611 returned to Britain. 169 others were killed and 215 became prisoners of
war. German casualties were over 360 dead and many more were killed when
Campbeltown exploded. 89 decorations were awarded to members of the raiding
party, including five Victoria Crosses. After the war, St Nazaire was one of 38
battle honours awarded to the commandos. The operation has since become
known as The Greatest Raid of All within military circles. Pat, who wrote his own,
modest account of these events, died in March of this year. Patrick, at the age of
101 was our oldest living alumnus and will be greatly missed.

Obituaries

Michael Ludlow (1946)
Michael died in April 2015 at the age of 86, in Mylor, Cornwall. Husband
of Anne (deceased), father of Mary, Judith (deceased) and John. Michael
worked for many years at the Devenish Redruth Brewery. His requiem mass
was celebrated at Our Lady of the Portal and St Piran, Truro.

Peter Lambert (1949)
Peter died in January at the age of 85, following a stroke.
Born in 1931 to non-Catholic parents, Peter was sent to
Prior, where he was so impressed by the culture that he
converted. From Prior, he went to Bristol Medical School. After qualifying,
he worked in the RAF for some years. Returning to civilian life, he
became an epidemiologist and undertook research into infant mortality,
meningitis and smoking. Public health was his principal interest. Peter
retained a lifelong interest in Prior and served as president of the PPA.
In 2003, he lost his wife Selina – the first female mechanical engineer in
the UK - and he moved into residential care near his sons in Walton-onThames. He will be missed by Richard and Anthony and by his grandchildren.

Charles Curran (1950)
Leonard de Freitas (1937)
Leonard died peacefully at Rush Court Care Home, Oxfordshire,
in February, aged 96. Son of Dr & Mrs de Freitas of Georgetown,
British Guiana, and brother of Gerard, Wilfrid, Dorothy, Clare, Arthur,
Michael and Joan (his twin) all deceased. He is survived and will be missed by a
multitude of nephews and nieces.

Sir Miles Wingate (1939)
Miles Wingate died on 2nd May 2016, aged 92. He was deputy
master and chairman of the board of Trinity House London
from 1976 to 1988 and was a former treasurer of International
Association of Lighthouse Authorities (IALA).
Born in Wallasey, Cheshire, and educated at Taunton Grammar School and
Southampton as well as at Prior, Miles joined the Royal Mail Lines as an apprentice
in 1939 and served with that company until he was elected to the Board of Trinity
House in 1968. Postings during the war years took him to South America, the
West Indies, the USA, India and Australia. He took part in the allied landings in
North Africa, Sicily and Salerno and served in the Far East theatre of operations
until the end of the war. He took command of his first ship in 1957. Miles was
engaged with numerous maritime seafaring charities. He was liveryman of two
City guilds and freeman of the Company of Watermen and Lightermen of the River
Thames. He was a commissioner of Commonwealth War Graves Commission and
a fellow of the Nautical Institute. At the RNLI he was a member of the committee
of management. He was created a Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian
Order in 1982. He is survived by his widow, Lady Alicia, and family.

John Dickins (1942)
John died the end of June after a very brief illness. Aged 90 and
still very active, he had kept his wits about him and was a lively and
entertaining gentleman. He was sent to Prior Park when he was only
seven years old and graduated at the age of 17. He and his brother Charles had
many stories to share. May he rest in peace.

Flags were flown at half-mast at Penarth Town Council’s
HQ to mark the passing, at the age of 85, of a former mayor
of Penarth and former councillor, Charles Curran.
Charles entered civic life late in his career after surviving bowel cancer. He
was 71 years old when he became a councillor and 72 when he became
mayor of Penarth in 2005. Earlier in his career he had been a member of the
Liberal Party but switched to Labour prior to his election to the council. A
devout Catholic, Charles was a contemporary of Cormac Murphy O’Connor
at Prior. He did voluntary work as a prison visitor for many years. His
constant companion was his pet Labrador-Terrier and one of the charities
he selected to support in his mayoral year was the Dogs’ Trust. His other
great passion was the sea: he was a member of the Society for Nautical
Research and had thousands of nautical books in his library.

Peter Taft (1954)
Peter died in November 2015 after fighting leukaemia for several years. He
leaves behind five children and 12 siblings. Some of you may remember
Peter, an avid biker and the 1957 British Champion on scrambling bikes.
His brother Paul (1955) informed us of the loss and welcomes your prayers
and thoughts.

James Auty (1955)
Dr James Auty died on 4th December 2015 at the age of
79. He attended Prior Park (class of 1955) as did his brother,
Brian (class of 1951).
At Prior, James had a particular love of rugby. He read English at Christ’s
College, Cambridge, after which he travelled extensively in the Middle
East. He was an accomplished university lecturer and much-loved as an
inspiring teacher. He pursued his graduate studies at the University of
Toronto, Canada, and Manchester University, where he obtained his PhD.
His dissertation, on the 17th Century Poet Andrew Marvell, was examined
by Frank Kermode. James undertook extensive research on the Civil War
and the roles of Fairfax and Cromwell. He retired to pursue further research
on Fairfax and the Civil War. He was a kind, gentle loving person and leaves
behind the children from his first marriage and his widow, Nadira
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Philip McGuinness (1972)
Philip McGuinness was born in 1954 to Robert and Veronica
McGuinness (now deceased). Like him, his brothers Anthony,
Patrick and Paul were all educated at Prior.

Anthony Romer Grundy (1958)
Anthony died on the 7th April following a two-year fight against cancer. The
funeral took place at The Sacred Heart Church Southwold, Suffolk. Anthony
was born in 1940 and joined Prior Park in 1948, leaving when he was 17. He
lived in Southwold in his retirement and was a great contributor to local life,
including the golf club and the Church, of which he was a stalwart. He was
always prepared to help anyone and our condolences go to his wife Pat. May
he rest in peace.

Michael ‘Hugh’ Scully (1958)
Hugh Scully, who has died aged 72, hosted the Antiques
Roadshow for nearly 20 years between 1981 and 2000. His
unflappable manner also served him well as anchorman on the
early evening news programme Nationwide and its consumer rights offspring,
Watchdog. But Hugh’s relaxed style masked a steely business sense.
When Nationwide was wound up in 1983, he formed his own, very successful
production company, and when, in 2000, he finally left the Antiques Roadshow,
he launched an internet antiques valuation service, a venture that reportedly
made him Britain’s oldest dotcom millionaire. Hugh was born in 1943 in
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, the son of a wing commander in the RAF. Brought
up in Malta and Egypt, he returned to England at the age of 13 to board at Prior.
On leaving school, he failed the interview for the RAF, thought about a
career in music, worked as a door-to-door salesman and then, with a £500
inheritance, decided to travel the world. He got as far as Paris, where he fell in
with journalists. Journalism, he decided, would be his destiny. He wrote to the
BBC, demanding that they employ him. They invited him to audition. So started
his news-reading career. Soon he was the front man for the BBC’s south-west
regional news magazine, Spotlight.
In this capacity he began making regular appearances on the national television
network through Nationwide. In 1977, he moved to London to take over from
Michael Barratt as its main anchor. At the same time, he became a familiar
voice as the presenter of Radio 4’s Talking About Antiques, in which his role
was to be the amateur foil to the expert, Arthur Negus. The programme ran
for 17 years. His independent company made well-received programmes about
the Falklands War, Mrs Thatcher’s premiership, the Labour Party’s years in the
wilderness and the first Gulf War.
In 1966, Hugh married Barbara Dean, who died in 2009. They lived in a
castellated mansion in a village near Truro. He died in October 2015. His sons
Oliver and Charles survive him.

Michael Roberts (1959)
Born in Ballyshannon in 1940, Michael was a contemporary of
Hugh Scully and Jim Coelho at Prior. After school, having failed
the medical to follow his late father into the RAF, he went on
to become a telecommunications engineer. His career took him to postings
on five continents, mainly as a member of Cable and Wireless’ overseas staff.
In 1969, he was a member of the team based in Bermuda supporting NASA that
provided the communications link with the Apollo 11 space mission, enabling
the world to hear the immortal phrase “the Eagle has landed”.
While stationed in Chile in the early 1960s, he met his wife Georgina to whom
he was married for 50 years: they had two children, Michael (PPC 1976-83)
and Paulette, who pre-deceased him. Michael was a modest man who had
two passions in life: family and music. He sang in the choir at Prior, and was
a big fan both of jazz and a wide range of classical music.
He passed away at home suddenly in August 2015, days after celebrating
his Golden Wedding anniversary. He is survived by his wife, son and three
grandchildren. His funeral was held at Farm Street church in London and he is
buried next to his beloved daughter in Putney Vale cemetery.
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Philip was born in Aden, Yemen, where his father worked as a harbour pilot.
From the age of 10, his dream was to become an airline captain and he went
on to enjoy a successful career as a commercial pilot with Air Canada for 25
years and later with Emirates Airlines in Dubai. He died peacefully on 20th
May 2014, with his family by his side. He will be missed by his family and
friends, his devoted wife Darlene, their three children, Sean, Andrew and
Shanon, and three grandchildren, Charlotte, Sydney and Max. Also by his four
siblings, Anthony, Patrick, Margaret and Paul, and by eight nieces and nephews.

Ralph Willard-Chedgy (1989)
I first met Ralph in the summer of 1985 when I joined Prior Park,
writes Jude Arscott Breeze. Ralph was a rather unassuming
figure back then, of average build, with a sweeping blond fringe,
the beginnings of a deep voice and what I thought was a questionable taste
in heavy metal music. He soon morphed into the towering beast of a boy that
I came to know and love for many years.
Ralph, Steve Taylor and I shared a dormitory for a year, which felt like a lifetime,
not because it was an arduous time, but because it was filled with so many
very happy memories. Ralph was a larger-than-life figure, with the deepest
booming voice in the dorm. Whispering wasn’t his forte. So I question my
judgement when I agreed to accompany him one night to the girls’ dormitory
on the other side of school.
As we reached our goal, a torch suddenly swept in our direction from about
100 yards away. We threw ourselves into a bush. It was Mrs Hammond, the
deputy head’s wife and house mistress of the girls’ dorm. With the torch still
scanning the darkness, we lay in silence. That is until Ralph nudged me in the
arm and between stifled giggles said quite audibly “meow”.
What followed was a very speedy return to our boarding house in fits of
laughter. Ralph was renowned for his rebellious nature, his size, his voice, his
laugh, his music and his stereo, which was usually pointed out of the window
rather than in, to entertain anyone coming back from lessons. In my post
school years I moved about a fair bit, but Ralph always tracked me down, Lord
knows how. There was no internet, no linked-in, no Facebook, but he found
me, like a bloodhound.
Every time he tracked me down, I’d get a call from a number I didn’t recognise.
“Hello. Wiggins,” was always his greeting. “Ah, Wiggins, it’s you,” I’d reply
instantly, even if we hadn’t spoken for a couple of years.
All my memories of Ralph are memories of wrong-doing, drinking, smoking,
hilarity and general excess, and that doesn’t even scratch the surface. But
Ralph was also a loving son, brother and uncle; he was immensely successful
in his business affairs; he had a zest for life, a love for his family and the most
incredible sense of humour in the face of extreme adversity.
There aren’t many like Ralph out there and it’s a tragedy that we’ve lost
someone so special, so young. Ralph will be greatly missed as a son, a brother,
an uncle, a friend and a colleague. But we all have so many memories to draw
upon that, when we feel sad we’ve lost him, just the thought of the experiences
we shared with him will make us proud and lucky to have known him.
Good night, Wiggins. Ralph’s funeral took place at St John the Baptist,
Batheaston, in October 2015.

Hannah Pointing (2009)
Further to the obituary in last year’s Gossip Bowl, we can report
that Hannah died of a rare heart condition known as Ebstein’s
Anomaly. One of the valves in her heart did not form properly
and it caused her heart to fibrillate and fail. This could have happened at any
time, and usually at a much earlier age, so the family are grateful for the time
they had with her.

Tony Ryan (Staff)
Tony was born in Barry, South Wales on 8th February
1937 of a Welsh mother and an Irish father, writes
Tony O’Sullivan.
He never knew his father, who was the Barry harbourmaster, as he
was lost at sea early in the war. His mother took him to Ireland to
escape the bombing. He grew up in Cork and obtained a master’s
degree in chemistry from University College, Cork.
He worked for the Electricity Supply Board in Ireland for a few years
before switching to the Central Electricity Generating Board in the
UK. He left the CEGB after a few more years to take up a career in
teaching. He joined the staff at Prior Park in September 1969 as
head of chemistry, having previously taught at The Becket School,
Nottingham. (Among his pupils there was one JWR Goulding, who
later would become headmaster at Prior.)
Tony was not only a talented chemist but also a dedicated teacher
and his interests were not confined to the classroom: he was active
in the Choral Society, the Astronomical Society, which he founded
along with a classical music society for sixth-formers, and the
RAF section of the CCF. He organised junior drama, reflecting
his own involvement in amateur dramatics outside College.
With involvement in such extra-curricular activities, Tony found
fulfilment and contentment at Prior.
Tony became commanding officer of the CCF and during his
command numbers grew steadily. His organisational skills were
not of the highest calibre but this added to the mystique or perhaps
even charm of his character as his colleagues were never sure what
he might do next. After the withdrawal of the Christian Brothers in
1981, Tony played a valuable part in helping to provide stability and
continuity, in particular in the duties he undertook as an assistant
housemaster in Roche House. It is, however, in his role as head
of chemistry that College owes Tony its greatest debt, for it was
he alone who kept the chemistry department running during the
difficult time of the changeover.
Whilst at Prior, Tony began to help the art department with their
annual summer visit to Florence. He became so enamoured with
the city that he continued to go there after he retired, eventually
becoming an official guide. Tony was also a guide in Bath Abbey,
was involved in the Mid-Somerset Festival and joined the
Samaritans, where for ten years he was responsible for fund-raising
for the Bath branch. He was also an usher at the Bath Festival, at
which, on one occasion, he ejected Sir Edward Heath from a seat
to which he was not entitled.

Patrick Carey (Staff)
Brother Patrick Anselm Carey died on 9th November 2015 in great
peace at St Patrick’s Nursing Home, Baldoyle, Dublin, Ireland.
He was 91 years of age and will be remembered by many alumni as
the housemaster in St Peter’s from 1961 to 1978. PPA president Terry Ilott remembers
him as “a good-humoured, calm and fair housemaster, much given to taking on the
boys at table tennis”. After leaving College, he taught for a few years in St Anselm’s,
Birkenhead, and lived there in community later in retirement. When he began to need
nursing attention, he went to live in Baldoyle.
An appreciation of Bro Carey’s days at Prior is contained in the Prior Park Magazine,
Volume XIV No 4 (1978/9) pp 82/3 - available to view on the Archive website.

Frederick Paul Anthony de L’Orme (School Chaplain)
Father Fred will be fondly remembered by those who benefited from his ministry, writes
Monsignor Martin Hayes, Vicar General. He was school chaplain at Prior from 2002
until 2006.
Born in Bombay in 1948, Fred grew up on the White City Estate in west London.
He attended Livingstone Primary School before going to the Oratory. For a while he
worked for the BBC in the gramophone library. He left to study for the priesthood and
was sent initially to St Edmund’s College, Ware, then to the English College, Valladolid,
where he learned to speak Spanish and developed an appreciation for Rioja wine.
He returned to White City for his ordination in July 1979. It was in 2002, after a varied
ministry, that he took up his appointment as chaplain at Prior.
He wrote to Prior alumnus, Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, saying “I feel that my
gifts are best expressed in school chaplaincy”. He was grateful for the opportunity.
Headmaster Giles Mercer wrote to the Cardinal, “Father Fred is much admired as a
priest for his utter integrity and prayerfulness. There is no side to him. Everyone knows
that whatever is said to him will be accepted in a spirit of pastoral support and quiet
candour…an exceptionally good and holy Priest.”
Fred, musically accomplished and a fervent supporter of Queen’s Park Rangers,
continued at Prior until the summer of 2006, when he was appointed chaplain at Barnet
General Hospital. Early in 2012 he suffered one heart attack and on May 10th this year
he suffered another, this time fatal. He will be missed by his sister Michelle and by
other family members and friends and by those who had benefited from his ministry,
including many alumni of Prior.

Other Deaths

Tony was also a benefactor at St Gregory’s Catholic College as
he wanted to make a contribution to Catholic education in Bath.
He became involved in numerous charitable works, as a result of
which he became a Knight of Magistral Grace in the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta in 2015, a title of which he was justifiably
proud.

Charles Green (1938) died September 2015

Through his mother he was collaterally descended from the Grand
Prior of the Order, Robert de Hales, beheaded by Wat Tyler’s mob
in 1381. As if all this were not enough he was the secretary of the
Bath Shakespeare Society. Tony died of a heart attack on 12th
March 2016 at the age of 79.

Bernard Camacho (1945) died 2006

His funeral in St Johns, Bath was well attended by the Prior
community past and present, and representatives and friends
from so many of his volunteer associations. He is remembered
with great affection by friends, staff and pupils. Would that we
were all made of such material!

Peter John Allen (1967) died July 2016

Frederick Philip Camacho (1940) died 2013
Neville Edward Upham (1941) died July 2016
Robert Francis Camacho (1942) died 2011
Edward “Tony” Still (1942) died October 2015
Henry Rochford (1952) died November 2015
Juan Leigh Houghton (1958) died January 2016
Keith Gregory (1963) died January 2016
Julian Lacey (1966) died September 2015
Benjamin Foo (1983)
Geoff Hall (staff) died October 2015
John Weston (staff) died October 2015

Henry Rochford
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Year Group
1947
1953
1957
1958
1959
1962
1962
1964
1966
1966
1967
1968
1968
1969
1970
1970
1974
1974
1975
1975
1975
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1985
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1986
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1988
1988
1988
1988
1989
1989
1990
1990
1991
1991
1992
1994
1994
1994
1995
1996
1997
1997
1998
1998
1998
1999
2000
2000
2001
2002
2002
2003
2004
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Joseph Corrigan
Patrick Mason
Andrew Owen
Barry Plews
Peter Keenan
Ian Haddon
Peter Hilton
Robert Rayner
Chris Dowse
Peter Haddon
Adrian FitzGerald
Terry Ilott
Timothy Heining
John Beck
Simon Howell
Anthony Bury
Anthony McQuiggan
Andrew Zulver
Robin Fisher
Simon Morgan
Martin Bury
Robert Armstrong
Christopher Liu
William van Heesewijk
Stuart White
John Giacobbi
Anthony Jiggins
Martin Fowler
Nicky Horstmann
Michael May
Mark Gallen
Justine Gallen
Edward Mason
Ben Moorhouse
Suzannah Angelo-Sparling
Darren Crawford
Sue Hall
Martin Woodhouse
Martin Woodhouse
Nick Flanagan
John Richards
Richard Watson
Johanna Gardner
Edmund Layet
Matthew Tobin
Katherine Mill
William Acton
Caroline Paskell
Julian Jackson
Timothy Dunn
Andrea Blades
Holly Hammill
Christopher Ash
Paul O'Dea
Fionnuala Kennedy
Helen Goodman
Samuel Hill
Jacob Heather
Tula Penfold
Sophie White
Kate Freeman
Charles Hare
Anne-Marie Jenkins
James Greene

jmikecorrigan@icloud.com
patrickmason137@btinternet.com
andrew.owen@uwclub.net
barlizplews@yahoo.co.uk
pk015o1092@blueyonder.co.uk
i.haddon@btinternet.com
peterhilton@waitrose.com
brayner81@aol.com
chrisdowse586@btinternet.com
hddpet@aol.com
abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk
terryilott@aol.com
timothyheining@hotmail.com
becks_wd13dx@yahoo.co.uk
simonafhowell@outlook.com
tony@tonybury.com
Anthony@McQuiggan.info
andrew@zulver.com
robinfisher6457@gmail.com
morgan33.76@btopenworld.com
martin.bury@capitalguidance.com
robert-a10@tiscali.co.uk
cscliu@aol.com
vanh123@hotmail.com
sportsdentist1@yahoo.com
Jgela1@aol.com
tonyjiggins@hotmail.com
martinjfowler@sky.com
Ndhoughton@ymail.com
mike_may@hotmail.co.uk
markgallen@me.com
justine@justinegallen.co.uk
mason.pem@gmail.com
ben@4seconds.co.uk
samas33@hotmail.com
darren.crawford@telefonica.com
sue.hall2211@btinternet.com
martiniwoodhouse@aol.com
martin.woodhouse@traka.com
nickjflanagan@hotmail.com
johnny.richards@virgin.net
rpcwatson@hotmail.com
johanna_gardner@yahoo.com
ed.layet@yahoo.co.uk
matthew.tobin@slaughterandmay.com
andrew@anesbit.orangehome.co.uk
willandjax@live.com
paskell.c@gmail.com
julesjacksn@yahoo.co.uk
tim.dunn@me.com
andrea.s.palacios@gmail.com
hollyhammill@me.com
christophercharlesash@gmail.com
paul@focusedphilanthropy.co.uk
kennedyf@woldinghamschool.co.uk
helen.odonovan@talk21.com
sam.hill@rbccm.com
jcbheather@googlemail.com
tula_penfold@hotmail.com
soph_shaw@hotmail.com
katemunton@hotmail.com
charlie.hare84@gmail.com
annemariemould@hotmail.co.uk
jgreene4@its.jnj.com
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2004
2005
2005
2006
2006
2007
2007
2008
2008
2008
2009
2009
2010
2010
2011
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2015
2015
2016
2016

Elizabeth Blackledge
Francis Hornyold-Strickland
Hannah Smith
Scott Parker
Phoebe Hammill
Tolly Humphreys
Henrietta Coles
Emily MacKean
Sam Stopp
Thomas Yardley
Fiona Rae
John Neville
Hannah Eyre
Sophie Griffiths
Nicholas Pitts
Fiona Kempster
George Tuckey
Fiona Kempster
Joseph Barron-Snowdon
Esther Scriven
Lucy Howlett
Bryony Exton
James Smith
Anya Boulton
Georgina Couling
Anya Matthews
Sophie Ward
Abrahm Unwin
Holly Simpson
Saskia Chapman
Harry Cromack

Calendar

lizzmunton@hotmail.com
francishs@me.com
hansmit_24@hotmail.com
scottjp7@gmail.com
phoebe.hammill@gmail.com
humphrh@tcd.ie
hetty_coles@hotmail.co.uk
raisin4@hotmail.com
sstopp@hotmail.co.uk
t.e.yardley@gmail.com
fionarae@hotmail.co.uk
johnny.neville@uk.tesco.com
hannah_eyre@hotmail.com
sophiegriffiths91@hotmail.com
gpitts@hotmail.co.uk
fkempster6@gmail.com
tuckey93@hotmail.co.uk
fxk199@bham.ac.uk
joebarronsnowdon@gmail.com
esst@hotmail.co.uk
lucyhowlett@hotmail.co.uk
bryonyexton@gmail.com
smithjamesk@hotmail.co.uk
anyaboulton@gmail.com
georgie.couling@googlemail.com
anyaathome@me.com
sophieward95@hotmail.com
abeunwin@hotmail.co.uk
holly.louise.simpson@gmail.com
saskiachapman42@gmail.com
harry.cromack@hotmail.co.uk

Tennis
2015
2016

Liam Delaney
Gabriella Chapman

lmdelaney2210@gmail.com

Rugby
1999
2011
2011
2012
2013
2015
2016

Daniel Keepax
Edward Robinson
Edward Robinson
Jonathan Carley
Peter Laverick
Kieran Kelly
Howie Philliips

dkeepax@hotmail.com
e9r@hotmail.co.uk
eddyrobbo10@gmail.com
joey.carley@hotmail.com
peterlaverick@outlook.com
kmk14@hotmail.co.uk
howiephillips@outlook.com

Netball
1993
2009
2010
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Ann-Marie Layet
Fiona Rae
Hannah Eyre
Fiona Murray
Laura Eyles
Mollie Roberts
Constance Redman
Charlotte Robinson

amlayet@gmail.com
fionarae@hotmail.co.uk
hannah_eyre@hotmail.com
fi_murray@hotmail.co.uk
laura_eyles82@hotmail.co.uk
mollielaura@hotmail.co.uk
connieredman@hotmail.com
charlotte.robinson.388@gmail.com

Men’s Hockey
1997
2007
2007
2010
2011
2012

Lawrie Frere
Thomas Wheeler
James Campbell
Edward Borton
Hugo Harris
Matthew Gallegos

lozf@hotmail.com
thomas.wheeler@live.com
jimmyc.10@hotmail.co.uk
borton123@hotmail.co.uk
hugoharris@live.co.uk
matthewscgallegos@gmail.com

2014
2015
2016

Jasper Tapsfield
Callum Smith
William Braithwaite

luketaps95@hotmail.co.uk
cal@nicksmithphotography.com
wbraithwaite98@gmail.com

Harriet Gillingham

Taking place at Bath Golf Course - contact Darren Crawford
harrietgillingham@hotmail.com

Ladies’ Hockey
1987
2006
2010
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling
Anna Greene
Giorgia Smith
Georgina Everitt
Sarah Dalrymple
Abigail Everitt
Mollie Hunt
Eleanor Gallegos
Catherine Braithwaite
Eliza Matthews

Darren Crawford
Oliver Williamson

samas33@hotmail.com
annagreeny@hotmail.com
giorgiasmith@live.co.uk
georginaeveritt@hotmail.com
sarahdalrymple@hotmail.co.uk
abi_everitt@hotmail.co.uk
mollie.rose4@hotmail.co.uk
ellsgall@aol.com
kitty.braithwaite@btinternet.com
eliza.matthews@hotmail.com

Charles O'Brien
Harry Elias
George Harper
Edward Singleton
Edward Robinson
Benjamin Eyre
Sebastian Stubbs
Hamish Pearson
Samuel Jones
Nicholas Lees

darren.crawford@telefonica.com
oliver.williamson@hotmail.co.uk

William Acton
Julia Reichwald
Natasha Goldsworth
Sophia Friedrich
Anna Playfair
Sinead Maya
Rhiannon Lampard
Luke Nolan
Matthew Sackett
Annabel de Grey
Peter Vaughan-Fowler
Tabitha Hutchison
Emily Murphy-O'Connor
James Roper
James Sackett
Beatrice Hutchison
Spike Clarkson

James Coelho

Thursday 29th

Headmaster’s Round

Taking place at The Counting House, London

Class of 2006 - 10 Year Reunion

Saturday 1st

Friday 7th
charles.obrien007@gmail.com
harry.elias@hotmail.co.uk
gcdlharper@yahoo.co.uk
edsingleton92@hotmail.com
e9r@hotmail.co.uk
ben_eyre@hotmail.co.uk
stubbsseb@gmail.com
stimpster@hotmail.co.uk
sam.jones1997@hotmail.co.uk
nick@ngrlees.com

Classes of 1965, 1966 and 1967

Informal reunion in Bath following by Veterans’ Lunch

Saturday 8th

Veterans’ Lunch

Veterans’ Lunch 2016

November 2016
Saturday 26th

Class of 1976 – 40 Year Reunion

Contact Robert Armstrong
willandjax@live.com
julezhamilton@hotmail.co.uk
tashamaria@live.co.uk
sophia.b.friedrich@gmail.com
anna.playfair1@gmail.com
sinead.maya92@gmail.com
rhiannonlampard@hotmail.co.uk
nolan.l@hotmail.co.uk
googlyking@yahoo.co.uk
annie_de_grey@hotmail.co.uk
petevf10@hotmail.com
tabbyhutchison@gmail.com
emilymoc18@yahoo.co.uk
roperayrlington@gmail.com
sackett.james647@googlemail.com
hutchisonbeatrice@gmail.com
spikeclarkson@gmail.com

CCF
1959

Meetings

Sunday 4th

Committee and Year Group Rep Meetings taking place in the Sports Centre

Contact Scott Parker and Phoebe Hammill

Choir and Music
1994
1996
2002
2004
2009
2010
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
2013
2013
2014
2014
2015
2016

Class of 1996 - 20 Year Reunion

Saturday 3rd

Contact Amy Hubbard for more information

October 2016

Cricket
1994
2003
2006
2010
2011
2012
2013
2013
2015
2016

Old Boys Rugby & Old Girls Hockey

Saturday 3rd

Taking place at the Sports Centre

Golf
1988
2015

Golf Day

Friday 2nd

London
2014

September 2016

jamesjohncoelho@gmail.com

December 2016
Monday 12th

Carol Concert

Taking place in the Chapel

2017
Old Boys Hockey
Rosslyn Park Rugby 7’s
4th May Headmaster’s Round – Cardiff
June Alumni Choir
June Old Boys Cricket
June PPA Mixed Netball
September PPA Golf
September Old Boys Rugby & Old Girls Hockey
September Headmaster’s Round
7th January

20, 21 & 22nd March

The Gossip Bowl
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Ralph Allen Drive, Bath BA2 5AH
Tel: +44 (0)1225 835353 (ext 244)
Email: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
www.priorparkalumni.com

Prior Park Alumni
Prior Park Alumni
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