Whether forged on that first day at school, on the sports pitches or in the
classroom, the importance of childhood friendships cannot be underestimated.
They nurture us, make us braver, help us to develop and are a source of memories
that illuminate our lives. In this issue alumni of all ages recall their school days and
tell how friendships made at Prior have given them a sense of lasting community.
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Development of the PPA
So, how have we fared against the objectives set
at the beginning of my term as PPA President in
January 2011?

I am delighted with the record number of
reunions and events, both formal and informal,
which have taken place this year. Our alumni
database has been greatly enhanced, not only in
terms of identifying and engaging ‘lost’ members,
but also in terms of the quality of the data we
hold. We will continue this work in order to
enhance all our communications.

You must be the change you
wish to see in the world
— Mahatma Gandhi

2. We need to harness the knowledge and talents of
the PPA community for the benefit of the College,
former and current pupils, parents and teachers
A number of alumni have supported various
elements of our community with their knowledge
and talents. For example, Charlie Holt returned to
launch the Headmaster’s Academic Society with
a fascinating talk on Human Rights (see page 11)
and two leavers from the Class of 2010 presented at
the Careers Activities Week for students who had
just completed their GCSE exams: George Hyde
(on studying postgraduate Law) and James Ford
(on what you can do with a Geography degree).
In June 2015, for our Armed Forces themed
Alumni Day, Geoff Cardozo and Fred McMurray
have kindly agreed to return and speak about
their own interesting experiences in uniform.
We recognize that much remains to be done in
this area, but progress to date has been good.

PPA new contact details
The PPA has a new email address – please
update your email address book and make us
a trusted contact so that you can continue to
receive all our news updates and invitations:

ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
3. We need to support the College financially to
enable them to meet their planned objectives
and develop specific projects, such as the new
Sports Centre
Both The Prior Foundation and the PPA have
benefited from a number of donations made
in recent years. Alumni funding has been a
major contributor to ensuring that the Sports
Centre construction could be approved and
commenced. We look forward to its completion
in April 2015, but meanwhile, please keep an eye
on progress via the on-site time-lapse camera:
youtube.com/watch?v=J42lElI-CWY
Relationship between The Prior Foundation
and the PPA
The PPA operates under the auspices of The
Prior Foundation. Since the start of my term,
the Foundation has created a Development
Office with a mandate to: ‘encourage the active
involvement of the whole Prior community
of parents, former pupils, staff and the general
public to enable the enhancement of facilities
and increase the opportunity for access and
study to pupils throughout the three schools
via financial contributions not linked to fees’.
We have ensured that the activities of the PPA
and the Development office are aligned, with
each party serving the other’s interest, whilst
achieving their own objectives (the Headmaster’s
Round London drinks event is a prime example
of this co-operation). The Foundation further
supports the PPA by undertaking its accounting,
financial reporting, administrative and event
management.

With younger alumni joining the committee,
a number of our established members feel they
can step down and leave the PPA in good hands.
We would like to express our gratitude to Patrick
Mason, Michael Stevens, Peter Hilton and Andy
Owen for their wonderful, loyal and thoughtful
service. We would also like to welcome new
members to the committee: Darren Crawford
(Class of 88), Paul O'Dea (Class of 98), Terry
Ilott (Class of 68) and Scott Parker (Class of 06).
We will be recruiting additional members in the
coming year. If you are interested, please contact
Debbie O’Bryan on: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
My term finishes at the beginning of 2015 and
now we seek a President with new energy and
vision. To support him or her, we will also be
seeking two additional Vice Presidents and
shortly we will be inviting alumni to apply for
all three posts.
As a member of the Alumni Society, I am
deeply proud of The Foundation, the enormous
potential of our future alumni and the
contribution we are making; Prior Park holds
a very special place in my heart.
I have greatly enjoyed my term in office,
meeting so many inspirational alumni, and I will
continue to serve on the PPA committee. I am
grateful for the support and commitment of the
Prior Leadership Team, led by James Murphy
O’Connor and Melanie Ball, our Director of
Development. But I wish to say a personal thank
you to Debbie O’Bryan for her outstanding
contribution to the PPA and to each one of us.

These last four years have been a wholly enriching
PPA Leadership
experience – I can thoroughly recommend it!
We have worked to develop a structure which
embraces distributed leadership, with Year Group ppapresident@thepriorfoundation.com
and Special Interest Representatives, an executive
committee and the officers of the PPA.

A new President for the PPA
This autumn we will be launching a
recruitment campaign for the role of PPA
President since Tony Bury's term draws to
a close at the end of 2014. Please consider
whether you might be interested in finding
out more about this rewarding role, or the
roles of Vice President, or whether you have
a friend you would like to put forward (with
their permission of course!). Email updates
will follow.

PPA Music Prize 2013/14
Congratulations to James Roper (Class
of 2014) who was awarded the Prior Park
Alumni Music Prize 2013/14 in recognition
of his wonderful contribution to the ‘whole’
life of Music at Prior. James has been a
leading figure in vocal music, as well as
gaining a high distinction in his recent solo
singing Advanced Certificate exam (which
follows Grade 8). Mrs Eileen McPeake made
the presentation to James at the Grand
Leavers' Concert in July 2014.

PPA Gap Year Awards
The PPA continues to run the annual
Gap Year Award programme and the
fabulous reports from our intrepid
students are published on the PPA website
priorparkalumni.com under the
GOSSIP BOWL tab.

As in 2013, we held a very successful PPA Reps
meeting in March 2014. The Reps’ contribution
to the thinking and direction of the Alumni
Society has been outstanding and is greatly
appreciated. This group provides a diverse and
solid foundation for the PPA going forward.

T H E G OSSI P B OWL
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From the

Headmaster
It has been a great pleasure to meet so many
members of our lively Prior Park Alumni
community through the busy programme of PPA
events, both here at the College, at our regular
London drinks and in Gibraltar where we held a
Headmaster's Round on the Rock in May. I am
struck always by the core Prior Park qualities of
consideration, intellectual curiosity and kindness
that endure throughout the year groups.

Our school goes from
strength to strength, and the
welcome support which our
alumni continue to offer has
added greatly to the rounded
education we can provide and
the continued strength of our
community – and for that I
thank you
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James
Murphy-O'Connor

Ned Delaney played for Griqualand West and was
in the South African squad in 1912, but was not in
the team in the Irish match. So the story, whilst of
great interest, turned out to be not entirely true.

Sadly, Delaney died in the Spanish Influenza
epidemic, which claimed the lives of 27 million
people in 1919/20. Minch, who served with the
Royal Army Medical Corps in the Great War (one
of his brothers died as a result of the effects of gas
In particular I would like to thank Tony Bury for his
poisoning) was killed in the Second World War
Presidential steer to the PPA over the last four years;
serving in India, where he is buried. These two men,
I have enjoyed working with Tony as we develop the
who epitomise the Age of Empire so well, will now
crucial relationship between the PPA and the College. be remembered as we build the Prior Park Sports
Centre and Minch’s name will be added to the Roll
Whilst we must continue to look forward and
of Honour in the Chapel.
strive to deliver excellence for our students, I am
conscious, as a History graduate, of the need to
This investigation inspired me to start researching
ensure that we honour the past, remember our
the other 90 Prior students on the 1901 Census.
heritage, and learn from this as we progress.
Of note so far has been the discovery of Ralph
Goulstone Gale. Ralph appears on the Census as
I derive great pleasure from teaching History and
a 16 year old from Bournemouth, Dorset and, to
historical research is one of my favourite leisure
my knowledge, he is the first Prior Park student
pursuits. I decided to look into a story I once read
we have identified as having died in the Great War.
in an old copy of the Prior Park school magazine,
Ralph was killed at the Battle of Arras in 1918
now known as The Phoenix. The tale was of a 'rugby
and is buried in Fosse Community Cemetery. His
international match' between Ireland and South
parents, who lived in Southbourne, Bournemouth,
Africa at the turn of the last century, where a Prior
ran a pharmacy and it seems Ralph followed in the
Park alumnus played on each side. The College was
family tradition when he married Christine and
closed between 1904 and 1924, and the records were moved to live in Jersey. His tragic and untimely
very patchy. I thought it would be an impossible
death left a widow and a young daughter and I am
task until Debbie O'Bryan provided a copy of the
now in the process of trying to contact the family to
local 1901 census, which included the names of 92
establish the link. As Prior Park has limited ‘Great
resident students. Here I discovered the names of John War’ history (with the school being closed at this
Berchman (known as 'Bertie') Minch from Ireland
time, although used by the Canadian Forces as a
and Edward ('Ned') Delaney from South Africa.
hospital), I now propose to also add Ralph to our
Roll of Honour in the Chapel, particularly as we are
Finally, I was able to pin down the date of the match commemorating the centenary of this awful conflict
to 1912. Bertie Minch from Athy, Kildare, played
over the next four years.
rugby for Bective Rangers, Leinster and won five
caps for Ireland in the 1912/13 seasons, including
If you are aware of any other sports internationals
the 1912 South African Test. (My father Jim (PPC from our former pupil body or of old boys who fell
1936-42) also played for Bective, Leinster and
in the Great War, please get in touch with me
Ireland in the 1950s – and both became doctors!).
jmoc@thepriorfoundation.com

Alumni
Saturday, 19 October 2013, saw the second 60+
years Alumni Lunch in the Mansion at Prior
Park. About 56 old boys and guests attended,
together with James Murphy O’Connor, our
amiable Headmaster, Melanie Ball, Director of
Development, her assistant, Kate Harris and the
indispensable Debbie O’Bryan. The show got
off to a good start with pre-prandial drinks, and
it was great for us to see so many old friends and
acquaintances, including the evergreen Fergus
Lyons, Gerald Walker, Brian Auty, Andy and Liz
Owen and Patrick Mason, all previous attendees.
I was also pleased to see Jim and Denise Harries,
over from Spain, whom I had previously met
at our local church without realising that Jim
had been at Prior. Several who could not attend
sent messages of regret, including Cameron
Mackintosh, Peter Battle, Tony Jiggins and
Peter and Eilis Cunningham-Davis.
The weather being kind, we duly paraded onto
the Mansion steps for the group photograph,
which managed to capture most of us. There,
we took in the matchless view of Bath, and later
Patrick Hopton circulated the photograph
of the lovely Margaret Leighton with young
admirers. It reminded some of us of the magical
day, around 1950, when she wafted up and down
those steps during the filming of The Elusive
Pimpernel, while a bored-looking David Niven,
who was not in the scene, waited around in the
portico. Fans in the photograph include Patrick,
Marcel Bartlett, Colin Hughes, James Osborne,
Peter Battle, Michael Kent and others.
A nostalgic look at our world 63 years ago!
An excellent lunch followed, with wine flowing
throughout. James spoke of how the school
is going from strength to strength, with total
numbers approaching 600, about half of them
girls and about a third boarders. Their young
lives are being shaped by the sheer beauty of the
setting and by the Christian ethos and values,

Lunch
2013

with full parental backing. About a third are
Catholic. James said he was delighted with the
academic results and good progress is being
achieved in other areas, including sport, music
and drama. Cameron will be pleased to hear that
58 plays have been produced in the last five years,
making good use of the splendid theatre.
Melanie told us of her objective to grow the
Prior community to include former pupils,
parents, staff and friends, and of the need to
promote the general enhancement of Prior.
Her present priority is the building of the new
Sports Centre, and she spoke of the importance
of fund-raising, particularly thanking those who
had recently contributed generously to help
secure a pupil’s future at Prior.
There was a prize for the most senior attendee,
won, as last year, by Leonard de Freitas who,
aged 94, was driven from Oxford again by his
good friend Charles Dickerson. Hard on his
heels was the runner-up, Brian Warren-Peachey,
at a sprightly 93. It turned out that the youngest
was Jim Harries.
Afterwards, some watched the rugby match
against QEH, while others toured the school or
drifted off. It was another enjoyable occasion,
for which we have to thank James, Debbie, and
all concerned with the organisation, closing
with the heartening news that the next Alumni
Veterans Lunch is to be on Saturday 18th
October 2014.
Bernard Kelly
ba.kelly@tiscali.co.uk
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Take Pride in Prior Park's Alumni
Christopher has introduced the UK to an
exceptional ophthalmic procedure which can
restore sight to patients with irreversible corneal
scarring, commonly caused by catastrophic
eye injuries. Osteo-odonto-keratoprosthesis,
known as OOKP, is a revolutionary technique,
first practised in Italy in the mid-sixties. As a
young ophthalmic surgeon, Christopher became
fascinated by this work and taught himself Italian
so that he could work alongside and learn from
pioneer Giancarlo Falcinelli. They presented
the early technique together on the Tomorrow’s
World television series in 1996 and again in '97,
following a patient through treatment.
Christopher is now the Lead Consultant of the
UK National Referral Centre for OOKP, based
at the Sussex Eye Hospital in Brighton. He has
refined the technique from its beginnings and is
currently the only ophthalmic surgeon in Britain
performing this surgery.

From tooth
to sight!
BBC Documentary profiles
Professor Christopher Liu's
extraordinary work

The complex OOKP procedure has two distinct
stages. The first involves removing from the
patient’s mouth a piece of tooth and bone which
is then cut to shape and drilled to accommodate
an optical cylinder. A pouch is then cut in the
flesh, under the unaffected eye into which this
tooth piece is inserted, whilst a flap of skin
from the inside of the mouth is stitched onto
the front of the operative eye. The second stage
comes four months later, when further surgery
removes part of the cornea, iris, lens and vitreous
in the affected eye. By this time, the tooth has
developed its own blood supply and is cut out
of its pouch, stitched into the operated eye and
covered by the cheek skin.

The key to the success of the procedure is that
the tooth is the patient’s own tissue and, hence,
Christopher Liu, Class of 1979, went on to study the body does not reject it. The success rate
at Charing Cross & Westminster Medical School for post operative vision, although dependent
and later chose to specialize in ophthalmology.
upon the degree of eye damage prior to OOKP,
is excellent: "two thirds to three quarters of
patients will see well for a very long time.
Vision can be very good... patients can see all
the way down the chart to the smallest letters"
explained Christopher.

The eye is so beautiful... it's totally
incredible the way it connects to
the brain and the soul

The cosmetic consequences are, however,
challenging and all patients undergo counselling
to prepare them for the outcomes, and also for
the potential shock of seeing themselves, family,
friends and places that have altered over decades
when they regain full sight.
The 2013 BBC documentary, The Day I
Got My Sight Back, was filmed over a year as
Christopher worked to restore sight to 43 year
old Ian Tibbetts, who had been going blind for
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ten years and for whom no previous treatment
had worked. His blindness had been triggered
twenty years earlier by an industrial accident in
the metal industry and the scope of his life had
narrowed year by year until he was finally referred
to Christopher for treatment. It took many
weeks for Ian's sight to return following the final
surgery. He started to distinguish shapes and
colours and movement – and then finally got his
first glimpse of his wife and twin sons, by then
aged four – a euphoric moment.

I love seeing the results, but the
process can be challenging

Christopher is the author of over 180 published
ophthalmological papers and holds honorary
academic posts in the UK and abroad.
He is currently involved in a teaching project
introducing OOKP to other countries, especially
to the developing world, where significant eye
injuries often result in lifelong blindness.
A great supporter of Prior Park, Professor Liu
is returning to the College in October 2014 to
speak at the MedSoc programme for students
interested in a medical career. Christopher was
President of the Alumni Society for five years
from 2006 to 2011 and continues to support
the PPA as a committee member. He is looking
forward to a reunion of his year group in Bath
in 2015, 36 years after leaving the College.
youtube.com/watch?v=2x1gTZc9Bf U
bbc.co.uk/news/health-24344545
cscliu@aol.com

Joe Richards left Prior Park in 2004 with A levels in
Art, Design & Technology and English Literature –
and with a very clear view of his career ambitions.
Fascinated by clothes since childhood, Joe now 28,
is garnering a reputation for beautifully made, easy
to wear high fashion. He has secured prestigious
editorial coverage from top fashion magazines such
as Vogue, using images captured in Prior Park’s
atmospheric old gymnasium courtyard.
Q: D
 id you always know you wanted to be a
fashion designer?
A: Yes, I knew really early on that I loved fabric
and colour and that grew into a real passion for
clothes. I staged four independent fashion shows
during my time at the College with the help
and encouragement of my peers and teachers,
including Angela Vick, whom I dressed for
two end-of-year balls. And then I did my first
placement at Alexander McQueen, which really
confirmed my ambition.
Q: Did you study or work after school?
A: I did an Art Foundation Diploma in Art &
Design at City of Bath College where we were
taught about Art History, and about using
different media to express our creativity. Then I
moved to London to study Fashion Design at The
University of Westminster. In the first term I was
taught by an extraordinary designer called Zowie
Broach, now Head of Fashion at The Royal College
of Art. She taught me so much and introduced
me to people who have really shaped my career. I
started to assist a Fashion Editor for Vogue Japan
after Zowie’s introduction and undertook an
internship with the visionary trend forecasting
studio Li Edelkoort in Paris. Whilst at University
I also had a placement at Burberry Prorsum, then
moved to Paris, initially for one year, but which
quickly became two and a half… I did placements
at Dior Haute Couture and Lanvin and then was
headhunted to be Assistant Designer at Céline, my
first job!
Q: Can you describe the journey from design idea
to final piece?

I work with a brilliant pattern cutter who turns my
2D sketches into 3D versions. The clothes are made
as prototypes and fitted on the body, and next the
final samples are made by a team of seamstresses in
London. Then, during London Fashion Week,
in February and September each year, I present
the collection to international press and buyers.
Q: When and how does the fabric come into
the process?
A: Th
 e fabric is the first step. The colour, the feel, the
weight and how it drapes are developed constantly.
As an intern I learned about the scientific and
poetic mix of the Haute Couture and how essential
it is to allow the fabric to lead and not the other
way around.
Q: Why did you decide to start your own brand?
A: I ’ve always trusted my instinct and knew very
early on that I wanted one day to work for myself
as a designer.
Q: As a creative person how do you manage the
business side of your brand?
A: I have a team I work with… the business side can
be creative also…
Q: Where can we buy Joe Richards designs?
A: For Autumn Winter 2014 a selection of the
collection is available from matchesfashion.com
in store and online.
Q: Do you have any advice for students wanting
to work within the fashion industry?
A: Maybe the best advice is to make your own advice
and see mistakes as opportunities rather than
negatives. If you are interested in anything, make
your own experiences and don’t read too much into
other people’s versions, yet respect an opinion. As a
kid I was incredibly lucky to be in an environment
which encouraged me to follow my dreams. I’d say,
simply, get stuck in and work hard. I learned so
much from my first job as a sales assistant at The
Gap listening to what the customers wanted and
what they kept returning for…

A: I begin with a sketchbook of images containing
pictures which I find interesting for the specific
byjoerichards.com
collection. Maybe it’s a series of film stills which
evolves into developing the cut of a dress, or from
visiting a building and finding inspiration from the
stone work, but generally I’m looking for a change
in mood, a specific catalyst to inspire newness.
With every collection the creative process changes:
sometimes I draw a lot and other times I take
fabrics and drape ideas directly onto a mannequin.

A passion
for Fashion
In conversation with Joe Richards
T H E G OSSI P B OWL
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Sailing to Success

Food for thought

Reaching for the stars

with Chantal Strawbridge

with Robin Aitken

with Julie McEnery

The springboard to Chantal’s successful career in
the Royal Navy was her seven years at Prior, where
she enjoyed sports, Chapel Choir, the Duke of
Edinburgh programme and CCF, before going on
to study Management Sciences at the University of
Southampton. Whilst an undergraduate she joined
the University’s Royal Naval Unit, getting involved
in leadership training and sea experience, as well as
sports and the active social life!

Food banks have been much in the news in
recent years and Robin Aitken (PPC 63-70)
has been involved for the past five years with the
Oxford Food Bank, which he co-founded. It is a
sustainable food bank; it doesn’t rely on donated
store-cupboard groceries like most food banks,
but collects fresh surplus food from supermarkets
and wholesalers and gives it to other charities.
It started from very small beginnings – Robin and
a handful of others collecting produce from one
Her Naval Training began at Britannia Royal
Sainsbury’s store – but has since grown hugely.
Naval College (Dartmouth) in 2002 as a Warfare
Last year it distributed more than £1 million worth
Officer, after which, with relevant experience and
of food to about 60 charities in and around Oxford,
qualifications in place, she joined HMS Kent as an which represents about 13,000 meals a week. It is
Officer of the Watch in 2005. This posting included an entirely voluntary organisation with about 100
six months in the Middle East, for which Chantal
active volunteers who operate up to four shifts a day
was awarded her first medal.
using three vans out of a depot in the city. Because
no one is paid, running costs are very low – about
Further navigation training led to an appointment
£25,000 last year – and all the money is raised from
on HMS Mersey, with responsibility for the
local sources.
Ship’s programme and navigation during Fishery
Protection tasking around the UK. Her next job
The Oxford Food Bank is now very well established
took her to the Falkland Islands, which included
in the city and in February received a visit from
fascinating visits to Chile, the Patagonian Canal
Sophie, Countess of Wessex.
and South Georgia. After further deployment to
the Middle East as a navigation officer and a short
In March this year Robin got involved in
teaching job, Chantal was selected for Small
controversy. Interviewed by the Today programme
Ship Command.
he challenged the idea that the rising numbers
of people using food banks showed poverty was
She assumed command of HMS Example and
increasing. He said that because food banks had
Northumbrian Universities' Royal Naval Unit
caught the public imagination, with new ones
(NURNU). Undeniably the highlight of her career opening every day, the impression had been created
to date, she enjoyed the challenges of command,
that poverty was surging. He was very critical of the
in particular a Baltic deployment, contributing to
way statistics had been used in the debate: he said
the Battle of the Atlantic 70th Commemorations
that because there were virtually no food banks ten
and even an appearance on BBC’s The One Show!
years ago it was impossible to make valid inferences
The chance to motivate and help embarked
about poverty levels based on the number of people
students whilst providing a female role model
accessing (newly opened) food banks. He also
within a predominantly male environment was
said that the debate about food banks was now
hugely rewarding.
immersed in a wider argument about reform of
the benefits system.
Chantal explained that the Royal Navy continues
to provide excellent opportunities for an interesting Robin and his Co-Founder were both awarded
and varied career as well as personal development
MBEs in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list for
and travel; she is currently undertaking further
services to vulnerable people.
training in preparation for her next appointment.
Visit: royalnavy.mod.uk/careers
robinait@aol.com
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Viewing the sky with gamma-rays, the most
energetic form of light, allows us to explore an
extraordinary and extreme Universe: matter being
sucked into super-masssive black holes creating
jets of particles moving close to the speed of light;
massive stars violently exploding at the end of
their lives briefly becoming the brightest object in
the Universe; super dense neutron stars hosting
magnetic fields millions of times stronger than
anything on Earth and spinning many times per
second; the remnants of stars that underwent
huge explosions thousands of years ago continuing
to expand into the space between the stars and
accelerate particles to extraordinarily high energies;
violent thunderstorms generating pulses of
antimatter that travel thousands of kilometres across
the Earth. All of these, and much more, are revealed
by gamma-ray observatories. Designing, building,
operating and using these unusual telescopes and
observatories has been Julie McEnery's day (and
sometimes night) job since she left university.
Julie (PPC 87-98) is currently the project scientist
of NASA's Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope
with overall responsibility for all aspects of the
observatory science, operations and outreach. In
addition to using data from Fermi to explore the
gamma-ray sky, Julie relishes the opportunity to
work with teams of scientists, engineers, graphic
artists and resource analysts all over the world to
get the most out of Fermi. Julie is also Co-Director
of the Joint Space Science Institute in Maryland,
where she leads groups working at the boundary
of physics and space astronomy.
Julie's adventure into the study of the extreme
Universe began during a short trip to Dublin
in 1993. Just finishing a BSc in Physics with
Astrophysics at the University of Manchester,
Julie was wondering what to do next. On a whim,
she wandered into the Physics Department at
University College Dublin, knocked on a door
labelled "high energy astrophysics" and asked the
people inside what they did. Before she left the
department that day, she had made plans to come
back and study for a PhD in Dublin, and begin
a scientific journey that continues to this day
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The Five Years Wiser event:
a PPA tradition in the making

July 2014 saw the five year reunion of the infamous Next year it's the turn of the Class of 2010 –
Class of 2009 at The Rising Sun (the pub that has
look out for updates early in 2015
been the ruin of many a poor alumnus). Organised
by Year Group Reps Fi Rae and Johnny Neville,
with help from the PPA, it was a truly lovely evening
full of catching up. It was wonderful to see all the
'big names' in the staff mix: Mrs Collinson, Mrs
Vick, Miss Cummins, Mrs McCarey, Mr Shannon,
I think it’s safe to say that the
Ms Blake, Mrs Eatwell, Mr Dorey, and Dr Mercer
(who even wore his 2009 edition leavers’ hoody).
night proved one thing: we may
After the teachers had left, the alumni lingered
long in the bar and thanks to that trademark Prior
charm, their final round was on the house. A lot
of fun was had by all and as Fi Rae later confided:
"I think it’s safe to say that the night proved one
thing: we may be five years older but we’re not
necessarily five years wiser".

Class of 2003:
still fabulous
a decade on

be five years older but we’re not
necessarily five years wiser

Phoebe Appleby, Dominique Beaumont, Tim
Birts, Francois Bonnet, Natalie Bonnet, James
Brackley, Laura Clarke, Guy Pitts-Crick, Louisa
Close, Finbarr Cosgrove, Floss Cotton, Mike
Delaney, Andrew Edwards, Harry Elias, Victoria
Ellis-Jones, Joe Emsley, Fiona Fallon, Charles
Fane-Gladwin, Harriet Fergie, Michael Foulkes,
Year group rep, Anne-Marie Mould, aka 'Ammo' Brian Harrall, Will Harrop, Philipp Herrlinger,
(now Mrs Jenkins) contacted all her old school
Sarah Hobern, Tim Jones, Mark Lethby,
friends, inviting them to join the 10 year reunion Miriam Lloyd, Polly Fitzcharles-Morton, Rosie
fun. 50 members of the affectionately close and
Holt, Anne-Marie (née Mould) Jenkins, Izzy
tight-knit Class of 2003 returned to Prior on
Lawrence, Robert Little, Carly Maunder, Sophie
Saturday 30th November 2013 to enjoy a
O'Donovan, Camilla Reid, Anna Samuel, Lea
wonderful catch-up night with old teachers and Stankovic, Andy Papadopoullos, Nicola Pynegar,
peers. Looking fabulous in black tie this joyful
Laurent Rathborn, Joe Robinson, Minna
and talented cohort enjoyed a delicious dinner in Sharpe, Tom Simcox, Haywood Slucutt, Sophie
the Refectory and then carried their celebrations Steward, Tom Strelczak, Harriet Suenson-Taylor,
on into the night in Bath…
Madeleine Umpleby, Bertie Van der Beek,
Joanna Waters, Rachel Wright. 'Gutted' not
to be able to make it: James Osment and Ruth
Preston plus Caroline Templeton (whose flight
into Heathrow was delayed)

It was an amazing evening! It was
like being back at the sixth form
Ball again... nobody had changed

T H E G OSSI P B OWL
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Old Boys

PPA 2013

The Prior Park Old Boys Rugby game is always a
fiercely contested affair but at the same time played
in exuberant good spirits – and this year's fixture
was no different. The returners split into two teams
with Eddie Robinson’s year (Class of 2011) being
the oldest alumni in the younger old boys' team,
while Andrew Johnson’s year (Class of 2010) were
the youngest leavers in the older old boys' team,
which included Mark Ashworth from the Class
of 1979, still playing regular rugby; something for
us all to aim for! A fairly healthy turnout, most
notably from Stuart Johnson’s year group (the 2007
leavers) meant we were able to play a ten-aside game
and each side even had a few subs – for which we
were all very thankful!

Yet again the sun greeted the players on their
arrival at Bath Golf Club and after coffee and
bacon baps, battle commenced. The standard
of golf was high and the winners received their
prizes at the evening dinner:
Best Medal:
Frank Ghaidan
Net 65
(The Roy Cox Memorial Cup)
Section A: 0-19 handicap
Best Stableford:
Emilio Nella
41 pts.
(The McMahon Cup)
2nd. Stableford:
David Barber
39 pts.
Section B: 20+ handicap
Best Stableford:
Louise Blake
40 pts.
(The Factotum Putter)
2nd Stableford:
Tony Jiggins
37 pts.
Nearest the Pin:
Mike Reeves
Longest Drive:
Darren Crawford

Rugby

The first half was a close contest. The younger old
boys opened the scoring. However, the older old
boys struck straight back from the kick-off with a
try of their own. The first half was very tit for tat,
with both sides scoring four tries in a very open,
Barbarian style game. The half-time whistle was
well received, with both teams very much in need
of a breather and an opportunity to regroup.
Like the first, the second half was a closely fought
contest. Again the younger old boys scored first, but
once again, the older old boys quickly responded
with a fantastic individual try from the Nigerian
flyer Ono Jatto. The younger old boys then took a
two score lead with consecutive tries, one from Pete
Laverick and one from Wilf Neville. Despite the
older old boys responding with a try of their own,
the slightly superior fitness levels of the younger
boys made the difference, as they scored the final
try of the game, courtesy of Seb Symington and
eventually came out winners by eight tries to six.
The game was a fantastic contest, thoroughly
enjoyed by all involved. A huge thanks must go
to the Headmaster, Mr Murphy-O'Connor,
who refereed the game with skill and diplomacy.
Sam Knights
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Golf Day

Mike Stevens

Old Boys

Hockey
We had a fantastic turnout for the second outing
of our new Alumni hockey format, where the
fixture forms part of Mr Hall’s pre-season training
for the school first XI hopefuls. Many thanks to
our fine Alumni team captains, Ed Borton and
Lawrie Frere, for recruiting players and running
the squads so skilfully – and to all our families
and friends who braved the horrible weather to
support. We ran a mini tournament where the
school first played Ed’s 2010/2011 Alumni team
(PPC won 2:1) and then played Lawrie’s Alumni
team (a 2:2 draw) and finally the two Alumni
teams played each other (another 2:2 draw).
Presentations, beers and a sumptuous tea followed
in the Mansion Hall (thanks to Jane and Nick
Frere for the delicious food)

OLD BOYS RUGBY SQUAD 2013:

OLD BOYS HOCKEY SQUAD 2014: Lawrie Frere (Captain)

Back Row left to right: Mark Ashworth, Kyle Vivian, Iheuk Duru,

and Ed Borton (Captain), Steve Brady, James Powell, Dom King,

Uyiosa Oriakhi, Stuart Johnson, Harry Hall, Ehigie Oriakhi, Wilf

Harry Blathwayt, James Greene, Andrew Patterson, Jack Fisher,

Neville, Ed Johns, Headmaster (Referee) Ono Jatto, Andrew Johnson.

Archie Pearson, Ed Singleton, James Ford, Seth Tapsfield, Will

Front Row left to right: Liall Medina, Hamish Pearson, Pete

Dabell, Seb Symington, Will Matthews, Will Cavaliero, Louis

Laverick, Tom Freeman, Sam Knights, Will Matthews, James Indoe,

Tambe, Todd Mercer, Peter Borton, Matt Gallegos, Sam Deane,

Dan Ryan-Lowes, James Iberson-Hurst, Janck Penrose (staff)

Andy Barnes, Charlie Burwell, Oli Newton

Old Boys

Cricket
Capon Invitation XI vs Alumni XI
For the first time in many years, the old boys
match was played on the original Mansion square,
due to the construction of the new sports centre.
As this was Mr Capon’s last year at Prior, his
Invitation XI included some of his most talented
cricketers from the past ten years.
Alumni Captain, Charles O’Brien won the
toss and elected to field first. The Capon Xl,
Captained by James Campbell, opened with
brothers Pete and Ed Borton, accomplished
batsmen who piled on the runs. The scoring rate
was extremely high, mostly due to the proximity
of one of the boundaries, and this meant early
bowling changes – Oli Lawson got two good
quick wickets and Lincoln Rupesinghe bowled
a decent line without luck. A change of ends
brought Charles O’Brien a wicket, caught well
in the deep by James Power. Harry Elias' bowling
claimed three wickets, including the prize scalp
of James Campbell, caught superbly low by Jason
Etherington behind the stumps. The Capon Xl
declared, having scored an astonishing 248-6 from
29 overs. Congratulations to Peter Borton and
James Morrison for both scoring 53 in quick time.
After tea, the Alumni Xl opened with solid
batting by Peter Haddon and James Power. A
stand of 37 in 7 overs was only broken when Seth
Tapsfield bowled Peter Haddon (7) the perfect
leg-break, pitching leg and clipping the top of
off stump. James Power (32) batted strongly
until he was caught well by Olly Robinson off Ed
Johns' bowling. Henry Polson batted aggressively
scoring 21 from 38 balls but the Alumni Xl were
soon facing defeat at 122-7. James O’Brien (74)
and Harry Elias (60) had other ideas though and
batted superbly in a 108 run partnership that
almost saw the Alumni Xl card back to back
victories. Harry was bowled by James Campbell's
superb slower ball on the last ball of the match,
and the Alumni Xl finished on 246-9 from 40
overs; the match was drawn. Wickets were shared
evenly amongst the Capon Xl and everyone
got the chance to bowl. The game was played in
the best of Prior sporting spirit and thoroughly
enjoyed by spectators and players alike.

Headmaster’s

The
Academic Society
The Human Rights Challenge
With the help of old boy Charlie Holt, we
launched an exciting new initiative at Prior
on Monday 10th March: the Headmaster’s
Academic Society – designed to stimulate
intellectual debate and discussion amongst the
students. As the programme rolls out, we will
continue to invite alumni and other members of
the Prior Community to speak to the students
on topics from Art and Literature to Science,
Politics, Religion, History, Economics and
much else besides.

Charlie secondly challenged the idea that
human rights could be selectively applied.
With the help of the audience, the concept of
'human rights' was distilled and its essential
universality was emphasised. This was then
applied to human rights controversies, such
as prisoner voting rights. If we are to accept
the concept of human rights, Charlie argued,
we have to be consistent in its application;
if not, the concept is rendered incoherent
and meaningless.

Charlie Holt (Class of 2005) gained his GDL
at City Law School, London and is completing
his Bar qualifications. He read PPE at Lady
Margaret Hall, Oxford, where he also served in
the prestigious role of President of The Oxford
Union. In the autumn of 2014 he is off to
Northwestern University in Chicago, where he
has been awarded a full scholarship to study for
a Masters in Human Rights. A skilled orator,
Charlie gave a stimulating and challenging talk
about the motivation behind his decision to
pursue postgraduate law: human rights.

Charlie ended by arguing that if the concept
of human rights is to have any potency,
it must necessarily be divisive. Those who claim
otherwise render the concept amenable to
government control. Human rights is not for
those who want to be liked – it's for those ready
and willing to get their hands dirty.

Charlie challenged three common
misconceptions about human rights, beginning
with the 'us vs. them' paradigm which, too often,
characterises human rights discourse. Whilst
we might think ourselves a secure part of the
majority, there will always be something about
us as individuals – whether in our politics,
religion, belief set or physical characteristics
– which make us part of a minority. Indeed,
it is this heterogeneity that makes human
beings so unique! For this reason, we should
all be concerned when a minority is forced to
conform to the will of the majority.

The students took the opportunity to ask
Charlie all sorts of fascinating and impressively
well-informed questions about North Korea,
nature versus nurture, cultural mores and
traditions, trade and political sanctions and
armed intervention overseas. Charlie emphasised
the importance of setting out clear lines that
demarcate the appropriate relationship between
the individual and the state, but he was also
realistic about the complexity of practical
solutions to such volatile situations. The students
were absolutely buzzing afterwards

Charles O’Brien
PPA Cricket Ambassador

T H E G OSSI P B OWL
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Steve

Capon
Farewell Q&A
This Prior
Sporting Life

For results of all Prior's fixtures throughout
the academic year, please consult the website
schoolsports.com where you can search for Prior
Park under 'Find your School' and track our
progress on a weekly basis.
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Steve Capon joined Prior Park College as the
Q: What progress has been made within Prior's
Director of Sport in September 2003. Eleven years
Sports offering?
later, he’s embarking on a new teaching role as
House Master for the brand new Epsom College in A: We have made huge strides. Firstly we rearranged
Malaysia. We asked Mr Capon to reflect on his time
the school timetable, allowing more exposure to
at Prior before he set off with his wife Louise and
specialist coaching for all the teams (not just the
their five year old son Evan, on their great adventure.
elite) and I developed partnerships with local
schools to share facilities. The department has
Q: What is your proudest moment from your time
grown from four to eight full time staff members,
at PPC?
with recreational sport fully supported; if the
students developed a passion for an activity,
A: Of the many proud moments there are two major
they knew we would always staff it.
highlights: one in 2009, when the rugby U18s
I had been coaching played the quarter finals at
Q: Of your many roles at Prior, which have you
the Rosslyn Park 7s; it wasn't just getting to that
enjoyed the most?
stage but more about the way the boys played,
their wonderful team spirit and strong mental
A: Beyond sport, I have relished being a Baines tutor
attitude. One of the most rewarding results for
for Brownlow, teaching Maths, going to Skern
any sports teacher, alongside those who achieve
Lodge, and fabulous ski trips. I have always
professional sporting success, is when students
enjoyed the boarding community, that feeling of
take their passion for sport beyond school and
being part of an extended family. My aim as a
continue to play competitively or recreationally into
housemaster has always been to treat the boarders
adulthood. If we have nurtured a seed of interest
with the same warmth I wanted for my older
and helped sport to become a way of life, that
children, Jack and Lois, at their overseas boarding
means everything. My second highlight is the 2014
schools. My housemaster watchwords are:
Old Boys Cricket match; so many of the boys I had
warmth, fairness and consistency.
coached have maintained their love of cricket and
returned to play in my dream XI – the perfect day! Q: What have you really valued about Prior?
Q: What have you achieved that has given you
greatest satisfaction?
A: The steady rise of cricket and of girls' netball at
Prior have been really pleasing and I'm delighted
that all girls' sports have gained real momentum.
Our regular fixture lists are now much more
challenging, which has allowed our whole sporting
effort to grow and develop. As a sportsman myself
(injuries notwithstanding!), I always strive to
challenge myself – an ethos I have tried to bring to
the Sports Department at Prior.

A: I have loved every minute at Prior... this stunning
site of course, but more than that, the school ethos is
key to job satisfaction. Here everybody can be what
they want to be with the caring support of peers –
and that goes for the staff as well as the students!
That is something truly special

Once again it has been a wonderful year of sport. Boys Cricket: the first XI completed the
season with some good wins against KES,
Boys Hockey: the first XI won all but one
Wells Cathedral School and The Forty (or XL)
match this season and the boys were county
Club and rounded off with an exciting match
champions at U16.
against Geelong College from Australia.
Girls Hockey: the first XI were Avon
county champions and unbeaten in full fixtures
for the third consecutive season, despite an
increasingly challenging fixture list which now
includes Dean Close, Bryanston and Sherborne.
The U13, U14 and U18s all qualified for the
West of England finals.
Boys Rugby: the first XV beat KES again (!) and
Colston's for the first time, plus we now have block
fixtures with Kings Taunton and Malvern College.

Tennis: the link between the LTA Academy at
the University of Bath and Prior Park is now very
strong and will develop further.
Individual Sports: all these outstanding
students have national ranking: Toby Heaton
(rowing), Harry Palmer (triathlon), Zara Neill,
Georgie Howes and Maisie Say (equestrian).
Steve Capon
Director of Sport

A first class sports
facility for Prior
have been able to see much as the site is cordonedoff, but thanks to some clever technology by way of
a time-lapse camera, you don’t have to miss a thing.
Take a look at our You Tube link for regular updates
youtube.com/watch?v=J42lElI-CWY

The 10th February 2014 will go down in history
as a monumental day for Prior Park. After many
years in the planning, the vision of building a first
class sports facility became a reality. The celebratory
turf was cut by Prior ambassador and ex-England
rugby international Lewis Moody MBE, Paragon
teacher and former modern British pentathlete,
Kate Allenby MBE, Headmaster James MurphyO’Connor and Beard construction.

One of the most formative
influences on my childhood was
sport. The love of sport – and
the joy it still gives me – remains
a central theme in my life
– James Murphy-O'Connor

Thanks to the fine weather, work has continued
almost uninterrupted and the project looks
set to be completed on time in the spring of
2015. If you have visited Prior this year you will not

There are naming opportunities available too,
if that is of interest, and of course we welcome
general donations of any size. If you feel able to

 Four badminton courts with capacity for tennis
and netball, volleyball, basketball, table tennis,
5-a-side football and for hockey practice –
playing off the walls
 A dedicated fitness centre with thirty state-ofthe-art stations designed for fitness, strength and
endurance training
 A large classroom with direct viewing into the
Sports Centre
 Four changing rooms
 A medical room
 An office and foyer
 A function space leading onto a large viewing
gallery overlooking the cricket pitches and the
all-weather pitches
Melanie Ball
Director of Development

We NEED your help
We are grateful to those of you who have supported
us so far with kind donations, but we really do
still need your continued help. So now that
construction is well under way, we are asking you
to join us and consider making a purchase from our
shopping list to complete this project. We hope that
there is something here to tempt you.

This project will be one of the most ambitious ever
undertaken, but one of the most necessary. It will
be a far cry from our existing facilities; a beacon for
future sporting success at Prior. At a build cost of
£4.5 million, this new Sports Centre will feature:

contribute, please do so knowing that you will be
making a difference to pupils at Prior Park and
supporting them in their learning, in their growth
and in their development. For that I thank you.
For further information please contact
Melanie Ball, Director of Development
mball@thepriorfoundation.com or telephone
01225 835353 Ext 257 and I will be happy to
discuss this with you further
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Alumni
Sunday 22nd June 2014

Magical midsummer Alumni Day
This memorable day started with Mass where,
for the third year running, the Alumni Choir
sang with great melodic depth, alongside
the student choristers. The congregation
was enchanted by the first communion of
several younger students plus the first Corpus
Christi procession in many years, wending its
traditional way to the Mansion House via the
Portico steps.
ALUMNI CHOIR MEMBERS INCLUDED:
Andrew Martin, Megan Humphreys, James Moore, Anna Playfair,
Tor Tuckey, George Hyde, Anna-Fleur Rawlinson, Elke Haworth,
James Haworth, Tom Hayward, Will Acton, Peter Lynch,
Kasia Mill, David Parker, Annie Frere, Joe Barron-Snowden,
Christina Bovill-Rose, Pete Vaughan-Fowler, Chris Kershaw
and Fernando Bovill-Rose.

At the best attended Alumni Day on record,
over 130 guests were soon up on the top field,
basking in the sunshine and enjoying the hog
roast lunch with strawberries, plus Marshfield
ice creams on sale from a stylish vintage bicycle.
Nobody was spared the calorific onslaught! The
youngsters enjoyed traditional village fete games
including pin the tail on the donkey, flowerpot
bounce, paper aeroplanes, beat the goalie (we still
had world cup fever then) and face painting, run
by our senior Prior students. Thanks to former
Prior parent power, Nick Frere's S.O.S. generator
allowed the children to enjoy an exuberant final
hour or two on the bouncy castle.
Meanwhile our alumni, and some of their parents,
were busy catching up with old friends and former
teachers: the Class of 64 were celebrating their
50th anniversary and the Class of 94, their 20th.
Returning staff members included: Gerard Kilroy,
Roy Batters, Ros Kimball, Eileen McPeake, and
John and Jesmary Stuart, some of whom had not
been back for many years, but who all relished
the opportunity to re-connect with their former
pupils and discover the paths they had taken.
The afternoon included a guided tour of the
College plus the special 'Goodbye Mr Capon'
cricket match, which rounded off a perfect day
(see PPA cricket report on page 11)
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Day
Class of 1994 – 20 year reunion
Catching up with old friends online is now
routine, but far-sighted members of the Class
of '94 (Will Acton and Vince Mehers) saw the
opportunity for a real reunion in the summer of
2014. PPA Year Group Reps Will, Julian Jackson
and Caroline Paskell then took up the baton.

Station. Here they were joined by: Vince Mehers,
Caroline Paskell, Jemma Crawley, Jonathan Beck,
Julian Jackson and Charlie O'Brien, plus a host of
their significant others.

Other 1994 pupils joined on Sunday's Alumni
Day, singing in the choir (James Moore, Will
Acton and Elke Haworth), taking the Old Boys
cricket team to near-victory (well done Charlie
With a setting as grand as Prior, and the offer
O'Brien), enjoying the hog roast, sunny setting and
of fine dining in the Mansion House (a rare event school tour and catching up with staff including
20 years ago), interest built quickly months ahead. Eileen McPeake, Roy Batters, Gerard Kilroy,
The reality of life two decades on, however, meant Ros Kimble and Denis Clarke.
that whilst the food and company appealed to
many, being there to enjoy it was not so simple.
Sparking ideas for a quarter-century reunion,
New babies, new houses, holidays and life
the weekend was a great reminder of the best of
abroad constrained numbers, but the planning
those school years.
reconnected people online and the cross-section
who gathered over the weekend made the reunion Caroline Paskell
a great success, with people travelling from as far
as South Africa (cheers Vince).
After Friday night drinks (with Philip Huggett,
Charlie O'Brien, Will Acton, Daniel Hancock
and Vince Mehers) in that favoured sixth-form
haunt, The Crystal Palace, the main reunion
was held on Saturday evening. With lower
numbers it was not the black-tie dinner originally
envisaged, but a very lively and late-running
event nevertheless (thanks to Will for organising
the venue). The evening started with pre-dinner
drinks, where more old faces met for the first time
in many years and then moved on to the new
Graze Restaurant and Brewery next to Bath Spa

Armed Forces Alumni Day –
Sunday 21st June 2015
The PPA is grateful to insightful Alumni Day
makeover committee members: Marie Young,
Ian Haddon, Terry Ilott, Simon Morgan and
Will Acton who met in January 2014 and
devised this winning family-friendly format.
The other great idea that emerged was to give
the day an overarching focus, with specific
appeal. For 2015, Alumni Day will have a
special Armed Forces theme alongside our
new family focus. Many of our alumni are
or have been involved in the services and the
school's strong CCF corps has a proud heritage.
Geoff Cardozo and Fred McMurray have
already agreed to give talks about their time in
uniform and we would be pleased to hear from
anybody with a services background who could
contribute to the day. Please email the PPA
Office on: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com

T H E G OSSI P B OWL
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Golden Anniversary for the Class of 1964 and friends
Peter Lynch pointed out that almost everybody had
a school nickname (many still in use today!) and
Bob recalled a few in verse:

It's impossible to express the
importance of friendships made at
the age of 11, when first arriving
at an imposing senior school like
Prior... or to sum up what those
enduring and undiminished
friendships mean to us all...

"I'm sure we all have different memories and fondness
for those times, so first some names that bring it all
back to mind: Jack, Heap, Lovelady, Titch, Kipper,
Mosey, Farmer, Shoulders, Bones, Crusher, Wally,
The Moles, McHugh, Collyer, Mostyn, Vic – all good
men and true, and names that trigger fond memories,
some of which belong to you"

They remembered:
 making illicit toast against a gas fire in St Peter's
 the fabulous 1963 Christmas Revue (David
Connolly brought the original programme along)
 the (early ‘60s) way that both masters and boys
respected the need for alcoholic refreshment!
 annual summer outings to Cheddar Gorge
 Peter Lynch's intoxicating strawberry fizz,
PPA Year Group Reps Bob Rayner and Peter
fermented in the bowels of an old piano
Haddon were the heroes of this joyful weekend.
in St Peter's
Since June 2013, when the 50th celebration plan was  the moment in the Academy Hall when
President Hooper broke the news of Jack
hatched, they worked tirelessly to locate and invite as
Kennedy's assassination
many peers as possible. They invested hours of time
and no less affection in arranging the entire reunion
They couldn't recall why Cameron became
weekend including a tour of old school haunts and
known as Darryl F Mackintosh at the ‘63 Revue
uncannily familiar rooms in St Paul's plus dinner in
(something to do with Hollywood producer, Darryl
the Academy Hall on Saturday 21st June, followed
Zanuck perhaps?). But one 50 year old riddle
by College Mass, the hog roast lunch and cricket
was solved for David Connolly, when he finally
on Sunday. Old boys flew in from all corners of the
discovered the identities of the school bell thief and
world to attend.
his two accomplices... On the very last morning of
term in July 1964, Br Keegan was unable to find the
Bob and Peter have been playing in the old boys
bell used to wake the boys, and David, who was a
cricket fixture since 2005. That meeting expanded
to include Chris Kershaw, Mike O'Dowd and Ricky school prefect, was asked to get everybody up and
Carter, with an annual summer get together of these out. The bell was finally spotted on top of the Cross
adventurous boys, later badged 'The Moles', who got on the Chapel; needless to say, the Brothers were
not amused, but no culprits were ever found.
lost in Combe Down's mines whilst at school.
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The Class of 64 toasted today's College, many
acknowledging their education, but above all
the lessons of life learned at Prior. They also
remembered old friends, sadly no longer with us:
Noel Horrobin, David Dixon, Paul Hope, David
Merchant, Damian Muir and David Fitzgerald.

It was as though time had stood still
and we'd all met a matter of days
before – even though for some it
had been a full fifty years! More
than magical, the reunion weekend
was the experience of a lifetime

Those who joined this unforgettable weekend
included: David Connolly, Geoff Ferreira,
Simon Wallace, Peter and Robyn Cotton,
Andrew Martin, Ian Haddon, Chris Kershaw,
Ricky and Ursula Carter, German and Halina
Sanchez, Brian and Siobhan Akers, John Healy,
Laurence Gibney, Peter Lynch, Peter Wells
and partner Heather Parnass, Mike O'Dowd,
Tony (aka Arthur) Lowe, Bob Rayner and Peter
Haddon. Apologies came from: Peter Broadbent,
Sir Cameron Mackintosh, Julian Joshua, Patrick
Robinson and Graham Farquharson

PREPARATORY

report

Mark Pearce

The Arts played a prominent role in the success
of this academic year. Beyond our annual music
concerts and drama productions, the Arts were
enriched by our involvement in the Cirencester Hare
Our new pupil code of conduct, The Prior Way,
Festival, of which we are a proud sponsor. Year 5
has encouraged pupils to be more aware of what it
pupils were chosen to be involved with this project,
means to be a member of the Prior community and
which has seen an abundance of fibreglass model
to place greater emphasis upon their own positive
hares distributed around the town. The aim was to
contribution to the world around them. The code
decorate the hare with 'found' objects and mosaics,
encompasses forgiveness, sharing, honesty, listening, with our main inspiration being the Egyptian Queen,
good manners, kindness and striving always to be
Cleopatra. It was wonderful for the children to be
your ‘best self ’ in everything you do. These values and involved with the wider community and they were
characteristics were evident throughout all we did as thrilled to see their work on display in a large town.
a school this year.
Undoubtedly, one of the highlights of the year
We also launched a new personal development
for our senior pupils was the music and cultural
Prior Award Scheme for our Year 5 and 6 pupils.
tour to Barcelona. Barcelona epitomises all things
It proved an invaluable learning experience for those Catalonian and the rich history of the city, as well
who chose to dedicate their Saturday mornings to
as the talents of its artists, including Gaudí, Picasso
activities such as sailing, canoeing, raft building,
and Dalí, are visible throughout the many important
photography and circus skills, thereby developing
museums and landmarks. The pupils enjoyed all of
new skills and improving self-confidence, belief,
the main attractions of the city including Montserrat
teamwork and leadership.
Monastery, Park Guell, Las Ramblas and of course,
La Sagrada Familia. Our next major overseas visit is a
We welcomed our first Mexican pupils, who spent a
sports tour to Dubai in 2015, which promises to be
year with us and made an excellent contribution to
equally exciting and challenging
the whole school, giving fabulous presentations to our
youngest students about Mexican culture and history.

PARAGON
report

Andrew Harvey

It has been a great year at The Paragon with
plenty to celebrate. I have been impressed with
the standards achieved academically and the
effort and diligence of the children. They have
made strong progress because they are not afraid
to ask, they will try new things because they
are not afraid to fail and they enjoy a variety
of teaching approaches that leads to a rich and
varied curriculum. At The Paragon we place great
value on core subjects, but not at the expense of
the wider areas of school life. Above all, I want
us to produce young people who are confident,
but not arrogant, with strong self-esteem and
deeply-rooted morals.
Witness our fantastic productions this year:
The Pied Piper and Aladdin Trouble, alongside
Pre-Prep’s wonderful Nativity, and one gets a
snapshot of what makes Paragon children so
unique and special. Music has once again thrived
this year. Approximately 65% of children are
learning at least one musical instrument; the
standard across the board has been superb. I was
so proud of the sixty children who participated
in, and were so successful at, the Mid Somerset
Festival. The performance of Noyes Fludde, put

on jointly with pupils from our senior school,
was a great success – we have another one
planned. On the development side we are all
excited by the new Music School which will be
built over the summer holidays; it will provide
a fitting environment for all our musicians. We
are immensely grateful to a local charitable trust
which has made a very generous contribution to
our new music school, and we are very thankful
for their support.
Sport has featured highly this year and what
has impressed me is not so much that we have
enjoyed success, but the smiles on the faces of
the children taking part. The fact that pupils
competed hard, yet supported each other
wholeheartedly at Sports Day, embodied the
spirit shown by the children. The children are
very creative here and they really enjoy their
art; they are given opportunities to express
themselves and their work is valued. The value
of sport, activities, drama, art, design and music
is vital in fulfilling our aim of providing an
all-round education

T H E G OSSI P B OWL

17

Your Legacy,
their Future
There can be no greater gift, and no more
personal a gift than a gift pledged in your will.
Your will is an important responsibility and
those closest to you will naturally remain in your
thoughts. Once they are provided for, expressing
your support and affection for The Prior
Foundation by leaving a legacy ensures that you
can make your own unique contribution to our
future and to the future of our pupils.
The Prior Foundation is rich in heritage, it is rich
in talent, it is rich in opportunity, but our general
reserves are minimal. In 2012 we launched our
Foundation Appeal, to support our development
over the next few years, both in terms of
preserving our heritage, but also through
providing bursarial support. Leaving a legacy is a
simple, tax-efficient way to offer your support to
the Foundation Appeal, helping both to increase
Having a connection with Prior Park you may
our bursarial fund for those struggling under
financial constraints, and helping as guardians of know that the Palladian Mansion House at the
heart of the College was built for Ralph Allen
our beautiful environment.
in 1741 and designed by John Wood the Elder.
In 1829 Bishop Baines purchased the estate and
As a general rule:
 Gifts to registered charities are wholly exempt a few years later commissioned Bath architect, H E
from inheritance tax
Goodridge, to lay out the doubly curved stairway
 If you decide to leave all of your estate to
leading down from the Portico at the original
charities, no inheritance tax will be paid from front of the Mansion. The aspect commands
your estate at all
fine views down the valley to the formal gardens,
 If you choose to leave part of your estate
including the world renowned Palladian Bridge
to relatives and friends, you can reduce the
and it has been a delight to welcome many of you
inheritance tax payable by also making a
for ‘drinks on the Portico’ this year.
bequest to a registered charity
These beautiful steps have, however, been
If you would like more information on leaving off-limits to students and guests for some months
a gift to The Prior Foundation and how we can now, due to their poor state of repair. School fee
help you reduce your inheritance tax, please
income cannot fund the enhancements and repairs
contact Melanie Ball, Director of Development required to protect our architectural heritage.
on 01225 835353 Ext 257 or by email on:
mball@thepriorfoundation.com You can
Permission has been sought and granted by Bath
also find further information on our website:
& North East Somerset Council to replace the
thepriorfoundation.com/development/
stone work on the curved stairway sections with
legacy-gifts/
Portland stone and to recycle good pieces of
Bath stone to replace the worn steps on the main
With thanks for your support.
stairway leading to and from the Mansion House.

HERITAGE
& FUNDRAISING

Melanie Ball
Director of Development
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Thanks to the dedication and tenacity of
a working party led by Kate Harris in the
Development Office, we have secured a grant of
£73,000 from The Country Houses Foundation,
representing approximately 50% of the overall
cost. We continue to seek support for the
remaining 50% to restore the natural beauty

quickly, so that the steps are free to be enjoyed
by our pupils and the community once more.
Work is scheduled to start in spring 2015 so
please do help us if you can. Your support would
be most welcome.
Through our ‘Give Back Time’ Appeal we are
aiming to restore the clocks of both St Peter’s and
St Paul’s buildings. The total cost of this project is
just short of £10,000 so if you are keen to help,
we would love to hear from you.
Fundraising continues in earnest too for our much
loved Chapel, a hugely significant place for many
in our community. Although we have raised over
£20,000 towards fully enhancing sound, lighting
and the overall aesthetics, the total project will cost
in the region of £115,000, so I encourage all of you
who hold the Chapel dear to kindly support us
where you can.
Other key projects this year involve moving and
upgrading the Art Department and improving
our Science provision at the College, plus
providing a new music school at The Paragon...
we don’t stand still!
If you would like further information
or are in a position to help with any of these
projects then please do get in touch with
Kate Harris, Development Assistant on:
kateharris@thepriorfoundation.com
Tel: 01225 835353 Ext 244, or visit our website
thepriorfoundation.com/development

LENDING A
The Good Schools Guide describes a bursary as
being awarded for “helping out the impoverished
but deserving and those fallen on hard times."
Whilst ‘impoverished’ may give a vision of those
who are destitute, it does, however, focus on a key
factor, ‘deserving’.
We believe that all children who are deserving of,
and could benefit from, a Prior education should
ideally be able to access one. We are also well aware
that children already receiving an education with
us may experience significant change in their
circumstances and they too should be allowed
to continue their studies. We have a moral
responsibility to help, especially at their critical
educational milestones.
Mr Michael King, the new chair of Governors of
The Prior Foundation, addressed the board in July
this year and said:
“There are undoubtedly improvements to be made in
the facilities of all our schools, but my main concern
will be the creation of a serious bursary fund, from
surplus income and through fundraising to help us
widen the access to our schools. I believe that there are
three reasons for having a substantial bursary fund:

Helping HAND
So we believe this is the right thing to do. Since
2012 the Development Office has seen the demand
for bursaries increase dramatically; over 15% of
students in the academic year 2013-2014 received
some form of bursary. In financial terms this was
a cost to the Foundation of almost £300,000 and
that figure is set to increase next year.
So far this year we have raised just over £21,500
to secure the continued education of some of our
current students. As one beneficiary’s father said:

Education goes beyond
academia; I have seen a change
in my son over the time he has
spent at the College, and the
school is helping to mould him
into a young man I’m already
proud of

Our values: As a Catholic Christian foundation
we want to ensure our offer is available to as many
students who could benefit as possible.
Self-preservation: Many friends of mine who may
have educated their own children in independent
schools will not necessarily be able to fund the next
generation through a private school education
without significant help.

This September we welcomed three students to the
College to begin their Sixth Form studies on 100%
bursaries, thanks to a local charitable trust. This is a
milestone for us, but we want to do so much more.
With your help I know we can achieve it.

Charitable status: The debate on whether
independent schools are genuinely charitable has not
gone away – many people have their own definition of
charity and often private schools are not included.”

One way of achieving this success is through
increasing the amount of committed or regular
giving to The Prior Foundation. The greater
number of people who make a regular gift,
however small, the more we can do. Of course

we want the bigger gifts too and I give my sincere
thanks to those of you who have already helped.
Many schools and universities run a telethon in
order to raise awareness of the need for support
beyond fee income and we will be conducting our
first in the summer of 2015. Our callers will be
current students and recent leavers, many of whom
will have been recipients of a bursarial award
themselves. I do hope that you will welcome them
and enjoy speaking to them about the Prior of
today, and offer your support where you can.
If you feel that you can help with making
a donation to increase our bursary fund
now then please do contact me by email
mball@thepriorfoundation.com or by phone
01225 835353 Ext 257 or visit our website
thepriorfoundation.com/development
Melanie Ball
Director of Development

Watch this space…
We value our communication with you,
so in order to keep our costs to a minimum
and contact you easily, it is important
that we constantly review the quality and
accuracy of our data. We will shortly be
sending you a Personal Information Form
(PIF) either by email if we have your details
or in the post if within the UK.
It would be helpful if you could spare a few
moments to complete this, so you don’t
miss out on any important news and events.
You can also update your details online,
just visit: priorparkalumni.com and click
on LOGIN on the top right-hand side.
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Grainne and Alan Evans

Jamie and Belinda Dawson

Stephanie and William Young

On Saturday 31 May 2014 Grainne Sweeney
(Class of 2006) married her fiancé Alan Evans at
the chapel of Our Lady of the Snows. Although
Grainne met Alan through her older brother
about ten years earlier, it wasn't until she was at
Cardiff studying Medicine that their relationship
blossomed.

On Friday 23rd August 2013 Jamie Dawson
(Class of 1999) married Belinda Brown at the
Chapel of Our Lady of the Snows. The ceremony
and beautiful chapel, decorated with colourful
sunflowers, set the tone for a special, bright and
fun day. As did Belinda’s shoes!

On Saturday 14 June 2014 Stephanie Forester
(Class of 2004) was married to William Young
by Father Malcolm Smeaton at a lovely service
in the Chapel of Our Lady of the Snows. The
reception was held at Stephanie’s parents’ house
in the brilliant sunshine on the lawn in front
of the Royal Crescent. Many of Stephanie’s old
school friends attended and Zoe Bristow (Class
of 2006, who now works with both Stephanie
and Will) sang beautifully during the signing of
the register. Both Rachel and Tom Owens also
attended and Rachel did a reading.

It was a perfect day with guests coming from far
and wide, with family and friends joining them
from various places in the UK as well as from
Canada and Thailand, including Nick Morrison
(Class of 2005).

Many family, including Jamie's sister Kim, now
Mrs Foxell and brother Sam as groomsman,
(both of whom also studied at Prior), and friends
attended from Northern Ireland, London and
Bath. Jamie's old Clifford House friends Ed
Acton, Will Moore and Simon Marks were there,
plus Bob and Jane (née Gilmer) Russett. Jamie
fondly remembered the Chapel and fabulous
organ from his days in the school choir. Guests
commented on the incredible views over the
Palladian Bridge (which was also painted by
Belinda’s stepmother on the front cover of the
order of service). The celebrations continued at
Wick Farm barn, with the presence of loved ones
and the many personal touches making it
an unforgettable day for the bride and groom.

The ceremony was beautiful with music from
ex-teachers at All Hallows Prep school, and
Noctis choir singing gorgeous anthems during
the signing of the register. Holding her wedding
at Prior brought back fantastic memories of
Grainne's days at the College, with the Chapel
in particular reminding her of her time as Head
Sacristan. The service was followed by photos at
the Palladian Bridge and drinks on the Mansion
steps with that fantastic view, before a delicious
wedding breakfast in the Academy Hall, followed Jamie and Belinda met whilst working
by a high spirited ceilidh in the dining room.
for Deloitte Consulting and started their
relationship a couple of years later, by which time
Grainne is completing her second year as a
they both had different jobs. Jamie works in the
doctor in North Wales and the couple are
reinsurance industry as an analyst and Belinda
looking forward to moving to Surrey where
works for Diageo as a finance procurement
Grainne is due to start paediatrics training in
manager. They recently bought a flat in Earlsfield;
September
an area in which they love living, although they
do like to get back home to Bath and Northern
Ireland when they can jdawson2402@gmail.com

W

eddings at Prior
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Stephanie met Will when they were both
training at Travers Smith in London. Stephanie
and Will are now both corporate lawyers at
Travers Smith, specialising in private equity
M&A and live in London. Stephanie studied
Law at Bristol University, before going on to
be a lawyer in London
Celebrate at Prior – private venue hire
The College can provide a stunning venue
for your wedding, private party, corporate or
sporting event. Venues for hire include the
Chapel, the Mansion Hall and portico, the
Academy Hall, the John Wood Chapel, the
Refectory and the Pavilion. Please contact
Debbie O’Bryan if you would like more
information on availability or catering.
Email ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
or call 01225 835353 ext 244

Gossip
1960 & earlier

Peter Taft (PPC 47-52) keeps in touch with
fellow Catenian, Ferdi Sanchez (PPC 50-55) in
Congratulations to Patrick St George-Barry (PPC Birmingham. From 1957 until retirement in ’86,
26-32) our oldest known old boy, who celebrated
Peter had a motor business there. He retained
his 100th birthday at his home in France in August his interest in motorcycles and caravanning, later
2014. Patrick became a knight of the Légion
adding archaeology, subterranean artefact detection,
d’Honneur in 2006 when his role in the WWII
DIY and photography, plus kept tech-savvy with
commando raid on St Nazaire, later known as
an OU BSc Hons SysPrac in ’98. In 2005 he moved
‘Operation Chariot’, was recognised by the
to Shropshire. As a Leukaemia sufferer, he is slowly
French government.
returning to a more active life following a 'minor
miracle' in May 2014. Of Peter’s five children,
two, with seven of his grandchildren, live in
Australia. His brother Paul Taft (PPC 47-53) is in
Alvechurch, Worcestershire and they meet regularly
peter.taft@btinternet.com
Leonard de Freitas (PPC 37) is our oldest old
boy still loyally attending PPA events at Prior. An
honoured guest at the Veterans Lunch in October
each year, Leonard retains vivid memories of his
school days, including the inimitable Br Burke.
Brian Warren-Peachey (Class of 39) runs Leonard
a close second! Look out for Brian's school day
memories appearing on the PPA website under the
GOSSIP BOWL tab soon.
June 6th 2014 reminded Edgar Martin (Class of
47) of that day at Prior 70 years earlier. The boys
were having a retreat and expected not to talk, but
muttering 'it's the invasion'. A great day after four
years of war and a justified reason for breaking
silence! edmartin29@hotmail.com
The Buckley brothers would like to hear from
any other ‘survivors’! Mick (ex PPC 47) qualified
in Medicine and went to the States, where he still
resides and Dick (PPC 41-49) also qualified in
Medicine but added a dental degree later, opening
a dental practice in Bromley, Kent. He was joined
there by younger brother Mark (ex PPC 51) and
they enjoyed over 35 years of happy partnership.
Dick: buckser@eircom.net, Mick: mickser@aol.com
and Mark: mark@buckleyemail.co.uk
Brian Smith (41-48) aged 84 is still enjoying life
and embracing croquet, the theatre, cruise holidays
and keeping in touch with old friend Gerald
Walker Brian.m.smith@btinternet.com
Tony Jiggins (43-50) keeps in touch with Jim
Coelho, Patrick Mason and Christopher
Whitmarsh-Everiss tonyjiggins@talktalk.net

Andy Owen (Class of 57) is still playing tennis and
lunches periodically with Tony Saul (54) and Tim
Cox (55) at Midhurst. Andy met former PPC staff
John and Maggie Shinkwin who are property
hunting around Farnham andrew.owen@uwclub.net
Cesar Guillen Nunez (PPC 55-59) is still active at
the Macao Ricci Institute in Macau, and presented
a paper at Boston College, Massachusetts for the
200th anniversary of the Society of Jesus. His
recent article "The Portrait of Matteo Ricci" is
available at: booksandjournals.brillonline.com/
content/journals/22141332/1/3. Cesar’s younger
brother Andres (PPC 53-61) lives with his wife
in an hacienda near Panama city and both fondly
remember Prior friends cgnunes2001@yahoo.co.uk

Jean-Francois Samson (Class of 55) is moving
from Paris to Nice in search of a better quality of life George Heftman (PPC 50-59) was delighted
Jean-francois.samson2@wanadoo.fr
to acquire two new grandchildren in 2014;
daughter Anna produced Samuel, and wife to his
Samir El-Khoury (Class of 56) celebrated brother son Matthew produced Freddie George!
Rafik’s 75th birthday in Beirut in May 2014.
georgeheftman@yahoo.co.uk
Mounir, their youngest brother flew in from
Brussels with his wife Diana, and Samir’s son Samy Tony Watts (PPC 52-59) is retiring from
joined the week’s festivities from Basel, Switzerland. professional activities in research and public
Mounir’s son Alexander (PPC 86-91) gave uncles policy related to career guidance. Now editor
Rafik and Samir framed James Scrase prints of Prior. of the Handel News, he is running a class on
Toasting the 75th from l to r: Samir, Rafik and
Handel operas for the University of the Third
Mounir elkhoury2009@yahoo.com
Age in Cambridge. He has been elected a Fellow
Commoner of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge.
His brother Paul Watts (PPC 55-62) continues
to divide his life between Ocean Shores in
Australia, Belle Plagne in France and Dunchurch
in Warwickshire (for surfing, skiing, golf, concerts
and theatre) tony.watts@zen.co.uk
Bernard Gillan (Class of 56) is neither working,
travelling, nor getting any younger (!) but does hope
to visit the UK for the 2015 Rugby World Cup
berngill@worldonline.co.za
George William ‘Hervey’ Good (PPC 50-58)
plans to attend the 2014 Veterans Lunch in
October. Pictured below the Good brothers, l to r:
Hervey (Harry), Anthony (Joe) (PPC 54-62) and
Adrian (PPC 66-71)

Jim Coelho (Class of 59) had a succession of
strokes and moved into sheltered accommodation
in Bradford on Avon. While recovering, his wife
Rosemary who has Alzheimer’s was in a care home.
Jim’s son, Anthony (Class of 81) runs a dental
practice in Saltash, and also works at the Peninsula
Dental School; he accompanied a student group to
work on the Amazon, Peru in July. Jim sees Patrick
Mason regularly, who also lives in Bradford on Avon.
Peter Keenan (PPC 52-59) still teaches part
time at Finchley Catholic High School and is
recovering from a knee replacement. He keeps in
touch with Tim Dean but both would like to hear
from contemporaries Mick Newling and David
Harrison pk015o1092@blueyonder.co.uk
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In October 2013 Michael Francis Roberts (PPC
51-59) was awarded the Chilean Order of Bernardo
O'Higgins, a distinction bestowed on non-Chileans
who have shown a permanent commitment to
Chile. H.E. the Chilean Ambassador to the Court
of St James presented the award for Michael (and
his Chilean wife)’s work for the Anglo-Chilean
Society mf.roberts@btinternet.com

school. Marie-Blanche continues to be successful as
an abstract painter and Peter still enjoys walking in
the woods and army training grounds near Fleet.
He keeps in frequent contact with Wilfrid de
Freitas and Sean Lacey and after twenty odd
years, has retired from the PPA Committee
peterhilton@waitrose.com

Since 2000, Michael Cross (Class of 62) and his
wife have enjoyed life on the Isle of Eriskay (in the
southern Outer Hebrides). Michael works harder
in retirement (as volunteer community bus driver,
computer repairer and Treasurer of the Community
Hall) than when employed! Gossip Bowl updates
remind him of peers but UK trips are just annual
Prince Adan Czartoryski (PPC 54-59) is currently visits to Hove in Sussex to see family (two daughters
based in Madrid and hoping one day to get back to and six grandsons) – and Prior remains a memory
the UK for a PPA event.
gm2fz@isle-of-eriskay.co.uk
Roland Mazery (Class of 60) continues to live at
1100 metres on his small estate in the Kwa-Zulu
Natal Midlands, tending to his arboretum. He has
four grown up sons, all married with children: Rad
in Durban; Adrian in New Malden, Barnes, near
London (who bought Roland a PPA tie whilst in
Bath); fanatical surfer Julian, also in Durban, and
the youngest Marc in a small coastal village outside
Melbourne, Australia. Roland and his wife are
excited about spending time in November together
with the whole family mazery@mweb.co.za
Wilfred Garcia (Class of 1960) still lives in Spain
and enjoys travel. He meets Barry Plews for dinner
with their wives, on Barry’s annual trip. Wilfred sees
Patrick Gregory at their dinner club and enjoyed
meeting the Headmaster in Gibraltar for alumni
drinks in May. Mounir El-Khoury was in touch
with many old boys in Wilfred’s area but sadly they
missed each other.
Mike Headon (Class of 60) had a long career
with IBM and lives in Hampshire in retirement,
happily surrounded by his family and a collection
of cameras and motorcycles (some older than him!)
mike.headon@ntlworld.com
Patrick Ryan (PPC 53-60) moved back to the
UK from Jersey in 2013 and is living in Norton,
near Doncaster, S Yorks. He plays golf and still
goes target rifle shooting, a skill learned aged 14
at Prior. He had the sad news that Paul Crocker
(Class of 58) passed away, aged 69, in November
2012. Patrick would like to hear from Patrick Balfe
(1960) or David De Vere (1958?) if anybody can
help? patrick@metlands.com

1961 – 1970
Peter Hilton (Class of 62) still travels two days a
week to London, with his wife Marie-Blanche to
look after grandchildren Emily and Toby, while
their daughter Sophie teaches Science at Toby’s
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Over from Montreal, Wilfrid de Freitas (Class
of 62) and his wife Susan joined Peter Hilton
(1962) and family at Peter’s surprise 70th party.
Wilfrid enjoyed retired GP Sean (aka Michael)
Biddulph (62)’s delicious cooking at home in
Hove, plus made contact with Peter Waring
(62). Wilfrid also keeps up with Ian Short (62) in
British Columbia, Michael Somerscales (also 62)
in Portland, Oregon and, Philip Wight (62) in
Wimbledon and Geoff Ferreira (64), now a retired
GP in Cambridgeshire plus Chris Lennon (64)
in Afghanistan. Wilfrid and Susan still enjoy their
antiquarian book business. He welcomes contact
wilfrid@defreitasbooks.com
Peter da Costa (57-63) is enjoying retirement,
taking holidays with his wife and family, and
making music peterdacosta@blueyonder.co.uk
Chris Dowse (Class of 66) thoroughly enjoyed
the mini reunion at the 2013 Veterans Lunch of
old boys and peers including Adrian FitzGerald,
Jamie Forsyth, John Morris, John Healy and
John Iles. The years rolled away as they discussed
their varied experiences after 47 years! Chris is
doubly enthused about the proposed 50 year
reunion for the Classes of 66/67 in 2016, urging
anybody with contact details to email Fitz or him
chrisdowse586@btinternet.com
James Avenell, now aged 67, was at Cricklade
from 57 to 59 and Prior until 1966. By 1968 James
was a Regimental Officer in the Royal Marines,
became a probation officer in 77, then in 78 went
self-employed in the wine trade, supplying Prior
with wines for a dinner in the final CB years; his
last contact with the College! In 1990 he joined the
Home Office in Immigration, first at Heathrow and
then from 2005 in Devon & Cornwall. Since ’85
he has been a Regimental Officer with the TA and
more recently, HSF, 6LI in Cornwall. James plans to
join the PPA Armed Services Alumni Day in June
2015 James.Avenell@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Great joy for Michael Druce (62-67) and wife
Diane when granddaughter, Londyn arrived in
March 2013. On a recent UK trip they visited
Cricklade and were delighted to find Michael and
classmates in a 1958 photo. Based in Connecticut,
Michael’s business continues to grow and he still
plays golf, extending a warm welcome to peers
drucekm@gmail.com
Michael Callander (Class of 68) hopes soon
to be fishing on the gentle West Coast of Ireland
with contemporary Vivian Gallagher who was
inspired to find a place there. Michael urges readers
to look up the stunning Wild Atlantic Way
drcallander@hotmail.com
Kieran Shaw (PPC 61-68) completed Business
& Economics higher education in London,
followed by a series of senior executive posts in
financial control and project management for major
international companies’ oil and gas projects in
Europe, USA, Africa and Asia. Kieran was recruited
by Shell to NZ in 1984, where he has remained in
various roles in oil and gas field development and
hydroelectric power. He was appointed CEO of
the Association of Consulting & Engineering NZ
in 2006. Kieran continues to write and perform
music, having enjoyed success as a UK session
guitarist in the 70s working with Van Morrison,
BB King and John Mayall; see his tribute to Michael
Burton on: youtube.com/watch?v=z1DlZG_
LKio&feature=em-upload_owner#action=share
Kieran and wife Susie have four children and live
near Wellington ksceo@acenz.org.nz
45 years on, Philip Sales (Class of 69) loved meeting
old class mates: Robert Genders in Dublin, Simon
Beck in Bath and Will Lee in London. Together with
Simon and Ingeborg, Philip enjoyed a tour of Prior
and a visit to the NT gardens, delighted that the vistas
and views planned by Ralph Allen and Alexander
Pope are being restored psales6766@gmail.com

Tony Brannon (PPC 62-69) continues
to run entertainment events in Bermuda, is
currently single, still jogging, and running
Bermuda Beach Tennis. Tony blogs for a
Bermuda charity for education, especially arts
and music ridethewavefoundation.blogspot.ca
(Mr Palmer would have been happy!). Tony’s
annual Peace Day Concert takes place in September
doublefantasybermuda.com/concert.html and
he is regularly to be found performing at pubs in
Hamilton. Tony invites old boys to look him up in
Bermuda tonyb@transact.bm

Chris Bailey (Head boy, Class of 70) entered
flight training school at Hamble with a scholarship
from BEA & BOAC. Chris joined BEA in ‘72,
progressed to 'First Officer' and moved to the
Manchester base as co-pilot on BAC Super 1-11s.
He gained his command and then conversion as
Captain onto Boeing 737s. BA was formed from
BEA & BOAC and in 2000, Chris transferred
onto the Boeing 747-400 out of Heathrow,
until retirement aged 55! A year with Flybe on
turbo-props (propellor) Dash Q400s followed.
He moved to Manchester in 1980 and continues
to live near Nantwich. Heavily involved in rugby
as player, coach and then referee until turning 50
(still supporting Bath), his interests include: surfing,
yoga, making/restoring furniture and photography.
Married to Chrissie since 1980, they have three
grown up children in Australia, London and
Nantwich. Visits to Bath and Prior have sadly
not coincided with PPA events; in touch with
Brian Williams, Chris would welcome contact
from peers seacracker@btinternet.com

1971 – 1980
Paul Turner (PPC 66-70) is busy writing, working
on an energy project, doing carpentry for friends,
spending time with his children and keeping his
gallery ticking over ptturnergallery@gmail.com
Finishing at Prior in 71, Fabian Cabedo made a
career in the branding and image communication
industry, developing global brands like Danone,
Chupa Chups, Santander Bank, San Miguel Beer
and Schweppes. He is married with two daughters,
one graduate working in the NHS and the other
in her final year at Sheffield University. Fabian
is semi-retired but enjoying some consultancy,
combined with as much golf as possible! Based in
Madrid for over 20 years, in the last three he has
met up in London with about 20 old Prior friends
– after nearly 40 years they all took off as if it were
yesterday! fabiancabedo@gmail.com

Ugo Vallario (PPC 66–72) lives in Morriston, near
Swansea and was one of the few Welsh pupils at
Prior. He would truly welcome contact from peers
since 40 years is a long time not keeping in touch!
ugo@wrking.co.uk
Wade Zacca (PPC 73-75) lives in Miami, Florida
and is a Master Personal Trainer running body
fitness boot camps and personal training sessions
and has helped develop an online programme
dynastyperformance.com. His daughter, 24, works
for Longchamps. Wade heard from Stuart White
and Jonathan McCulloch and would appreciate
contact with Julian Bedford. Wade learned to love
rugby at Prior and still plays with Miami RF Club,
having captained the Florida State Championship
winning side for 13-14 wzacca@hotmail.com

Andrew Budd (PPC 67-75) raised £5,250 for
Help for Heroes in the Big Battlefield Bike Ride.
His daughter has finished at the British School of
Brussels, ready to embark on medical training at
Durham University. Andrew would love to hear
from Prior contemporaries adhbudd@hotmail.com

Peter Ashworth (1946) most weeks; Peter lives
near Maidenhead, and can be found occasionally
at Huntercombe Golf Club, normally humiliating
his son! markashworth@iee.org
Greg Whatley (Class of 1980) can be reached on
gregwhatley4@aol.com
David Thomas (Class of 1980) has returned to
N Wales and Bangor University, following long
stints in Helsinki and Aarhus. He has taken a
new sabbatical role as Director of the Sêr Cymru
National Research Network for Low Carbon,
Energy & the Environment nrn-lcee.ac.uk a £7M
initiative from the Welsh government, aiming to
stimulate excellent research in a broad field, whilst
also building research funding streams to Wales
d.thomas@bangor.ac.uk
Philip Sanchez (PPC 75 –80) is based out of Hong
Kong and helps companies design product and
develop systems process for manufacture (DfM).
He and his wife Suemana are ‘firing on all cylinders’
with two daughters and one son! philip@flyingfish.tv

Stuart White (PPC 73-80) visited Hong Kong
with his family and met up with PPC peers Arthur
Ellis, Kenneth Lo, Rex Young and John Greene at
the Kowloon Cricket Club. Stuart tracked old room
mate Arthur down by finally joining Facebook!
Stuart also keeps up with Michael Ng, Michael Liu
Richard Klein (Class of 76) is enjoying his new role and Roy Gaggino sportsdentist1@yahoo.com
as Director of Factual at ITV and enduring ‘more
sleepless nights than a man of nearly 56 should have
to’ as his two year old twins start each day in lively
Happy news from Michael Roberts (76-83)
fashion at 6am! richard.klein@itv.com
whose wife Emma gave birth in September 2013 to
Imogen; baptised in the church where they married
Robert Armstrong (PPC 68-76) took early
michael@roberts373.wanadoo.co.uk
retirement from Ford Motor Co. and the pace of
life without formal work is hectic! He has become
PPA Class of 76 Year Group Rep and would like
peers’ views on a potential 40 year reunion in Bath
in 2016? Still living in Essex, he’s enjoying sport and
long distance running and plans to meet Richard
Klein soon robert-a10@tiscali.co.uk

1981 – 1990

Gos

Kevin Cunningham (70-72) joined at sixth form
but struggled to adapt to the British exam system,
so finally returned home to Canada. He went on
to become a millwright/fitter/welder, drawing on
the strong background Prior provided in Maths,
Chemistry, Physics, and Engineering and has worked
for companies across the globe. Happily married, he
lives on Vancouver Island and loves camping, boating,
fishing and remote scuba diving, is now semi-retired
but consults in the Oilsands at various projects in
N Alberta. A member of several ecological groups,
keen to reduce the human foot print of massive
construction projects, he is working on an early
spill detector for oil pipelines, see oilpaw.com. He
remembers fondly, amongst others, Robert Bracchi’s
infectious love of eclectic music, John Hickey’s
exemplary work ethic and Hamish McNinch’s
wisdom and manners kevbobc@shaw.ca

Paul Kemp (PPC 67-77) has battled some health
issues of late and is now semi-retired, living in
Fordingbridge. He has a daughter working in
the City and a son at Lancaster University.
In touch with David Bourner (PPC 69-75),
Paul would like to hear from contemporaries
paulkemp59@btinternet.com

Mark Ashworth (Class of 79) works for Radio
Frequency Systems, as Sales Programme Leader
for Broadcast Systems. Based in Haddenham, and
living near Stratford on Avon, he travels throughout
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and India. He
enjoyed playing in the 2013 PPA Rugby match,
despite being twice as old as the next-oldest player,
and hopes to return in 2014. Mark visits his father

Gibraltar based Kamlesh Khubchand (PPC
77-83) sees Hugh Ghio, an accountant and David
Faria, a consultant at Companies House. On
a recent London trip he met Michael Roberts
and Adewale Onabanjo. Sister Karina is a
Government Lawyer and brother Kailash runs his
own businesses. Still trying to trace Mark Alston –
can anyone help? kam@khubchands.com

Andrew Cullen (PPC 75-82) is a military diplomat
with NATO in Brussels, and has just finished a
six month career course in Rome with five other
senior officers, now resting his liver!
andrew.cullen517@gmail.com
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Steve Rook (PPC 78-84) has travelled extensively
and had many interesting life experiences, spending
time particularly in New Zealand and Australia,
teaching, plus recruiting teachers for the UK. Steve
has specialised in university careers advice, working
in Southampton, Leeds, York, Sydney, London,
Bradford and Nottingham. He is the author of
bestselling The Graduate Career Guidebook.
Currently Steve is a writer and editor for Palgrave
Macmillan and lectures on employability and
enterprise. Based in West Yorks, he hopes to join
the upcoming Class of ‘84 reunion at Prior
steventhomasrook@yahoo.co.uk
Former head boy, Wing Commander John Kelly
MA RAF (PPC 78-85) is currently on a six month
unaccompanied operational tour in Sarajevo, BiH,
as Senior National Representative and Senior
British Military Officer, returning home early 2015.
John loves working in the complex multinational
team and challenging environment, but hates
leaving his wife and three children again. John
keeps in regular contact with Arnold Lasrado
and Dougie Robertson and has visited them with
family in Qatar and Copenhagen respectively. John
loved his Prior days, his finest hour was being a
part of the Rugby 7s team who won the Oxford 7s.
Always up for a reunion! johnk4031@gmail.com

Mark and Justine (née Chapman) Gallen (Class
of 85) are intensely busy; Justine still a partner in an
executive search firm specialising in life sciences and
Mark running his sales performance consultancy.
When not working they exercise in a bid to fight
the middle age flab (Justine out-performs Mark)!
Tabitha (11), Clemmie (9) and Daisy (8) are
doing well and all sporty. They keep up with Paul
McMahon, Marielle Hunt and Carlos Quintas;
always keen to see others... markgallen@me.com

opening a second in Virginia Waters, Surrey.
Marco met Jeremy Rozario last year in Malaga,
Spain m.proietti@btinternet.com
Peter O’Donoghue (80-86) left Deloitte in
November 2013, but starts a new role this October.
He spent his ‘sabbatical’ year: cycling (including
a trip to the top of Col du Galibier), failing to get
better at golf and sorting school paraphernalia
for children Athene, 10 and Lukas, 4. Peter has
also been busy with Prior Governor duties, has
visited Martin Pike in Johannesburg and sees
Tony Jiggins, Chris McMahon and, of course, his
brother Gerard regularly n7pod@hotmail.com

Fr John Cooke (PPC 82-86) remembers Prior
fondly and is grateful to Patrick Tobin, to the
inspirational Denis Clarke and staff members for
the encouragement and opportunities. John is Parish
Priest at St Margaret Mary’s on the South Coast
between Portsmouth and Southampton, after being
moved in 2007 from serving in Basingstoke, where
he looked after Cn Brian Murphy-O’Connor
(RIP). John’s work as Prison Chaplain on Saturdays
(HMP Winchester) and traditional Sunday duties
(!) mean he is sadly unable to join many PPA events.
Jude Arscott (84-87) met up with Steve ‘Rodney’
Taylor and Ralph Willard in April 2014 when
they visited Prior and enjoyed reminiscing with
Denis Clarke about various ‘incidents’ which
resulted in the boys spending time painting various
rooms in the Mansion and clearing leaves off
roofs. Jude started his own recruitment business
in 2013 and he and Rachel celebrated their first
wedding anniversary in June 2014 with a holiday in
Marrakech. He has now joined Facebook.

ssip
Since 2009 Suzannah Angelo-Sparling (aka
SAMAS) (PPC 85-87) has worked at the
Holburne Museum in Bath, initially on the
£11.2M redevelopment project, then as Museum
Administrator and Director’s PA when they
reopened in 2011. She still moonlights for the Tote;
2014 was her tenth Cheltenham Gold Cup. She has
enjoyed yacht racing, completing her first Round
the Island race in June. Suzannah was very proud to
be elected Chairman of Bath Civil Defence Mixed
Hockey Club last summer – a fantastic club boasting
a few PPA members – Casper Vick plus Thomas
and Alice Shoebridge samas33@hotmail.com
Marco Proietti (Class of 86) and his wife are
refurbishing their hair salon in Reading and
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Johanna Gardner (PPC 86-90) is still in
San Antonio, Texas, running a B & B
innontheriverwalksa.com Alumni discounts
available! Johanna is a PPA Rep for the Class of
1990 and hopes to get everyone together in June
2015 for a 25th reunion in Bath; contact her via
Facebook or on johanna_gardner@yahoo.com

Paul Callaghan (84-86) is still happy in Oman,
a partner at KPMG. He made a family trip to
London in August and hoped to meet old Prior
friends PCallaghan@kpmg.com

Chris Kirwan, formerly Moan (PPC 84-90)
recently visited the UK and met Matthew Bolton,
plus Thomas Haines and Mike Flanagan. Chris
returns to the UK in summer 2015 and plans a tour
to visit Prior, to show his three children. He also
keeps up with Richard Watson kirwan5@me.com

1991 – 2000
Miles Dyton (PPC 85-91) and family relocated to
Crowborough in 2012, and are enjoying life in East
Sussex. Miles visited Joan Kuzmickas in hospital in
Putney in March; sadly she passed away in May. Miles
loves to hear from alumni and friends, particularly
any active in the oil industry mdyton@slb.com
Congratulations to Simon Pearce (82-92) and
Mary Elise Chavez who are engaged and planning
their wedding in Eleuthera, Bahamas in May 2015;
they will continue to live in New York
simon.pearce@gmail.com
Peter Brandon (PPC 88-93) was disappointed
to miss old boys cricket this year. Based in Katy,
Texas for over a year, Peter is no longer working
and is a full time dad. He loves involvement in the
children’s everyday lives and school; he’s on top of
the maths homework for now, but for how much
longer?! Apart from household and driver duties,
Peter spends as much time as possible outdoors,
fishing and working on friends' farms, playing
football and training for his first triathlon
okavangowildliferesources@gmail.com
James Tsao (Class of 93) has a new job as a
Solutions Architect with SoftwareAG in Hong
Kong. On a business trip to Europe he visited Prior
after 13 years and was delighted to see Mr Hall
(hockey), Mr Wood (who recalled exactly James’
artwork style), Mr Simons (A level Maths) and
Mr Clarke (Housemaster, History and rugby).
Whilst in London, James met John Sayers (93),
Joey Leung, Julian Jackson and Gareth Duggan,
all Class of 94. Back in HK, James regularly sees
Alfred Chan (93) and Raymond Kan (94) with
their families tsaojk@me.com

Matthew Pritchard (Class of 93)’s catering
company still runs kitchen trucks around the UK
and Europe for motorsport race teams. Simon
Hewitt recently hired Matt’s company to cater
for his marketing staff and competitors for the
Stihl Chainsaw Timber Games. Matt and his wife
Helene split their time between Brixton, London
and, in winter, South Africa; their work seasons
align well. Helene is currently script supervising the

Game of Thrones series. Matt regularly sees Chris
Hathaway who has set up Hathaway Transport
Group – FlyBikeFly specialises in transporting
motorbikes to European holiday destinations. Chris
has four sons, to two of whom Matt is Godfather.
James Hathaway (PPC 86-89) is also a Director in
the family transport company, has three daughters
and regularly competes in cycling events around
Europe. Old friend Chris Eavis (also Class of 93)
has eschewed a life of farming and is now enjoying
himself near Stroud as foreman at a large marquee
hire company matt_brownbear@hotmail.com
Enjoying life in Belgium, Kate (née Wheadon)
Andrews (PPC 90-94) is expecting her second
child in November. Her brother Steve Wheadon
(PPC 90-95) visited from New Zealand where he
is running two large Auckland music venues and he
and his partner Nicola have bought their first house
there katewheadon@gmail.com
Vince Mehers (Class of 94) and his partner, Erin
Kaiser have a two year old daughter, Carley, and all
enjoyed the recent Class of 94 reunion, rekindling
contacts! They live in the USA and South Africa,
where Vince operates his NGO, Friends of Mutale,
formally created in 2009 and whose influence has
grown in recent years. Based in Bennde Mutale,
the most N E village in South Africa, FoM focuses
on ‘organic community development’ primarily
through education. A steady stream of international
volunteers assist and are treated to weekend forays
to nearby game reserves – FoM is eager to host
more volunteers and serve other communities
nearby. With funds from overseas donors, a new
Learning Centre provides a crèche and after-school
programmes; current projects include building an
outdoor kitchen and teaching adults and youth
basic computer skills. If readers would like to visit
this incredible place, have gently-used laptops to
donate, or want to help restart the mobile toy/book
libraries, please contact vince@mehers.com or visit
friendsofmutale.org.uk

Emergency Dept. The work is interesting
but incredibly busy which meant sadly she
couldn’t join peers at the June reunion
antoniadonnelly@hotmail.com
Mario Sofroniou (PPC 90-95, Cricklade from
86) continues his Europe-wide operatic career as a
Lyric Tenor with the Royal Albert Hall Autumn
2014; he will be singing the lead male role 'Captain
Pinkerton' in Puccini's Madam Butterfly and the
Verdi Requiem. Pictured below as the Duke in Verdi's
Rigoletto, Hamburg 2013. Contact c/o the PPA.

Daniel Delaney (92-99) married Nadine on 5th
April 2014 at Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic
Church in San Diego, where Nadine (née Zaya)
is from. Brother Michael (Class of 03) was best
man and Graham Hogg (PPC 99) a groomsman.
The happy couple honeymooned in Argentina
and are now living in Manhattan, New York
delaneydjm@gmail.com

2001 – 2010
Living in Seattle, Rosemary Adamson (Class
of 97) works at the Puget Sound VA Medical
Center as Pulmonary & Critical Care Attending/
Consultant and Assistant Professor at the
University of Washington School of Medicine.
Her husband, Jason Williams, works at Microsoft
Research Labs and they have two young children,
May and Huxley rosemary.adamson@gmail.com

Returning for the alumni weekend 2011, Myles
Brookes (PPC 93-98) met his future wife, Rachel
Ketland at Bluerooms nightclub in Bath. They
married near Southend in June 2014, with Prior
friends attending: Paul O’Dea, Alex Maclennan,
Tuki Rounds, Duncan Tyler, James Chen and
Edward and Katie (née Simcox) Gooding
Myles.brookes@bt.com

Congratulations to Will Moore (Class of 99) and
Rebecca O’Mahoney who married on 16th August
2014 in Ireland, joined by their daughter, Maisie
Enid (born April 2013), brother John Moore (PPC
91-96) and many Class of 99 peers: Ed Acton
(best man), George Klepp, James Weekley, Jamie
Dawson, Simon Marks, Joanna (née Lee) Smith
and Josie Lynch, plus Abby (née Walsh) LynchCaroline Paskell (Class of 94) is enjoying a busy life
with husband Simon and their two young children Ella Staunton (Class of 95) and Dani (née Walsh)
and Louis, plus working as crime and justice Research Wilson ( PPC 97) Will.Moore@omd.com
Director with NatCen. Keeping in touch with Elke,
Rebecca Auty (PPC 97-99) is releasing a solo EP
Jemma, Tonia, Leanne and Vince, she rediscovered
album this autumn and is involved as producer on
others via the reunion paskell.c@gmail.com
a few commercial projects. Based in Hamburg, she
hopes one day to move to full-time song writing and
Six months into her new post as Consultant
producing beckyauty@gmx.de
in Emergency & Paediatric Emergency
Medicine at University Hospital in Southampton,
Antonia Donnelly (Class of 94) has also become
Lead Consultant for Safeguarding Children in the

Daisy (née Emsley) Soden (PPC 96-01) and
husband Mark, still living in Putney are beguiled
parents. The lovely Isla Mary was born in February
2014 daisyemsley@hotmail.com

Living in Vietnam, Theresa Phuong Dinh (PPC
99-01) keeps up with PPC friends via Facebook.
Theresa runs a small family business in fragrance
and essential oils and she and her ophthalmologist
husband are blessed with a son, 5, and a daughter, 2
lphuongdinh@gmail.com
Following a romantic proposal on the iconic
Palladian Bridge in November 2013, Kate Munton
(PPC 95-02) is engaged to Nic Freeman and
planning their wedding at Prior in December 2014
katemunton@hotmail.com

Congratulations to Nicola Darke-Leybourne
(Class of 03) who studied Law at Cardiff, was
married in April 2010, had a daughter Poppy in
May 2011 and another daughter in June 2014.
Finishing his intense F2 year at Charing Cross
Hospital, Mark Lethby (PPC 96-03), still living
in Fulham, is starting a hospital physician
training programme in South London
mark.lethby@gmail.com
Having graduated from St George’s Hospital
Medical School in 2009, Phil Naidoo (Class of
02) took a year out playing bass for Joe Janiak.
Phil is undertaking dual training in Emergency &
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Intensive Care Medicine in Australia, hoping to
work as an air ambulance doctor but is currently an
Intensive Care Registrar at St. Vincent's Hospital in
Melbourne, still managing to play some music in his
spare time. Phil and Emily were married in the UK
in August 2014 and he keeps in touch with Adam
Janiak, Frankie Whitwell and Pete Medlock
amongst others philnaidoo@me.com

Sophie Campbell (PPC 00-06) is working,
predominantly with Diabetes sufferers, as a senior
staff nurse in a large central London clinic, and
flat shares with Louise Sergeant in Wandsworth
sophiealexandracampbell@gmail.com

Toby Willis (06) is very happy working as a teacher
at Bishop Road Primary School in Bristol. He took
part in the Paris Marathon 2014 and enjoys running
Rosie Holt (Class of 2003) is writing and performing and hockey bathfamily@tiscali.co.uk
to critical acclaim. To quote The [Good] Review on
Maximilian Buston (Class of 2006) has cothe Edinburgh Fringe 2014 where Rosie has just
founded a forum for the Decorative Arts &
finished a run at the Guilded Balloon: The Fall Girl
Phenomenology at the University of Oxford.
"lives and dies on the shoulders of Rosie Holt the
writer and star... a really beautifully observed comedic Focussing on textiles in the interior, their first
initiative is a Design Week commencing 1st
performance". Contact Rosie via fallgirl.co.uk
December 2014 to include an exhibition of historic
French Toile de Jouy, a Symposium, Guest Night
Rachel (née Crellin) Wright (Class of 2003)
Dinner and Classical Concert. Get in touch for
and her husband Alex were thrilled with the
details: maximilianbuston@gmail.com or
arrival of daughter Isabella Rose in January 2014
distinctiveinteriors.co.uk
and are enjoying parenthood immensely
romcrellin@hotmail.co.uk
In his Broadway debut, Harry Lister Smith (Class
of 07) played Young Siward in Sir Ken Branagh's
Fiona Subramanian (Class of 04) is proud mum
Macbeth and then, in July 2014, started filming
to Anita Mary Ashby, born in February 2014 and
Christened on Easter Sunday at St Mary's Hunslet, Pan with director Joe Wright, starring Hugh
Jackman, Rooney Mara and Amanda Seyfried
Leeds. Her wonderful Godparents are: Merope
Ippiotis, Paul O'Hora, Alexia Hereford and Savio harrylistersmith@hotmail.co.uk
Dsouza fiona.subramanian@googlemail.com
Elected in May as the youngest male councillor on
Brent Council and appointed to the role of 'Deputy
Lead Member for the Environment’ Sam Stopp
(Class of 08) is determined to clean up the streets
and tackle anti-social behaviour – all alongside his
job with Experian cllr.sam.stopp@brent.gov.uk

Elizabeth Blackledge (Class of 04) joined a
lobbying group of leading brain tumour scientists,
MPs, families and representatives of brain tumour
charities at Westminster in July 2014 to present
Brain Tumour Research’s new report to David
Willetts, Minister of State for Universities &
Science. The stark new facts: one in 50 deaths before
60 years are from brain cancer but brain tumour
research receives just 1% of the national cancer
research spend. BTR hopes to raise £7 million p.a.
to fund existing and new research centres
Elizabeth.Blackledge@ingeniousinvestments.co.uk
Alexia Hereford (PPC 99-04) got engaged to Peter
MacDonald, who popped the question at the top of
a mountain! They will marry in Herefordshire early
in 2015 alexiahereford@msn.com

Olivia Wiltshire (Class of 08) graduated in
2013 from King's College London with a 2:1 in
German, having spent time in Vienna, Berlin and
Frankfurt. She has just changed jobs to work as
a SEO executive at a digital marketing agency in
Shoreditch, London and sees old friends: Hannah
Stubbs, Rosie Mackean, Isie Potter and Lucy
Harding owiltshire24@gmail.com
Congratulations to Ed Singleton (Class of 10)
who, after a two year probationary period, has been
made a playing member of the MCC and returned
as Captain of the MCC team to play Prior's first XI
bingles10@hotmail.co.uk
In October 2014 Charlotte Wilk (Class of 10) will
give up her London job as an Account Manager
to join Girton College, University of Cambridge
to study for an MPhil in American Literature
charlottewilk@hotmail.com

2011 onwards…..

Toby Nowlan (PPC 98-05) has been in South
Africa filming aardvarks and pangolins for BBC's
One Planet, which is Planet Earth 2, being filmed all Roland Robertson had news of Rachel Scott (PPC
04-11) who has been awarded a Choral Award at
over the world. Look out for it on TV in 2016!
Selwyn College, Cambridge and is now a member
tobynowlan@gmail.com
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of their excellent Chapel Choir. Her brother Peter
(PPC 04-08) has joined a wonderful capella male
singing group at UCL, The Techtonics, busking
regularly in the Portobello Market.
Jack Hopkins (04-11) was offered a PhD in Agent
Based Systems with the DICE laboratory, Royal
Holloway University, but is taking a year out to
grow his business (Jack is Technical Co-Founder of
LASU – a mobile platform for independent fashion
retailers, see lasuapp.com) and consider his options.
Meanwhile, he is working as a Research Associate
in the DICE lab, continuing his Final Year Project
work and aiming to submit this research to
Transactions on Intelligent Systems plus get a few
more papers written jack@lasuapp.com
Jaroslav Sumbal (Class of 13) has just finished his
first year of Computer Science at the Faculty of
Informatics & Information Technology of Slovak
University of Technology, where he has made good
friends slavkosster@gmail.com

Former Staff news:
Fr Jack Keegan (PPC 56-77) has had a hospital
stay recently but welcomes contact jack@keegans.eu
Ellie Farrar (PPC 92-03) retired after 11 happy
years and moved into Higher Education where she
still works P/T with dyslexic students at Bath Spa
University. Ellie keeps up with former colleagues
Mrs Vick, Mrs Jewett, Mrs Holbrook, Mr Hills, Dr
and Mrs Mercer, Mrs Rodskaer and Mrs Vaught
and occasionally meets alumni including the Tack
brothers and Joe Richards in Bath. Ellie sings, plays
string quartets and quintets, volunteers for Bath
Child Contact Centre and is a member of both
Greenpeace and Amnesty International. Ellie would
welcome contact from former pupils and staff
ellie.farrar@talktalk.net
Rachel Musson (left PPC 07), travelled for two
years, then taught at Emanuel School in London
until 2012 when she left to work as a volunteer
teacher in Nepal and Tanzania. Returning to
the UK in July 2013, Rachel worked freelance
for Bright Green Enterprise, a social enterprise
delivering environmental enterprise education
programmes to schools in E Africa and UK.
Meanwhile she has been writing a book on the
positives and negatives of ‘development’, currently
working on a further collection of books about
education, culture and development, whilst living
out in N Tanzania rachelmusson79@gmail.com
Joe Cainen (PPC 75-81) and his wife Cath visited
Prague in May and were delighted to meet Tim
Noble (PPC 75-79). Joe hopes to join the Class of
79’s 35 year reunion in 2015. Contact details c/o
the PPA Office.

James Colman Murphy-O’Connor 1925 – 2014

Michael Patrick Harding 1935 – 2014

James Murphy-O’Connor, or ‘Jim’ as he was
better known, (PPC Class of 42) died aged
89, on 10th August 2014. Father to current
Prior Park College Headmaster, also James, Jim
was an Irish rugby international credited with
developing a revolutionary kicking technique,
or 'round the corner goal kick', in the late 1940s.

Nim Hall, and which won the coveted Hospital’s Happily brought up in Cornwall with his younger
Cup under the watchful eye of King George VI. brother Kerry, and their two sisters, Mike’s
adventurous spirit was already in evidence. When
Mike was ten, the family moved to Bath and the boys
After a brief stint in the Navy, Murphystarted at Prior Park College, where Mike showed
O’Connor completed his training at The Royal
great sporting prowess, but less enthusiasm for
College of Surgeons in Dublin. His decision to
academia! Leaving PPC in 1952, he spent five years
represent Leinster during these years resulted
with the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.
in a mild rebuke from his father and uncle who
At 6 foot 6 inches, Murphy-O’Connor was the
had both captained Munster as the family had
tallest player to have represented Ireland when he its origins in the city of Cork. The MurphyThen he found his true vocation, launching his future
ran out at Twickenham in 1954. His career saw
O’Connor family contained doctors and priests. business career as a car salesman in Bath – whilst also
him represent the Combined Services, Bective
playing on the wing for Bath Rugby Club’s first XV.
Fr Jerome Murphy-O’Connor, the biblical
Rangers, London Irish, Leinster and Ireland.
During this time he met Sally, whom he married in
Scholar, who died last year, was a cousin.
Unusually for a forward, Murphy-O’Connor was
1959, and they relocated to Ghana where Mike was
the goal kicker of choice for club, province and
Jim moved back to England to start his medical a Trading Assistant for Unilever. They were blessed
country. This was mainly as a result of his success career and became a partner in his uncle’s
with two daughters, Amanda born in 1963 and
rate which was secured from a style of stroking
Emma in 1969.
practice in Slough. Here, he eventually became
the ball with the instep of his boot rather
senior partner, enjoying a career in the service
than the traditional toe cap ‘punt’ that most
There was a short spell in the UK between 1972
of others, a very popular GP. Looking back on
kickers had used up to that time. Whilst many
his school days at Prior with increasing affection, and 1975 when Mike worked for Littlewoods
commentators believed that his new style could Jim came to realise that the discipline instilled
in Liverpool as Merchandise Controller, but his
result in a broken ankle, Murphy-O’Connor’s
beloved Africa beckoned. Mike returned to organise
by the Christian Brothers had done him a great
kicking style is still used by the top kickers today. service in his professional life as a doctor.
and manage all the provisioning for Dr Hastings
He later confessed to having sometimes shinned Banda, Malawi’s President.
Jim represented Ireland at a time when the
down the drainpipe in St Paul's boarding house
Grand Slam winning side of 1948 was in decline to go for a quiet beer in Widcombe!
The family finally returned to the UK in 1979 when,
and his appearance against England was the
together with Nigerian friends, Mike set up a venture,
first time Ireland had played in the 5 Nations
ultimately becoming Mike Harding Associates
After his rugby career, Jim turned to golf where
without talisman Jack Kyle since 1948. Murphy- he became an accomplished player, competing
and subsequently JH Marketing International Ltd.
O’Connor scored Ireland’s only points of the day in the Irish Amateur Open in 1955. In his
Franchises were acquired for many large companies
with a characteristic penalty kick from the half
such as HJ Heinz, Quaker and Boots to import,
retirement, Jim enjoyed following most sports,
way line. Whilst selected for the Scotland game
distribute and market their products in Nigeria and
including horseracing and especially Reading
later that season, Murphy-O’Connor was unable FC. He was never as happy as when the Irish
other African countries. In 1983 Amanda started
to add to his cap as a result of injury.
working with Mike and in 2000 took over the main
rugby team won, and the recent 2009 Grand
trading part of the company, whilst Mike returned to
Slam (the first time Ireland had achieved this
Born in Reading on 6th June 1925, Jim was the
business as a Consultant. Mike never fully retired and
since 1948) gave him great pleasure.
eldest of six children, with all five of the boys
continued to ‘wheel and deal’ until the end!
attending Prior Park College. His youngest
Murphy-O’Connor, who had a great sense of
brother is Archbishop Emeritus of Westminster, humour and a deep faith, married Anne O’Neill, A warm and fun-loving man with a disarming
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor. Jim
twinkle, Mike was enormously proud of his
sister of Irish Rugby International William
followed his father into Medicine, starting
‘Boldie’ O’Neill, in 1957. She survives him, along daughters, their husbands, his grandchildren and
his training at St Mary’s Paddington. Here he
with their six children and twenty grandchildren. great-grandchildren; he enjoyed nothing better
continued to play rugby, playing in the 1943 side
than a big family get-together. He was a great music
which included the future England Full Back,
lover, enthusiastic member of the National Trust and
May he rest in peace
RHS and an active member of the local Catenians.
Mike kept in regular touch with Prior Park’s Alumni
Society where he was well liked and respected,
contributing to discussions on education and skills
training for industry.

Obituaries

Based on a eulogy by Kerry Harding
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David Michael Anthony Minahan 1956 – 2013

Peter William Barratt 1934 – 2014

Richard Joseph Buckley 1961– 2013

Born in Oxford, David came from an Army
family. We met in 1964 at Prior Park Preparatory
School in Cricklade, where we were eight year
old boarders and then both subsequently went
on to board at the senior school in Bath. In 1975
David went to Manchester University to study
Chemistry where I joined him the following
year. I remember David as a very bright student,
especially in Mathematics and the Sciences.
He was always at or near the top of the class.
I was appalling at Mathematics and David
tried his best to tutor me. He must have been
exasperated that I was unable to understand but
he never showed it and was a model of patience
and kindness.

Peter carried on working until 2004 despite
a devastating Leukaemia diagnosis in 2001.
He and his wife Pamela took things one day
at a time and made the most of every happy
moment together, enjoying holidays and
cruises. In November 2013 Peter was diagnosed
with a bone marrow disease and despite a
characteristically brave fight, he died on 8th
March 2014, aged 79.

Richard attended Prior Park in 1972 following
in the footsteps of his father, Dick Buckley and
Uncles Mick and Mark Buckley. Richard excelled
in all sports and broke School and County
records in 100 and 200 yards. After leaving Prior
Park he played rugby for London Irish Colts and
played in the Heineken ‘sevens ‘in Amsterdam.

David played rugby as a prop forward, with a
reputation as an awkward scrummager, and he
was very proud to have played for the Prior Park
1st XV in 1973, believed to be the first unbeaten
season in the history of the College. Although
a serious and talented student at University,
David was very fond of beer. He had a theory
that the pub closest to the brewery served the
best beer. In one case we travelled by train to
a pub in Stockport where the pipes from the
Robinsons brewery actually passed through
the gentlemen’s toilet. On another occasion
he insisted that we visit a pub adjacent to the
Boddington’s brewery in Manchester, which
was frequented by ex-inmates of, and visitors
to, the nearby Strangeways prison.
He subsequently earned a PhD in Chemistry
from Auburn University, Alabama and
performed post-doctoral work at Ohio State
University. He was employed as a research
chemist with Conoco Phillips in the United
States throughout his working life.
David passed away in Stillwater, Oklahoma
on October 25th 2013 aged 56, after a long
struggle with multiple sclerosis. He is survived
by his wife Jill, daughters Sarah and Rachel and
son Michael. His elder brother Peter, who also
attended Prior Park College, passed away several
years ago.
David will be remembered as kind, gentle,
intellectually gifted but equally unassuming;
a genuine character and a great companion.
Martin Bury
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Always a sports enthusiast, Peter's mighty
passion for rugby was sparked at Prior Park
College, where he was a boarder from 46 to 52.
It was on Prior's Longwood pitch that he found
his niche as hooker. Peter played in the winning
Lancashire County Championship team of
1969 and for 64 years was a stalwart member of
Broughton Park. An outstandingly proficient
regular first team hooker in the 50s and 60s,
he was fondly known as 'Silky' for his fluid foot
and strike. He was Club Captain from 61 to 63,
an England trialist in 68/69 and then acted as
Club Treasurer for many years.
After school he qualified as a Chartered
Accountant and joined the family business
Ashworth Sons & Barratt in Manchester,
working as a stockbroker. Well respected by
colleagues and clients alike, 'his word was his
bond'. Peter met Pamela through his work;
she went to him for financial advice, romance
blossomed and they were married in 1990.
Reading, history, gardening, wine appreciation
(he updated his wine journal religiously), cars,
antiques, and stamp collecting were among his
many hobbies. He was also an avid reader of the
Daily Telegraph obituary columns.

His first career was in banking, but after a few
years he enrolled in a Business Studies Degree
and moved to Bournemouth. He had a successful
career in facilities management and was European
Managing Director for CBRE when he was
diagnosed in 2006 with a malignant brain tumour.
Richard fought a long and courageous battle
with his illness and died at home in Poole,
Dorset in December. He is survived by his wife
Jane, daughters, Lily, Anna and Megan and
stepson Greg

Roger Barber 1947 – 2014
Roger started at the Prep School in Cricklade
in the autumn of 1953 and went on to join the
College, leaving in the summer of 1963, on
completion of his O Levels. He started RAF
Officer Training and gained his commission in
his chosen career as an Air Traffic Controller in
1966. On leaving the RAF, he continued as an
ATC with British Aerospace until he retired in
2011. Golf was Roger's favourite leisure pursuit
in retirement but sadly he died very suddenly
of a heart attack in May 2014. He is survived by
his wife Esther, whom he married in 1973, his
brother David (PPC 49-59) and sister Judith

A loving family man, Peter had three children from
his first marriage and welcomed two stepchildren
In Memoriam:
from his marriage to Pamela. All adored him and
benefited from his kind and generous parenting
and strong moral compass. He went on to become Lt Charles 'Sox' Hosegood (Class of 1939)
see Telegraph obituary: telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
a proud grandfather to five.
A true gentleman, well loved and respected by all,
Peter will be sorely missed. May he rest in peace

military-obituaries/naval-obituaries/10808924/Lt-CharlesSox-Hosegood-obituary.html

James 'Jim' Riordan (Class of 1978)
Peter Morgan (PPC 1934 – 42)
Richard Harry Cronin (PPC 34 – 39)
Richard Michael Rowley (PPC 46 – 48)
Peter Brace (PPC 39 – 43)
Paul Crocker (Class of 1958)
Bryan Wilding (PPC 46 – 56)
Richard Beamish (PPC 47 – 53)

More reunion news
Donald Freeborn 1924 – 2014

Maureen McMahon 1928 – 2014

Don was born in Hammersmith in 1924.
Aged 18, he enlisted in the Royal Navy and
served on the Atlantic, the Malta and the Russian
convoys as well as being at Normandy on D-Day.
When war ended, he met and married Maureen
in 1948. After working at Berkhamsted School,
he and Maureen, with their daughter Ann,
moved to Bath in the early 1950s, working first
at Beechen Cliff School and then in 1964 at
Prior Park.

Maureen Hazel McMahon sadly passed away,
aged 85, on the 15th May 2014 at the Weir
Nursing Home in Hereford.

Don was a brilliant laboratory technician who
often went in unpaid at weekends to ensure
projects were completed. He served as School
Librarian for years and ran a model club as an
activity. Don will be remembered most for his
sense of humour. He used to joke that when he
agreed to run the Model Club, these weren’t the
kind of models he had in mind! One boy who,
under Don’s guidance, built a galleon in a bottle
still remembers him telling them to bring their
own bottles but not to worry about emptying
them – he’d see to that himself ! Don’s biggest
contribution outside the lab was to run the naval
section of the CCF, where he was nick-named
'The Admiral' by his colleagues. Don was a
person who put people in a good mood just
by meeting him. If we had held a vote for the
most popular member of staff, Don would
have won by a mile.
Don retired in 1987. He remained active and
walked miles every day with his beloved dog.
He was also a keen gardener and won awards in
the Bath in Bloom competition in 2000, 2001,
2002, 2006 and 2007. He was devastated when
Maureen died rather suddenly in 2008. His love
for her could be seen in the way he visited her
grave every day for the next five years. He was
a proud member of the Normandy Veterans
Association and of the White Ensign Association,
through whom he received his Arctic Star for his
time on the Russian Convoys shortly before he
died in September 2013 aged 89.
Tony O’Sullivan

She was born on the 4th October 1928,
and grew up in Stansted Mountfitchet, on the
Essex/Hertfordshire county border, where
her father owned a nursery. Maureen lived
at The Gunyah with her older brother, Alistair,
and their younger sister, Angela, before moving
to Torquay, to take up her first teaching post
at Firswood School, where she met
Patrick James McMahon.
They got married in Torquay and were happily
wedded for over 50 years. They enjoyed a
wonderful and varied life together, living
at Somerset Villa in Bath for many years,
where they brought up their nine children.
Maureen taught reading at La Santé Union
Convent Prep school, before joining the late
Patrick McMahon at Prior Park College.
Here she helped overseas students learn English,
being regularly involved with various events
held at Prior and especially with the old boys
and PPA activities.
Maureen dedicated her life to teaching and
bringing up her family. She enjoyed flower
arranging, water colour painting and was a
talented cook. She often drove the mini-bus
for the blind and for many years was an
active member of the Catenians.
Maureen is survived by her many children and
grandchildren, who will miss the love that
she imparted to family and friends. Maureen’s
funeral service was held in Bath at St Alpheges
Church on the 5th June 2014, followed by
her wake at the Bath Spa Hotel. She rests with
her husband, Pat, at the Haycombe Cemetery
in Bath.
Based on a tribute by family members

The Bleeding Heart Affair

A group of old boys, whose Prior vintages vary
from 1969 to 1973 and who meet regularly,
enjoyed a nostalgic lunch on 20th September
2013. This was their fourth outing and took place
at the Bleeding Heart Restaurant in London.
There were a few last minute no shows but they
managed to get 13 old boys around the table.
Most met in the Tavern bar beforehand for a
beer. Richard Bryson, whose business trip to
the Caribbean sadly meant he had to miss the
reunion, kindly donated two bottles of wine to
help lubricate the lunch! The food was delicious
and they finally departed for the Tavern again
at around 4.30 pm. A wonderful time was had
by all, due in no small way to the organisational
efforts of Andrew Zulver. Andrew and Will
stayed until quite late, making inroads into the
Jack Daniels and Coke but still managed to leave
well before closing time...

PICTURED ABOVE L TO R: Simon Beck (wearing a PPA
tie), Will Lee, Simon Howell, John Hickey, Adrian Lovett-Turner,
Andrew Zulver, Bernard Connolly, Dermot Reilly, Anthony
Johnson, Peter Pitt, Tony Bury, Dominic Eedle and Mike Vieyra

Marking 20 Years at The Nest

On 10th August 2013 various members of the
Class of 1993, many with partners, celebrated their
twentieth reunion at The Nest Bar in Bath. Joined
by former staff members Tony O'Sullivan and
Sy Symonds they enjoyed a great trip down
memory lane and caught up on the intervening
years. The reunion was orchestrated by Simon
Hewitt who worked hard to secure the venue and
to get everybody together. Simon has long been
the go-to person for all things PPA (thanks Si!) but
it is time for him to hang up his PPA Year Group
rep boots and pass the baton to somebody else...
any Class of 93 volunteers please email the PPA
Office on: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com

PICTURED L TO R: Back row l to r: James Chippendale, Jonathan

Former Staff
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Hurst, Dom Campbell, Claire Y Williams, Simon Hewitt, Al Francis,
Matthew Pritchard. Middle row l to r: John Messenger, Amanda
Trodd, Claire A Williams, Sarah Biagetti, Quentin Johnson, James
Tonnizo, Paul Bennett. Front row l to r: Harriet Fletcher, Kate Craig
Waller (Brodie), Chris Davis, Charles Alwood. Joining the group after
the photo op: Polly Wesley. Apologies from: Sharn Soards, Josie Pettett,
Suzi Witt, Thursten Clements, Steve Cockle
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PPA Year Group, Special & Regional

REPRESENTATIVES

PPA Representatives
Thanks to all our PPA Year Group and Special
Interest Reps for their enthusiastic support.
We welcome volunteers to fill our few remaining
vacancies, so please get in touch with us on :
ppa@thepriorfoundation.com if you can help.
You have the best ideas for your Alumni Society!
The vibrant annual Year Group & Special Interest
Reps lunch meetings have helped shape what
the PPA does to serve both its membership and
the school. These meetings will take place each
spring as we build on this warm cornerstone of
inspiration and support.

Reunion Events:
The PPA 2014 diary has seen more reunions than
ever before, including the new 5 year celebration
for our recent leavers and the successful golden
anniversary of the Class of 64. Our aim is to
support the milestone reunions each year, as well
as helping other year groups who have missed
some of the key dates along the way. Please
contact the PPA Secretary for help with reunion
planning on: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
In the 2015 calendar year we plan to support:
5 year reunion – Class of 2010
10 year reunion – Class of 2005
20 year reunion – Class of 1995
30 year reunion – Class of 1985
Veterans Lunch – Alumni aged 60 years & over
Any ad hoc reunions

Regional Events:
If anybody has ideas for new PPA regions or
would like to act as a Regional PPA Rep, please
contact us on: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
UK
The Headmaster's Round London drinks event
has proved very popular with alumni living
and working in, or visiting the Capital. We are
mapping our UK alumni clusters to define our
first regional event location beyond London –
please watch out for news bulletins as the 2015
diary unfolds.
Overseas
Alumni based in New York are working on a
winter 2014 social for those in or near the 'city
that never sleeps'. As well as NY, we now have
PPA Reps in: Hong Kong, Gibraltar, West
Coast USA and South Korea and are analyzing
population clusters for our overseas alumni to
discover our next most populous outpost

Obituaries
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Class of leaving years

Name of Representative

Email address/contact details

Class of 2014

Sophie Ward

sophieward95@hotmail.com

Class of 2014

Anya Matthews

anyaathome@me.com

Class of 2013

Georgina Couling

georgie.couling@googlemail.com

Class of 2013

Anya Boulton

anyaboulton@fsmail.net

Class of 2013

James Smith

smithjamesk@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2012

Joe Barron-Snowdon

joebarronsnowdon@gmail.com

Class of 2012

Esther Scriven

esst@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2012

Bryony Exton

bryonyexton@gmail.com

Class of 2012

Lucy Howlett

lucyhowlett@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2011

Nick Pitts

gpitts@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2011

Fiona Kempster

fkempster6@gmail.com

Class of 2011

George Tuckey

get1g11@soton.ac.uk

Class of 2010

Sophie Griffiths

sophiegriffiths91@hotmail.com

Class of 2010

Hannah Eyre

hannah_eyre@hotmail.com

Class of 2009

Fiona Rae

fionarae@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2009

Johnny Neville

johnny.neville@uk.tesco.com

Class of 2008

Sam Stopp

sstopp@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2008

Tom Yardley

t.e.yardley@gmail.com

Class of 2008

Rosie MacKean

raisin4@hotmail.com

Class of 2007

Tolly Humphreys

humphrh@tcd.ie

Class of 2007

Hetty Coles

hetty_coles@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2006

Phoebe Hammill

phoebe.hammill@gmail.com

Class of 2006

Scott Parker

scottjp7@gmail.com

Class of 2005

Hannah Smith

hansmit_24@hotmail.com

Class of 2005

Francis Hornyold-Strickland

francishs@me.com

Class of 2004

Elizabeth Munton-Blackledge

lizzmunton@hotmail.com

Class of 2004

James Greene

jgreene4@ITS.JNJ.com

Class of 2003

Anne-Marie Mould

annemariemould@hotmail.co.uk.

Class of 2002

Charlie Hare

charlie.hare84@googlemail.com

Class of 2002

Kate Munton

katemunton@hotmail.com

Class of 2001

Tom Hayward

tshayward@hotmail.com

Class of 2001

Sophie (née Shaw) White

soph_shaw@hotmail.com

Class of 2000

Tula Penfold

tula_penfold@hotmail.com

Class of 2000

Jake Heather

jcbheather@googlemail.com

Class of 1999

Sam Hill

samhill912@hotmail.com

Class of 1998

Fionnuala Kennedy

kennedyf@woldinghamschool.co.uk

Class of 1998

Helen (née O'Donovan) Goodman

helen.odonovan@talk21.com

Class of 1998

Paul O'Dea

paul@focusedphilanthropy.co.uk

Class of 1997

Chris Ash

christophercharlesash@gmail.com

Class of 1997

Holly Hammill

hollyhammill@rfu.com

Class of 1996

Andrea Palacios

andrea.s.palacios@gmail.com

Class of 1995

Abigail Walsh

cathedralwind@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1994

Julian Jackson

julesjacksn@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1994

Caroline Paskell

paskell.c@gmail.com

Class of 1994

Will Acton

willandjax@live.com

Class of 1993

vacancy

Class of 1992

Kasia Mill

andrew@anesbit.orangehome.co.uk

Class of 1991

Matthew Tobin

matthew.tobin@slaughterandmay.com

Class of 1991

Edmund Layet

ed.layet@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1990

Richard Watson

rpcwatson@hotmail.com

Class of 1990

Johanna Gardner

Johanna_Gardner@yahoo.com

Class of 1989

Nick Flanagan

nickjflanagan@hotmail.com

Class of 1989

John Richards

johnny.richards@virgin.net

Class of 1988

Darren Crawford

darren.crawford@telefonica.com

Class of 1988

Martin Woodhouse

martiniwoodhouse@aol.com

Class of 1988

Sue (née Miles) Hall

sue.hall2211@btinternet.com

Class of 1987

Ben Moorhouse

ben@4seconds.co.uk

Class of 1987

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling

samas33@hotmail.com

Class of 1986

Edward Mason

mason.pem@gmail.com

Class of leaving years

Name of Representative

Email address/contact details

Sports Representatives: 		

Class of 1985

Mark Gallen

markgallen@me.com

Rugby

Class of 1985

Justine (née Chapman) Gallen

justinegallen@yahoo.com

Class of 1984

Nicky (née Horstmann) Houghton ndhoughton@ymail.com

Class of 1984

Mike May

mike_may@hotmail.co.uk

Classes of 1982 & 83

Martin Fowler

martinjfowler@sky.com

Classes of 1982 & 83

Tony Jiggins jnr

Class of 1981

Ed Robinson

e9r@hotmail.co.uk

Joey Carley

joey.carley@hotmail.com

Sam Knights

samedwardknights@gmail.com

Pete Laverick

peterlaverick@outlook.com

Charlie O’Brien

charles.obrien007@googlemail.com

jiggs@btinternet.com

George Harper

gcdlharper@yahoo.co.uk

JG

Jgela1@aol.com

Ed Singleton

bingles10@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1980

Stuart White

sportsdentist1@yahoo.com

Ed Robinson

e9r@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1979

Christopher Liu

cscliu@aol.com

Ben Eyre

ben_eyre@hotmail.co.uk

Classes of the late 70s

William Van Heesewjik

vanh123@hotmail.com

Hamish Pearson

stimpster@hotmail.co.uk

Classes of the late 70s

vacancies for specific years

Sebastian Stubbs

stubbsseb@gmail.com

Class of 1976

Robert Armstrong

robert-a10@tiscali.co.uk

Lawrie Frere

lozf@hotmail.com

Class of 1975

Robin Fisher

robinfisher6457@gmail.com

James Campbell

jimmyc.10@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1975

Simon Morgan

morgan33.76@btopenworld.com

Hugo Harris

hugoharris@live.co.uk

Class of 1974

Martin Bury

martin.bury@capitalguidance.com

Matt Gallegos

matthewscgallegos@gmail.com

Class of 1974

Anthony McQuiggan

anthony@mcquiggan.info

Ed Borton

borton123@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1973

vacancy

Luke Tapsfield

luketaps95@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1972

Andrew Zulver

Class of 1971

vacancy

Class of 1970

Tony Bury

Class of 1970

Simon Howell

Class of 1969

vacancy

Class of 1968

Tim Heining

Class of 1968
Class of 1967

andrew@zulver.com

Cricket

Mens Hockey

Giorgia Smith

giorgiasmith@live.co.uk

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling

samas33@hotmail.com

tonybury@3sixtycapital.com

Georgina Everitt

georginaeveritt@hotmail.com

simon@dentalhealth.org

Sarah Dalrymple

sarahdalrymple@hotmail.co.uk

Mollie Hunt

mollie.rose4@hotmail.co.uk

timothyheining@hotmail.com

Abi Everitt

abi_everitt@hotmail.co.uk

Terry Ilott

TerryIlott@aol.com

Eleanor Gallegos

ellsgall@aol.com

Chris Dowse

chrisdowse586@btinternet.com

Anne-Marie Layet

amlayet@gmail.com

abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk

Fiona Rae

fionarae@hotmail.co.uk

Hannah Eyre

hannah_eyre@hotmail.com

Ladies Hockey

Netball

Class of 1966

Adrian Fitzgerald

Class of 1965

vacancy

Class of 1964

Peter Haddon

hddpet@aol.com

Laura Eyles

laura_eyles82@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1964

Bob Rayner

brayner81@aol.com

Fi Murray

fi_murray@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1963

vacancy

Mollie Roberts

mollielaura@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1962

Ian Haddon

i.haddon@btinternet.com

Golf

Darren Crawford

darren.crawford@telefonica.com

Class of the early 60s

Peter Hilton

peterhilton@waitrose.com

CCF

Jim Coelho

jamesjohncoelho@gmail.com

Classes of the late 1950s

Andy Owen

andrew.owen@uwclub.net

Class of 1959

Peter Keenan

pk015o1092@blueyonder.co.uk

Class of 1958

Barry Plews

barlizplews@yahoo.co.uk

Classes of the early 1950s

Patrick Mason

patrickmason137@btinternet.com

London

Harriet Gillingham

harrietgillingham@hotmail.com

Classes of the late 1940s

Michael Corrigan

jmikecorrigan@icloud.com

Gibraltar

Joe Holliday

joe@castlemarketing.gi

Kenneth Bonavia

kenneth.bonavia@hassans.net

New York

Simon Pearce

simon.pearce@gmail.com

West Coast USA

Philip Sales

psales6766@gmail.com

Hong Kong

James Tsao

tsaojk@me.com

Candy (Hoi Ki) Au

candyhkau@gmail.com

Jae Woo Kim

jaewoo95@hotmail.com

Choir & Music Representatives:
Matthew Sackett

mbsackett1@gmail.com

Luke Nolan

nolan.l@hotmail.co.uk

Zoe Bristow

zoe.bristow@traverssmith.com

Anna Playfair

anna.playfair1@gmail.com

Rhiannon Lampard

rhiannonlampard@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Vaughan-Fowler

petevf10@hotmail.com

Annie de Grey

annie_de_grey@hotmail.co.uk

Will Acton

willandjax@live.com

Natasha Goldsworth

tashamaria@live.co.uk

Regional Representatives:		

South Korea

Offers to fill the remaining vacancies would be very
welcome. Please email Debbie O’Bryan in the PPA Office on
ppa@the priorfoundation.com or call 01225 835353 ext 244.
Thank you.

Julia (formerly Reichwald) Hamilton julezhamilton@hotmail.co.uk
Sinead Maya

maya.sinead92@gmail.com

Sophia Friedrich

sophia.b.friedrich@gmail.com

Emily Murphy-O'Connor

emilymoc18@yahoo.co.uk

Tabitha Hutchison

tabbyhutchison@gmail.com

James Roper

roperayrlington@gmail.com

James Sackett

sackett.james647@googlemail.com

Harriet Garner

hatty96@gmail.com
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‘Sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl’ *

CALENDAR of events 2014 / 2015
CLASS OF 1984 – 30 YEAR REUNION
Saturday 27 September 2014
Drinks & dinner at the College
Contact: Mike May on:
mike_may@hotmail.co.uk
Nicky (nee Horstmann) Houghton on:
ndhoughton@ymail.com
THE 60+ YEARS ALUMNI LUNCH
(The Prior Veterans)
Saturday 18 October 2014
Venue: Mansion & Academy Hall,
Prior Park College
Event details: Debbie O'Bryan on:
ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
10 YEAR REUNION
(This year it’s the Class of 2004)
Saturday 29 November 2014
Contact: Elizabeth Munton-Blackledge on:
lizzmunton@hotmail.com
James Greene on: jgreene4@ITS.JNJ.com
OLD BOYS HOCKEY
Sunday 4 January 2015
Contact: Lawrie Frere on: lozf@hotmail.com
Ed Borton on: borton123@hotmail.co.uk
or any of the other PPA mens Hockey Reps
THE HEADMASTER'S ROUND
A Thursday evening in May 2015 – date and
venue tbc
London drinks for alumni, plus former and current
parents in reach of the Capital

* William Shakespeare
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Act II, Scene I

ARMED FORCES THEME FOR
ALUMNI DAY 2015
(Including Alumni Choir & Old Boys Cricket)
Sunday 21 June 2015
School mass to feature Alumni Choir at 11am
Former choristers please contact PPA Music
Reps
Buffet lunch and bar
Armed Forces talks and displays
Children's activities
Guided tours of the College
Afternoon teas
Cricket: Old Boys vs College Invitation team
Starts at 2pm
Cricketers contact: Charlie O'Brien
on: charles.obrien007@gmail.com
Event details: ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
UPCOMING REUNIONS:
Class of 2010 – The 5 Year Reunion 2015
Class of 1990 – 25th Anniversary Reunion
June 2015
Contact: Johanna Gardner on:
Johanna_Gardner@yahoo.com
Richard Watson on: rpcwatson@hotmail.com
Class of 1989 – 25th Anniversary Priory House
Date and venue tbc
Contact: Harriet Cannon on:
hcannon@arrimedia.com
Peny Nicholl on: penellyt@yahoo.co.uk
Class of 1979
2015 date tbc
Contact: Christopher Liu on: cscliu@aol.com
Bill Hardman on: ppc79reunion@outlook.com
Classes of 1966 & 67 – 50 Year Reunion
2016 date tbc
Contact: Chris Dowse on:
chrisdowse586@btinternet.com
Adrian Fitzgerald on: abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk

COLLEGE EVENTS:
Open to all former pupils, staff and parents:
Evening Christmas Carol Service
Tuesday 9 December 2014 7.30pm in the Chapel
For all College productions and events see:
www.thepriorfoundation.com
HOW TO CONTACT THE PPA
The PPA has a new email address:

ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
To ensure that our invitations and news
bulletins are not treated as spam, please make
ppa@thepriorfoundation.com a contact.
Please engage with us on social media by
joining our PPA LinkedIn group and 'liking'
our Facebook page (you don't need to be a
Facebook user to view the Facebook web page:
facebook.com/PriorParkAlumni).
Via our secure PPA website
priorparkalumni.com you can update
any changes to your personal contact details
and career history online. Click on LOGIN
and amend your profile, or for new users
first click on Register Now or New User
Registration and submit the completed How
to Register form.
Please make use of the PPA website: Under the
CAREERS NETWORK tab you can make an
offer of, or upload a request for: careers advice,
work experience, mentoring or internships. And
you can promote your business or look for a
service offered by a former pupil of Prior under
the BUSINESS NETWORK tab.

