‘Sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl’ *

Let's hear it for the boys and girls! This issue of The Gossip Bowl celebrates the
30th anniversary of co-educational status at Prior. It features inspirational stories
of compassion, determination and success from Alumni who have gone out into
the world and made a difference. Proving what we have always known to be true:
the people of Prior are its greatest legacy.

In this issue:
– Celebrating 30 years of girls at Prior
– Rachael Canter takes Girl Power to Ethiopia
– Jessi Baker brings ethical choices to the consumer
– Alumni Choir
– Kate McCarey retires after 16 years at Prior
– Alumni return for PPC Careers Evening
– Reunions: Class of 92, Class of 2002 & Class of 1968
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We would like to express our sincere thanks to our
anonymous donor, a former student of Prior, who has
generously sponsored this year’s edition of The Gossip Bowl.
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of Prior; we are truly a living, breathing
‘community for life’.
This year we have the great pleasure of celebrating
the 30th anniversary of co-educational status
at Prior as we profile some of our talented and
inspirational alumnae.

The introduction of girls in
September 1983 was one of
the most significant changes
and improvements we have all
witnessed in the development
of today’s school.
We make a living by what we
get, but we make a life by what
we give.
— Winston Churchill

It has been a source of great joy to me to meet
so many alumni of Prior Park during the
past twelve months - in places as far flung as
California, New York, Ottawa and Gibraltar,
plus of course in many parts of the UK. Each
occasion has been different and uniquely
rewarding, but emphasizes to me what a vital,
talented, diverse and compassionate group of
human beings emerges from the classrooms

And for many years now, the Alumni Society
has been welcoming equal numbers of male and
female College leavers.
When I had the pleasure of taking up the
role of PPA President in 2010, I made three
commitments for my term of office which comes
to an end in early 2015:
1: We need to rejuvenate our community, with
the PPA acting as a catalyst for the renewal of
friendships and relationships between former
pupils, former parents and the College.
More year group reunions than ever have taken
place during the past year, with former pupils
plus former and current parents attending the

‘Headmaster’s Round’ social drinks evenings in
2014. Many of you will have received copies of
London; we have also introduced new formats for the Foundation Appeal and I am hopeful that
the hockey, netball, cricket and choir reunions.
our alumni, as valued members of the whole Prior
community, will also find a way to contribute
I was particularly excited about the online launch to this crucial development.
of our first ever PPA survey, asking for members’
views on their Alumni Society, followed by the
I would like to take this opportunity to
fascinating analysis of the feedback (so thanks to personally thank the ‘stalwarts’ of the current
everybody who took the time to complete the
PPA committee for their guidance, loyalty and
questionnaire). Then in April 2013 we invited all commitment to developing the PPA. Now at the
the PPA Year Group and Special Representatives half-way point in my presidency, my attention has
for a lunch at the College to review and discuss
turned not only to locating my successor but also
the survey findings and to identify what members to finding new committee members. Nominees
really see as our ‘mandate’. The conclusions
for the Presidency will be sourced primarily from
included: making events at the College more
our Year Group and Special Representatives as
family orientated, with unique attractions, as
well as the existing committee, unless any other
well as facilitating connections with old friends
alumni would like to nominate themselves or
and fellow alumni, segmenting the alumni into
peers? In our recent survey we specifically asked
different life ‘stages’ and creating events based
whether members would like to find out more
around those different interests, plus creating
about joining the PPA committee and we have
profession-specific alumni gatherings. The
been overwhelmed by the positive response (so
meeting was high in energy and enthusiasm!
please bear with us as we process all the replies).
The committee will be joined by two new
We also launched the new PPA net portal
members in September and we will be seeking
which lies at the heart of our community (if you
additional members during the course
haven’t already explored it please see the log-in
of the next year.
instructions to the right). This, together with our
developing social media platforms on Facebook
I wish to conclude with a very special thanks to
and LinkedIn will enable us to market PPA events Debbie O’Bryan for her outstanding contribution
more widely and keep in touch with the whole
to the Alumni, and to James Murphy-O’Connor
alumni community with more immediacy.
for his continued support, leadership and
commitment in creating alignment between
2: We need to harness the knowledge and talents
The Prior Foundation and the PPA. Thank you
of the PPA Community for the benefit of:
to all who have made this past year such
the College, former and current pupils, parents
a pleasure!
and teachers.
Email: ppapresident@priorpark.co.uk
We are delighted that our generous alumni have
made offers of prizes for current students who
excel in their activities, offers of internships and
work experience, mentoring and careers advice,
plus offers to share life experiences. In the current
economic and financial climate, students leaving
the College are seriously challenged and need
our full support in developing their careers. We
welcome your involvement in helping the next
generation of alumni to find their feet in
a difficult environment.
3: We need to support the College financially to
enable them to meet their planned objectives and
develop themselves through specific projects… the
new sports hall…
Like many alumni, the prospect of the College
having its own Sports Hall has been discussed
since they first arrived at Prior; in my case that
was in 1964! It is wonderful news that The Prior
Foundation’s governing body has given their
full support to this project and plans are now in
place for the construction to commence in early

We launched the PPA net portal earlier this
year to support our Community for Life.
We want to ensure that you continue to receive
all your Alumni Society membership benefits,
so here are six easy steps that will help:
1. Please make our email address
ppa@priorpark.co.uk a contact of yours
so that you get to hear what is happening.
2. Please log on to our net portal, keeping
us up to date with your personal and
professional information (and where you
can also register or buy tickets online for
PPA events). Earlier this year you may
have received automatic log in details –
if these are still to hand then please fill in
the email and password boxes, log in and
update your profile. If not, just click on
‘Register now’ or ‘New user registration’
and complete and submit the ‘How to
Register’ form. We’ll do the rest…
3. If you would like us to help advertise
your own business please look at the
BUSINESS NETWORK tab on the PPA
site www.priorparkalumni.com click on
‘Add Your Details’ in the relevant sector
(e.g. Property) and complete and submit
the form. Or if you were looking for
a service, please check the listings and
support fellow Prior alumni.
4. If you could help by offering work
experience, internships, careers advice
or mentoring, please click on the
CAREERS NETWORK tab on the PPA
site www.priorparkalumni.com select the
relevant link, then complete and submit
the offer form (for those who kindly made
an offer through the PPA survey we will
be in touch to request your permission to
upload that information to the site). If you
are looking for an opportunity or advice,
please click on the relevant request link
and submit the form.
5. Engage with us on social media – please
give us the thumbs up to ‘like’ our PPA
facebook page and get our alerts. We also
have our own LinkedIn group – please
join that too.
6. Please do tell us of any new email
address or change of location/postal
address via the PPA net portal, or by
email, to make sure we can keep you up
to date with all things Prior Park!
Thank you very much
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Take Pride in Prior Park's Alumnae
Girl Hub, run by the NIKE Foundation and the
UK Department for International Development.
Its focus is reducing poverty by improving
access to education and reproductive health and
delivering economic assets to millions of girls.

Girls in Ethiopia are very
isolated. Some spend up to
40 hours a week carrying out
household chores alongside
schoolwork and, in a recent
survey, 21% said they didn’t
have a single friend,

said Rachael. “And yet,” she continued, “they
have enormous potential to transform their
country: if every girl finished secondary school,
together they would add $6.8 billion to the
country’s GDP during their lifetime.”

Bringing
Girl Power

to Ethiopia

with Rachael Canter
Rachael Canter (PPC 94-01) has spent the past
five years working as broadcast journalist for the
BBC. During that time she’s been an assistant
producer on the Andrew Marr Show and
Panorama in London, worked as a radio reporter
and presenter in Jersey and Somerset where she
also reported on stories for BBC Radio Four and
Five Live, a TV reporter for BBC South Today
and, most recently, Points West in Bristol.
In May this year, she decided to take a two-year
career break from the BBC and moved with
her husband James from their home in Bath to
Ethiopia. Rachael is working for a project called
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Rachael’s job with Girl Hub involves making
films and radio content about issues facing
girls, as well as speaking directly to members
of Ethiopia’s government, policy makers and
the development community.

the internet in a few weeks,” said Rachael. The
song’s opening lyrics are: ‘We should not be here,
we should not be silent.’

Her final dissertation was on garment
manufacturing engineering and she was thrilled
to have a period working in Los Angeles for the
fashion company, American Apparel, to support
her paper.

Through her work Rachael met 26 year-old Eleni,
who was living in a mud hut in a village outside
Addis Ababa. She shared a tiny bedroom with
her parents, two brothers and her younger sister.
Her father makes the equivalent of about nine
pounds per month working as a guard, drinks
heavily and is violent.

She landed a prestigious post graduate job as a
strategy consultant in Paris working on French
brands but soon found that despite the wonderful
environment, spreadsheet analysis wasn’t for her.
She yearned for more creativity but, without any
formal design qualifications, her applications
for jobs in the design sphere were unsuccessful.
So, having gained sponsorship from The Royal
Commission of 1851 (without which she would
not have been able to undertake more study)
she got a place on the Royal College of Art’s
School for Production two year Masters course
‘Innovation in Design Engineering’, focusing on
designing interactions.

When Rachael met Eleni, she was working as
a sex worker and earning less than one pound
a day. She is HIV positive but had stopped taking
her antiretroviral drugs.
After spending time getting to know Eleni over
several weeks, Rachael and her husband were
greatly moved by her story and decided to offer
her a job as their housekeeper, with somewhere
to live on their compound.
“The day before she was due to move, we
discovered she was five months pregnant. She’d
been hiding it from her family and was afraid we
wouldn’t want to employ her,” said Rachael.
“It’s virtually impossible for someone like Eleni
to access good medical care quickly here. There
is no national health service and the cost of her
ultrasound alone would have been the equivalent
of six months’ salary.” Doctors have now told
Eleni that, because she’s restarted her drugs and
has a safe birth plan in place, there’s a very small
chance her baby will be born with HIV.

“The next few months will definitely be a journey
She recently travelled to Bahir Dar in the
– and it makes a big difference being able to
Amhara region of the country to make a film
share it with James,” continued Rachael. She says
about child marriage. This area has the highest
James, also a journalist, took a risk moving to
number of child brides in sub-Saharan Africa
Ethiopia without a job, but is now working as
with more than half of girls married by the age
the regular BBC stringer from Ethiopia, training
of 15. She says four girls who feature in her film
local reporters and flying all over the country,
were all married at the age of seven - to men more making films for NGOs. They’re looking forward
than a decade older.
to seeing much more of their adopted home
together over the next couple of years.
The project’s flagship programme is a radio
drama, talk show and girl band that was launched “The majority of Ethiopia is lush and green and
a couple of months ago. Yegna, meaning “ours” in nothing like what you imagine after watching
Amharic, is the story of five girls from different
Michael Buerk’s news reports from the ‘80s.
backgrounds who come together to form a
It’s breathtakingly beautiful and full of warm,
band. The storylines were created by speaking
courageous and very determined people - nine
to thousands of girls about the challenges they
million of whom are girls,” said Rachael.
face in their everyday lives. The hope is Yegna
will influence behavioural change towards girls
You can find out more at www.girleffect.org
by using positive role models. “It’s too early to
measure the impact it’s having, but the band’s
first music video, ‘Abet’, had gone viral in
Ethiopia with more than half a million hits on

Creativity
in science unlocks
the future
In conversation with Jessi Baker
Jessi Baker (Class of 2002) joined Prior from
a state secondary school as what she called “a
very average student; initially in set 3 for most
things”. It was a joyful revelation to her to finally
discover how ‘easy’ it was to learn at Prior,
helped and encouraged by a host of inspirational
teachers (including Miss Webb in the DT
department who fuelled Jessi’s fascination for
design with piles of wonderful books). With
A levels in Maths, Further Maths, Design
Technology and Physics Jessi went on to Selwyn
College, Cambridge where she gained a Masters
in Manufacturing Engineering, sponsored
throughout by Arup Consulting Engineers.

At last Jessi was able to combine her design flair
with her techy know-how. Since graduating
from the RCA with Distinction in 2011 she has
worked for big brands in London and New York,
as well as for start-ups and pop stars as a Creative
Technologist. However, she is now focused on
continuing to develop her final year project from
the RCA - launching a start-up business called
Provenance. The key product is a consumer
facing ‘platform for transparency of product
information’ – where the UK general public can
shop online, exploring fashion and home products
by where they were made, by whom and out of
what. As Jessi explained “so many companies
claim green status but this can be superficial,
or even untruthful, like eco style packaging”.
Her website will offer consumers an easy way
of supporting goods and manufacturing ethics
that they admire, including locally manufactured
products and sustainable materials. “Consumer
choices represent daily opportunities to support
alternatives that are better for the environment
and society” explained Jessi.

Beyond the Age of Information
is the Age of Choices.
— Ray Eames

The website can re-calibrate geographically – so
if you were in Edinburgh it would tell you what
products available locally are made in Scotland,
and to what standards. The Provenance platform
uses ‘open data’ about products and is based in and
supported by the Open Data Institute (in East
London’s ‘tech city’), founded by Tim Berners-Lee,
the inventor of the world wide web, celebrated at
the 2012 Olympics opening ceremony.
Although Provenance takes up most of her time,
together with a group of kindred spirits, Jessi has
also set up The School of Hybrid – a longer term
endeavour aiming to integrate art and design
with science teaching in the school curriculum,
promoting the view of STEM subjects (that’s
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) as
facilitators for creativity. School of Hybrid’s aim
is to encourage cross-curricular teaching in an age
where technology is the fastest growing sector. Jessi
explained that even the traditionally arts-based
creative fashion industry is now investing heavily
in wearable technology and use of technology in
fashion shows. At the Bath TED-X (Technology,
Entertainment, Design) Youth conference in
November 2012 Jessi spoke to an audience of
teenagers about careers that fuse arts and sciences
and challenged the students to question the
established techies versus creatives divide.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLw94-gbcP0
Passionate about girls learning science, to buck the
current trend, to reinvent science as the last word
in cool for women, Jessi is keen to let students see
the massive diversity of innovative careers that
come out of the STEM subjects. When Jessi was
studying A Levels, only 1 in 8 girls studied science
and now fewer women are studying computer
science than ever, despite the booming market.
Jessi’s personal success story highlights the
importance of persistence in terms of following
your dream, securing funding for training you
cannot always afford and finding work you enjoy.
Thorough, even geeky research to find and explore
all possible links and avenues, combined with
bags of talent and a certain tenacity have taken
her a long way already. She has found a happy
combination of her passion for creativity and
technology with her own philosophy of high
ethical standards in the market place.
Watch this space!
Email: jessi@jessibaker.com
You can sign up to the beta version
of Provenance here: www.projectprovenance.com
(launching in autumn 2013)
www.schoolofhybrid.com
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Pictures from top to bottom:
Left to right: Edgar Martin (Class of 47) and Daniel Lyons (Governor
and Current Parent)
Left to right: Gary Winch and Paul Wrightman (both Class of 78)
and Tony Bury (Class of 70, Governor & PPA President)
Left to right: Martin Fowler (Class of 83) , Robin Roy (Class of 84)
& Wale Onabanjo (Class of 83)
Left to right: Matthew Tobin (Class of 91), Rebecca (née Fulton)

College and its junior schools, The Paragon
and Prior Park Prep School, this state of the
art centre will also be made available to the
wider community – and kept in use all day,
every day. The architects’ exemplary design
is both contemporary and in keeping with
our beloved and important historic site.
With my personal passion for sport, both
in education and for life, I am very keen for
the new facility to be up and running – the
build is set for completion in 2014. Please do
consider supporting our Appeal in any way
you are able and help us to ensure Prior
Park’s place at the forefront of independent
sector education.

Reasons
to be
Cheerful
at Prior
James Murphy-O’Connor
Drawing to the close of my fourth year at the helm
of Prior, I am enjoying my role more than ever.
School life is full and rewarding; this academic
year has included an impressive programme of
ambitious and high quality drama productions,
sports fixtures, CCF and D of E challenges,
musical concerts as well as the stimulating
academic life and extra-curricular talks and visits.
There is never a dull moment!
We are on the cusp of significant improvements
to the fabric of the College as we continue to
improve the whole education for the intellectual,
creative, sporting, physical and spiritual lives of
our students throughout the Foundation. These
are some of the major areas of improvement
and innovation which will help to ensure our
forward momentum as a first class educational
foundation:
1. A new Sports Facility for Prior
I hope you will recently have received our
new Appeal Brochure, focussing on our key
capital project: the new Sports Facility at the
College. As well as serving the needs of the
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towards enhancements to the College Chapel,
plus a dedicated Development website,
where you can find the latest progress updates:
www.thepriorfoundation.com/development/
5. Marching on our stomachs!
Catering is a crucial provision for the school
community and for our commercial lettings.
Since our talented new Head Chef, Mr Peter
Solet (who has cooked at The White House
and for Tony Blair) has been in post, our army
of staff and students has marched stronger
and longer! We are now sourcing fresh local
produce as a matter of principle and the Prior
community is eating the very best food.

2. Opening a new Girls’ Day House at Prior
Prior Park College first opened to boys in
1830 and it is now 30 years since the College
first became co-educational. In September
2013 we open a new girls’ day house to
cope with the demand for places. Arundell
House is named after Lady Arundell, a great
supporter of the College in its early years.

The schools in the Prior Foundation are truly the
sum of their talented and enthusiastic students
and staff, committed parents and supportive
alumni – thank you for your continued interest.

3. Upgrade of the Information
Technology System
A whole site transformational IT upgrade
will be completed by September 2013.
The flexibility of ‘connect where you are’
systems mean that every classroom will now
become an IT resource, with students using
school-provided equipment or their own
devices. Embracing IT to enhance teaching
and learning is at the heart of the Prior
curriculum.

I look forward to meeting
many of you at the varied and
expanding programme of PPA
events at Prior Park, at our
regular London social drinks
evenings and elsewhere.

3. Expansion of Boarding Provision
We are embarking on an upgrade and
expansion programme for our valued
boarding community. To be a boarder is a
very rich educational experience, and having
been a boarding housemaster at Sherborne
School in the past, I am a real advocate for
the benefits of: learning how to share a living
and learning space with others, gaining
independence, learning to make choices,
learning how to ask others for help and how
to get the best out of oneself and one’s peers
and developing into a rounded, thoughtful
and confident young citizen.
4. The Development Office for the
Prior Foundation
Led by Ms Melanie Ball, the Development
function, now 18 months old, has already
brought tangible benefits to the Foundation.
We have seen major upgrades to the
Theatre, donations to our new Bursary and
Scholarships programme, the successful
introduction of a legacy programme, the
launch of our Foundation Appeal, funding

I have particularly enjoyed my visits to meet
members of the PPA in Gibraltar and Hong
Kong this year and aim to continue to visit places
all over the world where there is a Prior link!
jmoc@priorpark.co.uk

The Phoenix Magazine
The annual College magazine, The Phoenix, is
available to download or view online on the school
website: www.thepriorfoundation.com
Go to the College home page, click on the Resources
tab at the top and browse the pdf archive under
'Downloads'. New editions of The Phoenix are
uploaded in the autumn of each year

The

Sharples (Class of 92), Colin Sharples & Marc Mordant
(both Class of 91)

Headmaster’s Round

A new metropolitan tradition that’s gathering
pace, the third Headmaster’s Round London
Drinks event on Thursday 9th May 2013
brought a bit of Prior Park to the City. Alumni
who joined us at The Distillers Bar, Smithfield,
included Edgar Martin from the Class of
1947, who recalled the WWII bombing of St
Paul’s and at the other end of the age spectrum
Varvara Bashkirova from the Class of 2010, plus
many old friends from the years in between.
Staff members present included the Headmaster
(of course!) James Murphy-O’Connor, Denis
Clarke and Kate McCarey. This social event is
a very convivial way of bringing the wider Prior
Community together, combining our old boys

and old girls, our current and former parents
and some of our Governors too.

The Headmaster’s Round drinks event takes
place twice a year on a Thursday evening in
May and September and The Prior Foundation
invites our whole community who live or work
in or near London, or who can find a reason to
be in town that day, to enjoy an early evening
drink with us. The next Headmaster’s Round is
set for Thursday 26 September 2013 – so please
save the date. The venue for September will be
publicised – please check the PPA website or
the PPA facebook page or your email inbox!

This

Prior Sporting Life

Steve Capon
Director of Sport

Boys Rugby: The fixture list has been upgraded
and Prior boys are now playing against schools
such as Sherborne and Colstons (with nine wins
and five close defeats this year). Significantly,
Girls Hockey: The first XI have enjoyed their
the first XV beat King Edward’s for the first
second unbeaten year in a row and are now also time in 17 years – with victories over Downside
County Champions, having taken Kingswood
and Dauntsey’s too. The PPC first VII got
out 4:0 in the semis, and beaten Bristol
through to the last 16 in the Rosslyn Park
Grammar in the final.
Festival, but the boys are still hoping to emulate
Girls Netball: The U18s and U16s squads are
the famous Prior victory of 1976!
both County Champions. The first VII won ten Athletics: One of our boarders clocked 10.9
of their fixtures, including the King Edward’s,
seconds in the B&NES Championships 100
Bryanston and Kingswood games.
metres; we also had three boys in the National
Boys Hockey: The first XI won seven games
Biathlon Championships.
and lost only two. The very strong U14s team
won eight fixtures, losing only one.
Congratulations go to all our hard working and
Boys Cricket: The first XI won six games and
high achieving girls and boys and also to the
lost four. They beat Dauntsey’s, King Edward’s
underlying ‘sports for all’ ethos at the College,
and a visiting Australian side from Sydney
encouraging everybody to enjoy sport for life.
Grammar School.
Tennis: We have our first LTA scholar at Prior, For results of all fixtures throughout the
who ranks in the world top 200 U18s. The
academic year, please consult the comprehensive
U13s boys’ team are County Champions and
website www.schoolssports.com where you can
due to enter the Nationals in September 2013.
search for Prior Park under ‘Find Your School’
and track our progress on a weekly basis
It has been a fantastic school sporting year and
highlights from September 2012 to July 2013
have included:
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Q
Kate

McCarey

In conversation with Mrs Kate McCarey who
to register it as an abiding memory rather than
retired from the staff of Prior Park College in July
something I can see every day.
2013 following 16 years loyal and inspired service
to The Foundation.
Q: What have you done since coming out of the
boarding house?
Q: What brought you to Prior Park?
A: For the first few years I took on various new
A: I came to Prior Park in September 1997 from
roles such as co-ordinating working parties on
Oxford where I had worked in a small girls’ day
different issues and I played a large part in
and boarding school as Head of Geography, and
co-ordinating inspections. A whole new world
happily managed a busy family life with my
opened up for me when I took on the editorship
husband and four children, until his death from
of the school magazine for six years. I was
cancer in February 1994. In the three years
terrified at the prospect but in fact discovered
following his death I became more and more
that I loved it and it developed skills which I
convinced that I would like a job in pastoral
never knew I had. I am already using these to
care, ideally in a boarding environment. Prior
self-publish illustrated books about my family.
Park did seem like the ideal place and so I came
More recently I took on the Assistant Head,
here to be Head of St Mary’s, the girls’ boarding
Staff Development job and this has given
house. So began a whole new life for myself and,
me the opportunity to work closely with staff,
in particular for Ellie who was then just six
especially newly qualified teachers and to try,
years old.
by a whole variety of means, to move forward
our educational practice.
Q: What were the best and worst parts of being
a boarding Housemistress?
Q: What are your retirement plans?
A: The worst parts are very easy to sum up in one
A: Once the dust has settled and I have adapted
word – tiredness! Long days merged into even
just a little to not coming here every day, I
longer evenings and nights, and originally we
have lots of embryonic plans. I have a growing
were short staffed especially for domestic help so
number of grandchildren to spend more time
I spent lots of time doing ‘bank’ for the girls and
with, a piano which invites me to play it daily,
managing their domestic affairs in the first year.
a garden which has been sorely neglected and
But of course things improved and gradually
many places I want to visit. My next career
I felt more in charge of the environment. Of
though will be centred around a desire to bring
course the girls could sense that and life settled
the issues of the day to a generation of students
into a rhythm. The best bits were fantastic
who tend to live in their own ‘Facebook world’.
– getting to know these teenage girls so well,
I hope to be able to do this by lecturing and also
watching them leave as independent and feisty
by producing on-line materials for teachers and
young women ready to take on the world,
students to access.
having sudden moments of crippling humour
even if it was nearly midnight and they were
For the last 16 years Prior Park College has
behaving badly. I did view these 60 or so girls as
been the context in which I have lived out my
an extension of my own family and that seemed
life, a community which has sustained me and
to work.
given me the chance to partake in a huge range
of different activities, to engage with young
Q: What significance does this place have
people and watch them grow and change as they
for you?
move through the school. Put simply, it has been
the best job in the world.
A: As a Geographer and a real lover of landscape,
place is always highly significant for me and
We wish Kate the happiest of times in retirement.
I have absolutely loved living and working at
If you would like to contact her, please email the
Prior Park. It has given me a sense of the history PPA Office on ppa@priorpark.co.uk so that we
of this extraordinary site and its beauty has
can forward your message
nourished and never ceased to amaze me. I have
favourite trees in the valley and I have watched
seasons come and go here whilst walking my
dog – a great privilege. The Mansion and the
Chapel have been central to many important
family occasions and it has felt like home in a
very tangible way. The view from the Mansion
steps is different every day and I have watched
leaving U6 students sit and take it in once they
know they are leaving. Now I too have

A
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Melanie Ball
The Development Office which was set up 18
months ago is going from strength to strength.
We welcomed Kate Harris to the team in
November 2012; she is supporting Development
particularly in the area of researching Trusts and
Foundations for possible funding opportunities.
Some of you may have met her at the Alumni
Day in June.
The launch of our first Foundation Appeal brings
to life our recently published ‘Vision for the
2020 Prior Foundation’. This plan sets out our
future to offer an innovative and creative learning
environment with wonderful opportunities for
every pupil to develop their individual skills
through inspirational teaching and excellent
facilities. The primary project is the building of a
wonderful new Sports Facility at Prior with work
scheduled to start in December 2013. Importantly
too, we are also seeking to add to our newly created
fund so that we can continue to offer bursaries and
scholarships to the most deserving students.
We are committed to providing the best possible
facilities for our students combined with the very
best teaching. Launching the Foundation Appeal
is the first time that we have been in touch with
the entire Prior Foundation community; we are
encouraged by the response so far, and thank all
those who have contributed. I am confident that
with your support our vision will be realised and
when you next return to Prior the results will
be tangible.

Development
success
I am pleased to also share with you other early
financial success. We have received a £50,000 grant
(being paid over two years) for enhancements to
The Julian Slade Theatre. The grant has allowed for
the installation of new seating and a modernised
sound system. In the next twelve months
further upgrades will cover staging, lighting and
improvements to the drapes. We are delighted and
very grateful to have received this support.
More recently over £18,000 has been secured
for improvements to the beautiful ‘Our Lady of
the Snows Chapel’ at Prior Park. We are working
hard to secure the remaining £25,000 necessary
to complete this first phase of the project that will
see improvements to sound, lighting and seating.
As the Chapel sits right at the heart of the Prior
community we know that it means so much to
so many and look forward to sharing progress
with you and also invite you to help us. If you
would like to hear more detailed plans then please
contact me in the Development Office.
This year we have also reached out to strengthen
and build relationships with the wider Prior
community particularly those who live overseas.
In February the Headmaster and I visited
Gibraltar and in May we visited Hong Kong.
The relationship with Gibraltar goes back a long
way; we have an active community of former
pupils there and were delighted to be welcomed
by the Lord Mayor for a reception as well as a
very successful old boys dinner. I offer my sincere

thanks to former Head Boy Joe Holliday (Class
of 1977) and Tony Lombard (Class of 1975)
for their support in organising the programme
and for their hospitality and friendship whilst in
Gibraltar. In Hong Kong, we held receptions for
current parents, former parents and former pupils.
We recognise that for parents of our overseas
boarders it is not always easy to engage in Prior life
as distance prevents them joining us for key events,
so we were thrilled to take a little bit of Prior to
them. Prior remains very much an international
community and you might be surprised to
know that we have students studying at Prior
representing 21 different nations. Over the coming
years we plan to develop further our international
links with a number of overseas events for both
our current families and our former pupils.
In the next twelve months the focus from the
Development Office will be very much on
delivering the Foundation Appeal to enhance
the facilities and opportunities for our pupils.
This is an exciting time and will allow The Prior
Foundation to remain strong in a challenging
and competitive environment. I look forward
to sharing the success with you, and invite you
to join with us to make our vision a reality
development@priorpark.co.uk
www.thepriorfoundation/development/

T h e G o s s ip B owl	

9

Mansion

Society lunch
Prior Park today is a flourishing co-educational
community, thanks in part to those whose
acts of generosity have ensured its continued
success. Through times of challenge and change
it has always emerged victorious and it is our
responsibility to ensure that this continues for
future generations to have an opportunity of
a Prior education.
We launched the legacy programme in October
2012, to be able to continue to provide bursaries
and scholarships for the most talented and
deserving of students and continually improve the
fabric of our historic buildings, to transform the
College and the lives of those who study here.
The decision to leave a legacy is one of the most
personal and enduring gifts that one can make.
In honour of our generous benefactors we created
The Mansion Society, and held our inaugural
lunch here at the College in April. Our valued
guests were treated to a tour of the College by
members of the Headmaster’s Committee, which
was a real opportunity for a walk down memory
lane. We then enjoyed a splendid lunch in the
Bishops’ Library hosted by the Headmaster and
were joined by the Head Boy and Head Girl.
The day’s events were completed with a wonderful
recital in the John Wood Chapel with two of
our current students.

100 years

of Whittakers

Last raising the roof with John Whittaker
(PPC 50-58) in August 2003, various old boys
from the Classes of 57 and 58 received an exciting
invitation to join John again. This time, the party on
1st September 2012, at John’s villa in Marbella, was
to celebrate ‘100 Years of Whittakers’ - combining
John’s 70th birthday with his son, John Peter’s 30th.

of course. The old Prior boys and their wives sat
together and enjoyed the wonderful entertainment
- including a set by Russell Watson. The food was
a feast for all the senses and the whole party agreed
that John still doesn’t do things by halves!

John joined his school friends to catch up on the
intervening decade. As the champagne flowed, the
As previously, John’s loyal and delightful PA, Helen conversation turned once again to the alma mater,
Seddon, masterminded arrangements, working
to the old stories of Prior adventures and to absent
with Debbie O’Bryan on locating some old boys for friends: Mounir el-Khoury, Chris Babington, Tony
whom neither had current contact details. John put Watts, Patrick McGinn, Peter Joynt, Tony Thomas,
a call in to Chris Babington and, although Chris
Sergio d’Ayala Valva, Tony Coquet, plus Laurie
couldn’t attend the party (he lives in Australia), they Ibbitt and Anthony Quinn of course.
It was a lovely occasion, summed up by Mansion
had a great catch-up instead and made alternative
Society members Mr John Sylvester KCSG
plans to meet. Tony Quinn was elusive to the last
(Class of 1945) and his wife Jean:
Some made Mass at Marbella Cathedral on Sunday
– so if any readers have clues, please do contact the
morning and then enjoyed exploring the old town
PPA Office.
“Jean and I thoroughly enjoyed our visit to the
before boarding flights home. What a party!
College as guests of the Prior Foundation. The
And what a weekend they’d had thanks to John’s
The happy group of Prior old boys boarded planes
warm welcome and generous hospitality we
fabulous hospitality and the joyful company of old
received made us feel very much at home. We were for Spain, keen to re-connect with John and spend
friends who had shared the same formative journey
time as a group at the birthday century bash. They
particularly pleased to spend time with students,
through Prior Park College. The old boys felt
arrived in Marbella on the Friday evening and spent honoured to be a part of John’s special celebrations
talking about College life now and how it might
Saturday relaxing at the poolside, sharing stories of
be in the future, the essence of the Foundation.
and to have the opportunity to reaffirm these really
Prior Park days – the memories, both happy and
Hopefully, this will not be our last visit!”
significant bonds that have endured a remarkable
sad, came flooding back with amazing clarity.
55 years.
If you would like become a member of The
That evening they entered John’s villa to a chorus
Mansion Society and are considering leaving
They are already looking longingly at their 2023
of violin playing and the familiar, friendly greeting
a gift in your will to The Prior Foundation, or
diaries for the 80th.
of Helen, who made sure the Prior group was
require further information or advice then please
well looked after. A large gathering of family and
contact Director of Development, Melanie Ball
Chris Blunden
friends known to the two Johns – from business,
melanieball@priorpark.co.uk
chris.blunden@aim.com
sport and all their broad spheres of interest joined
or call 01225 835353 Ext. 244
the celebrations – including John’s old classmates

10
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Alumni

Lunch
2013

On Saturday 20th October 2012, the PPA hosted
a 65 years and over Alumni Lunch, ably organised
by Patrick Mason and Debbie O’Bryan. This
replaced the traditional Alumni Dinner, and
was in response to popular demand for those
of ‘a certain age’ to meet their contemporaries.

with a personalised copy of Fr Peter Cornwell’s
history of Prior Park, The Phoenix. Brian WarrenPeachey ran Leonard a close second, having just
turned 92.

Cameras were out, and we were ushered onto
the Mansion steps for the group photo, while
It was a lovely autumn day, and 54 old boys and
enjoying the incomparable view of Bath beloved
wives turned up, together with our amiable guest, by so many over the centuries. My elder brother
the Headmaster, James Murphy-O’Connor (that Peter reminded me that, as a boarder in the
name has a familiar ring!) and his wife, Ali.
Mansion during the war, he once saw an elderly
lady going to see the view, and later discovered
The serious business started with drinks in the
that it was Queen Mary, on one of her numerous
Mansion, and this was a great opportunity to
visits to Prior.
catch up with our peers. Obviously, I did not
know everyone there, but was fortunate to see
And so to lunch! The first course was – very
old friends and acquaintances such as Peter and
fittingly – none other than pork pie and baked
Eilis Cunningham-Davis, Brian (‘Diesel’) Auty,
beans – the culinary treat of the week in those far
Charles Curran, Fergus Lyons - one of the main
off days – except that then you had to bring your
saviours of Prior Park after the Brothers left,
own beans! A delicious buffet followed, washed
Andy and Liz Owen, Gerald Walker, Anthony
down with generous helpings of wine, and at the
Finnigan and others. Despite the passage of time, end, James rose to tell us about the continuing
it was marvellous to carry on a conversation as if success of the school. It now has 580 students
we had last spoken yesterday.
– a colossal number compared with my day –
without loss of its essential ethic, with about
On arrival, we were asked, slightly embarrassingly, 35 per cent Catholic students. It is obviously a
to give our dates of birth, in order to calculate the roaring success, and James is from the right stable
‘winner’- the oldest old boy in attendance. That
to keep it that way.
turned out to be Leonard de Freitas, a loyal PPA
member, who was in great form at the splendid
He invited questions, and it was amusing to
age of 93 – driven from his home by neighbour
learn that the huge mound which Brother
Charles Dickerson, who had brought Leonard to Burke’s notorious working parties had been
many former PPA events. Leonard was presented busily removing for so many years was none

other than a part of the tenth century Wansdyke,
which stretched from Somerset to Hampshire!
A question was also asked about the origin of
the Monument Field, adjoining the Old Ball
Court, where rugby is now played instead of at
Longwood. Debbie’s subsequent research has
revealed that this originally housed a triangular
gothic building, now destroyed, representing
the Holy Trinity, with a rounded tower, in
memory of Ralph Allen. The inscription said
“Sacred to the memory of a most excellent man,
Ralph Allen”, and we all have a lot to thank him
for. What the official history does not reveal
is that the monument’s ruins also contained a
secret passage which adventurous Sixth Formers
occasionally explored on forays to the village.
After lunch, we were invited to watch the 1st
XV play. I had to head for home but not until
I’d taken a nostalgic walk around, taking in the
Chapel, which remains exactly as I remember it.
The day had been most enjoyable, and brought
back many happy memories, for which we have
to thank Patrick, Debbie, the excellent caterers
and all concerned with the organisation.
It was splendid to hear that there is to be
a similar lunch this year, on Saturday 19th
October 2013, to include those aged 60 years
and over this time.
Bernard Kelly
ba.kelly@tiscali.co.uk
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PREPARATORY

report

chosen senior school. This year we introduced
a Prep School award which recognises potential
in our 11+ pupils in different areas of school life.
Our pupils’ motivation to participate in a wide
This year has been another positive and productive range of extra-curricular activities is remarkable.
one for the Prior Park Prep community. We
We held the first Junior Department production
have seen vast improvements for members of
(Just Call me the Pied Piper) in addition to our
our boarding community. I am always keen
senior production (Wizard of Oz). Our Outdoor
to promote a ‘home away from home’ for our
Learning programme took a huge leap forward
boarders, both local and international. This year
with every year group enjoying an overnight camp
I have been fortunate enough to hear this phrase
off site. Staff have taken to heart the fun and
coined by our boarders day in and day out. New
stimulation offered by outdoor learning and the
initiatives including a Saturday Morning Active
new initiatives have ensured our pupils enjoyed a
programme for our Juniors and a communications range of activities to develop a variety of physical,
hub to allow easier contact between boarders
social and leadership skills.
and their families have been well received.
With the past year being the Catholic Year of
Joint working across the Foundation has been
Faith, the school placed a huge emphasis on
a key theme this year, demonstrated by the huge
spirituality and promoting values of a warm
success of our recent Science and Geography visit Christian ethos. Senior pupils have enjoyed
to Iceland, enjoyed by Year 7 & 8 Prep School and spiritual retreats and our resident Chaplain
College pupils. We are equally excited about IT
has provided invaluable emotional support
developments across the entire Foundation and we to our pupils
look forward to promoting Prep school plans for
a Prior Hub in the near future.
Academic achievement has been impressive with
eleven Year 8 pupils awarded scholarships to their

Mark Pearce

Paragon
report

I took on the leadership of The Paragon
School in September 2012, moving from a very
successful Home Counties prep school and I
have found it fascinating to see the differences
in atmosphere between the South West and the
South East. Many families, like mine, move to
Bath, attracted by the quality of life and the great
education that’s on offer. They want space and
family time without compromising on sport,
culture, history, or theatre.
Looking at the school as outsiders, my wife Anna
and I were struck by the bright, engaging and
friendly Paragon pupils. I knew this would be a
great place to work, but also one that would be
good for my own children, Imogen, aged six,
and Sophie, aged four.

Andrew Harvey
12

One year down the line, I now look at the school
with an insider’s eyes and feel even more strongly
about this aspect of the school. The boys and
girls here are children – they aren’t trying to be
something that they are not. They are fun to be
with, happy to learn and eager to play their part
in The Paragon community.
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At this school, there appears to be less pressure
to conform, less emphasis on material things,
more emphasis on being a good citizen and more
appropriate role models. There is a lovely sense
of community and a family feel where parents are
encouraged to join in and share their experience.
I’ve noticed that parents who choose The
Paragon cherish childhood, wanting their
daughters and sons to have opportunities to
grow and excel without the frenetic atmosphere
and levels of anxiety observed in the South East.
Despite being relatively small, this school offers
a wide range of opportunities, so that every
child has the chance to shine and thus to build
their confidence.
The teachers in my team have great passion for
their subjects and they go the extra mile every
day to make learning fun and exciting. This helps
children achieve much more than those who
learn by rote or in a hot-house environment.
We believe that happy children learn best – and
we have entrance exam results, PIP tests and
the ‘Outstanding’ ISI Inspection Report 2011
to prove it

Gossip
1960 & earlier
On a trip to Cyprus, Edward Still (PPC 36-42)
met up with old classmate Michael Morgan
(34-40) who he’d not seen for 40 years. Both had
served as RAF pilots in WWII; Michael retired to
Cyprus in 2010 and Eddie worked in Africa before
retiring to Somerset.
John Sylvester (PPC 43-45) is finally getting back
to golf following two major operations. Recovery
is well under way thanks to a tidal wave of prayer
and the joyful arrival of their first great grandchild
in December 2012, with two more due soon, plus a
grand daughter’s wedding. John sends greetings to all
who remember Prior in the War sylvester.j@sky.com

Dr Peter Lambert (PPC 39-49) has lived
alone for 10 years since his wife Selina died. His
eldest son, Richard, has taken a directorship
with Princess Yachts in Plymouth. The younger,
Anthony, lives near Ruislip, works in banking and
is married with two young children; Peter has been
a member of the local Catenian Association for 25
years; he heard of the serious ill health of old Prior
friend, Michael Ludlow this way. Peter keeps
in touch with Michael Hamerton and Gerald
Walker peter@peterlambert.plus.com

Rotary, becoming Vice President elect. Alan
also sits on the London Group of the Veterans
Advisory and Pensions Committee, helps out
at Veterans Aid on immigration matters and
volunteers with the National Trust at Mottisfont
Abbey, Romsey. Old boys with connections
to these organisations please contact
ajolson@btinternet.com

Following National Service, mainly in Cyprus,
Bernard Gillan (PPC 52-55) completed TA
parachute training. He first worked for the General
Anthony (‘Midge’) Tranter is now retired, aged
Accident Assurance Company in Birmingham and
78; he has suffered poor health recently with bythen in Rhodesia. He returned to Birmingham,
pass surgery, bladder cancer and diabetes. Midge
England with The Phoenix Assurance, playing
spends most of his time in Narbonne, France, on
rugby for Birmingham and cricket for Pickwick
board his motor cruiser. In September 2013 he will Club, then back to Rhodesia to join Sun Alliance,
Whilst in France in September 2012 Alan
be back in the UK in Ashford, Kent and would
ending up in Johannesburg. Bernard continued
Seccombe (Class of 47) unfortunately went over
like to meet PPC 50-51 contemporaries like
cricket and hockey up to his mid 50s, taking up
the handlebars of his mountain bike, necessitating
Dickie Rochford, Tony Jiggins, Mini Brooks,
snooker until the onset of age-related macular
two operations. He has been back on his bike since Paul Dalling et al clynfarm@hotmail.com
degeneration. He completed a BA Hons in
and is now playing tennis regularly but, at almost
English, History & Sociology at UNISA, with a
82, is finding it more difficult to keep the knees and Publishing Peter Barratt (PPC 46-52)’s email
fleeting idea of teaching; he also became a Fellow
joints moving! Alan sends his best wishes to all his
in the 2012 Gossip Bowl has put him in touch
of the Society of Risk Managers of South Africa.
form mates from Prior alan@seccombe.co.uk
with James Roberts, Tony Jiggins and Anthony
Rhodesia was where Bernard met with Ian Reid
Finnigan, and he has lunch booked with Anthony (PPC 51-58), in Salisbury with the Combined
Congratulations to Michael Corrigan(PPC 42-47) and Robert Mulholland. Very sadly Peter’s brother Services rugby team berngill@worldonline.co.za
and wife Pat who celebrate their diamond wedding Geoffrey Barratt (PPC 46-54), one of the first
in September 2013 jmikecorrigan@icloud.com
at Cricklade, died in December 2012 following
Jean-Francois Samson (Class of 55) is returning
a long battle with Parkinson’s. Geoffrey’s eulogy
to Paris where his wife Cecile, who completed her
Peter Oura left Prior aged 16 in 1945 (Class of 47), made reference to Prior, noting that he captained
Masters in Company Management Strategy will
qualifying from Royal Veterinary College in ’49. Now the rugby and cricket teams and won the Victor
pursue work in management consultancy. The
retired, he built up a successful veterinary practice in Ludorum on his final Sports Day. Geoffrey, who
move means a new school for their 15 year old
Malmesbury, and has 3 children, 2 of whom are vets had worked in the family stockbroking partnership, daughter jean-francois.samson2@wanadoo.fr
and has 5 grandchildren ploura@hotmail.co.uk
leaves his wife Margaret, four lovely children and
two grandsons billybar@tiscali.co.uk
Samir El-Khoury (PPC 53-56) has fond
Rex Anstis (PPC 42-48) is still walking, bowling
memories of Prior days, sharing a room in St Paul’s
(with four indoor short mat bowls trophies) and
Howard Rowe (ex PPC 53) was at Cricklade for with Rafik, whilst their younger brother Mounir
now fishing from his new boat. Their children and one year and then left PPC aged 16. Following
was in St Peter’s. Samir recalls old friends Lionel
grandchildren are all doing well. Rex keeps in touch articles, Howard qualified as a Chartered
Mordant, Eric Rosen, Eugene Gomesh, Sanchez
with Michael Hamerton rexanstis@btinternet.com Accountant and practised in Newport, Gwent
and Artaza but has remained in contact only with
all his working life. He and his wife Barbara are
Patrick Bauchau, who studied at Lincoln College,
Gerald Walker (PPC 42-48) found this photo
now enjoying living in Hartrigg Oaks retirement
Oxford, whilst Samir was at St Catherine’s,
of the 1948 ‘England XV’ from their annual St
community run by the Joseph Rowntree Housing reading PPE. Patrick lives in LA, is married
Patrick’s Day England vs Ireland schoolboy rugby
Trust in York. They have two sons and six
to Migano Bardot (sister to Brigitte) and has
match gwalker74@btinternet.com
grandchildren howbaroe@yahoo.co.uk
followed a successful career in film acting. Samir
retired from a 42 year diplomatic career which
Richard Blenkin (Cricklade & Prior 47-53)
took him to Libya, the UK, Belgium, EU, Japan,
would like to be remembered to his contemporaries the Philippines, Korea and finally Italy. He lives
richardblenkin193@btinternet.com
in Lebanon, chairs a committee to support the
employment of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon,
Alan Olson (Class of 56) retired as an
is an active Rotarian and has an olive grove
Immigration Judge and has subsequently joined
outside Beirut.
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In Panama last January to see family, Cesar
Guillen-Nunez (PPC 55-59) enjoyed an
exhibition of Paul Gaugin’s work. Cesar is still
research fellow at the Ricci Institute, a cultural
Jesuit organisation, in Macao, China. He and
his brother Andrew remember old Prior friends
fondly cgnunes2001@yahoo.co.uk
Tony Watts (PPC 52-59) retires from all
professional activities in autumn 2013 since his two
visiting professorships finish then, as does a long
term contract with the European Commission. He
plans more time for early music (happy to send his
guide to Handel operas and oratorios to anyone
interested), cricket, family (especially the two
grandchildren) and reading tony.watts@zen.co.uk
Having done the best part of medical training
Patrick McGinn (PPC 52-59) transferred to
study Polymer Chemistry at the Institution of
Rubber Industry in London. Patrick worked as
a rubber technologist in Britain for a few years
then emigrated to South Africa with his wife
and young family in 1975. Unhappy with the
governing regime, they moved to Swaziland,
where they’ve remained. Patrick bought into a
fading tyre retreading outfit and rejuvenated the
business and now has 6 retail outlets in Swaziland,
a tyre distribution network and retreading factory.
His passion is flying - he gained his pilot’s licence
in 1985. He has five children, ranging in age from
40 to 14 and three grandchildren. Patrick and his
wife split their time between home in Swaziland
and their beach house in Vilankulo, Mozambique.
Barry Plews and his wife Liz have visited and
Patrick keeps in touch with Bryan Wilding. If any
PPC peers find themselves in Patrick’s area, he’d
be pleased to meet up pjm@bandagtyres.co.sz

Peter Hilton (PPC 58-62) and his wife MarieBlanche still enjoy travelling to London two days
a week to look after grandchildren Emily and
Toby. Peter stood in for PPA President, Tony
Bury, to present the PPA Music Prize to Emily
Murphy-O’Connor at Alumni Mass. Peter keeps
in touch with Wilfrid de Freitas, Sean Lacey and
Edmund Henderson. Peter’s brother Stephen
Hilton (Class of 64) lives in Oxford and is still
selling property in France through his company,
La Residence, where he has now been joined by
his son, Dominic. Stephen is a member of the
Oratory Church Choir and plays a lot of golf
and real tennis peterhilton@waitrose.com
Wilfrid de Freitas (PPC 56-62) and his wife
Susan made their annual trip from Montreal to
the UK, enjoying Alumni Day at Prior. They
visited his uncle, Leonard (PPC 34-38) in Oxford
and were delighted that he is in good health, still
living independently and has happy memories of
the PPA Veterans Lunch in October 2012 when
he won the prize for oldest attendee. Wilfrid keeps
in contact with Peter Hilton, Geoff Ferreira,
Sean Biddulph, Peter Waring, Chris Lennon
and Gerry O’Reilly wilfrid@defreitasbooks.com

in Stroud 1n 2011, featuring Mike’s ‘bombs’
sculptures and his daughter’s poppy abstracts
michael.odowd@virgin.net
• Bob Rayner is unable to quit work and is now on
the board of directors of four companies in New
York and enjoys helping CEOs run their growing
companies without having to work 24/7. His
wife Mindy is the one working 24/7; loving her
role as head fund raiser for the non profit Harlem
Children's Zone. Bob enjoys the PPA cricket match
as it is combined now with the annual reunion,
including Bob, Mike, Peters Haddon and Lynch,
Chris Kershaw, Ricky Carter and Patrick Robinson
brayner81@aol.com
• Ricky Carter is enjoying retirement from Head
of Science at West Buckland School, North
Devon. His wife Ursula has also retired from her
Counselling position. They split their time between
N.Devon and Le Muy, North of St Tropez, and
their energy between grand parenting and bridge
richard.carter2@virgin.net

• Peter Lynch released a CD, ‘Gypsy Heart’ under
the name ‘Ashik’ in February 2013. He records at
his home studio in the mountains of Colorado,
Chris Lennon (PPC 55-64) is still out in Kabul,
playing all the instruments except the drums. Peers
Afghanistan, amongst a huge but reducing
may remember that he was a violinist; the violin is
community of expats as projects are completed
the lead instrument in his recordings. Peter’s music
and wound down. Daily life is full of security
can be streamed at: http://ashik.bandcamp.com/
precautions, and he wonders what 2014 will bring to album/gypsy-heart and purchased on Amazon the now mostly calm and industrious Kabul. August search for Ashik in music ashik@magnoliaroad.net
sees Chris return to the UK on leave; he looks
forward to Chris de Souza (PPC 54-60)’s music on • Peter Haddon (PPC 57-65, Class of 64)
the flight from Dubai cm@lennon251.fsnet.co.uk
together with two of his four sons is still running
Peter Haddon Property Management Services.
•••
His five daughters (yes, Peter has nine kids) are
We have news of ‘The ‘Moles’, all Class of 64, who also doing very well. Recently Peter was clearing
1961 – 1970
had the famous adventure down the mines in
out his mother's house and found wonderful
Combe Down, and who gather each summer:
charcoal drawings of Prior in The London
Paul Watts (PPC 55-62) divides his time between
Illustrated News December 1959 hddpet@aol.com
• Chris Kershaw ex Royal Navy Surgeon Captain
Australia, France and England and is happy to hear
•••
from peers wanting a surfing visit in Byron Bay or ski
and TriService adviser in Paediatrics to Surgeon
partner in Les Arcs. Music and family absorb his UK
General is glad to have exchanged service on Op
Peter Cotton (PPC 57-63) shared the termly
time; his granddaughter is at his and his brother Tony’s Haven in Iraq with 3Bde Royal Marines and on the train journey from the N West to Prior with Peter
old Cambridge College pmpwatts@yahoo.com
Hospital Ship “Argus” in the last Gulf War,
Broadbent, Simon Wallace and James Ashton.
for “botanizing” at Ventnor Botanic Garden,
His closest friend at PPC was Robert Somerscales
Chris Ryland (PPC 56-62) and his wife Carole
where he is chairman of the Friends' Society. His
but they lost touch after university. Peter was also
enjoyed a wonderful marathon 21 day holiday to
son Richard has followed in his footsteps and
friendly with Cameron Mackintosh, especially
Cuba, Panama, Galapagos Islands, Machu Picchu,
is scheduled to ‘overtake’ through moves from
when Cameron worked in Manchester. Peter
Rio de Janeiro, Iguassu Falls, Buenos Aires and
Principle MO of Fleet Flagship, HMS Bulwark, to studied at Imperial College, then joined Leyland as
Easter Island. Chris keeps busy with Rotary, golf
HMS Illustrious and thence to a staff job at Whale a graduate apprentice in ‘67 and continued to work
and fishing in his trailer boat, whilst Carole paints
Island Portsmouth. Chris and Ann have four sons, for them for 35 years, retiring in 2002. Peter ‘s wife
and is President of the View Club in Coffs Harbour. five grandsons, hens and a cocker spaniel, on the Isle Robyn has developed a photography business and
Their children are both married with two children
of Wight christopher@kershaw39.orangehome.co.uk Peter is now house husband , magistrate, adviser for
and doing well. Chris has three spare bedrooms and
CAB and hospital governor, but also finds time to
• Mike O’Dowd and his wife Marion kindly
PPA members passing through Coffs are welcome.
play tennis, bowls and golf, hoping to join the PPA
Meanwhile, his brother David’s widow Fiona is
hosted the 2013 Moles reunion at their home
2013 fixture. Not directly in touch with any old
doing fine. Their son Jonathan is an actor in LA
in Stonehouse. Mike, a retired doctor, continues
boys, Peter would be interested in a reunion and
and daughter Kathie is reading History at Oxford
to work on his sculpture and, with his daughter
welcomes contact peter@robyn.plus.com
cmryland@bigpond.net.au
Rachel, put on a very successful exhibition
14
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Dr Michael ‘Sean’Biddulph (PPC 56-62) left
Prior for Medical School in Dublin and is now a
retired GP biddulph@talktalk.net He exchanged
emails recently with Carlos Leigh (PPC 52-59),
younger brother to Juan or ‘Johnny’ and brother
of Sean’s old friend, Rolando. They lost touch
after school; sadly Rolando died in 1986 (obituary
in GB 2009). Juan, Carlos and Rolando were the
third generation of Leighs to study at Prior. Carlos
left Prior and worked on a farm in Pembroke,
Wales, picking up skills he subsequently put to use
in his home town Piura, Northern Peru, managing
a large, successful farm. Carlos has 4 children
and has now retired and Johnny is building
experimental aeroplanes leighcarlos@gmail.com
John Cabedo (Class of 65) completed higher
education in the UK, specialized in quality and
became a member of MENSA. He was posted
to Belgium, tasked with improving the quality
perception of Memorex (later Memorex Telex)
where he then specialized in ISO 9000, 14000,
13485. John helped companies achieve their
respective quality standards in Belgium, Holland,
USA, Morocco, Croatia and Spain where he ended
up owning a computer rental and ISO consulting
company. He closed the business in 2011 and now
gives English proficiency classes to senior Spanish
executives. John has three children, one in Brussels,
two in the UK, and two grandchildren. About to
move from Madrid to their home in Sotogrande,
John would like to connect with Gibraltarian
alumni john.cabedo@gmail.com
Currently living in Alberta, Canada, Patrick
Ferreira (PPC 59-65) is still working part-time
as a medical geneticist. He keeps in touch with
his cousin Geoffrey (Class of 63) but hasn’t had
much other contact with Alumni and would love
to trace John Harling if anybody can help
paddy_ferreira@yahoo.com

Dai Bennett (Class of 67) has been enjoying
retirement for five years now, dividing his time
between bowls and the local ramblers! He and his
wife also have a weekly school run for their two
granddaughters, helping their daughter Kathryn
who works part-time as an Occupational Therapist.
Their son James is still in Bangkok with his three
year old triplets. Dai keeps in regular contact with
Tim White and his wife Lars who live in Penarth
davidgowerview@hotmail.co.uk

Terry Burke (PPC 63-67) left Prior for
Trinity College, Dublin where he met his wife
Raymonde; they celebrated their 40th anniversary
last year. Terry’s brother John (ex PPC 69) also
studied at Trinity, Dublin, where he too met his
future wife. Terry and Raymonde have retired to
the NW corner of Connecticut, about 2 1/2 hours
drive from Manhattan and were delighted to join
the PPC New York Alumni dinner hosted by
Tony Bury in April 2013 burkester@gmail.com

Another guest at the PPA NY dinner, Mike
Druce, was at Cricklade from 55 - 60 followed by
a spell in South Africa, then at Prior from 62 - 67.
Mike gained an HND in Chemical Engineering
and worked in London for Ever Ready and
Beefeater Gin before moving into cosmetics. In
1986 he shifted from buyer for Revlon, L’Oreal
and Estee Lauder, to cosmetic packaging sales. He
moved to the US in ‘94 and still works in cosmetic
packaging, having started his own consultancy
in 2011. He and his wife Diane are now
grandparents; they have four sons, two working
in the UK and two in Connecticut, US. Mike
contacted old friend Dr John ‘Bernie’ Symes
michaeldruce@mdruceengineering.com

fishing on the Moy, trout fishing at sea and
continues to follow rugby and cricket. In 2008
he joined a reunion at Prior organised by Terry
Ilott and then a weekend in Rioja organised by
Fabian Jowers. Mike Maher visited Michael recently
and he’s had contact with Andrew Colombini and
Will Lee too drcallander@hotmail.com
Tim Heining and Peter Coates joined Fabian
Jowers, also Class of 68 for a great adventure on
one of his safari holidays organised to support the
work of the Ugandan orphanage which restores
security and hope to orphaned and under privileged
children: www.musicaparasalvarvidas.org At the
68ers reunion in July 2013, Tim spoke eloquently
about the wonderful trip he and Peter had enjoyed,
and urges more Alumni to take the opportunity of
a safari holiday with Fabian and to spread the word
https://sites.google.com/site/safariholidaysinuganda/
fabianjowers2009@gmail.com

Chris Cutcliffe and John Evans (both Class of 68)
completed the 150 mile Coast To Coast bike ride
from Whitehaven to Tynemouth this July in aid
of Fabian Jowers’ orphanage. They rode alongside
friends and family including Terry Ilott’s son Luke,
and John’s sons Charlie and Laurie (sadly Laurie
fell, breaking his elbow badly). Despite the accident,
Adrian (Fitz) Fitzgerald (Class of 67) and Chris
Dowse (Class of 66) are delighted, following news in they had a lot of fun and raised over £1,600 for
last year’s GB of the planned 50 year reunion, to have the orphanage (more donations from Alumni very
renewed contact with a number of contemporaries. 12 welcome). Chris Cutcliffe is working as Financial
former classmates from Turkey to Trinidad are now
Director of i2 Analytical Ltd, a soil and water
formulating plans for the 2016 event. They’d welcome analysis company in Watford. His wife Julie works
contact from others: abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk and for Tesco HO and their twin daughters are backchrisdowse586@btinternet.com
packing the globe cdcutcliffe@gmail.com
John Evans retired from Barclays Bank Property
Stephen Sturton-Davies (Class of 68) spent 38
team four years ago as a Senior Project Manager
years working overseas for British Airways, then
and now works part-time as a Director of the
returned to the UK and spent five years as Head
Considerate Constructors Scheme. With three
of Aviation Security & Ground Safety at Gatwick. married children, grandparenting and parenting
He retired two years ago but now acts as UK
duties are keeping John and his wife Diane busy
consultant to a friend’s Kenyan safari business
johnmitch.evans@btinternet.com
(see porcini.com) stevesd2005@yahoo.co.uk
Andrew Colombini (PPC 64-68) has moved to
After 30 years in general practice, Charles Murray
tranquil Hove, working and looking after his 3
(Class of 68) retired in 2010 and now travels to visit
young children andycolombini@yahoo.co.uk
his 2 children and their families in Malaysia and
Bahrain drcmuray@hotmail.com
Al Danino Prior ‘nom de guerre’ Patrick (Class
of 69) acted as stand-in Gibraltar Rep at the PPA
Following careers in medicine and law, Michael
Reps lunch in April 2013; marking his first ever
Callander (Class of 68) and his wife Rosalind have return to Prior. In 1972 Al met Marie; married in
left Manchester behind and retired to the peace
‘77 they recently celebrated their 35th anniversary.
and magic of West Ireland. Michael has hung up
Al has covered half the globe in varied business
his stethoscope and travelling shoes but welcomes
roles, with assignments ranging from banking
visitors to their shores. He is enjoying wild salmon
to a flirtation with the music business, followed

T h e G o s s ip B owl	

15

by a fascinating time with HM Government.
Al ended up becoming COO and company
director of an Indian software house. In 2005 he
returned to academia and studied law; going on
to obtain a first and a distinction in his Masters.
He is currently advising a business colleague on
navigating the corporate jungle ‘Life is full of
surprises and never dull’ a.danino@talk21.com

Andrew Budd (PPC 56-75) retired from the Army
after a full 37 year career that took him all over the
world. He now works in Brussels at NATO HQ on
defence policy. He took part in the 690 km Help 4
Heroes Paris to London bike ride and learned to scuba
dive to keep up with his two children. He’d love to hear
from any ‘75 graduates adhbudd@hotmail.com￼

Congratulations to Neville Dyke (PPC 66-70)
now dad to his fifth son, Jacob, born in May 2013.
Neville keeps in touch with Gonzy Sanchez after
their 2012 meeting in Madrid. He joined the early
70’s guys’ last London lunch and hopes to locate
Anthony Quinlivan info@longhillfarm.co.uk

Robin Fisher (PPC 73-75) supplied this ‘Vintage
Prior’ photo. In the back row: Frank Anchor,
1971 – 1980
John (Nick) Blayney, Steve O’Brien, David Yeo,
William Fielding, Michael Davis, Peter Carreras.
Paul Turner (PPC 66-71) is working on projects
And in front: Paul McNamara, Robin and
for the future, adding philosophically that ‘progress Andrew Budd, with Jock McFarlane and Charles
is slow and time ticks away; the tide ebbs and
Harris crouching robinfisher6457@gmail.com￼
flows with new technology!’ His grandchildren
are growing faster than he remembers growing
himself ptturnergallery@gmail.com
Brian Wake (Class of 71), still working as a
solicitor in Chester, attended PPC classmate Tony
Fennerty’s 60th birthday bash (Tony’s a Consultant
doctor in Harrogate) and will be meeting up
with him plus Peter Milne (living in Ireland) and
William Van Heesewijk (PPC 71-79), married to
Martin Dathan (teaching in the West Midlands)
Helen for ten years, has three sons: Alex 21 (with a
this autumn brianwake@btinternet.com
1st in Forensics is starting a Masters in Biomedical
Engineering at Surrey), Freddie 10 and Henry six.
Kevin Moore, aka Pugs, (PPC 65-72) together
Living in Effingham Junction, Surrey William still
with his good friend, Dave, completed a 350 km
enjoys good food, wine, playing golf, gardening and
bike ride across Cuba, raising £7K for charity
‘doing good deeds for people’. He began his career
www.spinal-research.org. They started their
with Lloyds Bank in 1981, working for both the
training regime ‘from a very low base’ building
merchant banking and investment management
up miles and reducing their alcohol intake with
arms, and has been involved in the investment
limited success! Although they set off in the
trust industry since 1987, He joined Chelverton
aftermath of Hurricane Sally, the route took them Asset Management in 2005 as Director Business
through stunning Cuban scenery. Kevin suffered
Development wvh@chelvertonam.com
an early fall, disappearing over his handlebars,
luckily injuring only his pride! He was grateful
Mark Ashworth (PPC 72-79) is still with Radio
to fellow early 70s alumni for their generous
Frequency Systems, Sales Manager for Europe and
sponsorship home@kevinmoore1.go-plus.net
Africa, living near Stratford on Avon. He has met
up with Paul Simpson and is still playing rugby
Mark Stevens (PPC 68-74), proud grandfather
regularly and coaching U7s mini rugby. Mark’s
to 18 month William, met up with Nigel Pardo
father, Peter Ashworth (PPC 39-46) is living near
and his wife in Gibraltar and still keeps in regular
Maidenhead mashworth45@btinternet.com
contact with Nick Bailey and his wife. Mark
invites peers to join Simon Morgan’s LinkedIn
Martin Conlon (Class of 79) sent in this photo
group ‘Prior Park Invincibles’ contrabyte@gmail
below from the summer of 77 of: left to right
Charlie Fleetwood, Martin Conlon, Roy Gagino,
Despite all the report writing, Adrian Williams
Feargal Glennon & Tony Stevenson
(PPC 68-75) is still enjoying teaching and tutoring martin.conlon@conlonconstruct.co.uk ￼
Maths in Dorset acw285@yahoo.co.uk
After 20 years at the BBC, Richard Klein (PPC
74-76) has joined ITV, as Director of Factual. His
twins Wilfred and Heidi, now 18 months, are
progressing well richard.klein@itv.com
16
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Congratulations to Kevin Williams (PPPS only,
but Class of 79) who is first-time father to twins,
born July 2013. Kevin studied at St Boniface after
Prior and joined the Merchant Navy aged 16,
training as an Engineer Officer. Although Kevin
did not enjoy his time at Cricklade, his visit 40 years
later revealed today’s totally delightful prep school.
Christopher Liu (PPC 75 -79) is busy, just
working, travelling and raising the family
cscliu@aol.com
Andrew Hayes (Class of 80) is busy... baby Arthur
arrived in October 2012, brother to George,
Charlotte and Sophie. Apart from his job as a
Finance Director/Partner at a Guildford solicitors
firm, Governor of a primary school in W.Sussex and
hectic family life, Andrew is also coaching U 9 and
U 10 mini rugby for Midhurst Club, gaining Level
1 coaching accreditation last year. He and David
Nugent (ex PPC 78) recently enjoyed recalling
classmates’ names! andrew.hayes@twmsolicitors.com

1981 – 1990
Leo Chiu (PPC 76-81) read Law at King’s College,
London and was transferred to the University of
Hong Kong to continue his degree after Year 1 and,
following graduation, read the equivalent of the bar
professional practice course at HKU. Leo became
a solicitor and founded his own firm in 1998 with
two partners – one, his wife. Leo handles mostly
stock exchange flotation, mergers and acquisitions
and regulatory work. Whilst travelling for work in
Shanghai, Leo met up with Michael Rodriguez
(Class of 81) leo.chiu@caplaw.com.hk
Emilio Nella (PPC 76-80, Class of 82) will be a
grandfather for the 3rd time by the start of 2014.
He keeps up with Terry Willat, Tony Jiggins,
Frank Ghaidan and Darren Crawford, sharing
a passion for golf (Nella Cutlery and PPA annual
Golf Days obligatory!). He’s working hard at the
family cutlery business, soon into its 5th generation
emilio.nella@nellacut.com
Michael Roberts (PPC 76-83) was married to
Emma Wild in October 2012 at their village
church in Whitchurch, Bucks. The reception was
held at Waddesdon Manor nearby (pictured: the
bride and groom with Michael’s father Michael
– also a Prior alumnus). They are expecting their
first child at the beginning of September 2013
michael@roberts373.wanadoo.co.uk

Married at Prior in 1988, Simon Archard (PPC
76-83) and his wife Sara celebrate their 25th
anniversary this August. They moved to New
Zealand in ‘01, settling in Hamilton, where
both love working as lecturers in early childhood
education at the University of Waikato. They have
2 teenage daughters and still enjoy travel, returning
to Prior in January 2013 simona@waikato.ac.nz

travelling with Easyjet listen out for Gerard’s voice
over the PA! gerard.odonoghue@btinternet.com

Ultimate Frisbee expert, Nic Gwynn (PPC 83-90)
has won a National Championship with his Bristol
team, plus two Euro Gold Medals and a bronze
at Worlds with team GB. Nic is married with two
young children; he keeps up with Richard Watson
and Stuart Scobie, plus others on facebook.
(Two of Nic’s wife’s cousins are PPC alumni:
Nick Poole (96-01) and Peter Andrews)
n.gwynn@hayesparsons.co.uk

Dean Ammon (PPC 85-89) is enjoying a
more spiritual, stress-free life in sunny Trinidad,
having become a certified massage therapist and
converted his old garage into a healing studio
(Healing Touch Massage Studio). His children
are growing up; Jeremy now almost 16 and Alyssa
Lloyd Mike (PPC 77-83) has been living in Oxford soon 14. Dean looks forward to The Gossip
Neil Brown (PPC 85-88, Class of 90) was
Bowl each year and keeps in touch with peers
and working happily for NHS Mental Health
highly amused by some classic photos sent via
via facebook; his door is always open to friends
Services for 10 years, now as Office Manager.
visiting the Caribbean deanammon@hotmail.com facebook by old PPC friend Guy Prendergast
Lloyd is viewing his forthcoming 50th year with
neilbrown999@yahoo.co.uk
amazement at how time has passed so quickly!
Ace reunion organiser and PPA Year Group Rep,
On first sight of David (son of Tolu Jinadu (PPC Nick Flanagan (PPC 83-89) is currently planning Comic Relief Day 2013 saw John Devlin
(PPC 85-90) happily married to Annette,
a 2019 30 year reunion in Bath. Meanwhile he’s
82-85) at Cricklade in September ‘09, Mr Jelley
a nurse; guests included old Class of 90
still working for the Home Office but now in
(Deputy Headmaster of PPPS) instantly spotted
border technology. He’s married to Liz and living friends Adam Dowdle and Neil Brown. John
a family resemblance to Tolu’s brother Bolu
and his wife live in Swindon and he has now
on the Ascot borders (Bracknell!) with their two
(PPC 84-85)! Kudos to Mr Jelley for this great
returned to work for Oracle as Business Analyst
young sons. Nick’s in regular contact with Paul
observation, 25 years later. ‘Just goes to prove
johnmichaeldevlin007@gmail.com
Mills Hicks who now has 4 children. Nick sees
how teachers really know their students at Prior!’
Jeff Huggett (living on the South coast with his
tolu_jinadu@yahoo.com
1991 – 2000
family) monthly for beers in London and had a
recent meeting with James Stratton. Other news:
Stephen Tsao (PPC 84 -91) visited Prior this
Ali Bryan has moved back to Bath with his
summer with his wife. He met up with old friends
wife, Chris Cassidy is in Stoke on Trent, and,
Julian Hill and Gawain Gascoigne, planning
having finally located Steve Taylor in Australia,
a 25 year reunion for the Class of ‘91. Stephen
he and Nick enjoyed a Skype catch up. The HK
is a specialist gastroenterology and liver disease
crew- Gabriel Wong, Andy Choy and Douglas
Consultant in Singapore, developing advanced
Ho all update facebook regularly, as do Allan
therapeutic endoscopy skills. Via his brother James
Mark and Justine (née Chapman) Gallen still
Hodgkinson (often on his bike), Dean Ammon,
Tsao (Class of 93) Stephen is in regular contact
live in Combe Down. Justine is now a partner
John Harman, Harriet Cannon, Pennie Nichol
in an executive search company specialising
and Luke Price (singer at the Royal Opera House) with Alfred Chan and on a recent trip to Hong
Kong met Hamilton Ngan and family (based in
in life science. Mark is still running his own
nickjflanagan@hotmail.com
Warwickshire, UK) tsao.stephen@gmail.com￼
sales performance consultancy and their three
daughters Tabitha 10, Clemmie eight and Daisy
Douglas Ho (PPC 86-89) splits time 4 ways:
seven keep them busy. They are in regular contact architecture, family, rest and recent sports passion,
with Marielle Hunt, Paul McMahon and Matt
Kendo (first tournament in 2013)! Doug is waiting
Carr amongst others and always keen to see old
to play Sun Shin (PPC 89) sshin@intromedic.com
friends visiting the school markgallen@me.com
at tennis when Sun is next in HK. Peer Alan Chung
(Class of 89) is now Chief Inspector of Police in the
Congratulations to Bunmi Jinadu (PPC 84-85)
Hong Kong Police Force doug@slho.com.hk
whose first child, Zion Olubunmi, was born in
Miles Dyton (PPC 85-91) and wife Naomi
July 2013. Bunmi was recently selected to speak
Andy York (PPC 85-90) has worked for Rolls
welcomed baby Freya in September 2012, taking
at the Coca-Cola HQ on Africa Day and given
Royce for the last 16 years, currently as Lead for
the child count to three. Miles has clocked up
a Leadership award in recognition of his work
Manufacturing Cost Programmes and Advanced
18 years working for Schlumberger and recently
in sustainable development in Africa. He founded Manufacturing Research Centre Network. Andy
re-located to the Gatwick office. This has resulted
United Sounds of Africa, promoting music
is married to Hana (née Stott) (PPC 88-96) and
in a move to Crowborough in East Sussex where
as a natural resource to foster economic
they live in the Derbyshire Peaks with their two
the family are enjoying Ashdown Forest. Miles
growth and cross-cultural engagement
young children. Hana is Head of Marketing for a
bunmi@interglobeconceptsinc.com
small company in Cambridge, but works remotely. took his family, including his mum, to see Joan
Andy still plays first team rugby for the local town Kuzmickas , who looked after the linen room in
St Peter’s up until 1991. Joan was on great form
Gerard O’Donoghue (PPC 81-87) has been a
side and Hana is wowing friends with her sewing
and remembers her time working at Prior with
permanent Easyjet employee since April 2013,
creations andrew.york@rolls-royce.com
fondness mdyton@slb.com
based out of Luton and living in Wellingborough.
Gerard’s family are well, with his eldest about to
Ben Grove (PPC 82-90) swore he’d never get a
start the U6, seeking grades for a degree in finance, job that required a tie! And now he’s Head Teacher
keen to follow in Uncle Peter (PPC 80-86)’s
of Our Lady & St Werburgh’s Catholic Primary
footsteps. Whilst holidaying in Dubai, Gerard met School (Sunday Times state primary of the year)
Chas Sweeting (PPC ) who is living and working bengrove@hotmail.com
there with his wife and young family. Alumni
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Philip White (PPC 86-91) works offshore as
a freelance hydrographic surveyor, positioning
oil and gas pipelines on the seabed. He splits
his time between N.Canada, the Pyrenees and
Devon. Happily married for a decade, no children,
Philip exhibits photos and oils, writes algorithms
for market trading and collects whiskies and
audiophile equipment hydrophil@me.com
Frank Borg (PPC 85-91)’s website
www.FrankBorg.com promotes his sales,
customer service, and public speaking training
services, and offers his books and audio products,
helping others to achieve their potential. Married
to Sandra, they have two children and live in
Malta but plan to return to the States soon
frankborg1@hotmail.com
Jessica (née Penney) Smallwood (Class of 92) still
lives in Wokingham, married with two children
aged 7 and 4 jesssmallwood@hotmail.com

Gibney and Chris Donnelly (Peter's brother) at a
rugby game in London. James celebrated his birthday
on 10th August at the Class of 93’s reunion drinks
party in Bath jchip.jc@gmail.com
Also Class of 93, Jonathan Moss has two young
daughters and works for Skype in Stockholm after
spending 12 years in Hungary. Sadly he couldn’t
join the 20 year reunion carnub@yahoo.com
Georgina Speight (PPC 90-93) has been living in
the States for the last 15 years, based in New York,
disappointed not to join the Class of 93 reunion.
Still living in Cheltenham and working in Bristol,
Alasdair ‘Alf ’ Francis (PPC 86-93) has a four
year old son Noah and baby daughter, Savannah
born on 12/12/12. Alf also joined the Class of 93
reunion drinks in Bath alf@abvf.co.uk

Moving to Teverun, outside Brussels, with
her husband’s new job Kate (née Wheadon)
Andrews (PPC 90-94) is looking forward to a
Vince Mehers (Class of 94) and partner Erin’s
daughter, Carley, is now one. Vince still runs his own new challenge. Settling their son into the new life
is her first priority but exciting jobs at the EU and
organisation and volunteer programme through
Friends of Mutale www.friendsofmutale.org.uk and NATO may draw her in, or her elusive PhD might
is a consultant for an Italian NGO, CESVI. Roll on happen katewheadon@gmail.com
Class of 94 reunion in 2014! vince@mehers.com
Will Acton (Class of 94) together with Johnny
Beck, Daniel Hancock, Phil Huggett and
James Cockle (PPC 89-95) and wife Helen
Charlie O’Brien are off to Bratislavia in Slovakia
welcomed baby Laurence to join Daisy, four.
for Charlie O’Brien’s stag do. Charlie gets married
Home is Balham, London and James runs a
to Liz in September 2013 willandjax@live.com
finance/tax company and Helen a babywear
company. James recently played his first game
Nick York (PPC 90-95) is currently working in
of rugby, for a London Irish legends team at a
Sydney Australia as the Regional Director for
premiership tournament, following eight years in
a UK based publishing and event management
retirement. ‘Body was sore but injury free!’ James
company. He and his wife Jo (whose twin sister,
keeps in touch with Neil Spurrel (PPC 94-96), a
helicopter pilot, married to a French girl, Camile, Ester is married to Prior alumnus and Paragon
teacher Magnus Hinde) have two young children.
living in Majorca with their nine month child
james@capitalsolutions.net
On a brief visit to Prior recently we learned that
Mario Sofroniou (PPC 90-95) is an ENT Doctor
Annie (née Taylor) Frere (PPC 88-95) and
in the UK and is singing opera in Hamburg.
husband Julian welcomed Emmeline Victoria,
who was born at home in November 2012,
Anneke (née Soper) Hudson (PPC 90-96) is still
joining brothers Joshua five and Reuben three
living in Luxembourg with her husband Guy, who
thefrerefamily@yahoo.co.uk
is working for one of the EU institutions. They
have two young sons, have just bought a house
and are enjoying all that ‘this little multicultural
country has to offer’ annekehudson@outlook.com

ssip

Julia Reichwald (PPC 91-96) has been singing
all over: The Ritz, The Pheasantry, Ronnie
Scott’s, 100 Club and as far away as Moscow and
New York. Love Avoider is her single released
in 2103 under her stage name Julez Hamilton
julezhamilton@hotmail.co.uk

James Chippendale (Class of 93) studied
engineering at Brunel University, whilst working part
time for Whitbread (Beefeater). After graduating he
joined Beefeater Restaurants full time, working his
way up the management ranks. After 18 years service,
Currently based in Northampton, working as a
James is now General Manager of the Hatfield
mobile manager for Corporate Nuffield Health
Brewers Fayre & Premier Inn and loves the daily
Jamie O’Brien (PPC 92-97) returned to Prior with
diversity of the hospitality industry. He met David
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his girlfriend Heather on 23 June 2013 and played
together with brother Charlie, in the PPA cricket.
Jamie is keeping fit – he recently completed the
Spartan Beast 21K assault course in 1hr 58m, and
skis when he can jamiepobrien@hotmail.co.uk
Congratulations to Bernadette Mason (Class
of 97) who has an MSc (with merit) in Brain
Injury Rehabilitation from the University of
Birmingham.
Chris Ash (PPC 92-97), married in 2012, sent
news of peers: Tom Blathwayt married Iona and
now has a daughter Maya, Dom Parsons married
Lee-Anne with best man Ollie Parsons (great
speeches!). Ben Please is engaged to Beth and
Carlos Palacios (Class of 98) now has a baby, Inca
christophercharlesash@gmail.com
In January 2013 Jacky Chan (Class of 97)
attended Eric Yu (PPC92-95)’s wedding to Alice
Lok; pictured left to right Roche boys: Eric Yu
& Jacky plus Allen boys: Calvin Leung, Michael
Lam and Yu Tsang jckchan@gmail.com

Holly Hammill (PPC 90-97) is living and
working in SW London, organising Rugby World
Cup 2015. Her sister Beatrice (PPC 93-00) is
also in SW London, working at Harrodian School
in Barnes teaching science; she got married last
summer and her first baby is due in November.
The youngest sister, Phoebe (PPC 99-06) is
living and working in London, organising events
for a private investor and networking company
hollyhammill@er2015.com
Ben Wetherill (PPC 91-98) is still with Atkins
Aerospace, but seconded to Airbus’ Research and
Technology business as a systems engineer, working
on the next generation of aircraft braking systems.
(He also worked on the landing gear avionic
software on the new A350). Still climbing, kayaking
and cycling in his spare time, Ben is dabbling in
electronics, building his own flight computer to log
weather balloon data. He and his girlfriend took
three months sabbatical to travel around Thailand,
Australia and New Zealand, cycling the length
of NZ mg169706@hotmail.co.uk

Paul O’Dea (PPC 93-98) is married to Charlotte;
their daughter Alexandra is now one. Paul is
Head of Philanthropy at an independent private
investment office providing bespoke wealth
management for a small group of families,
alongside their philanthropy and art. Paul and
Fionnuala Kennedy (PPC 93-98) (now Head of
Sixth Form at Woldingham School), are organising
a Cricklade alumni reunion on Saturday 14
September 2013 paul@focusedphilanthropy.co.uk

Duncan Tyler, Tuki Rounds, Freya Conway and
Graham Hogg, (Graham even took a flight with
Dan in San Diego recently). Dan’s brother Michael
(Class of 2002) is in London, working for BNP
Paribas as an energy broker delaneydjm@gmail.com

Rebecca Davis (PCC 93-00) has been busy,
working on many more high profile films.
Since she started working in the film industry
nearly a decade ago, she has worked on over 26
productions. In the last few years she has worked
on The King's Speech (involved with this for nearly
Simon Mogg (Class of 99) and his wife Candice,
who have been based in New York for a while, are five months), Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, The Deep
proud parents to Jack, born a little prematurely but Blue Sea, Trance and Philomena, amongst others.
healthy in May 2013, and now putting on weight She is now looking to move into producing
rebeccadavis8@hotmail.com
nicely simon.mogg@mac.com
Edward Sage (PPC 92-99) was disappointed not
to join the Alumni Choir. He runs two companies
– an insurance brokerage and an audio visual
installation firm. His son is now two, and
doing well bearpolar58@hotmail.com

2001 onwards…

Tim York (PPC 94-01) is a partner in a GP
practice in Cardiff, following spells in Swansea
and Cardiff hospitals, looking to specialise in
the treatment of diabetes. Tim is living with his
long-term girlfriend Ffion who is a dentist but
Living and working in Hamburg, Rebecca Auty
also training to be a doctor, specialising in facial
(PPC 97-99) is hoping to break into the music
industry. She co-produces songs and is also writing reconstructive surgery. Andy says his brother
lyrics for an album due for release by Christmas. Her Tim is staying über fit doing iron man events.
composition styles vary from urban, electro project
James Wheeler (PPC 97-01) lived in Perth,
Melostrobe to more traditional singer-songwriter
music www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRA9usyCWA Australia for seven years working for various mines
and civil expansion projects. He had two years
M&feature=youtu.be beckyauty@gmx.de
with Peak Resources writing their flagship project
The cosmetics company that Will Gikandi (PPC Coping & Feasibility Studies and was offered the
post of group Country Manager, Tanzania. He is
96-98) works for in Nairobi has been acquired
responsible for assessing the economic viability of
by L’Oreal and he is now responsible for quality
their Ngualla Critical Rare Earths Project, liaising
kawess@gmail.com
with the Ministry of Minerals. James has just
Congratulations to Freddie Sayers (PPC 95-99), signed a three year contract to manage the project
through to operations in 2016. James still plays
still living in Oman, whose wife gave birth to
Annamieka in November 2012. Freddie’s brother rugby, currently for Dar es Salaam Leopards and
has been player/coach for the Tanzanian national
John (PPC 88-93) made partner at Simmons &
rugby union team. He completed the Zanzibar half
Simmons last year fsayers@hotmail.com
marathon for charity recently, clocking up 1hr 42m
and is in training to climb Mt Kilimanjaro with
work colleagues james@peakresources.com.au

Daniel Delaney (Class of 99) with an Economics
degree from Exeter, has been working in the City.
In 2011 he took a sabbatical and travelled
extensively throughout the Middle East, an area
which has always fascinated him. In 2012 Dan
obtained his private pilot licence in California.
Whilst in San Diego he met Nadine; they’re now
planning their wedding. He returned to London
with his former employer, transferred to the States
and is currently working in New York, for an
investment management company, Rogge Global
Partners. Dan keeps in touch with Andrew Owen,

Alex von Wasielewski (Class of 2002) discovered
his passion for film at Prior (boarders’ film nights!).
Alex studied camera at the Bavarian Academy of
Film & Television and found a job with ARRI
a leading German camera company, working as
Assistant Cameraman. Alex shot a few films with
an old friend and in 2009 they founded Dog Ear
Films together, now with 7 employees, producing
commercials and feature films. Alex’s latest project

is for Arte - a film entitled Great, screening in
September at the Aspen Festival, Colorado
wasielewski@dogearfilms.com
www.facebook.comDogEarFilms
James Drohan (PPC 95-02) is a full-time
musician, drumming, touring UK and Europe,
and playing summer festivals with Common
Tongues. He also session drums for various acts
including a major tour supporting Beyonce
jamesdrohan@hotmail.co.uk
Dr Seb Turner (Class of 2002) got his degree in
Geology from Imperial College and following
a stint with a mining company in Krygyzstan,
returned to Imperial to do a PhD, focusing on the
geology of Western China. For the last three years
Seb has been living in Hammersmith, London
working as a geologist for BP, with a recent posting
in Azerbaijan seb.turner@gmail.com
Having spent ‘much too long!’ at the University
of Southampton, Andrew Bailey (Class of 2002)
now works in one of the polymer research groups
at AkzoNobel. He’s bought a house in Reading,
still plays cricket and has taken up running
ajcbailey@gmail.com
Wilfred Leung (Class of 2005) returned to Hong
Kong from University of Birmingham (Biomedical
Sciences) and has been teaching, completing his
PGCE equivalent and Masters in Liberal Studies
(now a core subject in HK schools). Teaching posts
are generally one year contracts in HK so it’s no longer
a stable job. Wilf enjoyed the Alumni reception when
Prior visited HK Wilf.Leung@facebook.com
Max Buston (Class of 2006) lives between
Bath and Oxford. He has begun his DPhil in
Early Greek Metalwork at Oxford University
where he also organises an informal concert
series (with fizz!) at Kellogg College, in the
Michaelmas and Trinity terms – please get in
touch for details. Max studies part-time whilst
developing his interior decorating practice
(www.distinctiveinteriors.co.uk) He specialises
in traditional and historic design, with an eye for
comfort maximilianbuston@gmail.com
Grainne Sweeney (Class of 2006) was sad not
to join Mrs McCarey’s retirement celebration at
Alumni Day. She is now finishing her foundation
Year 1 as a doctor in Wales; is engaged to Alan
Evans and planning their wedding at Prior in the
summer of 2014 grainne_sweeney@yahoo.co.uk
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Now into his third and final year of military
service in South Korea, ShinWoo Kang (Class
of 2006) has a new posting in the Office of
National Security at the Blue House, the Korean
President’s Office. He is working with diplomats
and government officials, intelligence and military
officers in assisting the Director of National
Security and the President. ShinWoo is loving every
minute at the heart of things, but he’d appreciate
it if the North Koreans would be so kind as to give
him his weekends back! shinwookang@gmail.com
Marcus Arundell (PPC 99-06) completed a
Real Estate Management with Planning degree
at Oxford Brookes University and a Masters at
UWE in Management (focusing on financials).
Marcus has been working with a residential
lettings and property management agency in
Bath, part of the family business for the last 21
years, helping them expand and develop. He
is planning a move to London to work in the
investment banking and asset management field
marundell22@hotmail.com
Tom Wheeler (PPC 00-07) met his future wife
Alex Watkins at a PPC rugby match, away at
Dean Close whilst in Form 4! They maintained
their friendship, becoming a couple in 2009 when
Alex returned from Australia. Tom’s wedding
day at Bath Spa Hotel was perfect; his brothers
James and Joseph, both Prior alumni, were Tom’s
best men. Tom and Alex have now migrated to
Cronulla, Sydney and look forward to a long,
happy life together thomas.wheeler@live.com

Sam Stopp (Class of 2008) graduated from
Warwick University with a 2.1 in History &
Politics and is working as an Account Manager
at Dunhumby. Fascinated by politics since the
age of four (he remembers John Smith’s funeral),
Sam has been selected to contest the seat of
Wembley Central in the 2014 local elections,
representing Labour. Sam will continue with his
day job and is campaigning nights and weekends.
Prior friend Jamie Harrop (PPC 01-08) is
working as Sam’s Campaign Communications
Manager, running the social media: a blog, a
facebook page (Sam Stopp) and Twitter
(@SamStopp4WembleyC). With Prior debating
pedigree, Jamie and Sam were in the winning
debating team for Burton in the U6, Jamie
speech-writer and Sam, captain. Will history
repeat itself for this talented duo in May 2014?
sstopp@hotmail.co.uk j.harrop@hotmail.com
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Angela Vick has formed a theatre group that she
also writes for, Women on the Make, (who had a
successful Edinburgh 2011), and who run comedy
workshops for women who want to be funny.
This year she and Mr Vick are sailing their yacht
around the UK – look out for her blog The
Reluctant Crew (despite being old and creaky she
is also on Facebook and even twitter). Angela loves
to hear from former students, and particularly
from her beloved ladies of English House, plus
Allen and Clifford scamps. Vick family update:
Dan is working at the Ustinov and Egg where he
does lighting and technical stuff. Tom is in the
family firm and has two kids aged five and three;
Antonella also has two aged six and five. Gabriel is
appearing in Once at the Phoenix Theatre for nine
Freddie Searight (Class of 2010) has completed his months and has been made an Associate of the
third year at Cardiff Medical School, finishing with Royal Academy for his services to Musical Theatre.
a study of TB at Bangor. Having kept his French up, Caspar is in the family firm, living in London and
he is looking forward to a three month elective in
Serafina is studying French and Spanish at King’s,
Nantes this autumn. Together with medic friends,
London, bound for Martinique and Havana for
Freddie completed the Welsh 3 Peaks by bike in 24 her year abroad angelina.vick@stevevick.com
hours, raising £2,000 for Medecins Sans Frontieres
steadyfreddie@hotmail.co.uk
Following the introduction of girls in 1983, Tony
O’Sullivan was asked to form a girls’ hockey first
Hugo Harris (PPC 03-11) is Student Heavyweight XI, the first girls sports team at Prior, in September
National Champion and Student Fighter of the
‘86. Tony agreed on the proviso that it was treated
year 2013, plus coach to the University of Bath
as seriously as any of the boys’ teams, with colours,
Kickboxing Club. He’s currently in training for
a magazine feature and a dinner at term end.
the Kickboxing Nationals in October and GB
The fledgling team managed nine fixtures, 5 of
bobsleigh trials 2014. Meanwhile he is also studying which they won. They had a very promising side,
and developing his personal training business,
captained by Suzannah Angelo-Sparling, with
Arrow Fitness Solutions hugoharris@live.co.uk
Louise O’Flaherty in goal. The rest of the squad
consisted of Gabrielle Davies, Honor Stratton,
Former Staff News
Amanda Purbrick, Joanna Hall, Rose Eke (now
Mrs Jon Fry), Melanie Wood, Louise Browning,
Having retired from Prior over two years ago,
Emma Bradley, Susan Miles and Tessa Hart
Margaret Ruxton has been involved with her two awosullivan@msn.com
lovely grandsons Joseph, two and Zac, one, playing
trains and going to the park. She has joined
We received news of the death, following his battle
Lansdown Golf Club and will join the PPA Golf
against Alzheimer’s in November 2011 of former
Day 2013 even though ‘golf is the most frustrating PPC staff member, Jim Monaghan. Known as Br
game’. Margaret is now a governor of a large state
Peter, he taught Physics, Maths and Latin in the
school in Trowbridge, enjoying ‘giving something late 40s and 50s and coached the rugby first XV.
back to education’. She keeps in touch with
Jim later left the Christian Brothers, married and
Dr Mercer (still sharing a passion for rugby),
had a large family, continuing his teaching career
Wendy Cornish, Kate McCarey, Louise Blake
in St Alban’s
and Susan Ashby mruxton335@gmail.com
Marrina Dale (PPC 04-09) studied Psychology
& Counselling at Roehampton University,
graduating in 2012. Whilst an undergrad she
volunteered with Cruse Bereavement Care and
found the work very rewarding. She is now doing
a PG diploma in Nursing at Middlesex University,
hoping to specialise in A & E and Trauma
marmatda@hotmail.com

Old Boys

Rugby
As the 1st XV’s epic encounter against Monkton
ended on Monument Field, with bodies bruised
and heads held high… crowds gathered once again
to watch the year’s most eagerly anticipated clash
between the men of Prior past.
With both teams boasting stellar line-ups, the
game broke out into a combination of free
flowing running rugby and crash ball up the
jumper play; both teams intent on putting on
a spectacle for the crowd.
The game was like a Prior highlight reel with
past players reminding the spectators of the
skills they demonstrated in a PPC 1st XV jersey!
The lightning speed of messrs Jatto and Johnson
was complimented by the skill of Robinson
and Symington, the hard graft of Keepax, Hall,
Borton and Indoe (plural) and the effortless
speed of Arthur Dale.

Borton, Luck, Christie and Robinson, all of
whom have brothers who have played in recent
years or had a brother playing in the first XV.
Special thanks go to Ed Robinson for his help
in organising the squad this year and we greatly
appreciate the efforts that all past players make
in supporting the evening.
The 2013 fixture takes place on Saturday 7
September when we are trying a new 7s
tournament format, so please gather
friends and contact Debbie O’Bryan on:
ppa@priorpark.co.uk with your teams.
Rhidian McGuire – Head of Rugby
old boys rugby squad 2012 included:
Caspian Johnson, Karl Christie, Ed Robinson, James Indoe,
Ono Jatto, Henry Polson, Seb Cooke, Dan Keepax, Josh Luck,
Andy Johnson, Harry Hall, John-Paul Indoe, Arthur Dale, Seb
Symington, Stuart Johnson, Alex Salsbury, Luke Emerson with
staff members: Rhidian McGuire and Peter Thompson, supported
by Mr Capon’s son, Jack.

Netball

This year’s Old Girls Netball match became part
of the school’s pre-season training programme,
playing out alongside the Old Boys Hockey
match on Saturday 5th January 2013.
Eleven old girls (Hannah Eyre, Fi Murray, Nell
Byron, Alice Ryan-Lowes, Giorgia Smith, Sophie
Griffiths, Georgina Everitt, Annie de Grey,
Anne-Marie Layet, Heather and Fi Rae) took on
a squad of schoolgirls drawn from the upcoming
first and second teams. Hannah (Class of 2010)
galvanized the old girls to join the alumnae
netball squad and Fi Rae (Class of 2009) was
Captain – the final score from a fast-paced and
flowing game was an excellent 29 - all draw.
Next year’s match will take place on Saturday
4 January 2014 – so please save the date

PPA 2012

Golf Day

With six ten minute blasts of 10 a-side rugby,
huge thanks must go to the expert match
management of Mr Denis Clarke who showed
exceptional player empathy with his decision
making in the middle.
With the youth and exuberance of the light blues
showing early, the navy older alumni conceded
some early scores before agreeing that tackling
was not optional! It was clear that some, like Ed
Robinson, had spent a serious amount of time in
pre-season, conditioning himself for the demands
of league rugby at Loughborough, whilst Dan
Keepax had already completed 80 minutes for
Keynsham that afternoon. Others had clearly
saved up a year’s worth of energy for their annual
dose of rugby on Monument!

Old Girls

Old Girls

Hockey

On Friday 31st August 2012 a slightly smaller
group than usual gathered at Bath Golf Club
for the annual competition. We were pleased to
welcome members of staff from the College as
well as past pupils. And yet again the weather
was kind to us!

Results:
Best Medal:
Emilio Nella
Net 66
Enthusiastic old girls turned out on a glorious
(The Roy Cox Memorial Cup)
September evening for the fixture. Thanks go to
Section A: 0-20 hcp:
our PPA Hockey Representatives who worked
Best Stableford:
Vince Shannon
32 pts
hard to recruit players and to Cathy Williams who (The McMahon Cup)
The game continued to operate at lung-busting
David Barber
30 pts
pace with end-to-end rugby draining players’ legs, umpired throughout. The alumnae enjoyed a good 2nd Stableford:
Section B: 20+ hcp:
with courageous dummies, shimmies, tackles and run around with 6 a side but hope for a full XIs
match of younger vs older old girls next year. The
Best Stableford:
Louise Blake
27 pts
tries throughout. Then Harry Hall scored the
2013 old girls hockey takes place on Saturday
(The Factotum Putter)
match-winning try.
7 September. Please contact the PPA ladies
2nd Stableford:
Tim Garner
24 pts
Hockey Reps or Debbie in the PPA Office on
Nearest the Pin:
David Barber
This fixture illustrated everything that we love
ppa@priorpark.co.uk to sign up for the squads
Longest Drive:
Emilio Nella
about rugby; how the physical outpourings on
Alumni vs Staff tankard: Alumni
the field were matched by the players’ camaraderie
Old girls hockey squad 2012:
off it. It is a proud tradition that the Old Boys
We meet again in 2013 on Friday 30 August at
match has seen the same families coming back to Left to right: Natalie Anderson, Laura Jolley, Abi Everitt,
Heather Rae, Fiona Rae, Giorgia Smith, Cat Murray, Gina Bath Golf Club michaeljstevens@tiscali.co.uk
play with the Indoe and Johnson brothers going
Everitt, Fi Murray, Annie de Grey, Emma Piercey.
toe to toe; the teams also included a Salsbury,
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Old Boys

Old Boys

Cricket

Hockey
On Saturday 5th January 2013 unseasonally
beautiful weather saw a new dawn for Alumni
Sport at Prior. A squad of 32 old boy returners
took on a large College first hockey squad, as
part of pre-season training, in a high octane,
high spirited mini tournament, played with true
Prior spirit.
Ed Borton (Class of 2010) did heroic work in
recruiting players and shaping the format: first
the younger old boys, with Ed Borton their
Captain, took on the School (result: Alumni
won 2-0), then the older old boys, with Captain
Lawrie Frere, played the School (result: School
won 3-2) and finally the older alumni played
the younger alumni (result: Ed’s team beat
Lawrie’s 4-1). But beyond the scores, a great
time was had by all and a high standard of play
kept the many supporters entertained. All the
men looked great in smart Alumni branded
hockey shirts.
The old boys clubbed together to get Alan Hall
his own Alumni shirt which they signed. It
was presented to him at the combined netball
and hockey post match tea by former 1st XI
Captains, Matt Gallegos, Will Matthews and
Steve Medlock plus Paul O’Dea (Class of 1998)
who added his own elegant words of thanks.
Just for clarity, Mr Hall is not retiring but we
did clock that he’d taught every single returner
on January 5th!
Hockey Stop Press! An early prodigy of Alan
Hall and loyal supporter of the old boys fixture,
Steve Brady (PPC 79-85) has finally earned
his first hockey cap. He has been selected for
the England Masters European tournament in
August 2013. ‘Given all the years of thankless
endeavour on Mr Hall’s part’ Steve claimed
that ‘ much of this cap belongs to Alan’! Many
congratulations to Steve from all at Prior.
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The men’s hockey squad included:
Back Row left to right: Matthew Mortimer, Alex Lord,
Will Matthews, Olly Newton, Seth Tapsfield, Ed Borton,
Ben Moorhouse (leaning in front), Steve Brady, James
Greene (behind), James Powell, Paul O’Dea, Tom Morrison,
Harry Elias, Miles Newton, Matt Gallegos, Peter Borton,
Will Garner, Charlie Burwell, Steve Medlock, Oli Lawson,
Sam Dawson, Gerlando Fragapane, Olly Deane, Tom
Sutton, Luke Tapsfield, James Burwell, Tom Bradshaw,
Siddant Gurung.
Front Row left to right: Will Byron, Kieran Kelly, Seb
Symington, James Morrison, Joss Goulding, with Charlie
Elias in front, Lawrie Frere, Ben Todd, James Ford, Chris
Sampson, Francois Bonnet, Bertie Ivory-Peters, Louis
Tambe, with Mr Hall in front, Will Cavaliero, Jamie Bird,
Ed Singleton, Will Dabell, Tom Freeman, Hamish Pearson,
Tom Bowrey.

On a blustery, overcast June day the Alumni XI
vs 1st Xl and recent leavers (Capon Invitation Xl)
played a very successful new timed game format.
The toss was won by the Alumni, who chose to field
first. Rolling back the years, brothers, Charles and
James O'Brien opened the bowling and soon had
the school 4 down without many on the board, ably
supported by great spells from Lincoln Rupesinghe,
Simon Brandon, Chris Kershaw and Allen
Housemaster, Jon Fry. Catches were taken regularly
with a great intensity in the field. By the end of the
innings, the Capon Xl had been bowled out for
144, with wickets spread evenly around. Alumnus
Ed Robinson (28) and Head Boy Will Byron (25)
top scored for the Capon Xl and Charles O'Brien
took 4 wickets for 9 runs from 7.4 overs.

Batting second, the Alumni got off to a solid
start, with Peter Haddon and James Power’s great
The next Old Boys Hockey fixture will take
opening stand, broken only by a cracking bit of
place on Saturday 4th January 2014 – please save bowling from Steve Capon who bowled the perfect
the date!
in swinger to beat Peter's solid defence. James Power
looked solid until he fell LBW. James O'Brien (24)
and James Edmund (32), batting together for the
first time in 16 years soon developed a 50+ run
partnership to lead the middle order counter attack.
Peter Brandon and Jon Fry worked on getting the
PPA over the line with some lusty blows and selfless
exposure to hostile fast bowling (Mr Fry was hit on
the helmet, but it just spurred him on!). Requiring
just one run for victory, Peter Brandon was bowled.
This brought Jonny Beck to the crease to hit the
winning runs - the PPA victory was by 4 wickets
with 3 overs to spare.

NB: Non italic names indicate school squad members.

Thanks go to Steve Capon and to the grounds staff
for preparing a great wicket, having kept the pitch
under cover until the Sunday morning. Next year's
fixture is already being talked about; another
day to remember! Please put 22nd June 2014 in
your diaries. Charles O'Brien – Alumni Cricket
Captain charles.obrien007@gmail.com

Alumni Day
23 June 2013
Alumni Choir

PPA Music Prize

Alumni Day Mass on Sunday 23rd June
2013 was extra special this year; the magical
combined choir of our returning choristers and
current Senior Chapel choir moved some in
the pews to tears. This occasion marked just the
second outing for the newly formed and growing
Alumni Choir and we plan to hold the Alumni
Choir Mass annually on Alumni Day each
summer from now on.

At the close of the Mass, former PPA President
Peter Hilton made the formal award of the annual
PPA Music Prize for the 2012/13 school year.
This year’s winner was Emily Murphy-O’Connor,
recognised by the PPA for her highly valued
contributions to College Orchestra, to Senior
Chapel Choir, to Choral Society and to the
fabulous Schola Cantorum, whilst also gaining
Grade 8 in both piano and flute during the busy
U VI year

Led by Director of Music Roland Robertson,
the 60-strong choir performed the Missa Sancti
Joannis de Deo by F. J. Haydn, the Cantique de
Jean Racine by Gabriel Fauré and the communion
antiphon Oculi Omnium by Charles Wood, to
a large and appreciative congregation. The Psalm
was sung to a setting by current LVI student Eden
Carroll. We were delighted that Former College
Chaplain, Fr Peter Cornwell was able to join
Fr Malcolm at the service. One old boy, soaking
up the atmosphere at the back of the Chapel said:
“The Missa Brevis was magical as was the Fauré
antiphon, please pass on my admiration to the
choir and master. The idea of being able to sing
next year with the choir really appeals”.
Returning choristerS included:
Brian Auty (Class of 51), Andy Owen (Class of 57),
Annie (née Taylor) Frere (Class of 95), Katy Drohan (Class of 04),
Laura (née Beardsley) Waterhouse (Class of 06), Alison Harris
(Class of 08), David Jones (Class of 09). From the Class of 2010:
Nell Byron, George Hyde, Sinead Maya & Jenny Liddle, plus
Archie Smith (Class of 2011) and from our most recent leavers,
the Class of 2012: Becky Aldous, Joe Barron-Snowdon,
Annie de Grey, Oli Dinwoodie, Fi Murray, Ollie Thompson
& Pete Vaughan-Fowler.

Alumni Day 2013
We were delighted to welcome back some of our
former parents as well as returning choristers,
returning cricket players and former students
with their families to the sumptuous Alumni
Day buffet lunch, sponsored this year by The
Prior Foundation and held for the first time
in the beautiful Academy Hall.
Following lunch, Mrs Kate McCarey gave a talk
in the Mansion about the special place that the
exceptional architecture and beautiful school
site has in her heart and memory bank, a feeling
echoed by many of the alumni, older and younger,
who were listening. We presented Kate with
a geography themed cake (reflecting her core
teaching subject), baked especially for her by
former parent, Jane Frere, with thanks from the
PPA and all Mrs McCarey’s former students - and
especially all the old girls who came under her
wing in St Mary’s. Kate McCarey, Director of
Development Melanie Ball and Development
Assistant Kate Harris then took the guests around
the site on a nostalgic guided tour

The 2014 Alumni Day and Alumni Choir Mass
will take place on Sunday 22nd June 2014.
Please save the date and sign up with one of our
PPA Music Reps soon
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ninety
two
Class of

Photographer: Caroline Pilling
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Chris and Ellie Firth

John and Saori Messenger

Tim and Lucy Wilson

Chris Firth (PPC 91-98) met his future wife,
Ellie, five years ago through his best friend (and
future best man). Having waited six long months
for his friend to set him up on the promised date,
Chris finally took the bull by the horns! And
not long after he and Ellie were living happily
together in Chris’ London flat. Ellie is a proud
Welsh girl, and despite some reportedly awkward
moments watching rugby together (especially
the 2012 Six Nations tournament) it didn’t take
Chris long to realise that he and Ellie were meant
for each other. So, one rainy December day in
Paris, whilst crossing the Pont d’Neuf, Chris got
down on one knee and popped the question.

John Messenger (PPC 89-93) first met his
wife Saori five years ago, through mutual friends
in their adopted home of Dubai, one balmy
(i.e. sweltering!) summer’s evening. John’s
brother lives in Japan and his numerous trips
there, plus Saori’s love of travel and overseas
living, meant they had much in common.

Tim Wilson (Class of 1995) graduated from
Swansea University with a 2.1 in Ancient History
and Civilisation, then moved to Dublin to work,
before returning to London in 2003. He has
remained in ‘beautiful Battersea’ ever since.

Despite a shared love of travel (which for Chris
began on his gap year, teaching English at a
school in Songea, Tanzania, organised by the
College), they both knew that their wedding
day could only ever be celebrated back home
at Prior Park.

They chose December 8th 2012 for their
wedding, one year after Chris’ proposal, and four
years after they first got together. They picked a
perfect day when the sun shone down on a cold,
bright winter’s morning. The service was held in
the school Chapel with an amazing Welsh male
voice choir and beautifully sung Christmas carols.
Many of Chris’ old school friends including Liam
Foulkes, Matt Jones, Alex Eager and Jon Cotton
joined the celebrations. Ellie looked stunning
and despite the best man dropping the rings,
the whole day went off without a hitch!
The happy couple now live in Putney, South
West London, with their two kittens Hedwig
and Columbus. Chris manages a branch of
Chesterton Humberts Estate Agents and Ellie is
Head of Communications for Richmond upon
Thames Council christopher.firth@mac.com

eddings

at Prior
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Once back in London, Tim decided to get back
into hockey and attended Spencer Hockey Club
Holding the wedding at Prior was Saori’s choice. trials - luckily he made the selection, with a little
After showing Saori around his old school some help from former PPC classmate, Dom Ash. Tim
years ago, the idea of an English wedding in these met his now wife Lucy at Spencer’s but it was not
surroundings obviously stayed with her. And
until four years after joining the club that sparks
John didn’t take much persuading.
first flew, alcohol was the ignition!
After endless rain last summer, the weather
fortunately improved and on the big day Prior
was bathed in sunshine. The service in the Chapel
was somewhat surreal for John – returning to
a place of so many personal memories, but in
such different circumstances. The route from
the Chapel to the Mansion steps for photos was
a wonderful surprise for several guests, as many
had never seen the famous view of the Palladian
bridge until that moment – to those from Japan
it must have seemed like a scene from a movie.
It was simply a magical day, and a real
international mixed-cultural affair. People came
from Ireland, Dubai, Japan and Australia to share
the day with them. John was delighted to have
old school friends from 20 years ago: Alf Francis,
Chris Hathaway, Al Kennedy and Paul Bennett
(all Class of 1993) join them for the celebrations.

The happy couple continue to live in the
Emirates. Saori works for Emirates Airlines
and John as a Master-planner/Architect for
a developer in Abu Dhabi. They still love life
in UAE; living by the beach and enjoying the
variety of cultures in Dubai. It’s a good location,
relative to their home countries, and both get
to fly home (and to other destinations) through
Saori’s work, to places where they can finally hold
hands! In Dubai summer temperatures of 50˚C
can be tiresome – but they just treat it like winter
weather at home, and stay indoors.
If any old boys are out in the Emirates or the
region, John would love to hear from you on
john993@yahoo.com

Their wedding day at Prior on 14th July 2012
was perfection; the service was carried out by the
marvellous Father Malcom Smeaton. Although
last summer’s weather was not the best, somehow
on a rainy day it stopped after the service, and even
had the courtesy to let the sun out for photos on
the Mansion steps. Dinner, provided by the Prior
catering team, was wonderful and then the first
dance and disco was all held in the refectory. Guests
for the day were from both the bride and groom’s
university days: UMISYT and Swansea respectively,
the Spencer Hockey Club and of course family,
including Tim’s brother Chris, PPC Class of 1997.
Tim is working in Human Resources in the City
and Lucy is a Buying Manager at Urban Outfitters.
In terms of future plans, they have bought a house
together in Battersea and with a little one due in
early October, Tim says he is going to go with Fred
Astaire when he sang: “there may be trouble ahead!”
timwilson1977@gmail.com
Celebrate at Prior – private venue hire

The College can provide a stunning venue
for your wedding, private party, corporate or
sporting event. Venues for hire include the
Chapel, the Mansion Hall and portico, the
Academy Hall, the John Wood Chapel, the
Refectory and the Pavilion. Please contact
Debbie O’Bryan if you would like more
information on availability or catering.
Email ppa@priorpark.co.uk
or call 01225 835353 ext 244

Prior on

The Rock!

It was Mrs Diane Gibney who reminded me that
2012 was my year’s 20th anniversary, and told
me about her daughter Caroline's fantastic PPC
reunion. So the seed for our reunion was sown…

At the time I was in close contact with just two
peers and in distant connection with three others,
but had little idea where the rest of the class had got
to. With the PPA’s help and through the witchcraft
of Facebook, LinkedIn and Google I spent a very
productive month tracking down old schoolmates.
It had a snowball effect; finding one person opened
up connections to 3 or 4 others, and before long I
was in communication with over 50 of my original
class. The reunion idea got an overwhelming
response; why hadn’t we had one before!
So we fixed on the weekend of 24th November.
The exeat weekend at Prior put paid to any ideas of
watching school matches or attending Chapel Mass,
but we still enjoyed a long and memorable weekend.

Simon Pearce was our farthest flung attendee, flying
in from New York. He arrived on the Friday and saw
Bath beat Harlequins at the Rec, before meeting up
with a crowd of ex-pupils at the Ring O’ Bells: Rachel
Savine, Alice Marston (Rose) and Ed Bodkin.
On Saturday the old boys convened at Widcombe’s
Royal Oak to enjoy the England vs S Africa Rugby
International and that evening 32 ex Class of 92s
headed to Gascoyne Place to enjoy a superb three
course dinner. We had representatives from all the
College houses present, and many old photos were
brought out. Lots of chair swapping ensued, so that
people could catch up properly, and a great evening
was had by all. No one was ready for the party to end,
so at 11pm we headed over to a wine bar near the weir
to enjoy a few more hours of each other's company.
Most people headed homeward about 2am.
The following morning, refuelled with full
English breakfasts, a stalwart group of eleven
arrived at the Mansion to be shown around the
school by Debbie O'Bryan. She guided us around
the old and new parts of Prior; strolling down
the corridors evoked so many memories of our
schooldays. Everyone agreed that we mustn’t wait
another 20 years before our next gathering.
Kasia Mill

During February 2013 the PPA President Tony
Bury (Class of 1970), Headmaster James MurphyO’Connor, and Director of Development
Melanie Ball visited Gibraltar. The trip was
initiated to re-kindle relationships with those
Gibraltarian Alumni who came and studied at
Prior, mostly in the late 1960’s and 70’s. Old boy,
the Honorable Joe Holliday (Class of 1977) set
up a wonderful itinerary for the Prior delegation,
including a reception with the Mayor Tony Lima,
a meeting with the first minister Fabian Cabedo,
tea with the Bishop his Worshipful Ralph Hesket,
a visit to Loreto Covent, and an old boys dinner at
the O’Callaghan Elliot Hotel.
In addition to the Prior Park College visitors,
21 alumni attended the old boys dinner on 5th
February, together with the spouse of an old
boy and Msr Bear. The former pupils ranged
in age from their mid 30’s to their late 70’s and
included: Frank Linares, Tony Bury, Patrick
Gregory, Wilfred Garcia, Joe Holliday, Peter
Morello, James Codali, Joseph Codali, Hugh
Ghio, Peter Carreras, Tony Lombard, Richard
Desoiza, Andrew Schembri, Plinio Coll, David
Orfila, Louis Pitto, Nigel Pardoe, Mark Moore,
Stephen Ramagge, Charles Pitto and Edgar
Laverello.
Tony Lombard, writing for the Gibraltar
Chronicle said ‘it proved an unforgettable evening
of nostalgia, punctuated with much laughter, as
tales and foibles of old were remembered, with
humour and gentle teasing’.
On behalf of the very generous Gibraltarian old
boys, Wilfred Garcia presented the Headmaster
with a handsome, inscribed mantle clock to be
displayed in the Mansion. The clock will serve
as a lasting memento of the special relationship
between the College and our delightful
Gibraltarian alumni. Prior Park will be returning
to Gibraltar in 2014 and look forward to
furthering the acquaintances made
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2002
Class of

Prior's Brilliant

Ten Year Reunion

‘It was unbelievable to see that no one had
actually changed’

‘... it was also nice to see some of the staff
again… it only feels like yesterday’
Those attending included - with any occupational
details we gleaned, and huge apologies if we have it
wrong or missing, must have been the copious fizz!
(But please do let the PPA office know our errors
or fill our gaps): Andrew Bailey (engineering),
Jessi Baker (designer & technologist – profile
pg 5), Olesia Bogdanova (Helphire), Andrew
Brooks (primary teaching, Bath Spa Uni), Greg
Carine (defence technology), Tom Colla (PWC
investment advisory), Lindsay Dawson (teaching
at PPC), James Drohan (musician, Brighton),
Organised by Year Group Reps Charlie Hare
Ed Dunlop (working for City of London), Kate
and Kate Munton, 34 members of the Class of
Fauset (formerly in TV, now training in primary
2002 gathered in black tie at Prior on Saturday
education, Twickenham), Tom Fitzcharles
24 November 2012. The rain was lashing down
(account director, John Hollingsworth), Kate
but that didn’t deter a resolute group of nostalgic
Harding (wedding & event florist), Charlie Hare
alumni who, armed with umbrellas and wellies,
(group public affairs, Standard Chartered Bank),
joined a pre-drinks tour of the College.
Jen (née Doe Wansey) Herman (Babington
House), Paddy Herrlinger (business development
Parents of this cohort joined the reception drinks
banking, London), Lily House (mental health),
for the first time this year, together with staff
Luke Irving (forces), Adam Janiak (Brightonmembers Dr Mercer, Angela Vick, Louise Blake,
based singer/songwriter/producer), Sarah Jenkins
Judith Eatwell, Clare Pepler, Kate McCarey, Dave
(sports marketing), Siobhan Kelly (architect),
Sackett and Jon Fry. With the aid of some direction Zoe McBride (Store Manager Union Market)
from former Head Girl Kate, everybody assembled Peter Medlock (formely yacht master, now
on the Mansion stairs for the traditional group shot. operations exec Sitec), Mariya Mizuno (actress/
singer), John Moore (recruitment), Paola Motka
The former students then descended the familiar
(advertising/media, London), Kate Munton
route to the refectory to enjoy their curry and catch (Aldi management), Joelle Penfold, Mike Please
up on the intervening years, before heading into
(BAFTA winning film animator), Chris Sampson
town to revisit some of their old haunts…
(IT), Kat Scott (specialist librarian), Maylee
Speller (creative pattern cutter, fashion), Seb
‘... a wonderful evening... a real treat to get to
Turner (geologist, BP), Alex Von Wasielewski
chow down once again in the old canteen and
(own film company, Berlin), Frankie Whitwell
see everyone all grown up and wrinklier’
(international trade & development)
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Careers
Evening
In response to a request for help from
professionals working in specific fields, five
former pupils returned to school on the evening
of 20th March 2013 to run ‘career stalls’ in the
Mansion. They enthused the students, giving
thoughtful and unbiased advice to the brighteyed youngsters. This very successful Careers Fair
was not limited just to our own, since many local
schools were invited to share the expertise on
offer. The PPA is hugely grateful to our talented
alumni who gave up their time to help:

Sue Hall (Class of 88)
Management Careers in the NHS
Director of Business Development at Avon &
Wiltshire Partnership mental health trust, Sue is
a qualified accountant and has spent seven years
working in senior roles within the NHS.

Rosie Pinches (Class of 09)
Training & Careers in Nursing
A registered nurse, Rosie graduated from the
University of Liverpool with a degree in Nursing
in 2012 and is working as a vascular surgical
nurse at King’s College Hospital.

Class of 1968

Professor Bernard Connolly (Class of 73)
Higher Education and Careers in Biochemistry
Professor of Biochemistry in the Institute of Cell
& Molecular Biosciences, University of Newcastle,
Bernard’s research focuses on DNA polymerases,
the proteins responsible for copying the genome in
cells. (Bernard also enjoyed sitting in on an A Level
Chemistry class and visiting old PPC haunts).

Rachael Canter (Class of 01)
Careers in Broadcast Presenting
With an MA in Broadcast Journalism from the
University of Westminster, Rachael is taking
a two year sabbatical from her role as a BBC
South West broadcast journalist and presenter
and is working in Ethiopia as Communications
Manager for an NGO, Girl Effect (see page 4).

Tim Charlesworth (Class of 97)
Careers in Veterinary Practice
Tim qualified at Cambridge University and
became a member of the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons in 2001. He has subsequently
specialised in small animal surgery and holds the
highest level of qualification in his field

45 Year
Reunion
The Class of 1968 held their third quinquennial
reunion on a weekend in July. Like the two
previous editions, the event was well-attended and
a great success. On Saturday, John Evans and his
wife Diane, Ted and Henriette Bennitt, Chris and
Julia Cutcliffe, Niall and Sarah Aston, Andrew
(Spike) Colter, Joe Loughlin, Tim and Rosenilda
Heining, Norman Sparrow and his partner
Carol, Peter and Jane Coates, Dave Peckham and
his partner Carrie, Terry Ilott and Tim Walsh
convened for dinner on one of the hottest nights
of the year at Gascoyne Place in Bath.

Not only are these old boys
on very relaxed terms but so
are their partners, a number of
whom have struck up strong
bonds over the past 10 years.

Breedge (the Class of 68 was Tony’s first at Prior).
During lunch in the Recital Room, Tim Heining
gave an account of his recent visit, with Peter and
Jane Coates and others, to Fabian and Elisabeth
Jower's orphanage in Uganda.
After lunch, there was a leisurely tour of the school,
before a return to the Mansion for tea and cakes.
Niall and Sarah Aston are busy doctors, living just
outside Bristol. Ted and Henriette Bennitt are still
happily ensconced in the Netherlands. Paul Brann
lives south of Bath. Geoff Cardozo is running
the very worthwhile forces’ charity, Veterans'
Aid. Peter Coates, a haematologist, has recently
retired. Andrew Colter was over in Somerset the
week before the reunion to help Joe Loughlin
find a new house. Chris and Julia Cutcliffe are
still working and still living a stone's throw from
Hampton Court. John Evans is now a director
of the Considerate Contractors Scheme, which
tries to persuade construction companies to be
good citizens on site. Philip Hamerton seems to
be working more than full-time, even though he
is officially retired from the Brighton Ambulance
Service. Tim and Rosenilda Heining were over
for their annual visit from Brazil. Tim's mother
died recently, thereby loosening one of his UK
ties, but he is determined to keep up their summer
visits. Peter Marsden is still working as a lawyer
up in Manchester. Dave Peckham and Carrie
run an Anglo-Chinese consultancy company in
Kensington. Kev Steer is now retired. After thirty
years in the film industry, Terry Ilott is semi-retired
and trying his hand at writing fiction. Norman
Sparrow runs a diving school in Lanzarotte.

The following day, Sunday, the same group was
supplemented by the addition of Paul Brann
and his step-daughter Stephanie, Geoff Cardozo,
Philip and Margaret Hamerton, Peter and
Fiona Marsden, Kevin and Angie Steer, as well as
Kevin's younger brother Brendan. Also joining the
festivities was Mark Podolinski, for whom this was
his first encounter with anyone from the school
since the 1960s. In addition, Niall and Sarah Aston The next reunion of the 68ers will be held
brought their four children, the oldest of whom
in 2018, which will mark 50 years since they
is just 13.
left Prior.
Drinks on the Mansion portico were attended
by special guests Tony O'Sullivan and his wife,

Terry Ilott
terryilott@aol.com
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Peter Kelly 1929 – 2013

Rae Carter 1931 – 2013

Terence Smith 1931 – 2013

William Genders 1947– 2013

David Ryland 1944 – 2012

Robert Lau 1938 – 2011

Peter Kelly, elder brother of Bernard and
Chris, died on 5th April, 2013, in Toronto,
Canada, after a brave struggle with oesophageal
cancer, leaving his beloved wife Flora, his son
Christopher, daughter Stephanie, and four
grandchildren. He was 83.

Rae Carter, who died at home from a heart attack
on 5th February 2013, was one of the natural
leaders which Prior Park produced. He was
Captain of the 1st cricket XI, Vice Captain of the
1st hockey XI and a 1st XV rugby squad member.
He played a prominent part in Prior’s first major
dramatic presentation, open to the public, of The
Housemaster, produced by Hedley Goodall. Rae
continued to play key roles in many subsequent
school productions. However, the position which
gave him most satisfaction was probably that of
Head Boy of the College.

Terence Smith lived in Surrey and attended
Wimbledon College. But when the war started
his family home was under the flight path of the
German bombers, so his parents decided that it
would be better for Terence to go to a safer place and sent him to Prior Park College. Not long after
that, a bomb did in fact fall on Prior Park and the
boys enjoyed a short extra holiday while the initial
mess was cleared up.

William Genders was a student at Prior Park
from 1962 until 1966. He was not a very happy
schoolboy, as he wasn’t into sport - although
he did enjoy rifle shooting, the only sport you
could do lying down! He preferred art and
culture, and never forgot the brilliant art lessons
with the man he regarded as the best teacher
in the school, Mr Ronald Palmer. Bill was
talented at Art and later put his skills to good
use in illustrating some of his father’s many
gardening books.

Born of British parents in Sao Paolo, Brazil,
David, with his twin brother Chris, attended
Prior Park Prep School from 1954 to 56 and
Prior Park College from 1956 to 62, (Clifford’s
House). David played for the 1st XV at rugby,
was leader of the school orchestra (violin) and
was Vice Captain in 1962. He qualified as a
doctor from Guy’s Hospital, London and was
an intern at the Brompton Hospital, before
joining a practice in Kingston, Surrey as a GP.
He married Georgie Burdett, a nurse, and they
had a son, Jonathan who is now a successful
actor. They moved to a practice in Todmorden,
Lancs in 1978, but sadly, Georgie died of cancer
in 1989. David subsequently married Fiona
Hawkes, also a doctor, in 1990, and they had
a daughter Kathy, now studying History
at Oxford.

I had not known Robert Lau (PPC 53-56) well
whilst at Prior, but he proudly laid claim to
having been the first Chinese boy to attend the
College. After leaving, he worked for Unilever
whilst studying for his accountancy exams.
He lived with a guardian in Surbiton which is
where I also lived so we became firm friends and
shared many enjoyable times together. His father
George Lau was a successful business man in
Hong Kong and Robert followed him, but in
a very different field.

Peter grew up in Cuddington, Cheshire, where
his parents, James and Marjorie, ran the White
Barn Hotel. He attended Prior Park during
the war years. Tall and well-built, he became a
prominent member of the 1st XV rugby and 1st
XI hockey teams. Adventurous and anxious to
get on to his chosen path, he left at 16 to join the
Times Film Unit in Chester as a cameraman, the
first step in a long and distinguished career as a
film-maker of documentaries and dramas for TV.
Subsequently, he worked for five years in Iraq,
first for the Shell Film Unit and then for the
Iraq Petroleum Company Film Unit, making
films throughout the Middle East. In 1956, he
emigrated to Canada, where he married Joyce
Phillips, whom he had met in Iraq. He worked
for the National Film Board of Canada, before
joining the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
(“CBC”), where he stayed for the rest of his
career. He moved from cameraman to produce
and direct many films for the CBC, including
documentary films and documentary series,
dramas and drama series. He completed his
career as Director of Network Development for
Eastern Canada, retiring in Toronto, where he
had lived for most of his career, in 1993.
In 1982, Joyce had died, and in 1999 he married
Flora Macdonald.
Peter was a deeply cultured man, with a passion
for literature, art, film and theatre, and was
a brilliant photographer. He also travelled
extensively during his career, and continued to
travel frequently in retirement. Although living
abroad, he always remained close to his family
here, making annual trips to England.
He had abiding memories of Prior, whose tie
he is proudly wearing in the photograph, and
kept the faith which was nurtured there. His
school friends included the late Peter Levi
and Tony Roberts.
He is much missed as a loving husband,
father, grandfather and uncle, and as
a beloved brother

A very proud and loyal old boy, Rae kept closely in
touch with the Alumni Society at Prior, and was a
regular at PPA golf fixtures. He was instrumental
in the major reunions of the Class of 1949,
including members who had left before that date.
One of the highlights of his reunions was the
serving of a cold pork pie and baked beans, as a
reminder of Sunday morning breakfasts. The last
reunion dinner that Rae organised, the Diamond
Reunion of the Class of 1949, was enthusiastically
supported by his peers. The five course dinner
took place in the Academy Hall at the College
in early September 2009; the event programme
included a photo of Brother Burke, quoting his
familiar cry from the rugby touchline “Feet, feet,
feet” which Rae and others still remembered
vividly after 60 years!
Rae’s eulogy was written by his Prior
contemporary Cardinal Cormac MurphyO’Connor and read by the parish priest at the
Church of St Michael and St John in Lowergate,
Clitheroe. The funeral was very well attended and
included many young people remembering a very
popular Headmaster.
Rae is survived by his wife, Paulette and their four
children William, Adrian, Marie and Josanne
Gerald Walker & Michael Hamerton

Called up for National Service, he was
commissioned into the Queen’s Royal Regiment
in which he served as a platoon commander in the
Malayan Emergency.
On demob, he joined ICI, then one of the biggest
chemical companies in the world, which employed
him for 25 years, fifteen of them in Belgium,
near Brussels. There he served first as Company
Secretary, later as Acquisitions and Joint Ventures
Manager and finally as Planning Manager of ICI
Europa, the group’s continental headquarters.
On retirement he moved to Church Farm, an old
thatched farmhouse in Suffolk which came with
3.5 acres of land. Terence and his family kept hens,
geese and ducks, planted an orchard and grew
soft fruit and vegetables.
Church Farm was, naturally, next to the village
Church and Terence began to research the history
of that church from the Norman Conquest to
2010. Alongside the history of the church, he
researched the history of the Parish in which it
stood. This took about 20 years, the research and
writing taking place mainly in the winter months.
It resulted in two books, privately published,
entitled ‘The Church Across The Fields’.
Terence married Cynthia in 1959. They had one
son, Simon, and two grandchildren, all of whom
survive him
Cynthia Smith

Bill met his future wife, Deborah, at the
University of Kent, where they both read
History and English; he in his third year and
she in her first. They soon found a shared love
of the paintings of Turner and other great art
and were later to spend many hours together
visiting exhibitions, galleries and historic sites
at home and abroad. The couple made good
friends during that happy time at University,
many of whom came, and some read tributes
to Bill at his funeral.
Bill made history his career by going into
teaching at secondary level. He was always a
very popular and effective teacher at Salvatorian
College in Harrow, and later at Bales College
in central London.
The family lived a busy and happy life in East
Sheen, SW London, where their two children
went to local schools. Bill was always involved in
the PTA, as well as the local Labour Party and
later the Allotment Society, as he and Deborah
were keen gardeners - in their own garden, and
growing vegetables.
Bill was extremely brave in facing the cancer
which led to his death on 20th February 2013.
Happily he lived long enough to see both his
children, Matthew and Rebecca, married to
lovely partners. Bill was a lovely man himself,
whom many regarded as a ‘character’ with a great
sense of humour, always very knowledgeable
about art, history , and many other things. He
loved encouraging young people, and would be
so pleased and flattered to know that there is
now an annual Art Prize at Prior Park College
awarded in his name
Based on a tribute by Deborah Genders

Obituaries

Bernard Kelly
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Rae joined St Peter’s at Prior Park in September
1939 (Cricklade did not open until 1946),
having moved with his family from his birth
place, Ceylon. After leaving the College in 1949
he served in the Educational Corps during his
national service. He went on to qualify as a
teacher, becoming Headmaster of Stonyhurst
Junior School.

At that time Prior Park was under the Christian
Brothers whom Terence remembered as very good
teachers and very strict disciplinarians. He later
went on to St Edmund’s College, Ware, and from
there to King’s College, London, where he studied
Law. He became LLB in 1952, LLM in 1954 and
was a non-practising barrister of Gray’s Inn.
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David’s friendly and respectful treatment
of patients, his passionate interest in the
community and his sense of humour made him
a very popular doctor in the region. He was very
interested in all aspects of medical education
and was a GP Trainer, a GP Mentor, a CME
Tutor and Nurse Practitioner Trainer and served
on various Health Authority Committees. He
was a Fellow of the Royal Society of General
Practitioners, wrote articles in the press and did
a regular medical talk on the blind newspaper.

Once qualified Robert started up on his own
with several small ventures and married his
wife Diana, a New Zealander, in London. In
the early ’80s he announced that he and Diana
would be moving to New Zealand to set up a
business supplying fish products to the Chinese
market. Talaford Industries was very successful in
supplying a wide range of items but controversial
because the supply of sharks fins was a widely
misunderstood business and Robert campaigned
energetically to clarify that sharks were not
caught solely for their fins.
Whilst on holiday in New Zealand in 2007
my wife and I contacted Robert and Diana,
spending some days with them in their beautiful
home in Richmond near Nelson in South Island.

Robert died of a heart attack on February 1st
He was also half way through a University degree 2011 just one month after spending Christmas
studying Portuguese, which he greatly enjoyed.
with his family, daughter Camilla and son
Edward, and one week after celebrating his
He was a very happily married family man,
73rd birthday
and was very proud of both his children. Fiona
Barry Plews
took early retirement to nurse him throughout
his illness.
In his own words, David “fell off the twig”, aged
67, on 24 July 2012, having lost an argument
with Cholangiocarcinoma, an uncommon form
of liver cancer. His funeral service was held at
St. Mary’s Church in Todmorden, which was
packed out for the occasion
David Ryland
In Memoriam:
Dr Peter Crook (PPC 37 - 46)
Brian Crook (PPC 44 - 52)
Simon Crawley (PPC of 81 - 87)
Tommy Tucker (Class of 1949)
Tess Bentall (Class of 1999)
Geoffrey Barratt (Class of 1954)
Walter Meigh (PPC 37 – 41)
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PPA Year Group, Special & Regional

Representatives

Mr Peter McCarthy 1942 – 2013
Former staff: PPC 63-70
Peter studied at St Joseph’s College, Blackpool,
where he excelled both in sport and academically,
going on to read Chemistry at UMIST,
Manchester. In 1963 he was elected Athletic
Union President and went on to represent
Lancashire and North West as hammer thrower.
Peter’s teaching career started in 1963, in the
Chemistry Department at Prior Park College,
where his talents were soon recognised and he
was promoted to Head of Department. It was at
Prior that he learned the importance of school
as a community and family, as he and his wife
Berny fully immersed themselves in school life,
sport, music and caring for ‘his boys’, forming
long term friendships also with colleagues such
as Tony O’Sullivan and becoming a lifelong
personal mentor to former pupil, Tony Bury.
The call of his native Blackpool led Peter
back to St Joseph’s College, where he was
appointed Head of Science. And so began a
30 year commitment to the young people of
Blackpool. He became Deputy Headteacher in
1975 and then, at the newly formed St. Mary’s
RC High School in 1977, he was promoted to
Headteacher. His strong sense of faith guided his
work and life and in May 2000 he was invited to
Buckingham Palace to receive an Achievement
in Schools Award.
Outside of school, Peter enjoyed choral singing,
fell walking, music, reading and watching
rugby. Following retirement from St. Mary’s he
maintained his connection and interest in local
schools through various governor roles.
Peter died of prostate cancer on 3rd June
2013 and is survived by his wife Berny and
two children, Helen and Matthew. Peter was
more than simply a man involved in Catholic
Education; he was an institution in his own right
Helen Mather (née McCarthy)

Obituaries
continued
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Year Group Reunions

Around the World with the PPA

We have learned that the key event for most
alumni is their Year Group Reunion. The PPA
aims to support Year Group Reps by having
a framework of milestone reunions to aid
planning and promotion of events. This is not
a prescriptive or an exclusive pattern and ad hoc
reunions will always be welcome (some year
groups have missed key reunions along the way
and may wish to create their own anniversaries).

The College has always had a strong boarding
community, with 21 nations now represented
on the school roll. Our alumni, including former
day pupils, are living and working all over the
world and the PPA is starting to build overseas
chapters for those where geography is a barrier
to involvement in the Alumni Society.

The 10 year reunion is now an established
tradition. However a number of people have
expressed a wish for a 5 year reunion event, to
bridge the gap between leaving school and the
tenth anniversary. The 20 year reunion has also
become very popular and the 30 year reunion the
next significant date. All our former pupils aged
60 years and over (celebrating 42+ years since
leaving school) are invited to the ‘PPA Veterans’
lunch in October each year.
In the 2014 calendar year we plan to support:
5 year reunion – Class of 2009
10 year reunion – Class of 2004
20 year reunion – Class of 1994
30 year reunion – Class of 1984
Veterans Lunch for those aged 60 years & over
Ad hoc reunions
Please contact the PPA Secretary for help with
reunion planning on: ppa@priorpark.co.uk
Class of leaving years 	Name of Representative

We have arranged several overseas alumni events
to introduce the scheme. Following a successful
reunion in March 2013 of old boys in Gibraltar,
when the PPA President, the Headmaster and
Development Director paid a visit to the Rock,
we are delighted to have two new regional Reps
for the Gibraltarian Chapter. Similarly, Tony Bury
travelled to the States in April and arranged two
very enjoyable reunion meals for those former
pupils we were able to contact, and who we knew
to be based in and around New York and also San
Francisco. We are grateful to our newly appointed
PPA West Coast US and New York Reps for their
enthusiastic support. The College also visited
Hong Kong in May, arranging a drinks reception
for Prior alumni and we are hoping to appoint
a PPA Hong Kong Rep shortly.
If anybody has any ideas for new PPA regions,
or would like to volunteer as a Regional PPA
Rep, please contact Debbie O’Bryan on:
ppa@priorpark.co.uk

Email address/contact details

Class of leaving years 	Name of Representative

Email address/contact details

Choir & Music Representatives:

Class of 2002

Charlie Hare

charlie.hare84@googlemail.com

	Matthew Sackett

Class of 2002

Kate Munton

katemunton@hotmail.com

Luke Nolan

nolan.l@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2001

Tom Hayward

tshayward@hotmail.com

Anna Playfair

anna.playfair1@gmail.com

Class of 2001

Sophie (née Shaw) White

soph_shaw@hotmail.com

Rhiannon Lampard

rhiannonlampard@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2000

Tula Penfold

tula_penfold@hotmail.com

Peter Vaughan-Fowler

petevf10@hotmail.com

Class of 2000

Jake Heather

jcbheather@googlemail.com

Annie de Grey

annie_de_grey@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1999

Sam Hill

samhill912@hotmail.com

Will Acton

willandjax@live.com

Class of 1998

Fionnuala Kennedy

kennedyf@woldinghamschool.co.uk

	Natasha Goldsworth

mbsackett1@gmail.com

tashamaria@live.co.uk

Julia (formerly Reichwald) Hamilton julezhamilton@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1998	Helen (née O'Donovan) Goodman

hgoodman@priorpark.co.uk

Class of 1998

Paul O'Dea

paul@focusedphilanthropy.co.uk

Class of 1997

Chris Ash

christophercharlesash@gmail.com

Sinead Maya

maya.sinead92@gmail.com

Class of 1997	Holly Hammill

hollyhammill@rfu.com

Sophia Friedrich

sophia.b.friedrich@gmail.com

Class of 1996

Andrea Palacios

andrea.s.palacios@gmail.com

Emily Murphy-O'Connor

emilymoc18@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1995

Abigail Walsh

cathedralwind@yahoo.co.uk

Tabitha Hutchison

tabbyhutchison@gmail.com

Class of 1994

Julian Jackson

julesjacksn@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1994

Caroline Paskell

paskell.c@gmail.com

Class of 1994

Will Acton

willandjax@live.com

Class of 1993

Simon Hewitt

sihewitt@gmail.com

Daniel Keepax

dkeepax@hotmail.com

Class of 1992

Kasia Mill

andrew@anesbit.orangehome.co.uk

Ed Robinson

e9r@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1991

Edmund Layet

ed.layet@yahoo.co.uk

Joey Carley

joey.carley@hotmail.com

Class of 1990

vacancy

Pete Laverick

peterlaverick@outlook.com

Charlie O’Brien

charles.obrien007@googlemail.com

	Natasha Goldsworth

tashamaria@live.co.uk

Sports Representatives: 		
Rugby

Class of 1989 	Nick Flanagan

nickjflanagan@hotmail.com

Class of 1989

John Richards

johnny.richards@virgin.net

George Harper

gcdlharper@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 1988

Darren Crawford

darren.crawford@o2.com

Ed Singleton

bingles10@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1988	Martin Woodhouse

martin.woodhouse@synx.com

Ed Robinson

e9r@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1987

Ben Moorhouse

ben@4seconds.co.uk

Ben Eyre

ben_eyre@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1987

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling

samas33@hotmail.com

Class of 1986

Edward Mason

edwardmason@talktalk.net

Class of 1985	Mark Gallen

markgallen@me.com

Class of 1985

justinegallen@yahoo.com

Justine (née Chapman) Gallen

Cricket

	Hamish Pearson
Mens Hockey

Class of 1984	Nicky (née Horstmann) Houghton ndhoughton@ymail.com

stimpster@hotmail.co.uk

Sebastian Stubbs

stubbsseb@gmail.com

Lawrie Frere

lozf@hotmail.com

James Campbell

jimmyc.10@hotmail.co.uk

Tom Wheeler

thomas.wheeler@live.com

Classes of 1982 & 83 	Martin Fowler

martinjfowler@sky.com

	Hugo Harris

hugoharris@live.co.uk

Classes of 1982 & 83

Tony Jiggins jnr

jiggs@btinternet.com

	Matt Gallegos

maff_gall@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1981

JG

jgela1@aol.com

Class of 1980

Stuart White

sjw@stuartwhite.co.uk

Ladies Hockey

Ed Borton

borton123@hotmail.co.uk

Giorgia Smith

giorgiasmith@live.co.uk

Class of 2013

Georgina Couling

georgie.couling@googlemail.com

Class of 1979

Christopher Liu

cscliu@aol.com

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling

samas33@hotmail.com

Class of 2013

Anya Boulton

anyaboulton@fsmail.net

Classes of the late 70s

William Van Heesewjik

vanh123@hotmail.com

Georgina Everitt

georginaeveritt@hotmail.com

Class of 2013

James Smith

smithjamesk@hotmail.com

Class of 1975

Robin Fisher

robinfisher6457@gmail.com

Sarah Dalrymple

sarahdalrymple@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2012

Joe Barron-Snowdon

joesnowflake@live.co.uk

Class of 1975

Simon Morgan

morgan33.76@btopenworld.com

Class of 2012

Esther Scriven

esst@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1974	Martin Bury

Class of 2012

Bryony Exton

blessie@msn.com

Class of 1973

vacancy

Class of 2012

Lucy Howlett

lucyhowlett@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1972

Andrew Zulver

Class of 2011	Nick Pitts

gpitts@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1971

vacancy

Class of 2011

Fiona Kempster

fxk199@bham.ac.uk

Class of 1970

Tony Bury

tonybury@3sixtycapital.com

Laura Eyles

laura_eyles82@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2011

George Tuckey

tuckey93@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1970

Simon Howell

simon@dentalhealth.org

Fi Murray

fi_murray@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 2010

Sophie Griffiths

sophiegriffiths91@hotmail.com

Class of 1969

vacancy

Class of 2010	Hannah Eyre

hannah_eyre@hotmail.com

Class of 1968

Tim Heining

timothyheining@hotmail.com

Class of 2009

Fiona Rae

fionarae@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1968

Terry Ilott

terryilott@aol.com

Class of 2009

Johnny Neville

john.neville@newcastle.ac.uk

Class of 1967

Chris Dowse

chrisdowse586@btinternet.com

Class of 2008

Tom Yardley

t.e.yardley@gmail.com

Class of 1966

Adrian Fitzgerald

abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk

Class of 2008

Rosie MacKean

raisin4@hotmail.com

Class of 1965

vacancy

Class of 2007

Tolly Humphreys

harryhumphreys@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1964

Bob Rayner

brayner81@aol.com

Class of 2007	Hetty Coles

hetty_coles@hotmail.co.uk

Class of 1964

Peter Haddon

Class of 2006

Phoebe Hammill

phoebe.hammill@gmail.com

Class of 1962

Class of 2006

Scott Parker

	Mollie Hunt

martin.bury@capitalguidance.com
Netball
andrew@zulver.com

mollie.rose4@hotmail.co.uk

Abi Everitt

abi_everitt@hotmail.co.uk

Anne-Marie Layet

amlayet@gmail.com

Fiona Rae

fionarae@hotmail.co.uk

	Hannah Eyre

Golf	Mike Stevens

hannah_eyre@hotmail.com

michaeljstevens@tiscali.co.uk

Regional Representatives:		
Joe Holliday

joe@castlemarketing.gi

Kenneth Bonavia

kenneth.bonavia@hassans.net

New York

Simon Pearce

simon.pearce@gmail.com

hddpet@aol.com

West Coast USA

Philip Sales

psales6766@gmail.com

Ian Haddon

i.haddon@btinternet.com

Hong Kong

vacancy

scottjp7@gmail.com

Classes of the early 1960s

Peter Hilton

peterhilton@waitrose.com

Class of 2005	Hannah Smith

hansmit_24@hotmail.com

Classes of the late 1950s

Andy Owen

andrew.owen@uwclub.net

Class of 2005

Francis Hornyold-Strickland

fhornyoldstrickland@gmail.com

Class of 1958

Barry Plews

barlizplews@yahoo.co.uk

Class of 2004

Elizabeth Munton-Blackledge

lizzmunton@hotmail.com

Classes of the early 1950s

Patrick Mason

patrickmason137@btinternet.com

Class of 2004

James Greene

greenej@hotmail.co.uk

Classes of the early 1950s

Tony Jiggins snr.

tonyjiggins@onetel.com

Class of 2003

Anne-Marie Mould

annemariemould@hotmail.co.uk

Classes of the late 1940s 	Michael Corrigan

jmikecorrigan@icloud.com

Gibraltar

Offers to fill the remaining vacancies would be very welcome.
Please email Debbie O’Bryan in the PPA Office on ppa@priorpark.co.uk
or call 01225 835353 ext 244. Thank you.
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‘Sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl’ *

CALENDAR of events 2013 / 2014
PPA GOLF DAY

MANSION SOCIETY LUNCH

PRIOR NOTES: MUSIC CONCERT

Friday 30 August 2013
Venue: Bath Golf Club
Contact: Mike Stevens on michaeljstevens@tiscali.co.uk

Friday 25 April 2014
Contact Director of Development, Melanie Ball
on: development@priorpark.co.uk

OLD BOYS RUGBY
& OLD GIRLS HOCKEY

THE HEADMASTER’S ROUND

Celebrating Prior’s musical prowess, past and
present. Check the PPA website for updates and
let Debbie O’Bryan know if you’d be interested in
attending or taking part on: ppa@priorpark.co.uk

Saturday 7 September 2013
College Rugby vs Colston’s School
kick off 2.30pm Monument Field
Old Boys Rugby – kick off 5pm Monument
Field – new format of a 7s tournament so please
email your squad details to ppa@priorpark.co.uk
or to a PPA Rugby Rep
Old Girls Hockey – starts 4pm on the Astro
Players please join the open Facebook group ‘Old
Girls Hockey 2013’ set up by PPA ladies Hockey
Rep Giorgia Smith: giorgiasmith@live.co.uk.
BBQ supper and bar after the matches – all
players, parents and spectators very welcome
THE HEADMASTER’S ROUND
Thursday 26 September 2013 5.30 – 9pm
London drinks for alumni, plus former
& current parents in reach of the Capital.
Venue: tbc, check www.priorparkalumni.com
RSVP: Debbie O’Bryan on ppa@priorpark.co.uk
THE 60+ YEARS ALUMNI LUNCH
(The Prior Veterans)
Saturday 19 October 2013
Venue: Mansion & Academy Hall, Prior Park College
Contact: Debbie O’Bryan on: ppa@priorpark.co.uk
10 YEAR REUNION
(This year it’s the Class of 2003)
Saturday 30 November 2013
Contact: Anne-Marie Jenkins (née Mould) on:
annmariemould@hotmail.co.uk
OLD BOYS HOCKEY
& OLD GIRLS NETBALL
Saturday 4 January 2014
Sign up to the squads now with the PPA Reps
or email: ppa@priorpark.co.uk

* William Shakespeare
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Act II, Scene I

A Thursday evening in May 2014 – date and
venue tbc
London drinks for alumni, plus former
& current parents in reach of the Capital
ALUMNI DAY including ALUMNI CHOIR
& OLD BOYS CRICKET
Sunday 22 June 2014
School Mass to feature Alumni Choir at 11am
Former choristers please contact PPA Music
Reps. Buffet lunch and bar; guided tours of the
College; afternoon teas & cakes in the Pavilion
Cricket: Old Boys vs College Invitation team
Starts at 2pm
Cricketers contact: Charlie O’Brien
charles.obrien007@gmail.com
Event details: ppa@priorpark.co.uk

COLLEGE EVENTS
Open to all former pupils, staff and parents.
Yuletide Fair Sunday 17 November 2014 from
11.30 am to 4pm in the Mansion.
Evening Christmas Carol Service Tuesday
10 December 2014 7.30pm in the Chapel
For all College productions and events see:
www.thepriorfoundation.com
www.priorparkalumni.com

UPCOMING REUNIONS:

How to contact the PPA

Class of 2009 new 5 Year Reunion – date and
venue tbc
Class of 1994 20 Year Reunion – summer 2014
date tbc
Contact Will Acton on:
ppa20thanniversary2014@live.co.uk or
Julian Jackson on: julesjacksn@yahoo.co.uk or
Caroline Paskell on: paskell.c@gmail.com
Class of 1964 50 Year Reunion –
weekend of 21 & 22 June 2014
Contact Bob Rayner on: brayner81@aol.com
or Peter Haddon hddpet@aol.com
Classes of 1966 & 67 50 Year Reunion – 2016
date tbc
Contact Chris Dowse on:
chrisdowse586@btinternet.com or Adrian
Fitzgerald on: abf@pomathorn.fsnet.co.uk

We are always delighted to hear from
PPA members. Please get in touch with
the PPA Secretary, Debbie O’Bryan
e: ppa@priorpark.co.uk
t: 01225 835353 ext 244
We can help you
– Locate old friends and former teachers
– Publish your news in The Gossip Bowl magazine
–L
 og onto the PPA website and provide
forgotten username/password details
– Plan and advertise a reunion
News of all PPA events and more can be found
on the website together with a pdf file archive
of the Gossip Bowl magazine.
www.priorparkalumni.com

