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IN THIS ISSUE: All change please
After many years of valuable service, Christopher Liu (PPA 1979), Paul O’Dea (PPA 1998) 
and Scott Parker (PPA 2006) have stepped down from the PPA committee, leaving 
an old guard of Suzannah Angelo-Sparling (PPA 1987), Darren Crawford (PPA 1988),  
Terry Ilott (PPA 1968) and Simon Morgan (PPA 1975). New committee members 
include Simon Beck (PPA 1969), Tom Clarke (PPA 2017), Mark Gallen (PPA 1985),  
Chantal Hopper (PPA 1999), Olivia Matthews (PPA 2017) and Fiona Rae (PPA 2009). 
Evie Unwin (PPA 2019) and Archie Ansell (PPA 2019) having now gone out into the wider 
world, they have been replaced as sixth-form liaison reps by current students Ned Clarke 
and Sasha Kariy. These changes mean that the average age of past and present students 
on the committee has come down to 41 and the gender balance has improved: five female 
to six male. The additional members of the committee are the headmaster, the rep for 
current staff Malcolm Bond (PPA 1995) and the rep for former staff Denis Clarke. Head of 
development Declan Rainey and Carole Laverick complete the list as non-voting members.

Cover image: The Foundations of Empire
Rarely noticed because of its location on the north-facing pediment of St Peter’s, looking 
down towards the valley, the scene depicted in the statuary is the killing of Turnus by 
the Trojan hero Aeneas. Turnus wears a prominent sword belt that he had seized from 
the body of Aeneas’ closest friend, Pallas. 

In Virgil’s Aeneid, Book XII, the pair duel to the death. Aeneas gains the upper hand and 
Turnus, wounded in the thigh, begs either to be spared or for his body to be given back to 
his people. Aeneas is minded to spare him, but seeing the belt and realising that Turnus 
killed Pallas makes him enraged. Turnus is despatched.

Turnus’ death removed the last impediment to the founding of Rome, and hence of the 
Roman Empire. It may have been this association that attracted the ever-ambitious Bishop 
Baines, Vicar Apostolic of the Western District, who acquired the work from Hunstrete 
House. At Prior, Baines had created a college, with a school in the east wing (St Peter’s) 
and a seminary in the west (St Paul’s), as part of his grand design for the revival of the 
Catholic Church in England.

James Bradby (former staff) thinks the statuary might have come from the Palace of 
Queluz in Portugal. If so, it was likely looted by Napoleon’s forces in 1807 and then either 
captured by the English after the Battle of Waterloo or bought by one of the English officers. 
In any event, it ended up at Hunstrete, which was demolished in the 1830s. After the 1836 
Mansion fire, Baines acquired many of Hunstrete’s fittings, including garden sculpture, 
chimney pieces, joinery, doors, plasterwork, window frames and even the main staircase 
that now graces the Mansion.
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“If it ain’t 
broke…”

President’s Letter

Welcome to the 2019 edition of The Gossip 
Bowl, my first as president of the PPA. 

I suppose, looking back, the highlight of my 
school career was being head boy during 
the celebrations to mark 50 years of the 
Christian Brothers at the school. We had no 
inkling then that what we were celebrating 
was not a new beginning but the last hurrah 
of a regime that within a few years would 
completely collapse. But our sadness at its 
demise was soon to be assuaged by our 
admiration for the new order, which, building 
upon what was left of the past, created the 
Prior Park of today. 

So, now that I am president what am I going 
to do? Well I tend to the view that if it ain’t 
broke don’t fix it, but I have identified three 
areas that I would like to progress during my 
tenure. First, I would like to try and connect 
with those past pupils who, for whatever 
reason, feel at odds with the perceived 
ethos of the Prior Park schools. As far as I 
am concerned, the PPA is a fully inclusive 
community that has only one condition of 
membership: that you were taught or taught 
at Prior Park. It does not matter what you 
did then or have done since, we would like 
to keep in contact.

Second, I want the PPA to be a community 
that actively looks after its own. In the past, 

there have been some quite extraordinary 
initiatives taken by individual alumni to 
assist old friends in difficulties. I would hope 
that in future we can collectively offer such 
assistance. 

Last, but not least, I would like to be able 
to offer to the present pupils and the staff 

a chance to tap into the vast array of talent 
that exists within the PPA. In this issue we 
highlight some of the contributions made by 
alumni to the school in the past year (see 
pages 40 and 41). In addition, I have decided 
to re-introduce the Prior Park Association 
medal, to be awarded on Speech Day to the 
member of the association who is adjudged 
by his or her peers to have most completely 
displayed the qualities that Prior seeks to 
engender in its staff and pupils. (For further 
details see Page 43.) 

Finally, we are saying farewell to the 
headmaster, James Murphy-O’Connor, who 
leaves Prior to take up a new position at the 
Haberdashers’ Monmouth Schools (see 
interview on page 8). Sad though we are to 
see him go, he does so with our very best 
wishes and our gratitude for the help and 
support he has given to the PPA over the past 
ten years. On behalf of the association, may I 
extend a warm welcome to his successor, Ben 
Horan. I look forward to meeting and working 
with him in the future. 

My very best wishes to you all. Deo Duce, 
Deo Luce.

Simon Morgan (PPA 1975) 
President Prior Park Alumni
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School News

COLLEGE Prior in top 22% for pupil progress

Politics students made a trip to Westminster to 
visit Parliament and the Supreme Court to learn 
more about the heart of Britain’s democratic 
institutions.

The Prior community came together in Our Lady 
of the Snows Chapel for a moving Remembrance 
Sunday Mass to mark the 100thAnniversary of 
the end of World War One. The headmaster 
unveiled the Prior Park Memorial Chapel, which 
was blessed by Father Simon.

Students from St Gregory’s, Royal High, Ralph 
Allen and Writhlington schools joined Prior 
students for the United Nations Association 
Bath sixth-form Conference. Guest speaker was 
Symon Hill, a pacifist, activist and journalist 
who became co-ordinator of The Peace Pledge 
Union in 2016. 

The Paragon and College music departments 
presented a magical evening, “Wassail! Carols 
of Comfort and Joy”. They were joined by choral 
composer and arranger, Alexander L’Estrange.

Lower-sixth fine art, textiles and photography 
students attended a fascinating series of 

Tom Brass

Michaelmas Term
Explorer Alex Hibbert gave an inspirational 
lecture on polar exploration to sixth-form 
students, explaining the dedication and planning 
that goes into each expedition. 

Prior Park Schools’ Biathlon took place with 
some fantastic performances in the pool and on 
the track. Pentathlon world champ Jamie Cooke 
and world team silver medal winner Joe Choong 
helped on the day. 

College’s annual Inspire! Conference  was 
introduced by BBC Presenter Alex Lovell. 
Speakers included managing director of The 
Wedding Shop Anne-Marie Jenkins  (PPA 
2003), Bake-off contestant Briony Williams, 
and EMMY-award winning creative director of 
Jellyfish Pictures, Tom Brass (PPA 1998).

House Music featured talented, creative and 
entertaining performances. Burton House 
won the Group Performance prize, House 
Song went to Roche House and Fielding 
House won the Best Solo. Overall winners 
were St Mary’s. 

Snow day March 2019
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In 2018/19:

478
day pupils

144
boarding pupils

20
countries represented 
among the boarders

100
timetabled co-

curricular activities 
offered each week 

96%
9 – 4 GCSEs

Top 22%
of schools in England 

ranked for pupil 
progress

65.4%
A*-B A-levels

2
Oxbridge offers, one 
to study English at 

Wadham College and 
the other to study 
biochemistry at St 

Annes, both in Oxford.

lectures by established figures within the art 
world, Jock McFadyen, Simon Roberts and 
Grayson Perry.

College Modern Foreign Languages students 
were in the top ten (out of 700 schools) on 
a weekly basis on the “This Is Language” 
leader boards. 

Lent Term
It was announced that, after a decade of 
service, headmaster James Murphy-O’Connor 
was leaving to take up the post of principal of 
Haberdashers’ Monmouth Schools. 

Professor David Thomas (PPA 1980), head 
of ocean sciences at Bangor University, 
talked about art in science to our 
academic scholars and art students at the 
Headmaster’s Academic Society Lecture.

College was graded in the top 22% of 
Schools and Colleges in England for pupil 
progress by the Department for Education. 
These ‘’valued-added’ scores compare the 
A-level results of students at College with 
the results of students all across England 
who started with similar results at the end 
of Key Stage 4.

Academic scholars had a day of code 
breaking when they journeyed to  
Bletchley Park. 

622
students enrolled at 

College

The sixth-form enjoyed a visit from MiKo 
Berry, performance poet and European Poetry 
Slam champion. 

The War and Peace 
Creative Writ ing 
Competition received 
120 entries (from 
ages eight to adult 
and not only from 
Bath schools but 
also Gibraltar), 
i n c l u d i n g  wa r 
diaries, poetry, 
short stories and 
graphic novels. 
Over fifty entries 
were included in 
the shortlist, many of which now 
appear in our War & Peace Anthology. 

Lower sixth A-level PE class had a brilliant 
and informative session at the Team Bath 
Physiology Testing Centre. The students got 
to observe three different physiological tests 
including a VO2max test, a Wingate test and 
a dynamometer strength test. 

The sixth-form held a debate on Books 
that Changed the World, with each  
team presenting an argument for a particular 
text having the biggest impact on our  
lives. The audience voted for Homer’s  
Odyssey.

Getting soaked in 
Charities Week
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School News

Historian Horan 
honoured with 
headship
Ben Horan is to be the new 
headmaster of College, starting from 
September. Mr Horan was the senior 
deputy head academic at Merchant 
Taylors’ School in London, a post 
he has held since September 2014. 
Educated at The John Fisher School 
in Croydon, Mr Horan read history at 
Magdalen College, Oxford. He began 
his teaching career at St Benedict’s 
in Ealing, before moving to Eton 
College in 2004. At Eton, Mr Horan 
had a number of roles, including head 
of history and history of art, 1st XV 
rugby coach and deputy housemaster.

Students welcomed former England cricketer, 
Chris Lewis. Chris ran an hour-long session 
that focused on fielding, bowling and batting.

Charities Week was filled with fundraising 
challenges, including the Clifford House 
rowing challenge.

Summer Term
Students and teachers took part in a candlelit 
Jacobean Evening, a celebration of live music, 
speech and drama from the 1600s. 

Fr Vijay D’Souza SJ talked to L3 and F3 HATS 
about Hrusso Aka, an endangered language 
of Arunachal Pradesh, a remote Indian state 
in the Himalayan foothills.

Students and teachers from Allen House took 
part in the Three Peaks Challenge, raising over 
£5,000 for the College’s charities, Jamie’s Farm 
and Off the Record. 

Prior Park Big Band played at the opening 
night of Party in the City.

Upper-sixth students enjoyed the Prior  
Park tradition of bubbles on the bridge on 
their last full day at College before they 
headed off on study leave. 

Other mid-summer events included the 
annual Creative Design Summer Exhibition, 
the Summer Concert, the Grand Leavers’ 
Concert and Leavers’ Dinner, culminating in 
Speech Day at which the guest of Honour 
was Nigel Redman, the former Bath, England 
and British Lions Rugby player and current 
head of performance team development for 
British Swimming. 

Throughout the year
Twenty-eight students went on a “life-changing” 
Operation Wallacea Science Expedition to the 
remote and mountainous island of Dominica 
organised by head of science Dr Trott. Art 
scholars went to the Holburne Museum to 
see the iconic Hockney painting Mr & Mrs 
Clark and Percy. L5 Art students visited an 
excellent exhibition by Claudette Johnson at 
Modern Art Oxford and visited the Pitt Rivers 
Museum. F3 enjoyed trips to the Eden Project 
and a geography trip to Lulworth Cove. Students 
from College and Prior Park Gibraltar travelled 
together to the SSE Arena at Wembley for 
CYMFed Flame 2019, the biggest Catholic 
Youth event in England and Wales. L5 
Computer Science students took a trip to Tesla, 
to learn about the computer science behind the 
vehicles. F4 Geography students had a soggy 
visit to Cheddar Gorge.

In addition, Baines had their annual trip to Skern 
Lodge. DT took a trip to London, visiting the 
Design Museum and the V&A. The sixth-form 
visited New York City. There was a language 
trip to Spain and Gibraltar and a skiing trip 
to Italy. Numerous drama and musical 
performances were staged including, DNA, 
a condensed version of Euripides’ Trojan 
Women, Blue Stockings and Sister Act. 

Other speakers and masterclasses included 
a presentation by accomplished British 
landscape painter Jeremy Gardiner, a lively 
talk by author Holly Smale, a badminton 
masterclass with Andrew Stewart, a cricket 
masterclass with Steve Dent, and a visit, on 
National Poetry Day, from performance poet 
Toby Thomson. 

Raymonda Jalloh  

(PPA 2019) in Sister Act
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Paragon pupils took part in the inaugural 
Dragon’s Den Enterprise Day, where 
houses were set the challenge of creating a 
product made entirely from recycling. The 
U9A football team was victorious at the 
Millfield Prep Tournament, scoring 18 goals 
and conceding none. The U10A team were 
runners-up at Millfield a couple of weeks 
later and the U11A team were runners-up at 
the ISFA Tournament in Bristol, losing in extra 
time in the final. The U11A Rugby 7s team 
played exceptionally well at the Stonyhurst 
Festival in Clitheroe, to remain unbeaten at 
the end of the day - winning six matches and 
drawing one. The U11A Hockey boys’ team 
won the tournament at Cricklade Manor 
Prep and were one of the top four teams in 
the West of England in the U11 Hockey Finals 

at Millfield Senior School. The U11B Netball 
team won every match they played this term 
and 20 boys and girls qualified for the British 
Schools Biathlon final at Crystal Palace in 
London where many personal bests were 
achieved. There was also success at the Inter 
School Quiz Championships where, despite 
fierce competition, The Paragon secured first 
and third places. 
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A hive of activity
In its first year, PPS Gibraltar opened with 
just 55 students. This year it is a bustling 
hive of activity with over 120 students. 
The first cohort of Year 12’s began their 
A-level studies, including virtual lessons 
in economics via Skype sessions from 
College. Next year, the school will take in 
Year 7 students for the first time, making 
a full cohort of over 200 students aged 
11 – 18. Academic progress continues, 
with a new digital curriculum, embracing 
VR, computer programming and robotics, 
coming on stream this year.

Outside the classroom, students enjoyed 
the second Snow Sports trip to Italy, as well 
as numerous trips to the UK and Southern 
Spain. Many students are working towards 
their Duke of Edinburgh Awards. The first 
recipients of a Gold Award are due this 
summer. 

Over the academic year, PPSG has raised 
over £9,000 for local and international 
charities. One of the highlights of the 
year was a whole-school fundraising day, 
where students were challenged to swim, 
run or cycle a total of 14.4km, the distance 
between Gibraltar and Morocco, to raise 
awareness of the treacherous journey 
refugees make to find a better life for their 
families. 

PPC GIBRALTAR

THE PARAGON 

Enterprise comes to The Paragon
Performances this year included the pre-
prep nativity play Straw and Order, the 
Spring Concert, the Year 4 production of 
The Amazing Adventures of Superstan and the 
joint Year 5&6 play Rock Bottom, which was 
performed at The Julian Slade Theatre. The 
2019 Paragon Talent Show saw joint winners, 
with two duets singing Shallows and a Singing 
Medley. Other stand-out performances have 
included Year 4 performing in Wassail!, 
composer Alexander L’Estrange’s Carols of 
Comfort and Joy, and the Joyful Noise Choir.

Visitors included James Shone, who talked 
about inspiring confidence in children, and 
authors Pippa Pixley and Rachel Delahaye, 
who worked with children on their creative 
writing skills. Group Captain David Catlow 
(a Paragon parent) and members of the 
RAF talked about life as Typhoon pilots 
and they stayed to work with Year 6 on 
leadership skills and teamwork. Members 
of the local police talked to children about 
staying safe. Mrs James who volunteers for 
the charity Forever Hounds, brought in her 
own rescued greyhound Honey, and the Fire 
Brigade visited Squirrels nursery. Juggler and 
Magician Gizmo taught the children circus 
skills. School trips included Montacute 
House, SS Great Britain, the Bath Soft 
Cheese Company, the Bristol science centre 
We the Curious, and the Lifeskills Centre, 
also in Bristol. 

The children, parents and staff have been 
fundraising throughout the year for the 
school’s chosen charity, 52 Lives, which 
aims to change someone’s life every week 
of the year. 
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Headmaster interview

JMOC era  
 comes to an end
Terry Ilott (PPA 1968) talks to the outgoing headmaster about his ten years at Prior.

James Murphy O’Connor, aka J-MOC, enters 
the Mansion in a swirl of energy and good 
humour. A big man with a big handshake, 
he speaks in whole sentences, eloquently 
phrased, and gives answers that are both 
candid and carefully considered. He has 
the natural authority that befits a head 
teacher, but his manner is respectful. He is 
an attentive listener.

When he was appointed, he was young  
(then 39), a seriously committed Catholic 
with an excellent record in school leadership. 
Being the son and nephew of celebrated 
alumni must have given the governors 
comfort. (“The school always had a  
special place in our family,” he says.) That  
he subsequently served ten years at Prior, 
rather than the expected six or eight, is one  
of many indicators that the fit was a good 
one.

As we settle into the sofas in his office, I ask 
if he can remember the priorities laid down 
by the governors at his interview.

 “The three lay heads before me [Patrick 
Tobin, Jeremy Goulding and Giles Mercer] 
had done a very good job,” he says, “so the 
first priority was to consolidate. On the other 
hand, the school was ready to be pushed 
forward. The key word that came up again 

and again was ambition: could the school be 
more ambitious?”

This, he says, fitted very well with him. 
He brought with him a sense of urgency 
(although he now reflects that he “could have 
waited a little longer to crack on”). Working 
closely with the governors, he opened a 
development office, launched an estates 
review, oversaw the building of the Bury 
Sports Centre, pushed up student numbers, 

built up the facilities, opened new houses, 
consolidated the finances, sold Cricklade, 
supported The Paragon, launched the new 
school in Gibraltar, established the Prior 
leadership team and set out a vision for the 
Prior Park schools for the future. He did all 
this while, in collaboration with his senior 
colleagues, fostering a culture that places 
strong emphasis on citizenship, responsibility 
and personal fulfilment. (“Ambitious, yes,  
but ambitious to serve. That’s really 
important.”)

He counts himself lucky that Prior students 
are “amazing”, not least in how they handle 
the pressures of social media, and he 
notes that his disciplinary record “is very 
light compared to heads at other schools”. 
The students, he says, are “mature and 
responsible and they really don’t want to let 
the school down”.

One of his more controversial decisions was 
to take Prior out of the school league tables. 

“The league tables skew everything to one 
measure: exam results,” he explains. “There 
is more to education than that… More choose 
not to go to university now and I think that 
is a good thing. Of course, we send students 
to Oxbridge and medical school but only if 
it is right for them. The parents understand 
that now.”

That Prior was recently placed in the top 5% 
of English schools in the Department for 
Education added-value league tables would 
seem to vindicate his judgement.

On the day we meet, James has just returned 
from the funeral of an old boy, has led the 
morning assembly, is due to run the touchline 
in a match in the afternoon and in the evening 
will attend a school concert. Being thus “ever-
present” is impressive, especially as he is at 
the same time running a multi-million pound 

 Ambitious,  
yes; but ambitious to  
serve.
“ “
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business and dealing day-by-day with a  
host of demanding stakeholders, including 
staff, students, parents, governors, 
government and the local community in and 
around Bath.

He draws my attention to the fact that, in 
addition to consolidation and ambition, he 
was faced with a third challenge: how to 
continue the school’s Catholic tradition “in 
an ever more secular world”.

“That we were a practising Catholic family 
was seen to be important in my appointment,” 
he says. “Some staff shared this faith, some 
did not and this was true of the student body.”

James believes that the Catholic ethos is 
at the very heart of the school. “Openness 
to faith gives perspective on the problems 

of being human but especially of being a 
young person,” he observes. “Being part of 
something bigger than them is reassuring, it 
contains their anxieties.”

The “changing world” into which Prior is 
sending its students “really worries” him. 

“This is where the Catholicity of Prior is so 
important,” he says. He early on opted to put 
the Catholic connection at the beginning rather 
than at the end of his speeches to prospective 
parents. At a time of increasing pressure on 
private education student numbers have gone 
up, from 570 to 622. “It seems,” he notes, 

“that parents like the message.”

“The vast majority of parents totally get 
what we’re trying to do, they back us and 
they defend us,” he adds, observing that he’s 
only had “one or two” difficult meetings with 
parents over the ten years.

James has been a big supporter of the 
PPA, actively contributing to its committee 
meetings and joining alumni for drinks and 
reunions (most recently while on holiday  
in the west of Ireland). “It is one of the  
great blessings of Prior that it is a real community,” 
he says. “There is a sense of belonging.”

But there is another reason for James’ 
commitment: “There is an enormous 
responsibility to show the alumni from Prior’s 
difficult years in the 1960s and 1970s that the 
school is a different place now. We have had 
some great successes, reconciling alumni 
with Prior after some unhappy experiences. 
It’s about building bridges and making sure 
all alumni know that the door is open.”

As to the future, he recalls that, early in his 
time at Prior, “I was walking from home, 
across the cricket square. I thought, ‘Gosh, 
if we don’t push on, this could be a five-star 
hotel in a few years time’. I didn’t want that. 
The school needs to be protected. And the 
best protection is ambition. It would be 
disrespectful to my successor to be telling 
him what he should or should not do, but I 
have no doubt the future is bright.” 

James is moving on to become principal of 
the Haberdashers’ schools in Monmouth. 

“There are so many things I will miss [about 
Prior],” he says. “We have loved having every 
member of staff and every student to our 
home. It has been our life.” 

But ten years, he adds, is “not just enough for 
me, it is enough for the school”.

What does a head-
master do all day?
JMOC’s ten years included,

1,150
meetings with prospective families

460
sports fixtures

350
Prior Knowledge newsletters

340
common room meetings

270
musical concerts

135
Headmaster’s assemblies

105
drama productions

92
Governors’ meetings

 Ten years is not  
just enough for me, it is 
enough for the school.
“ “

James attending a meeting of the PPA
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From the archives

The Fallen art installation, which 
commemorates alumni who died in war, 
was unveiled in the chapel on Remembrance 
Sunday, 2018. 

“We started with 21 names on the beautiful oak 
commemorative board,” says Carole Laverick, 

“and now we have 35 on The Fallen. More can be 
added, and honoured, as we find them.”

Finding them has not been easy. The school 
records went up in smoke in the Mansion fire 
of 1991. The research has been laborious and 
time-consuming. Some alumni have been 
actively involved. Special mention must go to 
Simon Beck (PPA 1969), who has researched 
thoroughly James Williams (PPA 1935) 
from WW2; Vivian Gallagher (PPA 1968), 

who has found numerous casualties and  
most particularly Archibald Mankelow (PPA 
1905) from WW1; and Paul Kemp (PPA 
1977), who has travelled around the world 
and seen many battlefields and cemeteries. 

The headmaster initiated the effort, 
unearthing Ralph Goulstone Gale (PPA 1901) 
and Bertie Minch (PPA 1908) himself. He  
not only gave Carole Laverick permission 
to carry on with the research but actively 
encouraged her to do so. “He awoke in me 
a passion for history that had lain dormant,” 
she says. 

As more than one visitor has commented 
to Carole as they stood in front of The Fallen, 

“You really do take your motto seriously”. Yes 
we do. Being a PPA means belonging to the 
community for life. 

The 35 fallen “boys” will be part of the chapel 
and the college story forever. 

Alumni aid research

Bertie is not forgotten
Head of sixth-form, Amy Colquhoun, 
and her family were visiting Delhi in the 
February half-term. So moved had she 
been by the stories of The Fallen during 
last year’s Remembrance Day service,  
that she made it her mission to include 
Bertie Minch’s (PPA 1908) grave on her 
trip. The chaos, noise and smells of Delhi 
seemed to disappear on walking through 
the gates of the beautifully manicured 
gardens of the cemetery. Laying a bunch of 

flowers at Bertie’s headstone, surrounded 
by the graves of medical personnel who 
lost their lives in WW2, Amy was deeply 
saddened by the youth of those who had 
died. (Bertie was “lucky” to have survived 
to the age of 52.) Bertie played rugby for 
Ireland, served in the Great War and then 
again in WW2 in the Medical Corps. He 
was shown as dangerously ill on casualty 
lists in October 1942 and died the following 
month. We will remember them.
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“
Remembering Uncle Jim

“My name is Mary Faigan. I live in Auckland, 
New Zealand. My mother was Gladys 
Williams and her two older brothers, James 
and Richard, both attended Prior Park in the 
years before WW2. Some of my earliest 
memories are of my mother telling us about 
Uncle Jim, her beloved oldest brother who 
was killed in Burma in January 1945. 

“My mother spoke of her happy childhood 
in Chippenham, with her brothers and 
stepsister Joan. She talked about the war and 
how Dick was very sick in a military hospital 
with diphtheria at the time Jim was killed. 
When the letter arrived in a black-bordered 
envelope my grandparents at first expected 
the news was going to be about Dick. 

“She spoke of my grandmother’s bravery, 
travelling alone to my mother’s boarding 
school to give her the terrible news in person. 
All I ever knew of my uncle was Mum’s story 
and the photo which always hung beside her 
bed, of Uncle Jim in his military uniform. 

“Despite many good things, my mother’s life 
was always tinged with a sadness over Uncle 
Jim, and guilt that 

she had made the decision to move to New 
Zealand, far away from my grandparents, to 
marry my father. Uncle Dick spent most of 
his working life in Africa, and no doubt he 
struggled with the same emotions. 

“Out of the blue in late 2017, I received a 
message from Carole Laverick telling of some 
expert detective work by a past pupil, Simon 
Beck. He had traced me, via my mother’s 
medical registration and an old newspaper 
article. He had also visited Burma and laid 
a wreath on Jim’s grave near Yangon. 

“I was stunned and moved by this news, 
as I had often thought of visiting Burma 
myself and trying to find Jim’s grave. 
My mother died in June 2017, so she 
never heard the news that Jim was 
going to be remembered in a special 
commemorative Mass, nor the lovely 
story of how Simon Beck had visited 
his grave in Burma. 

“My decision to make the journey to 
the school commemorations was, in 

the end, mostly for my mother. It’s what she 
would have wanted. Of course, I was also 
honouring Uncle Jim - a young man whose 
life had so much promise. 

“My memories of the day are of the beauty 
and sense of history of the school, the 
amazing warm welcome from Carole and 
other staff, and of course meeting Simon 
Beck, whose dogged detective work had 
brought us all together. 

“The service was moving, particularly hearing 
about Uncle Jim’s sporting talents and the 
academic abilities that must have made 
my grandparents so proud. I was previously 
unaware that he was head boy. 

“The memorial, The Fallen, with the names 
of past pupils killed in war, is a simple and 
beautiful tribute to those whose lives were 
cut short. I will treasure the memories of 
my day at Prior Park, and the opportunity 
to honour the life of the uncle I never met. 
Thanks again to everyone who made this day 
so special for my family.

James Williams  

(PPA 1935)

Mary Faigan with JMOC and 

family members at The Fallen.
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Development Update

Parents of Prior chip in
Parents of Prior (POP) held a summer 
ball to help raise funds for the emergency 
bursary appeal. 80 parents and staff 
enjoyed an evening in the Mansion that 
Ralph Allen would have been proud of: 
there were casinos (fake money), fine 
dining and questionable dancing. 

To donate to the bursary funds or otherwise 
to get involved with development at 
the college please contact Director of 
Development, Declan Rainey, by email:  
drainey@priorparkschools.com or by 
telephone 01225 838353 ext 257

In November, three days before England’s 
test with New Zealand, College held a  
gala preview dinner. Abi Purcell (PPA 1993) 
was there.

We were enticed into buying tickets by 
the promise of appearances by both Lewis 
Moody, legendary former England rugby 
captain (looking fitter and better-looking 
than he did when he retired in 2012), and 
the celebrated All Blacks Rugby star, Zinzan 
Brooke, who caused quite a stir among our 
Antipodean dining companions.

Each held the audience captive as they 
spoke about their past achievements 
and current pathways in life, answering a 
flurry of questions at the end from a lively 
(predominantly male) audience eager to 
engage in some Anglo-Kiwi banter. 

Lewis charmed us with tales of his career, 
friends and famous rugby players over the 
years (mostly rated PG.) Then he moved on 
to current matters, such as his role as a father, 
caring for his family and putting their needs 
and ambitions first. He also spoke about how 
he came to start his charity, The Lewis Moody 
Foundation, in 2014. The charity raises funds 
for research into brain tumours, the biggest 
cancer killer of children and adults under 40. 
It also raises funds for bespoke “family days” 
for children in need. 

Zinzan Brooke seemed in his element as he 
took the stage. Ranked as one of greatest 
rugby players of all time, he ensured that we 
were thoroughly entertained by his stories 
of life on and off the rugby pitch. A great 
crowd pleaser, he created a fun atmosphere 
throughout the evening. 

The Prior Foundation Rugby Gala Dinner was 
held in the Apex City of Bath Hotel and raised 
money for the emergency bursary fund that 
will assist students who are faced with a 
sudden change of financial circumstances, 
caused by, for example, bereavement or 
illness within the family. This made the 
evening not just fun but worthwhile. It is 
humbling to realise that our support will 
enable young lives to continue to be part of 
the Prior community. 

New Founders honoured
In February, at a service of thanksgiving 
in Our Lady of the Snows, the chair of 
governors, Michael King, recalled with 
gratitude the actions of those individuals 
who helped the college in its hour of 
greatest need just short of 40 years ago. 

It was then that the Christian Brothers 
announced that the college and its prep 
school in Cricklade would have to close.
Present at the service were John Bogie 
(PPA 1957), Fergus Lyons (PPA 1949) 
and Gerald Walker (PPA 1948). Those 
who were unable to attend but who made 
immense contributions at the time include 
Andy Owen (PPA 1957) and Jim Coelho 
(PPA 1959). Also remembered with thanks 
were teachers Mostyn Thomas and Patrick 
McMahon, as well as the Christian Brothers 
themselves, whose financial contribution is 
not widely known.

These individuals, who between them 
managed not just to keep the school 

open but put it on the sound footing from 
which it has benefitted ever since, are to 
be honoured as the New Founders. Joining 
their ranks are those who have made 
significant contributions in the intervening 
years, including Sir Cameron Mackintosh 
(PPA 1964), Christopher French, David 
Medlock, Jeanne Bisgood, Tony Bury (PPA 
1970) and Christopher Liu (PPA 1979).

Rugby stars aid emergency 
bursary fund

Zinzan Brooke and Lewis 

Moody take the cake

John Bogie, Fergus Lyons, 

JMOC and Gerald Walker

The school is planning to commemorate 
these names on a New Founders Wall. Those 
who continue to further the schools’ cause 
by making gifts of £100,000 or more will be 
added. 
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Weddings at Prior

Natalie and Oliver
Natalie Clifford (neé Mogg, PPA 2006). Natalie and Oliver were 
married on 21st July 2018 in the Chapel of the Lady of our Snows 
in the presence of their families and friends. “The ceremony 
was beautifully conducted by Father Christopher Whitehead,” 
says Natalie, “and was followed by the reception in the Bath Spa 
Hotel. Some of my dearest school friends attended: Vicki Andrews, 
Camilla Fane Gladwin, Naomi Stanley. My brother Michael  
(PPA 2000) and his wife Becky and Becky’s son Joshua attended. 
Also, my eldest brother Simon (PPA 1999) flew from New York 
with his wife and two children. It was such a beautiful and poignant 
part of the day to be married in the school chapel, where I have so 
many wonderful memories from the choir. It was important to me 
to be able to share that with our friends and families.” 

Anna and Richard
Anna Goldsmith (neé Mee, PPA 2006) married Richard Goldsmith 
on 23rd February 2019 in the chapel, with a drinks reception in 
the Mansion. Laura Marshall (neé Barnes, PPA 2006) was maid 
of honour. Anna and Richard met online and their immediate 
plans are to settle into the house they bought together last year 
in Manchester and build an extension.

Other nuptials
Last August three other nuptials took place in the college chapel: 
Siobhan Corby (neé Kelly, PPA 2002), Georgia Foerster (neé Mills, 
PPA 2009) and Jessica Carter (neé Narey,PPA 2010).

Charlotte and Dan
Charlotte Tutchings (neé Roberts, PPA 2013) “had the absolute 
best day” when she married Dan on 14th July 2018. Dan and 
Charlotte met through Exeter Network Church after she moved to 
Exeter for university. “We are still living in Exeter,” she says, “and 
both beginning our careers as teachers, alongside many beach 
trips! It was such a joy to come back to Bath for our wedding. We 
got married at Holy Trinity Combe Down, which was the church 
of my childhood and next door to my old primary school. Guests 
then walked through the village, down into Prior and out onto 
the mansion steps to admire the glorious view with a glass of 
fizz. Our wedding day allowed me to show many friends and 
family so many important parts of my childhood. Esther Scriven  
(PPA 2012) and Lucy Roberts (PPA 2017) were both gorgeous. 
Other guests included Sophie Protheroe, Rachel Arnold and 
Hannah Pearson (all from the class of 2013). We were blessed 
with amazing ‘heatwave’ weather, and had our marquee in 
a stunning location overlooking Prior Park Gardens. With the 
sides of the marquee rolled up, the wedding breakfast view was 
incredible! We took a trip down to the Palladian Bridge for photos 
taken by the talented Jonny Gouldstone – it was a bit of a feat 
in a wedding dress but totally worth it and amazing to see the 
wedding at the top of the hill above us.”

Jessica Carter
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Cordon sanitaire
“Afraid I’m out climbing all weekend and possibly 
on Monday too, unless we do an early morning 
call, around 7am? Thanks, Nat.”

As the above text message suggests,  
Natalie Cordon (PPA 2009) lives a physically 
demanding life. Indeed, she describes 
herself as a “wonky, whitewater kayaker and 
adventurer”. The kayaking and adventure 
have taken her through rough waters in Chile, 
Norway, the Himalayas, Scotland, Italy and 
all over England and Wales. She is a leading 
practitioner of the sport. The “wonky” part 
refers to her foot.

The foot she opted to have amputated earlier 
this year. 

A self-confessed naughty girl at primary 
school, where she struggled academically, 
Natty was initially turned down by  
Prior. Shocked by this rejection, for two  
years she worked hard and applied  
again. This time, she got in. She remained 
hard-working thereafter. “I was aware  
that I had been given this expensive 
opportunity and I wanted to make the most 
of it,” she says.

NATTY CORDON (PPA 2009)

As a student she “loved Prior, the school, the 
ethos and the environment”. She excelled in 
the classroom and enjoyed all sports. She 
did well, going up to Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge, to study geography. 

It was at Cambridge in her second year 
that she stood on a piece of broken glass in 
her kitchen. The cut became infected. The 
infection spread. She had to take a year out.

“I had no idea at the time quite how life-
changing my accident would become,” she 
has written on her blog. “No one could 

Adventure and resilience
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found that she really enjoyed it and it soon 
turned into an obsession. 

“It all got a bit out of hand,” she admits. “The 
more active I was, the happier I was.”

Natty thus embarked upon her adventurous, 
whitewater life, becoming ever more expert 
and ever more respected at the top levels 
of the sport. At the same time, she started 
work as a teacher. With a couple of years 
experience under her belt, she applied for a 

 The more active I 
was, the happier I was.“ “

Before the op

have possibly guessed. It might have only 
been one single bacterium, poised for the 
chance to colonise. He might have waited his 
whole life, limited as it might be, waiting for 
his moment; his chance to breed, colonise, 
invade my skin, muscles, tendons, blood, 
body. Sepsis, as it turns out, is rather bad 
for you and whilst my body recovered, my 
mobility never did.”

In the first year after the accident she 
became, she says, “psychotic, really down”.

Eventually, she decided that part of the 
problem was that she was not moving 
enough. She looked for a sport that could be 
done while sitting. She found canoeing. She 
joined a club, initially with no more thought 
than to assist her rehabilitation. But she 

job at Millfield. No sooner had she posted the 
letter than her mum noticed that there was 
also a vacancy at Prior, the deadline for which 
was the following day. Natty put together an 
application and sought out a late-night post 
box. She started teaching geography at Prior 
at the beginning of the last academic year.

But the damaged foot was still dragging 
her down. She describes how “having spent 
its first 20 years of life growing up, running, 
jumping, hiking and climbing, my foot spent its 
next eight years at the centre of an internal 

struggle, unbeknown to many”.

“Savagely painful” and “deformed 
by infection”, the problem 

remained hidden “behind a smile 
and a laugh”. 

It was this façade of good humour 
that made it hard for her friends to 
understand her decision to “bin it 

off”. But she herself found peace once 
the decision was made: “The restless 
nights and tears and grief-filled chats 

with friends now suddenly felt resolved.”

After nine months of mental preparation, 
pre-hab training and waiting on the 

surgical list, the operation took place 
earlier this year. As she came round 
from surgery, she checked that the foot 

had finally gone and felt “an enormous and 
surprising sense of relief, gratitude, hope and 
excitement”.

“It was finally done. I closed my eyes. I slept.”

Natty is still in rehab, learning to walk, run, 
cycle and kayak all over again, now with a 
functional prothestic limb rather than the 
wonky real one. And adventure has become 
her own, deeply soothing form of therapy: 

“It remains my single, most powerful and 
reliable form of pain relief, it has made me 
fitter and stronger than a physiotherapist 
could ever achieve, and it provides the  
even keel that my mind so craves”. What’s 
more it brings her joy – “deep, deep, resonant 
joy”.

While being a monoped is “mostly hard”, 
her foot did lead her into her present life of 
adventure, enabling her to come to a startling 
conclusion: “My accident was a good thing”.
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Adventure and resilience

Crossing the Atlantic takes a lot more than 
muscle, reports Jack Beeching (Lower-sixth 
Roche) who interviewed Jack Hopkins upon 
his return.

“The first few weeks were horrible. You 
couldn’t sleep, your body wasn’t used to the 
food or anything else. I was seasick for about 
four straight days... But when we got to the 
end it was all worthwhile, there’s nothing else 
like it in the world.” 

So says Jack Hopkins (PPA 2011), who, 
along with three teammates, set off from 
the Canaries last December on a 3,000-
mile row, taking part in the Talisker Whisky 
Atlantic Challenge. 

Forty days, 23 hours and 33 minutes  
later they landed in Antigua, in the process 
raising £30,000 for a multiple sclerosis 
charity. 

For two years prior to the race, the four 
university friends underwent intensive 
training, rowing every day and building up 
their stamina until they were able to keep 
going for five or six hours at a time.

But while Jack’s girlfriend was supportive, 
his family was a different matter. “They were 
really against it to begin with,” he says. “They 
were understandably scared and emotional 
about the whole thing.”

Jack is in no doubt that the venture was “a 
selfish act”.

“Because ultimately you’re prioritising your 
own sense of adventure over your family’s 
emotional well-being,” he admits. “I had to 
cut out most of my friends, because I didn’t 
have time to see them. I spent all my money 
on it, every penny that I had (and some that 
I didn’t). It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to 

A voyage of self-discovery

JACK HOPKINS (PPA 2011)

describe it as a total commitment of self, you 
draw upon every resource.”

But, while he was physically prepared for  
the challenge, mentally he “made no effort” 
at all.

“My logic was that, once I’m on the water, 
there’s no way I’m getting off until I get to 

Antigua,” he explains. “It didn’t matter how 
bad I felt, how unprepared my mind was, 
because there was literally no alternative. 
You just had to keep rowing. When all options 

 You suffer, it’s 
unpleasant and difficult, 
but that’s all it is.
“ “
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are taken away, that voice inside your head 
that encourages you to give up goes as 
well. When you’re sitting on the oars for 
the twelfth hour that day in the beating sun, 
you suffer, it’s unpleasant and difficult, but 
that’s all it is. There is no alternative. And 
that simplifies things a lot. I’m not saying 
that it was easy; much of it was horrible; 
some days we barely spoke to each other… 
Even New Year’s Eve and Christmas was the 
same: we had half an hour off; we shared a 
bit of rum, some M&Ms and a few Pringles; 
and then got back to it.” 

Unsurprisingly, there was a lot of tension in 
the team. 

“Unlike normal life, you can’t back out of any 
situation you don’t like,” he continues. “If you 
had an argument with someone, you would 
be in that argument until you resolved it. 
Emotions get very high because of the lack 
of food and sleep. You’re never comfortable. 
There was one time I got into an argument 
with a team member over how hard we were 
rowing... He was saying that he felt as though 
he was carrying my weight, which rubbed 
me massively the wrong way, as I felt the 
exact same way about him. We eventually 
begrudgingly made up, but it certainly was 
a big deal at the time.”

So, fundraising apart, why did he do it?

“I think that everyone has an identity,” he 
explains. “An idea of who they are as a 
person. Usually that idea is quite favourable, 
people think of themselves as positively as 
possible, because it means they can sleep 
at night and feel that they’re a good person. 
Sometimes, you are presented with decisions 
which either fortify or renounce your identity. 
You choose your ideal path or you don’t. I 
was offered the opportunity to do this row 
and I had to ask myself, ‘What kind of person 
am I? Am I the kind that says yes to this sort 
of thing, yes to challenges? Am I the kind 
of person that can work hard, and push my 
body? Am I the kind that can commit to a 
goal for multiple years?’ I decided yes, this 
is the kind of person I am. 

“Our minds are very conservative, and if you 
take too long thinking about something, 
eventually you’ll convince yourself it’s not 
feasible. If you disregard that, and just 

say ‘screw it, hang the consequences, this 
is what I’m going to do’, make that one 
initial commitment, everything follows. 
It’s about acting on instinct, trusting that 
the perceived consequences aren’t as bad 
as you think - they rarely are - and not  
being afraid to take that extra step, to put 
yourself out there and do something you 
think is impossible. Because, after enough 
planning and dedication, nothing really is. 
That’s what life’s all about: not the goal, the 
process.”

Fortunately, it wasn’t all suffering. They were 
joined by dolphins “almost every day” and 
pods of whales would swim around and 
under the boat. A storm petrel followed 
them for 1,700 nautical miles and a cruise 
ship gave them a big salute.

In the event, Jack’s team came fifth out of 
28 starters. They had received a “great deal” 
of support from Prior, including a donation 

from governor Tony Bury, and significant 
sponsorship from a Caribbean insurance 
company. 

Back on dry land, Jack feels that he can now 
“do anything”. 

“If I can push myself that hard, for that long, 
the challenges I face in day-to-day life pale 
in comparison.”

He now plans to run the famous Marathon 
De Sables in Morocco. After that he wants to 
row across the Indian Ocean - but this time 
on his own. “If you row for yourself, and by 
yourself, you can take a few days to sit back 
and smell the roses,” he explains. “You can 
row at your own pace.” 

If you would like to add your own donation to the 
cause supported by Jack’s team, please visit the 
Atlantic Discovery webpage at: https://www.
atlanticdiscovery.co.uk/ 
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People

When Britain was booming and coal was king, 
a number of enterprising and work-hungry 
families left Italy for the valleys of South 
Wales. There they served nourishing and 
keenly-priced food in clean and well-lit cafes 
and restaurants. They prospered and soon 
some were able to send their sons to the 
schools of their choice. No school was more 
prestigious than Prior Park. Hence, among 
our alumni are the Bernis, the Bracchis and 
the Balestrazzis.

But times change, the coal fields have closed 
down and Wales’ Italian cafes have shut one 
by one. The Station Cafe in Treorchy, which 
opened to customers in 1935, recently joined 
the list of closures. Dom Balestrazzi and his 
wife Virginia have decided to retire and their 
children - Paolo, Anna and Marco - do not 
want to take it on. 

“It will be a sad occasion when I think of 
my parents and all that they put into the 
establishment,” Dom said just before the 
closure. 

Guiseppe and Maria Balestrazzi hailed from 
Bardi, near Parma in the Emilia-Romagna 
region. The culture of the booming mining 
industry in south Wales at the time made 
the family feel at home. “There was a 
camaraderie which was similar to the 
Italian way of life,” Dom explains. Dom’s 
dad (Guiseppe was soon anglicised to Joe) 
bought the shop from another Italian, Charlie 
Conte. Around the corner was Carpanini’s, 
the Cosy Cafe over the way was run by Dom’s 
cousin Luigi and a second Carpanini’s was 
located at the top of the town.

In school holidays, Dom and his brother Lino 
helped out in the cafe. Dom started work 
full-time after leaving Prior at the age of 15. 
Now 80, he has been at the Station Cafe ever 
since. With glass jars full of sweets behind 
the counter, tobacco for sale, a glass case 
full of pasties and cakes, a steaming coffee 
machine, wood panelling, leather-seated 
booths and a venerable juke box, the cafe 
at the end of its life is perhaps little changed 
from the way it was in its heyday. 

In conversation, Dom comes across as witty 
and warm-hearted. He has already decided 
that retirement is “boring”. A chance remark 
about Rainbow Woods and the Rockery  
Tea Rooms prompts him to reminisce about 
the time six boys “broke bounds” and  
raced through the woods “to go and buy 
tuck”. 

“Four of them were caught and severely 
strapped for breaking bounds,” Dom recalls, 
adding: “Of course, that sort of thing wouldn’t 
happen nowadays.”

“The Rockery was such an amazing tea 
room,” he continues, becoming suddenly 
wistful. “There was a girl... But I suppose 
she is probably married by now, or maybe 
even dead.”

Dom and Virginia will continue living on the 
site. Since the announcement of the closure, 
there has been a storm of nostalgic regret 
in the town. Dom is clearly touched by this. 
He says they have been overwhelmed by the 
support and messages of good will.

Over the years, he has kept half an eye on 
Prior. Perhaps he might yet be persuaded to 
return for the Mansion Lunch.

Martha writes: My journey began when I 
started walking. Really, you’d never catch 
me without a ball at my feet. Any free 
opportunity I would drag my family out to 
play football with me. I’ve always wanted 
to play for Manchester United Women and, 
now that I have been accepted by Yeovil 
Town Ladies Football Club, I feel that my 
journey to professional football is about to 
begin. I was encouraged by my late dad; he 
was a big football fan and we would always 
play football together. Sometimes he’d 
even let me stay off school and we’d go to  
the Astro and play all day. Since he passed 
I feel like I want to do this for him; I love 
football because of him and I want to make 
him proud. 

I have had to overcome various hurdles in 
my journey to this point, especially with the 
extreme sexism in football. I used to play for 
a boys’ team when I was younger. However, 
I was always left out and seen as “not good 
enough” because I was a girl. It turns out I 

was actually much better than the majority 
of the team.

 I left that team because nobody would pass 
to me. 

One of the biggest hurdles is that there are 
very few chances for female footballers. 
You always see adverts for boys but never 
for girls. Luckily, women’s football is on 
the up. Unluckily, I live in an area that is  
quite isolated from football. There aren’t 
really any elite teams near. When Yeovil 
launched their ladies’ academy, I knew I had 
to take the chance. I am so happy to have 
been accepted, and I hope I can now make it 
as a professional. 

Chasing the dream

DOMINIC BALESTRAZZI (PPA 1957) 

MARTHA ATKINSON (PPA 2020) 

Cafe king calls it a day
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Why have I joined 
the PPA committee?
Simon Beck (PPA 1969). 
Because I was asked, I 
suppose. Having been 
out of touch with the 
school from leaving until 
the millennium, I felt I 
rather owed it something.  

Mark Gallen (PPA 1985). 
I’ve wanted to reconnect 
with school  as  I ’m 
sentimental at heart. I 
live locally and now my 
youngest daughter is in 
year eight, so I had no 
excuse. Prior was a big part 
of my childhood and, love 
it or hate it, I think it’s worth celebrating.  

Chantal Hopper (neé 
Strawbridge, PPA 1999). 
I have spent the past 
17 years in the Royal 
Navy, overcoming early 
sea sickness to navigate 
warships around the 
wor ld .  I  have  now 
returned to Bath with my 
family and am keen to contribute to 
the fabulous work of the committee.  

Fiona Rae (PPA 2009). I 
loved taking part in any 
sport that would have me 
and (unlike Latin) it’s a 
hobby that I’ve kept up 
with. In particular, I’m 
a keen organiser of the 
annual Old Girls’ Netball 
match. I’m also excited 
to be a part of the committee’s wider 
work and to help as much as I can.  

Olivia Matthews (PPA 
2017). I wanted to bring a 
younger (and more female) 
perspective on how to 
better engage with more 
recent alumni. I’ve always 
loved Prior, always will and 
I want to strengthen the 
community in any way I can. 

If you asked Pippa’s teachers from her time 
at Prior, the words that would come up 
time and time again to describe her would 
be “committed… enthusiastic… organized… 
energetic.. creative… thoughtful… imaginative”. 
Diminutive she may be, but she is not to be 
underestimated or taken lightly.

On leaving university she became involved in 
political lobbying. Underpaid, she found it a 
struggle to make ends meet. She was offered 
a chance to try her hand at copywriting for 
a travel company. She then spent nearly a 
decade moving up the ranks in the high-end 
travel market in London and Portugal. Last 
year, she decided to set up her own business: 
Pippa Rose Lifestyle. 

Pippa Rose is a bespoke travel agent, 
attending to every detail (from personalised 
passport covers to coveted theatre tickets) 
for Pippa’s demanding clientele. No sooner 

had that been established, however, than 
Pippa decided to launch a complementary 
business, Rose Retreats, for the wellbeing of 
mind and body.

What advice would she give to someone 
thinking of starting their own business? 

After a moment’s thought she says: “Don’t 
start your own business when you are already 
running someone else’s. It just doesn’t work.”

“Something in your life has to take a back seat 
when you start something as consuming as 
this,” she adds. “You are a one man band, 
so the buck always stops with you. Do not 
expect to take a holiday for the foreseeable 
future. Manage the expectations of your 
friends and family. You are just not going to 
be available for the social side of life for some 
time. They need to be on board (with that) 
to support you.”
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Chasing the dream

PHILIPPA O’KEEFE (PPA 2008)

Why start one business 
when you can start two?
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Alumni Sports

A brace of wins for the OBs

On a crisp early January day, the awe-
inspiring sight of old boys trundling up to 
the new Astro struck fear into no-one. The 
old(er) old boys were up first against a fit 
and fast U15 side and once again showing 
that age and Xmas can’t slow down true class 
as, aided by some younger legs, we reached 
a double digit score to nil! It seemed if your 

name was Will, of which a couple were, you 
couldn’t miss. A slightly lower turnout than 
expected meant that it was then straight 

back on the pitch for all but the truly vintage 
“boys” against a fired up 1st XI. The game 
was quick, evenly matched and fair, thanks 
to the expert refereeing of England ump 
James Hawarth (PPA 1999), but once again 
the OBs were able to overcome the odds 
and win 4-2. Billy Braithwaite (PPA 2016) 
and Callum Smith (PPA 2015) were the 

pick of the players. A great afternoon was 
had by all and the numerous spectators 
seemed to enjoy the high standard on 
show on the pitch. Then it was off to teas in  
the Bury sports centre. With thanks to Carole, 
Declan, Malcolm Bond, Rhys Gwilliam  
and Abhay Bygott for putting on a great day. 
We look forward to more of the same on 
January 5th 2020! 

Report by Lawrie Frere (PPA 1997)

Old Boys’ Hockey

College VII edge victory

Fiona Rae (PPA 2009) writes: After several 
years’ hiatus, this year saw the return of the 
ancient rivalry that is the Old Girls’ Netball 
match. 

The event did not disappoint. The Old Girls 
were out in force and keen to re-establish 
their reputation as netball legends. Going 
into the match, the 1st VII were the clear 
favourites: easily the taller side, plentiful 
substitutes, and fresh out of their morning 
training session. The match was an amazing 
show of skill and fair play. The 1st VII were an 
impressive side and expertly isolated players 
and spaces on pitch with perfectly timed ball 
placement. Nevertheless, the Old Girls put up 
an incredible fight. 

Emma Russell (née Piercey, PPA 2012) 
demonstrated endless energy and expertly 
drove the ball through the middle of the 
court. Her cool head on offence allowed the 
Old Girls to bring it on the court from the 
first goal to the last. Kirsty Rae (PPA 2015) 
was a defensive machine and her composure 

under pressure led to countless conversions 
for the Old Girls. Heather Rae (PPA 2012) 
used her sniper-esque aim to bullet passes 
through the 1st VII’s defence. Anne-Marie 
Layet (PPA 1993) dominated the circle and 
was an unstoppable scoring force. 

The game was neck and neck throughout 
and, as the crowd held its breath in the final 
seconds of the game, the 1st VII edged the 
victory with a final score of 27-26. 

The bitter pangs of defeat quickly dissipated 
thanks to the generous servings of pasties 
and cakes and some post-match chat with 
the wonderful 1st VII. But don’t be mistaken, 
the Old Girls will return in 2020 with a 
vengeance. And, this time, we’re determined 
to upset the uninterrupted reign of the 1st VII. 

In order to reach our aim, we’ll be opening up 
the team to anyone who would like to play. 
So enlist your partners, your parents, your 
children. If you want to get involved next 
year, put 5th January 2020 in your diary and 
contact Fi Rae at fionarae@hotmail.co.uk 
“We may be old but we will get the gold.” 
Until next year. 

Old Girls’ Netball

20
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College takes the shield

Harry Elias writes: Picture the scene, it’s 
August 2018, the recent victory for the Old 
Boys is fresh in the memory and we are in 
the middle of one of the hottest summers 
on record. The time has come to set the date 
for the 2019 fixture and, as per usual, early 
June is the target. Amidst the heat-wave 
it’s hard to visualize anything other than 
another beautiful sunny day spent beating 
the College XI…. 

Fast forward 300-odd days and the scene is 
slightly different.

The good news is that, through hard work, a 
desire from both sides to play and a little bit 
of luck with the weather, the fixture is going 
ahead as planned, if not as imagined. With 
the threat of rain ever present and estimates 
for the arrival of the weather ranging from 
five minutes to five hours, it was decided to 
reduce the fixture to a 20-aside game. 

Having looked at the pitch, which can only 
be described as “a bit green”, it was clear 
that bowling first was the only choice; and 
that, therefore, the team bowling first might 
have a bit of an advantage. Will South, the 

college captain, won the toss and stuck the 
alumni in to bat. 

A bright and breezy start took the alumni 
to the early 20’s before the first wicket fell. 
Further notable performances from Ed Borton 
(PPA 2010) (20) and Bob Rayner (PPA 
1964) (17), including some glorious shots 
to the boundary, meant that we reached a 
competitive score of 118. 

After a quick turnaround, the College 
XI donned the pads and Gibbens and 
Wortelhock strolled out to bat. Wickets 
proved almost as difficult to come by for the 
alumni as the runs did for the college, with 
some excellent fast bowling coming from 
both ends via Philip Willson (PPA 2017) 
and Justin Avenell (PPA 2018). Cue Lincoln 
Rupesinghe (PPA 1980). A glorious in-dipper 
that moved both in the air and off the pitch 
bamboozled the unfortunate Gibbens and 
the alumni were still in the match. 

Some excellent batting from Wortelhock in 
difficult conditions resulted in a commendable 
half-century which was immediately followed 
by a sporting retirement. Contributions from 
Aspray and South meant that superb bowling 
efforts from Rupesinghe, Hugh Doyle (PPA 
2016) and James Powell (PPA 1988) were not 

quite enough to get the alumni over the line 
and with five balls remaining and rain in the 
air the College XI finished the game in style 
with a massive six from Aspray over long on. 

Ten minutes later, in the safety of the Bury 
Sports Pavilion, happily tucking in to one of 
Carole’s famous brownies and a cup of tea, 
the heavens inevitably opened. The weather 
could not dampen the spirits though and 
another superb Old Boys’ cricket match 
finished with the presentation of the Akers-
Haddon shield by Bob Rayner to the College 
XI skipper, Will South. Deserved recipient of 
the player of the match was A Wortelhock 
after his superb innings. 

Excellent sportsmanship, some great skill 
on display with bat and ball, an appreciative 
crowd of students and alumni, and the OB’s 
fixture was over for another year. Roll on June 
14th 2020 and hopefully some slightly better 
weather.

Old Boys’ Cricket

Alumni sports
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Alumni Sports

September fixture looms

Hannah Rokkas (PPA 2017) is organising 
the 2019 fixture for Friday 6th September. 
Hannah is organising an elite hockey squad, 
recruiting from her peers and the few years 

ahead of her. She is hoping for a stellar result 
before the past pupils return to university for 
their start of term. There has not been Old 
Girls’ hockey for the past two years, so it will 
be really good to get some returnees on the 
new astro. (And possibly recruiting them to 
join in the netball on January 5th too.)

Pumped and proud

Paul Knight (proud parent) writes: For the 
last two seasons, as parents of Prior rugby 
boys, we have made the annual pilgrimage 
to the Rosslyn Park national schools sevens 
tournament to support the team. Many 
international players have attended as 
schoolboys over the years, so it is also an 
opportunity to watch the stars of the future. 
Each year we have gone to the tournament 
with a group of like-minded parents and have 
stayed locally in a nearby hotel. “This is it” 
in rugby terms. The boys talk about it from 
the start of the season. It really is the squad 
they want to be selected for and I know they 
feel enormous pride to be representing the 
school at such a prestigious event. We would 
not miss it for the world.

This year, Prior alumni and parents were invited 
to a drinks reception at The Ship in Wandsworth, 
close to the players’ hotel. The evening was hosted 
by Mr Murphy O’Connor, Mr Rainey and Carole 
Laverick. The following morning all 24 pitches 
were ready and waiting at the Richardson Evans  
Memorial Playing Fields and the place was 
already buzzing with excitement and anticipation. 

In the last few years, Prior has managed to 
secure a marquee adjacent to the main pitch. 
Not only is the marquee fantastic for the boys 
and the spectators, it also acts an excellent 
PR display for the school. 

And so to the games. Match one was against 
Kirkham Grammar School. The game was a 

complete blur and seemed over as quickly 
as it had begun. They were a well-drilled 
outfit and our lack of experience in the 
sevens’ game showed a little. We put up a 
spirited performance but lost 26 - 12. Next 
up was Tonbridge School. Another loss, 33 
- 7. Finally Bedford School: this time we won 
a very close game 22 – 19. The boys and  
the Prior supporters were completely 
overjoyed. We could have won all the games 
if we had played like that. 

The boys came off the pitch pumped and 
proud and judging by the noise the Prior 
contingent were making at the final whistle, 
I think we were too. So, lost two, won 
one. In any normal competition, players 
and supporters would come away from 
that feeling a bit low. Not at Rosslyn. Just 
attending and being able to be part of it all 
is a fantastic experience which will stay with 
the boys for the rest of their lives. Next year’s 
dates: March 23rd to 27th.

Old Girls’ Hockey

Rosslyn Park
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Reunions

Class of 1968

Class of 1999
Members of the class of 1999 met on a glorious day in June to enjoy 
an afternoon tour of College, followed by cream tea in the Mansion. 
In the evening, they convened in town for dinner. Eight turned 
up for the meal as planned: Anthony Osunde, James Haworth, 
Jamie Dawson, Katie Padgett (neé Waters), Ed Sage, Charlie Birts, 
Kristina Kefi (neé Munn) and Chantal Hopper.

Chantal writes: “We had such a great evening, catching up, sharing 
memories and finding out what everyone has been up to - all over 
gin and wine. It was a fabulous night and we are determined not 
to wait 20 years until the next one.”

Class of 2014
Sophie Ward and Anya Matthews organised the five-year reunion 
for the Class of 2014, and the Green Park Tavern, owned and run 
by alumnus, Robbie Tack (PPA 1998), was buzzing with about 30 
returnees . Sophie commented: “It was a great evening, with a lot 
of fun had by all and lots to catch up on. Everyone is excited for 
the future and it was brilliant to see old friends.”

Class of 1968
In May, Mike and Roz Callander hosted a reunion in and around the 
town of Westport in County Mayo. Attending with them were Brian 
and Siobhan Akers, Steve and Sue Sturton-Davies, Tim and Rosenilda  
Heining, Will and Maria Lee, Phil and Margaret Hamerton,  

James Murphy O’Connor, Declan Rainey and Carole Laverick. Mike 
wrote: “We departed on Monday agreeing it had been a special 
weekend where old friendships were deepened and new friendships 
formed.”
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Reunions

Save the date – Plans are being made for a 
50th Anniversary Reunion for the years 1969 and 1970 
over the weekend of 13th/14th June 2020. The intention 
is to have a reunion dinner in Bath on the Saturday, a visit 
the school on Sunday for lunch, followed by Old Boys’ 
Cricket Match. Contact the 1969/1970 year group reps 

Simon Beck (becks_wd13dx@yahoo.co.uk) and  

Tony Bury (tony@tonybury.com).

London farewell to JMOC
A mixture of current and former parents, staff and pupils 

were present at the London drinks held at The Ship, 

Wandsworth, in March 2019. Some took the opportunity 

to say farewell to JMOC, some were there to support 

the players representing Prior at the Rosslyn Park Rugby 

7s, and others were just coming in after work for a quick 

drink and food with their alumni friends. There was a really 

great atmosphere and a good mix of alumni. Those present 

included: Edgar Martin (PPA 1947), Henry Robinson (PPA 

2013), Christina Bovill-Rose (PPA 2012), Miguel Bovill-

Rose (PPA 2013), Lauren Boyer (PPA 2013), James Smith 

(PPA 2013), Theresa Constable-Maxwell (PPA 2013), Joe 

McWilliams (PPA 2011), Anna Klimenko (PPA 2010), Robin 

Roy (PPA 1984), Malcolm Bond (PPA 1995 and current 

staff), Peter O’Donoghue (PPA 1986), Adewale Onabanjo 

(PPA 1984), Paul Bamsey (PPA 1983) and Martin Fowler 

(PPA 1983).

Class of 2008

Classes of 1972 – 74
A pre-Christmas gathering organized by Gerry Thwaites (PPA 1974) 
at the Fire and Stone Restaurant in Covent Garden brought together 
(left to right) Anthony Johnson, Alistair McLeod, Gerry Thwaites (with 
his right-arm outstretched), Peter Pitt , Mark Lunt, Richard Bryson 
and Dominic Eeedle, all leavers from the 1972 – 1974 era. (Not long 
after this get-together, Gerry died suddenly. See obituaries on pages  
35 – 38). 

Class of 1997
Bernadette “Bernie” Mason (PPA 1997) wrote that seven of those 
who left Prior in 1997 (and one from 1996) met up to have a joint 
20th reunion. Louise Holton (neé Green) hosted and attendees 
included Lucy Fisher, Julia Hamilton-Burke (neé Reichwald), Marie-
Claire Meredith, Bernadette Mason, Celia Ball (neé Daldry) and 
Emma Birts. Bernie said they had “a great weekend of celebrating 
and reminiscing. Everyone was saying how much we all still look 
forward to The Gossip Bowl”.
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All the Gossip

1930 - 1939
Brian Taaffe (PPA 1937), having left the forces in 
1951, took his young family over to Canada in 1967 
to become a teacher. Sheila, his daughter, came back 
to live in the UK. Brian passed away very suddenly in 
1982. Earlier this year, Sheila had 48 hours in Bath so 
she visited the school of which he spoke so fondly. We 
found a photo of Brian from 1933. It was the first time 
Sheila had seen her dad without his moustache. There 
were three pages of references in the digital archive 
to his time at Prior, including his victory in the junior 
cross country - no mean feat.

1940 - 1949
When he realised that it was eighty years, almost 
to the day, that he had arrived at Prior Park for the 

“greatest adventure” of his life, Michael Hamerton 
(PPA 1949) was compelled to send us a letter. He 
wrote: “One thinks more and more of the past as one 
ages and physical power diminishes. Our fourteen 
grandchildren always seem to enjoy hearing of the 
war years and particularly of rationing, which is a 
difficult concept to follow for those who can eat when 
hungry. What friends were made during that time - 
and many have been lasting - although forty years 
abroad did mean a good deal of lost contact. Brother 
Burke, however, always kept us in touch, for which 
we all have much to be grateful. With so much family 
activity it is hard to keep up, but Audrey and I also had 
the great privilege of celebrating our diamond wedding 
anniversary, made especially memorable by greetings 
from Her Majesty, the Queen. This was organised with 
great ingenuity by one of our grand-daughters, as we 
had been married in Uganda.”

1950 - 1959
Brian Auty (PPA 1951), 
too ill to return to 
College, was delighted 
with a pre-Christmas 
visit (when you cannot 
come to Prior, we try 
to bring Prior to you) 
and a preview of the 
new, updated Phoenix 
book, in which he is 
featured with Cormac 
and James Murphy-
O’Connor.

Ian Coaten (PPA 1958) has not been back for many 
years and hasn’t seen any magazines for some time, 
so when he looked at the website and joined the 
digital archive site he was amazed. The following day 
he phoned the office “....nearly ran out of ink, 
printing off so many references to myself and Patrick  
Gregory” (his best friend at school). He was deeply 
saddened to hear of the Patrick’s death last year (see 
obituary on pages 35-38 but will be sending in a list of 
people with whom he would like to get back in touch.

Mike England (PPA 1958) was in touch  
having seen the BBC article about Dom  

Balestrazzi’s café closing in Wales (see feature on 
Page 18).

Barbara, widow of Ian Inkster (PPA 1958), recently 
visited the UK from New Zealand. She wanted to give 
the school a painting of the Ball Court that she had 
commissioned for Ian, to remind him of his happy 
times at Prior. She was unable to make it to the school, 
but we were able to collect the painting. Ian came to 
College from Trinidad as a 12-year-old and knew no 
other home, never returning to Trinidad even though 
his mother was there. He moved to New Zealand in his 
twenties. Ian became a journalist and PR consultant, 
and then a university lecturer in those subjects. He 
died in 2004. 

Godfrey Kyte (PPA 1959) came to visit College 
with his son, Tom, and daughter-in-law, Louise. He 
remembered being dropped off for the first time by 
his mother in front of the Mansion at the age of 11, 
both of them crying. A young lad, the same age as 
Godfrey, came over and offered his assistance. They 
became firm friends from that moment. The boy had 
come from Cricklade so was an old hand in Prior Park’s 
ways. Thank you Peter Keenan.

1960 - 1969
Ann, the sister of Dan McInerney (PPA 1960), came 
over from Ireland with a friend and visited College. 
This led to Dan, who lives in Sweden, getting involved 
again, hopefully organising a 60th reunion next year. 

Below: Peter Jones (PPA 1966) visited College 
in June. It was his first return visit in 53 years. He 
recently retired from a busy, self-employed life running 
a recruitment business for the financial and banking 
sector in the Middle East. He wanted to show Liz, his 
wife, his old school in Bath. Much has changed, of 
course, but Peter was astonished to find himself in 
one of the team photos in the new Bury Sports Centre. 
Rugby, hockey and cricket kept him busy and happy in 
his four years at Prior.

Terry Ilott (PPA 1968) reports that, among his year 
group, Peter “Nick” Callow and his wife Sophie are 
still living in North London. For the last several years 
Nick has been working at the John Soane Museum. 

Chris Cutcliffe and his wife Julia are happily settled 
in their new home by the river at East Molesey. The 
property borders the River Mole and they share 
the garden with an assortment of frogs and newts. 
Terry recently had dinner at the Chelsea Arts Club 
with Tim Heining and Peter Rippon. Tim and his wife 
Rosenilda have successfully arranged their lives so 
that they spend half the year in Kew, to be nearer 
their grown-up children, and half in Recife, to keep 
in contact with Rosenilda’s Brazilian family. They are 
now proud grandparents. Peter is still living in New 
York City, with his wife Andrea, but he finds the cold 
winters increasingly bothersome. So bothersome, 
in fact, that they spent last winter in Florida, which, 
weather aside, is not Peter’s favourite state. Peter 
has twin sons, one of whom, Max, is now living in 
Los Angeles determined to make it as an artist, and 
the other, George, is living in Brussels. With Anthea’s 
family in America and Peter’s twin sister, Gina (a 
distinguished scientist) in England, he finds that he 
spends too much times on aeroplanes and too little 
on his beloved bicycles (he has traversed the USA, 
coast to coast, more than once and completed Land’s 
End to John O’Groats umpteen times). Ted Bennitt is 
now working only part-time in the orthodontic practice 
that he built up in the Netherlands. He and his Dutch 
wife Henriette are thinking of buying a holiday home 
somewhere warm and mountainous. Terry himself is 
happily living in North London. He has relinquished his 
role as president of the PPA but is still a member of the 
committee. Finally, John Evans and his wife and Diane, 
now settled in Angmering, Sussex, continue to rotate 
on grandparental duties between Sussex, Cambridge 
and the Midlands.

Above: Philip Sales and “Spike” Colter (both PPA 
1969) recently came back for a visit and enjoyed a look 
around the art department, where they reminisced 
about “Toffee” Palmer and the extraordinary impact 
he had on so many students. He influenced both of 
their career choices. In the chapel, Spike gave name 
to the secret room in the roof void. It was known by 
students as the “Signature Room”, because if you 
ventured up there you had to sign your name as proof 
of your escapade. Philip is hoping to buy a place in Bath 
in the near future. We will see a lot more of him. Spike 
is unable to attend the Mansion lunch this year as he 
is taking time to walk the Camino Trail.
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All the Gossip

1970 - 1979
Kevin Coughlan (PPA 1973) visited College with his 
wife, Vanessa. Although Kevin lives not far away in 
Bristol, this was his first time back in College since 
leaving in 1973. Kevin is, amongst other things, a rugby 
pundit and was surprised, on entering the Bury Sports 
Centre, to see his friend, former Bristol and England 
International Paul Hull, kitted out in a Prior Park track 
suit. He and Paul, head of rugby and Burton house 
master, had a good catch up. 

Charles Beatson (PPA 1974) visited College with 
his son, Callum, and sister, Catherine (pictured below). 
Due to poor health and trouble with his lungs, Charles 
opted to sit in the cool of the Mansion whilst his son 
and sister carried on with a short tour of the school. 
Charles was open and frank about the fact that his 
time at Prior was not a happy one. Desperately 
homesick and not particularly sporty meant he didn’t 
have an easy time of it with the Christian Brothers. He 
found great solace in coming back and sharing the 
experience with his family. (Charles died shortly after 
this visit. See the obituary on page 37.)

Jean-Pascal Orcel (PPA 1974) and his wife came 
back for his first visit to Bath since he was a student 
at Prior in 1974. Storm Callum was raging around 
the college and, popping inside St Paul’s for some 
refuge, they met one of the duty housemasters, John 
Fitzpatrick, who entertained them in the warm and 
invited them back to Mass on Sunday, which they 
duly attended.

Above: Indefatigable archive researcher Paul Kemp 
(PPA 1977) reported recently: “I finally got to Twelve 
Tree Copse CWGC cemetery, the last resting place 
of our fellow PPC alumnus CSM William Coffey of 
1st Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, killed on 22 May, 1915. 
The cemetery is heartbreakingly beautiful at this time 
of year. Coffey was killed leading a counter-attack 
here. Captain Ibrahim Heyratin of the Turkish 27th 
Regiment wrote that the Inniskillings ‘exploded’ out 
of their trench and drove the Turks back. That night 
Coffey’s friends recovered his body and buried it in 
a temporary grave. This was VC stuff but no officer 
witnessed it, so Coffey went unrewarded.”

Below: Alberto Jimenez Collie (PPA 1977) and his 
family arrived from Dominican Republic on a whirlwind 
four-day tour of the UK, which had to include a visit to 
College. He regaled his children with wonderful stories 
of the adventures he and his brothers had at Prior 
in the 1970s. He stood in the Errington corridor and 
tried to describe their terror whenever they had a call 
from home, which meant running the gauntlet through 
the dark, draughty corridor to get to the phone. He 
also told the story of John Clements, who had been 
a teacher at College before he moved onto another 
school, where he perished in a fire. Clements was 
awarded the George Cross for his incredible bravery, 
and the obituary in the Gossip Bowl 1976 (see the 
digital archive) really highlights the esteem in which 
this young man, 
merely 22 years 
old, was held. He is 
another example 
of how teachers 
can make a lasting 
impression on 
pupils. Alberto 
would l ike to 
co n n e c t  w i t h 
some of his peers, 
including Anthony 
Coelho. 

Antonio Alves (PPA 1977) and his wife, Madelaine, 
came to College and to talk about becoming a 
governor, a post he has subsequently accepted. Tony 
recalled a story of the teacher, Mr Guest, who had 
told the class of two Prior boys who had fought for the 
Pope in the mid 1800s. More research will be needed 
to find out who these boys were and to see if they 
need to be added to The Fallen. 

1980 - 1989
Below: Victor Liew (PPA 1981) has written to say that, 
back in June 2018, Jeremy Westoby, “who I had not 
seen in 37 years”, had decided to visit Malaysia, where 
Victor lives. Writes Victor: “We had a rip-roaring 
time reminiscing about our days at Prior in the 1970s 
 – running in the woods, hiding in the cold cellar (ice-
house) down in the valley, cooking baked beans etc. 
After copious amounts of beer and fine single malts 
it was unanimously decided our time at Prior was 
an aberration in the time-space continuum, probably 
never to appear again”. Jeremy is a Gulfstream pilot 
based in Doha.

Tony Jiggins (PPA 1981) brought back his daughter 
Eva (PPA 2017), who had just returned from three 
months travelling around Thailand and was collecting 
her photographic work for her portfolio. Eva is tempted 
to travel to China next but that would depend upon 
university. Eva was the third generation of Jiggins’ to 
have attended PPC. Tony Jiggins Snr (PPA 1952), Tony 
Jiggins Junior (PPA 1981) and Eva (PPA 2017).

Below: Roberto Jimenez (PPA 1981) visited College in 
May. He had travelled from his home in the Dominican 
Republic to show his family - mother, daughter and 
his wife Pam - his old school. They were given the full 
tour and, like many retuning alumni, Bobby saw things 
he’d never seen during his time at Prior; one being the 
Ball Court and another, the Bishop’s Library. Much has 
changed since 1980 but the fabric and the iconic vista 
remain. 2020 will see the 40th anniversary of Bobby’s 
year group and it is hoped to mark the occasion with 
dinner at the college. 
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Emilio Nella (PPA 1982) spent the years 1974 – 
76 at Cricklade, from which he remembers Bros 
Madigan, Early, Ryan, Forysthe and Dolan as well as 
Mr Caffola, the music teacher. He was at College from 
1976 – 1980, the era of Bros Carey, Miller, Cainen, 
Brown and Power, as well as teachers Sydney Ash, 
Tony O’Sullivan and Alan Hall. He left Prior to attend 
sixth-form at St Dunstans College in South London. 
Emilio was great friends with Mark Styche, Tony 
Jiggins, Ian Ong, Damian Cronin, Terry Willatgamua, 
Barry Young and Sean Robinson. He has been married 
to Julie for 33 years and they have six children and 
seven grandchildren. Emilio retired in Jan 2017 from 
his family’s catering equipment, servicing and supply 
business. He says, “Hi to anybody who knew me.”

Simon Archard (PPA 1983) and his wife Sara called 
in. They had travelled from their home in New Zealand 
to visit family in the UK. It was not the first time Sara 
had been to the school: she and Simon got married 
in the chapel. Later, Simon came to the carol service 
with his two grown-up daughters.

Martin Fowler (PPA 1983) visited College in April 
having been to the London drinks at the end of March 
(see story on page 24). He recalled his accidental 
involvement in the infamous safe heist of the 1980s. 
A disgruntled past pupil broke back into College and 
stole the housemaster’s safe, which contained the 
students’ pocket money and passports. Martin found 
out what had happened and persuaded the boy to 
return the passports, as it was nearly the end of term 
and the boys would be stranded without the means 
to travel. It was Martin who took the stolen goods to 
the housemaster. As a consequence, he was taken to 
the police station and cautioned. He has never told 
anyone who was responsible.

Nick Mumar (PPA 1984) is organising a reunion 
for the Class of 1984, 35 years on. It will take place 
in September.

Below: Michael Ng (PPA 1984) was on a family 
holiday from his home in Gatineau, Canada, when 
he decided to spend a day in Bath. His first visit back 
after so many years left him overwhelmed at the 
developments throughout College. He was impressed 
with the technology that is available to students. He 
should know as he is currently working in IT sorting 
out networking for a school in Canada.

Below: Steven van Heesewijk (PPA 1984) and his 
wife Renata, making their annual trip from Brazil to 
visit family, dropped in to College last September. 
This was their first time back in Bath for five years. 
Steven was one of four Brazilian brothers to attend 
Prior. When the Christian Brothers left in 1981, Steven 
followed them to school in Liverpool. The visit was a 
short one as he and Renata had to rush off to meet 
their barge: they had booked four days on the river. 
Steven said he was looking forward to sleeping next 
to open fields with nothing but the odd cow to disrupt 
the view - an experience far removed from the busy 
streets of Sao Paulo.

Below: Steve Brady (PPA 1985) would have loved to 
attend the old boy’s hockey reunion. However, he had 
the final trial that day for the England over 50’s. He 
was sure Alan Hall would understand that he had to 
continue to chase his midlife crisis around an astro!

 

Clare, daughter of Richard ‘Dick’ Gibbons (PPA 
1955), was visiting with Jo Riches (PPA 1986) and 
their families. Dick, his brothers Desmond, Kevin 
and Roderick Gibbons were all pupils in the 1940s 
to 1950s. Clare and Jo, one of the first Prior girls in 
1985/86, met at university in 1986. 

Below: Matthew Hunt (PPA 1985) took a chance 
during February half-term to come to College for the 
first time since leaving. Now living on the south coast, 
he is an expert in all things WW1, so he was very 
interested in the research that gone into finding The 
Fallen of Prior Park. 

John Cooke (PPA 1986) recently celebrated 25 years 
since his ordination.

Patrick Nwagbogu (PPA 1987) came in with his wife 
to have another look around for his children, who start 
at The Paragon in September. Patrick and his family 
have moved out of North London to live in Somerset.

Suzannah Angelo-Sparling (PPA 1987) had a 
fabulous holiday over Christmas and New Year in New 
Zealand, finishing off with a great four days in Sydney 
with Jo Horton (neé Hall, PPA 1987). The highlight had 
to be doing the Harbour Bridge climb despite it being 
wet and rainy! She had Ben Moorhouse (PPA 1987) 
to stay last November, when he brought his vintage 
mobile cinema to Bath for a four-day booking. It was, 
says Suzannah, a great chance to catch up.

Above: Gabriel Wong (PPA 1988), with his family 
Loretta, Charlotte, Sophie and his brother Mickie (PPA 
1991), visited College last June. Gabriel’s memory of 
how he came to be at Prior rather beggars belief. 
He thought he was coming on holiday. His brother 
wanted to come too, on what they thought was to 
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be an adventure in the UK. Mum travelled with them, 
having signed them up to start at Prior. Unfortunately, 
Mum didn’t realise that Cricklade and Bath were not 
on the same site. She couldn’t go to both places at 
once, so she got off at Swindon with Mickie and left 
Gabriel with a fifth-former who would take him on to 
Bath on his own. Completely unfazed by this, Gabriel 
was met by Mr Moran, who made him welcome and 
showed him the room he was to share with the boys 
who remain his firm friends to this day. Gabriel and 
Mickie work in the family business in Hong Kong, 
retailing high-end watches and jewellery. Gabriel 
and his wife are now looking to send their two girls 
to a British or Australian school for their secondary 
education.

Below: Ho Fai “Sean” Lam (PPA 1988) and his 
wife Julia were travelling from their home in Florida, 
where Sean works in real estate, and decided to spend 
one of their nine days in the UK visiting College. He  
spoke fondly of his time at Prior. His favourite memory 
is of Denis Clarke getting the boarders up one night 
to run up and down the valley in punishment for 
someone’s misdemeanour. Getting back to Roche 
house at 2am, the students fell into their beds 
exhausted and sweaty. There was never any nonsense 
after that. Sean says he totally respected that level 
of discipline. 

Peter Donnelly (PPA 1989) came back to Prior last 
October to reconnect with the College’s surroundings 
and to show his daughter Sophie where he studied 
almost 30 years ago. It was a real family day out as 
Sarah, his wife, was there too. Peter was able to show 
them his name on the board listing all the former head 
boys and head girls with their respective deputies. 
Peter was keen to talk about arrangements for this 
year’s 30th anniversary reunion. 

Steve Taylor (PPA 1989), back from Melbourne for 
a brief visit, literally ran into College for five minutes 
on the Portico to look at “that” view.

Below: Penny Turnbull (neé Nicholl, PPA 1989) 
came to College with her daughter Mimi for the 11-
plus taster day.

Below: Jamie Reid (PPA 1989) visited College to talk 
about rugby and the upcoming reunion for the 30-year 
anniversary of Class of 1989. Jamie (pictured below 
with fellow PPA Stephen Power and Adam Dowdle) is 
passionate about sport, particularly rugby, and his 
old school. He was at the Rosslyn Park tournament in 
March and back again for the reunion in July. 

1990 - 1999
Below: Joseph “Damian” Lacey (PPA 1990), with his 
wife Bronwin and his sons, came from a blistering 
Californian summer to an equally blistering English 
summer last year. Damian and Bronwin had not been 
back for 10 years and wanted to show their boys the 
quaint English school that their father, grandfather 
and great uncles all attended. Prior is so different from 
the 3,600-student high school they have attended. 
Joseph experienced his first British pint of beer - a 
coming-of-age ritual that he would not be able to 
experience legally in the USA until he was 21. It was 
much appreciated. Damian is happy in Silicon Valley, 
where he has worked for 13 years. 

Mickie Wong (PPA 1991) visited the College in July 
2018 with his children and cousin. Mickie had not 
been back for many years and was impressed with the 
changes and also impressed that much had remained 
the same. Declan Rainey, the Development Director, 
guided them around the College and tried selling the 
school to Mickie’s daughter. Let’s see! 

Below: Philip Buljan-Law (PPA 1992) made his 
first visit back for many years. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, were down in Bath for the weekend. Philip 
told inspirational stories from his time at Prior. The 
most memorable visiting speaker, he said, was a 
former politburo member who spoke about Russian 
economics. This talk, organised by former economics 
teacher Tony O’Sullivan, was a turning point in Philip’s 
life, sparking an interest that has never left him. Other 
stories – of yellow and pink punishment slips, the state 
of the old swimming pool and how the fire of 1991 
really started – made the visit especially memorable.

Below: Anthony Neylan (PPA 1993) sent a photo of 
himself and Vicky Flood (PPA 1998). He found out 
last year that they had spent most of 2017 working 
in the same building, almost next door to each other. 
Vicky is just finishing a tour as the adjutant of 32nd 
Regiment Royal Artillery and Anthony is commanding 
officer of 47th Regiment Royal Artillery. It is, indeed, 
a small world. 



29The Gossip Bowl

Below: Alfred Chan (PPA 1993) wrote that he felt 
 “extremely blessed” to be appointed as the technical 
officer for FIH World Cup gold medal match between 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 

“It was an amazing experience for me. Apart from 
the Olympics, this is the highest event in hockey and 
it was an honour to be appointed after only nine years 
of technical officiating in international level.” Alfred 
added: “Who would have thought, after all those cold 
spring afternoons so many years ago up at the top 
fields playing school hockey, that I would have the 
chance to be involved in the Men’s World Cup? I still 
remember the first time I got picked by Alan Hall to 
play for the 1st team for the very last game. I was in 
Lower 5 and I thought I had reached the top of my 
hockey career.” He hopes that all the boys and girls 
studying at Prior now realise that the should never be 

“too afraid to dream, no matter in your career or other 
hobbies/sports, you will never know what you will 
achieve unless you give it your best shot”. 

Paul Bennett (PPA 1993) came to College in January, 
bringing with him a party of six work colleagues who 
were visiting from overseas.

Below: Passing through Bath in February, Dominic 
Campbell (PPA 1993) thought he’d stop by and see 
his old school. During a tour of College, Dominic met 
Clifford Housemaster and PPC old boy, Malcolm Bond 
(PPA 1995), who is also a friend of the family. Mr Bond, 
as he is now known, was taking a class in the Round 
Room and was delighted to be interrupted. Dominic, 
who lives in Romsey, owns The Association of Master 
Tradesmen. 

Jemma Crawley (PPA 1994) and David Winterflood 
came in from the Paragon PTA to talk about working 
together to ensure that not only the students adapt 
well into PPC life but the parents do too. Jemma 
is currently a year rep for the Paragon as well as a 
Prior alumna so has a vested interest in ensuring the 
transition is well handled.

The passion for Africa that Vince Mehers (PPA 
1994) has had ever since a school trip to Tanzania, 
has led him to devote his entire life to improving and 
empowering the lives of children and the communities 
of Southern Africa, especially in the Great Limpopo 
conservation area. He is now offering gap-year 
students an opportunity with Friends of Mutale. To 
know more visit www.aspect-africa.com 

Current student Thalia Harward (Lower 5 English) 
comes to Prior from Abu Dubi and was recently asked 
to return to her old school to perform in an opera. The 
opera was so successful that it was awarded a prize. 
Even more amazingly, it was written by Prior alumna, 
Hannah Conway (PPA 1995). 

Sam Yang (PPA 1995) visited College in June 2018 and 
had a full tour of the school. He was back in the UK to 
celebrate the 80th birthday of his former headmaster 
at Cricklade, John Bogie.

Above: Whitney Luxton (PPA 1995) husband Gareth, 
and children Max and Freddie were on a whistle-stop 
tour of the UK from Sydney, Australia. It was the first 
time that Whitney had come back to College since 
leaving. She spent only two years at Prior before her 
parents moved back to Australia. But she loved her 
time at College and she had been heartbroken to 
leave. Whitney and Gareth run their own business in  
the construction industry. On the walkabout of 
College they ran into Malcolm Bond (PPA 1995), 
housemaster of Clifford and teacher. He recognised 
her immediately.

Below: Stephanie Lane (neé Johnson, PPA 1995) 
accompanied her daughter Amelie for the 11-plus 
taster day in October 2018. Stephanie noted how 
much everything had changed since her time at 
College. She found it emotionally draining (in a good 
way) and wondered how it happened that she was old 
enough to have a daughter starting secondary school.

Sally Barker (neé Price, PPA 1995) and the family 
were visiting the College in the half term. Son Henry 
(current student) was not impressed to be at school 
during the holidays, but his grandparents were visiting 
from Germany and it was a perfect afternoon to look 
around the chapel as the sunbeams pierced through 
the quiet stillness of the ancient building.

Jonathan Harris (PPA 1996) visited College to show 
his son around, with a view to possible entry.

Right :  Georgina 
Burdus (neé Dunn, 
PPA 1996)  came 
with her parents to 
have a quick look 
around the college, 
to see where Uncle 
Tim (PPA 1995) got 
married. George was 
enjoying a couple of 
days catching up with 
old school friends in 
Bath, including Nancy 
Gardner (neé Baker) 
and Amy Hubbard 
(neé Hjaltun).

Jo Matthews (neé O’Donnell, PPA 1997) came to 
College with her two boys, James and Angus, and her 
parents. Visiting from Australia and taking a break 
from her master’s in teaching, Jo was on a whirlwind 
tour of the UK trying to catch up with relatives and 
friends. It was twenty-one years since her last visit 
and she wanted to show her children where she 
studied, where she slept as a boarder in St Mary’s 
and finally the chapel. She regaled them with stories 
of school life with her cousins, Kirstie (PPA 1998), 
Euan (PPA 2000) and Elspeth Brown (PPA 2003) 
and Fiona Thompson (PPA 1997). She recalled that it 
was “lovely to have that family experience when you 
are living as a boarder”.
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Jonathan Cotton (PPA 1998) is now a training 
captain with Easyjet, which means as well as being a 
regular captain he is also an airborne instructor and 
examiner. Working out of Bristol, he is delighted to 
be living back in Bath. His children are attending The 
Paragon.

Ruth Fielding (neé Westwood, PPA 1998) has just 
started a new job as senior lecturer in TESOL and 
language education at Monash University. This has 
required the family to move from Sydney to just 
outside Melbourne. Ruth says that they are “really 
enjoying a little bit of countryside”.

Below: Anthony Osunde (PPA 1999) and his family 
recently visited the college from Nigeria. Back in the 
day, he was a school prefect and deputy head of 
Roche House. Twenty years ago, along with a group 
of friends, he raised a handsome amount of money 
for the Imperial Cancer Research Fund (as it was 
known then) and the Sir David Osunde Foundation 
(SDOF) for the physically and mentally challenged 
in Nigeria. The foundation has been going strong for 
26 years, providing educational grants, medical and 
support items (wheelchairs etc), vocational training 
and residential accommodation. Anthony works for 
Swedish international engineering company Alfa Laval 
as head of business development, Africa. 

Andy Owen (PPA 1999) visited the college in June. 
As he walked from the front gates to the Mansion, 
memories, he said, “flooded back”: the aroma of 
Chinese spices reminded him of the boarding house 
and the overseas students cooking up noodles; the 
students lining up to go into the science block for 
lessons and other students ambling along the road 
towards the different departments, seemingly in no 
hurry. Andy had just handed in his notice at Boston 
Scientific so that he can have more time with his 
young family. They still live locally, on the outskirts 
of Bath. He is looking forward to celebrating the 20-
year reunion at the end of June and starting a new 
chapter in his life with, he says, “an open mind and 
heart”. Below: Andy Owen. 

2000 - 2009
Hanna Gerrish (neé Walker, PPA 2000) lives in Usk 
with her husband Gavin and their boys, Milo (5) and 
Evan (2). She works as an occupational therapist at 
the Royal Gwent Hospital in Newport, specialising 
in A&E.

Charlie Boyce (PPA 2000), who is teaching in Spain, 
often speaks passionately to her students about 
where she went to school. So much so, a couple of 
them came over to see for themselves where their 
favourite teacher grew up.

Tom Hayward (PPA 2001) joined the ranks of the 
alumni choir last December for the first time in five 
years. He was very sad to read the news of Pamela 
Rose’s passing in the recent Gossip Bowl. She had 
taught him French for GCSE and A-level, and he says 
that without her teaching, enthusiasm and good 
humour he wouldn’t be where he is today. Thomas 
frequently uses French in his day-to-day role at PwC, 
working in global mobility tax services. 

Below: David Fraser (PPA 2002) is just about to be 
deployed for seven months to Estonia. He and Vicky 
Flood (PPA 1998) are both in the army and met quite 
by accident. They started dating before they realised 
they are both PPAs. A couple of days in Bath before 
deployment gave them the opportunity to walk back 
through time. Finding themselves in the same school 
photo from 1998 caused much amusement. 

Below: Rachel Wright (neé Crellin, PPA 2002) 
popped into College after a visit to the gardens 
with her husband, Alex, and seven-month old son, 
Finlay. Rachel, who has an art degree, wanted to take 
some photos of the grounds as the basis for some 
new paintings. Life is very busy, she says, and she 
still works occasionally for Sciencescope, with Alex 
and her father David, who founded the company. 

Sciencesope designed an accessible introduction to 
computer coding for school students. Alex and Rachel 
also have two girls, aged 3 and 5. 

Jessica Baker (PPA 2002) was awarded an MBE 
in the June 2019 Queen’s birthday honours list. She 
said: “It is an honour and privilege to have been 
awarded an MBE. The whole Provenance team work 
tirelessly on a joint mission to see an improvement 
in global supply chains - driving a change towards 
transparency, accountability and sustainability. We 
are at the beginning of a very long road, but there is 
a growing movement which is very much taking us in 
the right direction. It means a huge amount to me that 
this movement is being recognised.” 

Above: Nostalgia brought Rosie Trevillion (PPA 
2003) back from Cornwall to visit College with 
her partner. Now living off-grid as a self-employed 
gardener and writer, Rosemary sent a note after her 
visit, saying “I felt so much warmth and nostalgia. I 
always felt so privileged attending Prior Park”. Rosie 
spent seven years in the ambulance service as a 
paramedic, then took a sabbatical, travelling to South 
America, where she worked on a non-mechanized 
farm, entirely off-grid. “Returning to the consumerist 
life style was impossible for me,” she says. “I ended 
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up working with people with learning disabilities on 
an eco-community farm on the Helford river, Cornwall, 
supporting people with animal care and horticulture. 
I moved from there to youth work, where I helped 
rehabilitate 16 -18 years olds with drug and alcohol 
addiction.” She says that one of her funniest memories 
from Prior was the one and only time she and her 
friends “busted out of St. Mary’s after lights out” to 
get chocolate from the vending machine. They were 
caught by Miss Cummins.

Joey Wheeler (PPA 2004) visited College in January 
to consider it as his wedding venue.

Simon Williams (PPA 2004) and his friend Nalini 
recently visited from Australia. Simon is working in the 
finance department of an energy company based in 
Melbourne, where he has been for the last two years, 
having moved from Indonesia. He was happy to come 
back to Bath to visit family and to catch up with Prior 
friends.

James Harding (PPA 2005) married Liz Telford 
last Christmas, followed by an “idyllic” honeymoon 
in Argentina. Congratulations.

Below: Sophie Allman (neé Campbell, PPA 2006) 
took three weeks off from her job in the NHS to get 
married in May to Jack Allman. They spent their 
honeymoon in Mauritius. Many congratulations.

Below: In April, Emily Bradley (PPA 2006) gave 
a free concert in Frome with all donations going to 
Mercy in Action. She performed arias from Mozart, 
Donizetti, Puccini and Verdi. Emily recently took the 
role of Ophelia in Ambroise Thomas’ Hamlet at the 
National Theatre of Plezan in the Czech Republic. She 
regularly performs concerts in the UK, Martinique, 
Bratislava and Prague.

Also contributing to Mercy in Action is Laura 
Waterhouse (neé Beardsley, PPA 2006), who plans 
to get students to take off their shoes on the last day 
of term and donate them to the Philippines, where 
school kids struggle to get shoes. 

David Leach (PPA 2006) has been the driving force 
behind fundraising in memory of classmate Laura 
Hughes, who died in 2016. Laura was a musical girl 
and her friends have raised money towards music 
lessons for a pupil in need. A current student has 
shown great talent on the recorder and head of 
music, Roland Robertson, organised a masterclass 
for her with a renowned local musician, who was 
so impressed she offered to give her lessons at a  
vastly reduced rate. This student will receive the first 
lessons donated in memory of Laura. She will be 
performing at the Leavers’ Concert in the summer of 
2020, when Laura’s friends and family will be invited 
to attend. 

Becky Mora Chirinos (neé Bowles, PPA 2007) 
recently got married to former staff member, 
Francisco Mora Chirinos. Congratulations.

Danielle Le Vaillant (neé Waving, PPA 2008) 
recently married Henri Le Vaillant. Congratulations.

Right: Marcelo 
Aldape (PPA 
2008) and his 
fiancé visited 
College after he 
had been to an 
MBA interview 
at Bath University. 
He current ly 
lives in Monterey, 
Mexico,  and 
works with an HR 
consultancy firm. 
He was delighted 
to run into Dr Rob Trott, who remembered him even 
though Marcelo was only at Prior for two years. 

Below: Joss Goulding (PPA 2008) performed at the 
Gig for Guy. His haunting rendition of Clair du Lune on 
classical guitar had the Julian Slade theatre totally 
enraptured. Joss is now working in Portugal.

Also performing at the gig was George Howlett (PPA 
2009). He said that Guy had influenced, supported 
and encouraged him throughout his time at Prior with 
legendary sessions of guitar playing which never 

stayed within the parameters of the lesson times or 
any formalised pattern. This suited George perfectly.

Dan Billig (PPA 2009) visited College with his 
mother and girlfriend. He is working in HK and is keen 
to set up an alumni network there.

2010 - 2019
Leonie Walter (PPA 2010) came with her boyfriend of 
eight years to show him the college that she attended 
for a year in sixth-form. Having just completed her 
masters in Munich, she was taking some time out 
before returning to Germany to look for a job. 

Louis Archer (PPA 2011) has been offered a training 
contract with law firm Irwin Mitchell, starting in 2020 
in their Southampton office. He is currently working 
at Clarke Willmott in Bristol. He says he still plays the 
sax when he get a chance but is “more of a hobbyist 
these days now I’m working 9-5”. 

Rachel Scott (PPA 2011) is now a junior doctor in 
Gloucester.

James Indoe (PPA 2011) ran the London marathon 
this year, raising money for HCPT, the pilgrimage trust.

James Waving (PPA 2011) got married in June. 
Congratulations!

Above: Frazier Christie (PPA 2011) says “it’s 
been an exciting but also frustrating few years for 
me. Since the start of this Olympic cycle I’ve been 
training in the GB squad as one of eight scullers. The 
team for a world championship is made up of seven, 
so I’ve been battling to earn my spot on the plane 
to Tokyo in 2020. In 2017, I was the spare for the 
Rowing World Championships in Sarasota in Florida, 
which meant I travelled with the team but wasn’t 
yet within that top seven spot. It was an awesome 
experience and gave me motivation to train even 
harder. This year, however, I had a bit of a medical 
setback. I had an issue with atrial fibrillation, which 
would occasionally send my heart into an irregular 
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rhythm - sometimes up to 240 beats per minute, 
without exercise! This didn’t particularly help with 
training. Luckily, it’s a fairly common condition in 
athletes and I’m not the first rower in the GB system 
to have the issue, so the medical team knew what to 
do. I was referred for surgery. This meant that I had 
to move back to training at my club in Henley while 
the rest of the team raced the World Cup Series and 
World Championships through the summer. I had 
the operation at the beginning of August last year 
and all went well. I’ve had no problems since and I’m 
working hard to get fit and get back into the GB squad 
at the start of this season. I really believe that with 
medical issues out the way this will be a huge year for 
me and I have my sights set on a medal at the 2019 
World Championships, which is also the Olympic 
qualification regatta.” 

But – there’s always a “but” – Frazier needs 
sponsorship. He gets a grant through National Lottery 
funding but it’s not enough to cover his monthly 
expenses. If he wants to go to the Olympics, he needs 
to be able to train full-time rather than rushing off 
to a job in the afternoons to pay his bills. If there is 
a generous alumnus out there... he doesn’t need a 
lot of money. 

Joe Barron-Snowdon (PPA 2012) sang carols in Bath 
last Christmas and managed to raise £246, with half 
the money going to a pancreatic cancer charity in 
tribute of former parent Begona Bovill Rose and half 
to Mind in tribute of Sinead Maya (PPA 2010). 

Below: Hannah Park (PPA 2012) is studying at Bath 
Uni for an MBA, with a view to travelling to Singapore 
to work in education. She recalls that when she first 
moved out to Hong Kong she met with a financial 
adviser at her bank who turned out to be a past pupil 
too! What are the chances? She visited College with 
her friend Jose from Costa Rica, who was blown away 
by the school, especially the facilities in the sports 
centre.

Liall Medina (PPA 2013) is running one of the UK’s 
toughest marathons to assist the villages of Dzita – 
Agbledomi, by putting in place development projects 
including health care, sanitation, education etc. 

George Hopkins (PPA 2013) was helping with 
publicity for his brother Jack’s six-week row across the 
Atlantic, raising money for multiple sclerosis research 
(see feature on page 16.)

Below: Hattie Seaton (PPA 2013) was one of 
four actors from The Tribe Theatre Collective who 
performed a “taut, razor-sharp” and award-winning 
adaptation of Dostoyevsky’s classic Crime and 
Punishment. 

Alexandra McWilliams (PPA 2013) and her parents 
had friends staying from the USA and wanted to show 
them the college in the glorious sunshine. Wandering 
around brought back so many stories and memories 
for Alex, who had seen many of her Prior classmates 
recently at their five-year reunion.

Markos “Mark” Murmanov (PPA 2013) and Cherie 
Cheung (PPA 2012) visited College together in August 
2018. Mark was headhunted from Nespresso in 2017 
and has now joined the management team of 
Stonegate Pubs in Bristol, working with a very young 
team. Cherie only came to College for one year in the 
sixth-form but loved every minute of it. She remembers 
Kate McCarey (former St Mary’s housemistress) 
checking that Cherie and Anna Sarkany understood 
instructions. The girls often had to reply that honestly 

they had not understood, so the ever-patient Kate 
would repeat it all again. It all paid off because Cherie 
has graduated with an environmental engineering 
degree from California and is now working at Disney 
on air quality. Below: Markos and Cherie.

Mollie Roberts (PPA 2014) has got a new job in 
personnel in Ascot.

Below: Nick Park (PPA 2014) has just graduated 
from the University of Manchester with a first-class 
degree in computer science, having won the Edwards 
Prize  (awarded to the student who performed with 
distinction in examinations, laboratory work and 
projects relating to computer engineering). In 2017, 
Nick did a 12-month placement as a software engineer 
at Morgan Stanley, and now works at Google as a 
software engineer on the Android Google Search App.

Harriet Rouse (PPA 2014) joined the school staff 
in September 2018 to teach theology. She has since 
accepted a job at Monkton Combe Prep school, 
teaching History and RE, beginning this September.

Elizabeth “Rosie” McNiff (PPA 2014) started 
working at College in September 2018 in the music 
department. She is taking her PGCE while in post. Her 
father, Tony McNiff, was the bursar at Prior for five 
years.

Tom Morrison (PPA 2014) came back with another 
Bath Uni student, who needed an insight into 
Georgian architecture. Ever-helpful, Tom offered to 
show him around his old school. His friend was rather 
blown away. Tom is now employed by Hawk-eye in 
a job that will involve travelling for up to six months 
worldwide. Thereafter, he will be based at their office 
in Basingstoke. 
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Abraham Unwin (PPA 2015) had a good reason 
for not making the year-group rep meeting: he was 
working for a safari company in Nairobi, assisting the 
conservation and sustainability manager. Abe, who’s 
sister Evie (PPA 2019) took on the role of PPA sixth-
form liaison for 2018-2019, is going over to Nairobi 
for a year, so Abe has promised not only to make 
the next year-group rep meeting, but also maybe the 
alumni golf. 

Alistair Addley (PPA 2015), the PPA Music Award 
winner of 2015, is still making music. Check him out 
on Facebook.

Below: Lucia-Rose Durham (PPA 2015) came 
to College with her mum to collect photography 
workbooks before going back to Cardiff Uni to do her 
second year studying Spanish and Italian. In 2019, Lulu 
will be travelling as part of the course. Lulu’s family 
are in Italy and she wants to work in Milan, perhaps 
followed by a stint in Spain.

Below: Jamie Lam (PPA 2015) is currently at 
Swansea University doing a masters in material 
science and contemplating a doctorate in engineering. 
He recently visited College and found the changes to 
the new sixth-form area, the art and design faculty 
and the new sports centre “incredible”. His first port of 
call was the music department to see his former flute 
teacher, Jennie Mason Smith, who was delighted to 
hear that he had not only continued to play but had 
achieved two music diplomas. 

Below: Oscar Thynne (PPA 2015) and his girlfriend 
Alice visited College during the Easter holidays. 
Having completed his degree, Oscar now has a 
position at Sussex University. He is hoping to come 
back for more music events at College and perhaps 
the Alumni Choir in December. 

Harry Smith (PPA 2016) wrote to tell us that in 
August 2018 he and Will Ford (PPA 2016) cycled the 
three peaks to raise money for The Climate Group. 
The event involved over 500 miles of cycling as well 
as climbing the tallest mountains in Scotland, England 
and Wales over the course of a week. 

Theo Elwell (PPA 2016) has been awarded the 
Trinity College London scholarship with the Old Royal 
Naval College Chapel Choir under Ralph Allwood. 

Below: Now studying at the Royal Welsh College of 
Music & Drama, Georgie Fellows (PPA 2016) took 
part in a special performance to celebrate the Prince 
of Wales’s 70th birthday. She had the honour to meet 
him after the event. She was also part of the Sam 
Wanamaker festival at the Globe Theatre in London, 
performing a scene from Hamlet.

Saskia Chapman (PPA 2016) has achieved a first 
in medical science at the University of Exeter. She 
starts a graduate medicine course in September. 
Congratulations to Saskia.

Zhiyang “Joseph” Zhong (PPA 2016) came back to 
meet his teachers before going back to Uni. He was 
seen with Amy Colqhuon, Laura Young, Mike Blaikley 
and Peter Stroud.

George Rebello (PPA 2017) came back to perform in 
Gig for Guy with his brother Jacques. They rocked the 
stage commemorating the unforgettable contribution 
that Guy Harrup made to College.

Matthew Wainwright (PPA 2017) has been made 
a choral scholar at Trinity College, Dublin. Many 
congratulations.

Nia Kile (PPA 2018) has been awarded a choral 
scholarship to St Chad’s College Chapel Choir.

Hannah Smith (PPA 2018) did not have the best 
start to her gap year, with chronic mouth ulcers 
leading to a diagnosis of coelic disease. She has 
had to acclimatize to a completely different diet. 
Then, while working in Tesco stacking shelves to put 
together enough money for her travels, she tripped 
over a box of wheat Ryvitas, in the process breaking 
her wrist in a complex fracture. It didn’t end there: 
when she eventually travelled to Vietnam she got ill 
over there. Hopefully she is on the road to recovery 
and will enjoy her time when she goes to Nottingham 
Trent University to study fashion. 

Below: Jake Overton and Alfie Hiscock (both PPA 
2018) came to watch cricket and catch up with heads 
of sixth form Amy Colquhoun and Laura Young. Jake 
has just completed his first year of uni studying 
ancient history and is enjoying not only the diversity 
of the course but a good social life with the university 
rugby team. Alfie, who is just back from travelling 
around Vietnam, is working until he starts university in 
September, studying landscape architecture in Leeds.

Below: Rosalie Luff (PPA 2020) who left in Upper 5 
came back to visit. Teachers and her contemporaries 
were delighted to see her back as she was rehearsing 
for her part in Bath Young Musician.



34 www.priorparkalumni.com

All The Gossip

Celia Duque Medina loves living in Singapore. 

Rachel Owens, who taught history at Prior, has been 

Headmistress at St George’s, Weybridge since 2016. 

Rachel was delighted to appoint Harriet Suenson-

Taylor (neé Owen, PPA 2003), recently to her RS 

Department, and to catch up with James Drohan (PPA 

2002) who played in the band at the St George’s Gala 

Ball! David Hope published a second book in 2018: 

West Cornwall Vol 2 all about climbing. 

Gerard Kilroy visited the College in June 2018 and 

gave us an update on The Polish Partnership Trust, 

which set off from Prior in December 1989. There were 

twelve sixth-formers in the minibus, accompanied by 

a 16-ton lorry loaded with medical supplies, driven 

by Wilfred Hammond. It was a long journey. In the 

following year, David Hathaway, a Prior parent, kindly 

drove his articulated lorry all the way to Krakow, 

filled with the same mixture of products and some 

specialised needles from Swindon to help a doctor 

who dealt with bacterial meningitis in children. By then 

the venture had received financial support from a trust 

run by two Prior Park alumni. A further detachment 

of pupils went in 1991, and there was a return visit 

by a group of pupils from the Presentation Convent. 

 “The priest who welcomed us then to the 

Presentation Convent, where we left our supplies 

of soap, baby-milk powder, oranges, medicines and 

clothes, is now an auxiliary bishop of Krakow, Bishop 

Grzegorz Rys,” reports Gerard. “Krakow is now a bright 

and colourful city, much restored thanks to European 

money. The new Polish Ambassador in London, 

Arkady Rzegocki, is a constitutional historian from 

the Jagiellonian University here, and his wife, Jolanta 

Rzegocka, is my closest colleague at the Ignatianum. 

They are trying to improve attitudes among the British 

public towards the Polish community in Britain, where 

the debt owed to Polish armed forces in the Second 

World War seems largely forgotten. 

“Having been a visiting professor in the department 

of English at University College London since 

2009, I have now been appointed a professor in 

the department of English Philology in the Jesuit 

University Krakow, and made a senior research 

fellow at Campion Hall, Oxford. Some alumni might 

be interested to know that my third book, a biography 

of the Jesuit martyr, Edmund Campion: A Scholarly Life, 

originally published by Ashgate, in 2015, will soon 

be in paperback (published by Routledge), and so 

more affordable. Details of the other books are on 

the UCL website. I have been lecturing in Krakow on 

Shakespeare in an Age of Faith.” Gerard would love to 

hear from his former students.

Steve Capon visited the College in July 2018 with 

his wife Louise before starting his new position 

working with Martin Knights in Malaysia. Dr Giles 

Mercer and his wife Caroline came to view the art 

installation commemorating The Fallen Prior Park 

pupils in conflict. Giles continues to keep occupied 

with not only learning German but also learning to play 

the piano. He is constantly in touch with past pupils 

and staff and is a wealth of information. Paul Fisher 

came to College to promote the Fisher Road Relay’s 

30 year anniversary and raise funds for the Emergency 

Bursary Appeal. Rory Fox’s wife, Maggie, and four boys 

arrived in the middle of afternoon tea just before the 

support staff broke for the Easter weekend. Rory was 

not present, but they had ‘lived in’ for a couple of years 

and felt nostalgic enough to pop in on the off chance 

of having a look around. 

Richard Wells came back for a catch up with the 

common room members that he worked with for some 

30 years. The numbers are dwindling because like 

him, many have retired. He looked extremely well and 

enjoyed a catch up with a coffee in the staff room, 

confessing to having some nerves coming back in case 

no one recognised him. Ridiculous because he walked 

in and was greeted like a returning hero. 

Vic Ferguson, who taught biology at Prior from 1955 

to 1988, inspired many students to go on to be doctors 

and veterinary surgeons. He died in 2015, aged 85.  

A plaque in memory of him was unveiled outside the 

biology laboratory in October 2018. It was unveiled 

by Vic’s widow, Gwenda, and his daughter, Julia, who 

were shown around Vic’s former laboratory by Dr 

Trott, head of biology. The laboratory was refurbished 

in 2016 with money raised by past pupils who wanted 

a permanent reminder of what Vic’s students, led 

by Geoff Ferreira (PPA 1964) thought of him. The 

plaque reads “Dedicated to Mr. V. I. Ferguson Head of 

Science, Biology and Careers from September 1955 to 

July 1988. An inspirational teacher and a fine cricketer. 

Funded by past pupils in his honour.”

Below: Denis Brophy (former staff) visited College in 

September 2018 on the occasion of his 80th birthday. 

His two daughters came with him and they all enjoyed 

a trip down memory lane. Denis was a science teacher 

at Prior in the mid-1960s. Amongst his colleagues 

at the time would have been Vic Ferguson, Ronald 

‘Toffee’ Palmer and Mostyn Thomas.

Former staff news
Gwenda and Julia Ferguson with JMOC 

and Dr Trott, head of biology
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Michael Morgan (PPA 1940)

Michael Harry Morgan, born 
in 1923, was the pilot in one 
of 13 mid-range bomber 
crews assigned to join 104 
Squadron in Italy. Only three 
survived. His father had said 
that, should Michael be killed 
in the war, he would have one 
of the unfinished columns 
at the back of the school 
chapel carved in his memory. 
Michael said, “If I survive you 
can do it in thanksgiving.” 

At the end of the war, Michael applied to 
stay in the RAF. Unaware of this, his mother 
told him how hard she had prayed for his 
survival and how glad she was that he 
would never fly again. Rather than break 
her heart, he got demobbed. 

After qualifying as an architect and town 
planner, Michael married and got a job in 
Manchester. Shortly after the birth of his 
daughter Louise, he started a two-year 
contract in Uganda, where a second child, 
Henry, was born. Michael only left Uganda 
(after 22 years) because friends were 
disappearing during the atrocity years of 
Idi Amin. He then spent 18 years in Kuala 
Lumpur before moving to Brunei.

Two months before his 87th birthday, 
suffering from cancer, he was forced into 
retirement and moved to Cyprus, the 
closest to the cold of England he was 
prepared to be. On his 90th birthday, 
friends and family joined him from 
Australia, Asia, Europe and North America 
for a week of celebration. To Michael, 
friendship was something from the heart 
to care for others. It had nothing to do 
with creed, colour, age, money or status. 
His friendships were legion.

Michael’s faith was central to his  
being. Wherever he lived the local  
Catholic community was an important part 
of his life. 

Timothy Cox 
(PPA 1955)

Tim gained entry to Prior by 
scholarship and during his time 
at the school he developed his 
keen sporting interests and the 
foundations of his faith. After 
national service, he worked in 
engineering, then progressed 
to trading commodities and 
account operations. He married 
Elizabeth and not long after 
they moved to Billingshurst, 
West Sussex, where they lived 
for over 40 years, raising six children. 

Tim lived an exemplary life. One of his proudest achievements was 
being a co-founder of The Help Uganda Trust, which supported the 
St Michael’s Children’s Home in Kampala. 

Tim liked people, had great charm, wonderful conversation and an 
exceptionally dry sense of humour. He died at the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital in October last year, aged 81. He will be sadly 
missed by his family and friends, including Prior contemporaries 
Denis Headon and Peter Calnan, both of whom attended the funeral. 

Matthew Hayes (PPA 1940)

Canon Mattie Hayes died in April, aged 94. Mattie 
came to Prior from Tipperary in the Second World 
War. He was subsequently parish priest at SS Peter & 
Paul in Combe Down and served as school governor for 
several years in the 1980s and 1990s. He celebrated 
his Platinum Jubilee (70 years) as a priest last year. 
To honour the occasion, a special concelebrated 
Mass took place at St. Joseph’s Home, Bristol. Family 
members gathered from Ireland, Canada and different 
parts of the UK and Mattie received a special blessing 
from Pope Francis. In his homily, Mattie reminded the 
congregation that on his ordination day three others 
were ordained with him: “I am the only one alive, I don’t 
know why”. 

As well as his service to the school, Mattie did much 
pastoral work in the Clifton diocese and chaired the 
Diocesan Liturgical Commission for several years. 

Edmund McCurley 
(PPA 1941)

Edmund Thomas McCurley passed away peacefully, with his wife and sons by his side, at 
Leicester Royal Infirmary on 12th December 2018, aged 94. His last visit to College was 
on the occasion of his 90th birthday in July 2014, when he arrived with his wife Patricia, 
sons Anthony and Sean, daughters-in-law and four grandchildren. 

John Drake (PPA 1948)
John Drake went up to Cambridge from Prior and studied metallurgy, 
a subject in which he subsequently made a career as a teacher. In 
retirement, he lived in Sutton Coldfield. He had recently visited Prior 
with his daughter Lucy.

Edward Brooks 
(PPA 1946)

Edward Francis Brooks, known to 
all as Ted, died in February 2018. 
He was the eldest of six children, 
five of whom went to PPC, 
Michael (PPA 1947), John (PPA 
1950), Francis (PPA 1954) and 
Peter (PPA 1954). 

Ted qualified as a doctor in 1954 
and spent the next two years on 
national service at El Adem in North Africa. He returned to Barts to 
do his year as a houseman, during which time he met and married 
Janet, a nurse. The marriage lasted until his death. 

They settled in the village of Highcliffe, Hampshire, where they had 
three children and where Ted worked as a GP. The onset of glaucoma 
in his sixties stopped him from driving (essential in a country practice) 
and he retired much earlier than he would have liked. 

Ted was a keen fisherman, played bridge with Janet, played golf 
with other doctors at Burley in the New Forest and also on a number 
of occasions attended the Old Boys’ annual golf reunion, one year 
attending with three of his brothers.

At Ted’s funeral, his son Nicholas said: “My dad was a lovely man. My 
dad was a gentle man. My dad was a gentleman. “ 
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Dermot Murray (PPA 1957)

Dermot’s brother Michael writes: Dermot 
grew up on Merseyside with my mother 
during the Blitz. They were frightening 
times, but also I suspect exciting times 
for a youngster - with bombsites to play 
in and no paternal authority. The return of 
both peace and our dad was unsettling and 
Dermot was later to say that he became 
a difficult child. His time at Prior not only 
helped to restore order to his life but laid 
the foundation of his lifelong Catholic faith. 
He loved Prior and thrived academically, 
going on to study medicine at Liverpool 
University. 

After further medical training, he joined 
the RAMC, which was always his great 
love. He was RMO with the Cheshire 
Regiment serving in Northern Ireland at the 
beginning of the troubles. He then took the 
MRCP exam and became a consultant in 
genitourinary medicine. 

During the 1970’s Dermot met Betty, a 
serving OARANC officer. Thus began a 
long and happy partnership. She tolerated 
a growing number of hedgehog-related 

a r t e f a c t s 
as well  as 
Dermot’s vast 
collection of 
books as they 
set up house 
successively 
in Germany, 
London and 
Derby. 

Dermot was promoted to Lt Col and left 
the army in 1983 to become a consultant 
in Derby. He joined the Rotary Club and the 
Catenians, where he was president in 1998. 
He worked tirelessly for wildlife projects 
and was founder member and trustee of 
the British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
(BHPS). 

He was Eucharistic Minister at his local 
church for many years and he received the 
Benemerenti over ten years ago. He also 
became a trustee of the Padley Centre, a 
local charity for the homeless. He died in 
April at the age of 80. 

James Coelho (PPA 1959)

James John Anthony Coelho, known to 
all as Jim, was one of the small group of 
alumni who were instrumental in saving 
the school after the Christian Brothers 
withdrew in 1981.

Jim was born in Funchal, Madeira, in 
November 1940. Jim’s mother, Mercedes, 
and his five older siblings had been 
evacuated there from Gibraltar. After their 
return, Jim started at the Loreto Convent 
School and later went to the Sacred Heart 
Grammar (now the site of PPS Gibraltar). 

At Prior, Jim set his sights on joining the 
army. Travelling to Bristol to take his CCF 
exams, he met Rosemary Gagg at a bus 
stop. Four years his senior, she worked 
for the BBC in Bristol and had grown up in 
Combe Down. In August 1962, they married. 
Shortly after, they moved to Germany 
where Jim, now an officer in the Royal 
Artillery, was stationed.

Jim left the army and started his civilian 
career in packaging, anything from boxes 
for Aberdeen fishermen to Pringles tubes. 
He and Rosemary moved to Wick near 
Bristol, where Anthony was born in 1963 
and Elizabeth (Libby) in 1965. Libby had 
severe learning difficulties and this meant 
that some tough decisions had to be made 
about her care when Christopher came 
along in 1968. 

I n  h i s 
career, Jim 
moved on 
to bottling 
and  keg 
so lut ions 
f o r  t h e 
b r e w i n g 
i n d u s t r y, 
before, in the late 1980s, getting into card 
technology. In 1991, he was one of the 
founders of Barnes International, which 
is still a leader in smart-card technology. 

Jim and Rosemary moved to Keevil in 1995 
and Libby was moved to the White Horse 
Care Trust home in Pewsey, for which Jim 
became an active advocate. 

The house in Keevil having become too 
much of a burden and with Rosemary now 
in a nursing home, Jim spent his last years 
in Bradford-on-Avon. There he suffered a 
stroke from which he never fully recovered. 
He was later diagnosed with a form of 
pancreatic cancer. 

Jim, who chose to be buried in Keevil 
along with Libby, who died in 2009, 
leaves Rosemary, his sons Anthony (PPA 
1981) and Christopher (PPA 1986), his 
grandchildren Emily, Bee, Mattias and 
Carolyn, and his last surviving sister 
Carmen in Gibraltar. 

Philip de Souza  
(PPA 1962)

Phil died in Airdrie, Alberta, in October 
2018, holding the hand of Jacky, his wife 
of 54 years. The mourners at his funeral, 
while attempting (and failing) to finish 
off his enormous collection of whiskies, 
were regaled with stories about his days 
at Prior, including the time he climbed around the clerestory in the 
chapel. As well as Jacky, he leaves behind his children Therese and 
Andrew, and grandchildren Kaden, Andreas and Alexander. 

Patrick Gregory  
(PPA 1958)

At Prior, Patrick established a new 
under-17, county high jump record of 
5’ 9”. He was selected to represent 
Somerset in the All-England Schools 
Championships and competed in the 
Students’ International Athletic Festival 
at Louvain. He was awarded the Morgan Medal and was a worthy 
Victor Ludorum.

He had a career in business, spending more than 30 years with Calor 
Gas, of which he was a director.

Many years were spent overseas. When he retired, he lived in Spain 
with his second wife Jo and children from both marriages. A quiet, 
uncomplicated man, he had many friends and founded a diners club 
in Sotogrande, as he had done in Pakistan and previously in England. 

He died on 20th June after having been diagnosed with cancer of the 
kidney a few months earlier. 

Colin Tucker  
(PPA 1960)

Colin was born in 1941 in Dar-Es-Salaam 
and spent his childhood in Jamaica and 
Kenya. He came to the UK with his family 
in the 1950s, attending Prior for the sixth-
form. He went on to study geography 
at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, 
graduating in 1963. Having always had 
an interest in drama, Colin took a one-
year diploma at Manchester University’s drama department, which 
was run at the time by the legendary Stephen Joseph. 

Colin worked for the BBC as a script editor in radio before moving across 
to TV drama. His first job as producer was on the original Poldark series 
in 1977. Thereafter, he produced a number of acclaimed TV dramas 
including Portrait of a Marriage, The Secret Agent and Henri. He was 
BAFTA-nominated for Amongst Women in 1998. 

In 1999, Colin left TV production to run screen writing courses, most 
notably at the Munich Film School. In 2000, he joined the London 
Film School where he was a much-loved course tutor and mentor. In 
retirement, Colin gained distinctions in two MAs, in architectural theory 
and in creative writing. He wrote right up to the end of his life and in 
his last days completed his first novel. He died in August 2018 and is 
survived by Sarah, his wife of 52 years, his three daughters and eight 
grandchildren. 
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Anthony Tarleton (PPA 1970)

Brian O’Brien writes: Roly Tarleton passed away on 
25th April. He had been ill for some time. I first met 
him at primary school in Bristol. We both attended 
St Anthony`s Preparatory school followed by St 
Brendan`s College and finally Prior Park in 1965. I 
spent many a weekend with Roly and his family in 
Bristol during those early days. His father, a well 
respected GP in the Lawrence Weston area, had a 
surgery and waiting room with a full-sized snooker 
table which we made great use of. 

At Prior, Rol tended to favour the arts and was known 
for his impromptu guitar sessions in the dormitory, 

with accompanying lyric sheets for the sing-along. 
He was also a keen marksman and was a member of 
the Prior shooting team. In lower-sixth, Rol managed 
to smuggle a hand-painted black and yellow vintage 
Ford Anglia back to Prior for late evening excursions 
around the neighbourhood. Rol was very creative and 
something of a rebel, with a great sense of fun and 
adventure which was much appreciated by his friends 
at school.

After Prior, he went to the University of Wales, Bangor, 
where he studied psychology and obtained a PhD.  
It was during this time that he met his wife Judy.  

They later moved to the United States, where Roly 
pursued an academic career, obtaining a professorship. 
Wales, however, reclaimed him and they set up 
home once more in Treoes in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
There, Roly started his own business specialising in 
occupational health assessment. He developed a 
psychological disability scale, which he patented. 

I met Rol and Judy again in Cardiff in 2015 during the 
Rugby World Cup when we discussed old times over 
a pint. He is survived by Judy and their children Luke 
and Lydia and their families. 

Charles 
Beatson 
(PPA 1974)

C a l l u m  B e a t s o n 
writes: My father, 
Charles Beatson, was 
a frequent visitor to 
Prior Park. When he 
was a lad he enjoyed many (troublesome) years 
there, and he never forgot the antics he would 
pull with his fellow schoolboys. He told me stories 
of climbing through the chapel rafters and roller-
skating around the campus corridors. He told me 
of the less-than-stellar meals provided for all the 
boys and how they’d sneak off to cook baked beans 
in a fire pit. 

Charles worked for 39 years with the railways, 
in the UK with Scotrail and British Rail. After 
privatisation in 1994, he took severance and headed 
out to the USA to train as a commercial airline pilot. 
However, he went back into the railways and ended 
up working for Amtrak, training their drivers in the 
Pacific North West area. 

He settled down in Washington State in the 
Northwest corner of the USA, which is where my 
three sisters and I grew up. In the summer of 2015, 
he surprised us all when he took his eldest, Bridget, 
on a graduation trip to the UK to see Prior Park 
and the roots and passions of a young English boy. 
Two years later, he did the same for the next in line, 
Jocelyn. One year more, in 2018, it was my turn. It 
was a pleasure to see the beautiful gardens and 
endless stone hallways that are forever imprinted 
on my mind.

Our father’s only regret was that he wasn’t able 
to take the youngest, Keira, on the same trip. (The 
three of us older siblings plan to take her on that 
journey when she is 18.) 

Living, for Charlie, had been a struggle this past 
year. A small burden can be taken off us all knowing 
that he is no longer suffering to breathe. 

He was the most honest and benevolent person I 
have ever met. To his friends and family: he loves 
you all and he would never want you to forget that, 
ever. 

Peter Milne (PPA 1971)

Peter David Milne was head boy 1970-71. Born in 
Upminster to parents David and Eileen and the second 
of three boys - Andrew (PPA 1967) and Malcolm (PPA 
1972) were both educated at Prior - Peter took a very 
full part in everything College offered, representing 
the school in rugby, hockey and athletics.

After graduating from the University of East Anglia, Peter 
taught at several schools in Norwich. He also helped out 
with drama, being instrumental in converting a disused 
building at one of his schools into a working theatre.

Peter then moved to work in the East End of London, at 
a community theatre and with a touring theatre group, 
Theatre Van, visiting schools around the Essex area 
and working with young performers. 

He returned to teaching, rising to deputy head. It 
was during this period that he met Bernie, his wife. 
They had two children, Sinead and Ronan. The family 

eventually settled in 
Sligo, Bernie’s homeland.

Following his initial 
d i a g n o s i s ,  P e t e r 
committed himself to 
fundraising for the 
Sligo Cancer Support 
Centre. After a period 
of  remission,  his 
cancer returned and he 
died on February 27th 
2019, at the age of 66, 
surrounded by his family. 
He was cremated after 
a humanist service at 
Lakeland Crematorium, 
Cavan. 

Andrew Zulver (PPA 1974)

Andrew Hunter writes: 
Andrew was the only son 
of Louis and Molly Zulver, 
making him half-Dutch 
and half-English. He was 
raised in Warwickshire, 
near Stratford upon Avon. 

He had two sisters, Cornelia and Philly. 

After school, Andrew studied graphic design at Bristol 
and forged a career in that field. He was passionate 
about his work. Even today you can see vans driving 
around London with Andrew’s branding, looking as 
clean and fresh as it did when first delivered. 

Andrew didn’t meet the great love of his life, Allyn, until 
he was in his mid-thirties. I was privileged to be at the 
dinner party in Marlow where that fateful meeting took 
place. They were married in January 1992. Paige was born 
just over a year later, followed by Imy two years after that.

Apart from his family, his friends and his work, Andrew 
loved dogs and karate. He was a third Dan black belt 
and it was his old karate mates who carried him into the 

church for the funeral. (Not many messed with Andrew. 
Three would-be muggers had a go at him in Bermondsey; 
he walked away with phone, briefcase and watch intact 
and his head held high.) 

Andrew was considered and considerate, with a warm 
sense of humour. Always with a twinkle in his eye and a 
winning smile, he owed much to his hero Sean Connery. 
(His punchlines invariably featured the mention of Mish 
Moneypenny.) 

Several years ago, little by little the worrying signs 
of things not being quite right began to manifest 
themselves and raised difficult questions for his 
nearest and dearest. Four years ago, he was diagnosed 
with progressive supra nuclear palsy, for which there 
is no cure. The impact was understandably profound. 

Yet this horrendous setback elicited the very best in 
Andrew’s character. He never complained and did 
everything he could to make life as easy as possible 
for his family and those looking after him. 

He was still laughing to the end. He loved his family 
as his family loved him and he will be greatly missed. 
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Other deaths 
John Radford (PPA 1956)
Finbar Dodd (PPA 2011), died November 2018
Anna Grayson (former governor, 
The Paragon), died March 2019
Joy Thomas (widow of former PPC PE teacher, 
Mostyn Thomas), right, died February 2019

James Stratton (PPA 1989)
Honor Stratton, James’ sister, writes: To James I would say, “I remember 
how you lived life to the full and travelled through Europe, Africa, Asia, 
North and South America and New Zealand. That you completed Iron 
Man in some unbelievably quick time and represented Great Britain 
in the world champs – twice, once with Dad. That you were happiest 
on your bike or with a backpack on your back or hiking with Dad and 
Jerum in the Pyrenees. That we shared a flat, and we went on holiday 
together and we even weirdly shared a water bed in Las Vegas. That 
you were successful in every aspect of your life and were in love with 
a beautiful girl who adored you. That you were unbelievably ethical, 
passionate about the environment and darned your socks because 
you hated consumerism. That you did brilliantly at university and that 
just last week Dad was saying how proud he was of you, that you had 
exceeded all his expectations at Durham and beyond. And Mum told 
you what a privilege it was to have you as her son. In the report of 
the First XV it describes you at scrum-half as 

‘brave and committed’. You have been so brave. 
Your courage is unfathomable. Not once have 
you complained through this illness. Not once. 
You were the best son, brother, uncle, godfather, 
confidant and friend that anyone could hope for.”

James Stratton, one of four siblings educated at 
Prior, the others being Jeremy (PPA 1992), Honor 
(PPA 1987) and Julian (PPA 1986), born in May 
1971, died of cancer in June 2019 at the age of 48.

Mostyn and Joy Thomas

Keith Power (PPA 1979)
After emigrating to Australia in 1987, 
Keith had a radical career change at the 
age of 30, going from MLS manager to 
professional journalist. He edited two 
executive magazines in Australasia and, in 
a freelance capacity, contributed features, 
news stories and columns to a wide range 
of business, technology and general interest 
publications.

His work has been used on MBA courses 
and other training programs. He tutored 
in writing, business and management, 

ran a media 
e d u c a t i o n 
service, judged 
software and 
i n d u s t r i a l 
design awards, 
and frequently 
hosted and 
presented at conferences and other events. 

Brother of Bernard, Robert, Rosemary and 
Barbara, he died in December 2018 at the 
age of 58. 

Euan Grant (PPA 2010)
Earlier this year we were notified by his wife, Geraldine, that Euan “Hughie” 
Grant had died in March after some months in hospital. Former Warrant 
Officer Class 1, Hughie served from 1965 to 1988 successively with 200 
Provost Company, 3 Division Provost Unit, 16 Parachute Brigade, 177 
Provost Company, 16 Army Youth Team, 113 Provost Company, RMPTC 
Close Protection Wing, 101 Provost Company and 174 Provost Company. 
Hughie’s funeral took place at the Vale Royal Crematorium, Northwich.

Christian 
McDonagh (PPA 1987) 
Richard Spilsbury (PPA 1987) writes: 
Christian was the most gentle and kind 
person. His funeral was packed and old 
friends from Prior lined the pews at the 
beautiful service at St Mary’s in Bath. 
Known fondly by friends and family as Chewie (a Star Wars reference 
occasioned by his lanky frame and floppy hair), Christian battled with 
addiction first to drugs and then to alcohol. Despite repeated efforts 
by family and friends - lifelong friend from Prior, Peter Hayward, would 
check in every couple of months to make sure Christian’s life was on 
track - he lost the fight. A multitude of related illnesses finally took 
his life. The eulogy, given by his brother David, was moving and raw. 

Gerard Thwaites (PPA 1974)
In February, Commodore Gerry Thwaites 
died suddenly of a suspected heart attack 
at the age of 64. 

After six years at Prior, Gerry spent a year 
at Fareham College to gain additional 
qualifications. For the next two years 
he pondered on what direction to take, 
meanwhile doing a stint with Shell. Then in 
1975, he followed his father’s footsteps and 
joined the Royal Navy.

He stayed with the navy for the next 34 
years, focusing on maritime operations, 
training and recruitment. During this time, 
he was posted to the nuclear submarine 
base at Faslane in Scotland, where he met 
Barbara, a Wren. They married soon after.

Towards the end of his career, he held two 
command positions, including director of 
naval recruiting and commandant of the 
Defence College of Electromechanical 
Engineering. He eventually achieved 

the  rank  o f 
commodore. He 
resigned from 
the Royal Navy in 
2007 to pursue a 
business career 
and started his 
own consultancy 
shortly thereafter.

Before leaving the navy, Gerry and his family 
moved to Cookham Dean. Here he played an 
active role in the local community. 

In the last five years, Gerry organised 
an annual get-together of old Prior Park 
contemporaries in London. He took over this 
role from Andrew Zulver, who had stepped 
down following a decline in his health. 
(Andrew attended Gerry’s funeral, but sadly 
died himself a couple of weeks later.)

Gerry leaves Babs and three daughters, 
Melissa, Aimee and Kit. 

Memorial service for  
Sinead Maya (PPA 2010) 
In September 2018 the Class of 2010 came out in 
force to celebrate the life of Sinead Maya (PPA 2010), 
as did old friends from Cricklade and from her times 
in Berlin, Brussels and France. The Mass was led by 
Father Malcolm Smeaton, who knew her well. Roland 
Robertson played a medley of all Sinead’s music exam 
pieces during Communion. After Mass, the Academy Hall 
was packed and silence was called by Freddie Searight (a friend since Cricklade) who took 
on the role of master of ceremonies. He led the reflections by reading a poignant poem, 
Le Papillon by Alphonse de Lamartine. Then Natasha Baer showed the musical video that 
she had created with the angelic sounds of Sinead singing over images of Bath, Bristol and 
Prior. The room was silent as Sophie Williams (long time friend from Nursery) reflected 
on the bond of friendship that was never shaken, even though schools and geography kept 
them physically apart. Then Dr Giles Mercer, former headmaster, took to the floor. With 
his uncanny knack of getting it absolutely right and faltering with emotion, he summed 
up Sinead’s vibrant and sensitive character perfectly. Maryse, Sinead’s mother, read the 
final poem. People stayed and reminisced for many hours and finally the tears slowed 
and laughter was heard in the house in which Sinead had had so many happy times. 
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Gifts for alumni and families
Denis Clarke (former deputy head) retired in 2015 and could not go quietly into the night, so 
when JMOC asked him to update The Phoenix - the book on the history of the college by former 
staffer, Father Peter Cornwell - he accepted the challenge willingly. Denis has done a great job, 
bringing the story up to the present day. The Phoenix is available at £24.99 including postage. Also 
available: crystal paperweight £45.00 (dimensions 120x60x60mm), T-bar cufflinks £35.00, bone 
china trinket box £12.00 (dimensions 85mm diameter), woollen cricket caps £25.00, wooden wine 
presentation box (no wine) £28.00, Peter Brown limited edition print Frost and Shadows £200 each, 
photo box with paper notelets £50.00. Please contact Carole in the alumni office for orders and shipping 
costs. 01225 835353 ext 244 or ppa@thepriorfoundation.com 

(Thanks to current student Leo McCurdie Upper 6 Clifford for the photos.)

The name tags helped
Simon Morgan (PPA 1975) writes: The annual 
autumn get together, previously known as the 
Veteran’s Lunch but now, mercifully, renamed 
the Mansion Lunch, took place last October 
and this time the format was somewhat 
different, with attendees being treated to 
an address in the chapel by Dr David Carr. 
David had been the school’s doctor for 25 
years, a period spanning the latter part the 
Christian Brothers’ era and the first part of 
the lay administration. As well as being the 
doctor, he is the parent of Matt (PPA 1985) 
and grandparent of Archie (PPA 2020). He 
had many amusing and interesting anecdotes 
to impart.

After his address, over 60 attendees, 
representing year groups from 1937 to 1981, 
made their way back to a reception in the 
Mansion. As always, it was a most convivial 
affair with not a few participants meeting 
each other for the first time for many years. 
You could see them eyeing each other, like 
nervous novices on their first blind date. 
Is that you? Can it be you? Yes, it is you! 
Fortunately, the name tags helped, as long 
as one’s vision was up to reading them.

Nostalgia is a powerful emotion and whilst 
we sat there like retired Roman legionaries, 
figuratively stripping back our sleeves to 

compare battle scars, I think all of us were 
aware that the school today is vastly superior 
to the institution that we attended.

As ever, there was the sad litany of those  
to whom we had to say a final farewell,  

read out to us by Barry Plews (PPA 1958). 

Lunch over, we all started to drift off in our 
separate ways. As we took our farewells, 
there were the usual promises to keep in 
touch, swapping of cards and addresses and 
a final joke and reminisce. The phrase “we 
must do this again” was often heard. 

Well, you can do it again. This year’s 
lunch is on Saturday, 12th October and Sir 
Adrian Beamish (PPA 1956), former British 
Ambassador to Mexico, will be addressing 
us. It is a most enjoyable event and you never 
know who you might bump into.

Mansion Lunch

The Gossip Bowl

David Carr with 
Vivienne Liu.

Mostyn and Joy Thomas



40 www.priorparkalumni.com

Alumni volunteers

Christopher Lennon (PPA 1964) The 
Accidental Ex-Pat was the title for the talk 
that Christopher and special guest Razor, 

a retired explosives sniffer dog, gave to a 
general studies sixth-form session. Twelve 
years in South Africa and then seven years 
in Kabul certainly gave Chris authority. The 
audience collectively chuckled when he 
said that private school children always do 
well in prison because they were so used 
to being locked up and sharing facilities. 
Kabul was certainly a testament to that 
style of living. The impressive knowledge 
that Christopher shared with the sixth-
formers was overwhelming in its complexity, 
detailing tribal and nationalistic differences, 
the emergence of the Taliban and the effects 
of the jihad. He spoke of the fate of women 
in the community and their disappearing role 

from public view, girls only being educated 
until they hit puberty, not allowed to walk on 
the streets to do tasks like shopping, being 
married off at young ages into the family to 
keep the tribal links strong. He ended the 
talk on an optimistic note, saying that within 
the audience’s lifetime Afghanistan will 
find peace and it will be the most beautiful 
location for tourism.

Alice Maddicott (PPA 1996) visited College 
at the end of June to run a creative writing 
workshop as part of the college’s sponsorship 
of the Bath Children’s Literature Festival. 

Mark Gallen (PPA 1985) made a video to 
promote the 30th anniversary of the Fisher 
Road Relay with stalwarts Denis Clarke and 
Paul Fisher (after whom the race is named). 
On a very wet, rainy afternoon, Mark, a 
current parent, gave freely of his time and 
a colleague’s camerawork to put together a 
very clever video.

# givingback
The contribution of alumni to the life of the school mostly goes unremarked. Here we 
highlight just some of PPAs who have given their time to College in the past year.

Above: Thomas Brass (PPA 1998), EMMY-
award winning Creative Director of Jellyfish 
Pictures, came to talk at the Inspire 
Conference last October. Tom spoke about 
his journey from GCSE Art through to working 
on feature films such as Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story and animated series like Dennis 
and Gnasher: Unleashed. He also helped with 
an art demonstration for students. 

Alistair Osment (PPA 2008) and Iheuk Duru 
(PPA 2008) have offered to talk to students 
about their careers. Alistair is with the Royal 
Engineers while Iheuk is a surgeon.

The first speaker at the Inspire conference 
was Anne-Marie Jenkins (neé Mould, PPA 
2003), managing director of The Wedding 
Shop, the UK’s leading wedding list company. 
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David Thomas (PPA 1980) spoke to the 
Headmaster’s Academic Society in January, 
averring that “beauty is more beguiling as 
the scale of magnification increases”. Prof 
Thomas, head of oceanic sciences at Bangor 
University, spoke of the “eureka” moment 
when, as a second-year student of Liverpool 
University, he looked through a microscope 
at a DIATOM and became mesmerised by 
the intricate patterns, the symmetry, and the 
art that is in science. He had been inspired to 
take marine biology by Jacques Costeau, the 
dare-devil diver who filmed in the deep seas 
for the first time. David’s time at Prior was 
more about rugby than academia and he left 
with just one A-level. He re-took his A-levels 
before going on to study marine biology.

Following the request posted by the chairman 
of the governors in the last edition of The 
Gossip Bowl, Noel Robinson (PPA 1997) has 
offered his services as a tech savvy PPA who 
could help the college upgrade its IT. James 
Haworth (PPA 1999) made a similar offer 
and spent several days helping out with an IT 
review. James has also umpired at both Old 
Boys’ and Old Girls’ hockey matches.

Actress Hettie Hobbs (PPA 2008) agreed to 
be contacted by students after she featured 
in GB 2018. 

Izzie Sully 2011, now working at Land and 
Wave, came to talk to students about outdoor 
instructor training as an alternative to a gap 
year or university at the bi-annual careers fair 
June 2019. Izzie is pictured here with staff 
member Malcolm Bond (PPA 1995).

In March, Kieran Kelly (PPA 2015) talked 
to an assembly of over 300 students 
about testicular cancer and how it can 
be identified. A student ambassador for 
Oddballs Foundation, he held a frank and 
open discussion with upper-fifth and sixth-
form boys and girls in the Big School Room.

Harry Palmer (PPA 2015) gave a frank and 
entertaining talk at General Studies about 
his journey to being a pro sportsman. A 
professional triathlete, he spoke of the 
dedication and single-mindedness of his 
solo journey, remembering how he used to 
get up at 5am to swim alone. Photo credit: 
@harryandchris 

Anthony West (PPA 1971) gave a Skype 
session with Upper 5 about his career in 
computers. Anthony, now living in San 
Jose, obtained his BSc in computers and 
cybernetics from the University of Kent 
in 1974 and completed his PhD on LAN 
Technology at Queen Mary College, London, 
in 1980. Following work with IBM Research in 
Switzerland, Tony emigrated to the States in 
1981 and currently works with Cisco Systems.

Juliette Eden (PPA 2013), currently a 
paralegal at a law firm called CMS, working 
in their Bristol office, has invited Prior 
students to apply for her firm’s Solicitor 
Apprenticeship Programme. They plan 
to have six apprentices joining the firm in 
September 2019 across London, Bristol and 
Manchester.

Phil Naidoo (PPA 2002) agreed to be 
contacted by Ben Tometzki (PPA 2013) to 
offer advice about becoming a flying doctor. 
Phil was featured in the very dramatic report 
in GB 2018 of the day in the life of a flying 
doctor and has been contacted by several 
inspired medics as a result. 

Tell it like it is corner
From The Gossip Bowl, 1938:

 “Tomkyns was in Fifth at the time and it is due to historic veracity to admit that even 

in the year of his captaincy the dramatis persona of that form had the reputation 

of being as varied as the cargo in the Ark. Fifth were said to be sui generis in all 

schools, a shell-backed lot of poor reputation with masters, and yet possessed 

with the self-delusion of being a constellation of First Magnitudes. Let us hope they 

have reformed and that they are now, not only in the matter of school discipline, 

but in studious habits, and every propriety of manners and etiquette, rivals to the 
immaculate Sixth.” Ouch!



42 www.priorparkalumni.com

PPA update

Alumni choir
Twenty-four alumni returned on the first Sunday of Advent to sing with the Senior Chapel 
Choir. Together they commemorated the alumni lost during the year. And they did them 
proud. The relatives in the congregation were truly moved. A relative of Anthony “Joe” 
Good (PPA 1962) said: “I found the Mass this morning very moving and it was beneficial 
for me being back in the chapel where Joe had been both an altar boy and choir member 
all those years ago. Finally I was able to say goodbye to him in an appropriate way.” 
Roland Robertson, director of music, was overwhelmed with the response. The music 
that emanated from the chapel can only be described as heavenly. 

We already have the date for 2019, again the first Sunday of Advent (1st December, 2019) 
and the hope is that you will tell your friends and spread the word. If you have a good 
voice, sign up now. The experience is unforgettable. 

Genders Art Prize
The William Genders Art Prize was 
awarded to Sophia Thorpe. The citation 
reads: “Sophia approached Form 4 art 
with enthusiasm this year, demonstrating 
a keen interest in the subject and a good 
working knowledge of the processes 
explored in class. She responded well 
to artist references that were presented 
to her and as a result she worked 
independently to produce a successful 
series of outcomes as a response to 
a project on Cubism”. With grateful 
thanks to Robert Genders (PPA 1970) 
who donates this prize in memory of his 
beloved brother, William (PPA 1966). 

Last year the PPA made no gap year 
awards, there being no applications. This 
year, it was a different story. We treat the 
year-group as adults: deadlines are not a 
moveable feast, excuses are not acceptable 
and only applications that come in on time 
are considered. Those applications that had 
not bothered to join the PPA community 
online were at a disadvantage. This year, 
there was such a variety of projects planned 
that it made it extremely challenging to 
choose the winners. We invited the most 
promising applicants to interview. One 
of the first questions asked was, what are 
you doing to make this happen regardless 
of any potential contribution from the PPA? 
When someone is passionate about a cause 
it makes it easy to believe that they will do 
this with or without your help. Teaching 
was high on the agendas this year, in South 
Africa, Cambodia, New Delhi, Bali, Vietnam 
and Ecuador. Two boys are travelling together 
and have already signed up with volunteer 
organisations in India, to spend months 
working in orphanages and with street 
children. In the event, six awards were made, 
using funds carried forward from 2018. We 
look forward to reading their reports in next 
year’s Gossip Bowl.

Gap year awards

PPA Music Award
The Prior Park Association Cup for 
Outstanding Contribution to Music rewards 
commitment to music of all kinds throughout 
the College. This year’s winner is a fine 
flautist, an able saxist and a dedicated and 
reliable choral singer who has given long and 
distinguished service to Prior Park music. She 
is Katie Mallet (PPA 2019).

The Prior Park Association Medal
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Other notable dates
2021: 40 years since the Christian Brothers 

departed

2030: 200 years since school first opened

2019
Friday 6 September  
PPA Old Girls Hockey – Hannah Rokkas. 
5pm start

Saturday 7 September  
PPA Committee Meeting with Year group 
reps in Bury Sports Centre

Class of 2009 – 10 year reunion – Fi 
Rae and Jonny Neville (2pm tour and 
refreshments here then off site for 
dinner)

Saturday 14 September  
Class of 1984, 35 year reunion- Nick 
Mumar (On site dinner)

Friday 11 October  
Class of 1979 Reunion – 40 years – 
Christopher Liu (off site dinner)

Saturday 12 October 
Mansion Lunch (over 55’s) in Academy 
Hall

Sunday 10 November 
Remembrance Sunday service 10.45 am

Sunday 1 December 
Alumni Choir

Wednesday 11 December 
Carol Service at 7pm (refreshments in 
the Mansion after event)

2020
Sunday 5 January 
Old Boys’ Hockey Old Girls’ Netball

Monday 23 to Friday 27 March 
Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s tournament

Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 June  
Class of 1969/1970 – 50 year reunion - 
Simon Beck and Tony Bury

Sunday 14 June 
Old Boys’ Cricket

Saturday 3 October  
Mansion Lunch (over 55’s) in Academy 
Hall

Honouring the most deserving

During the Christian Brothers’ era the 
PPA annually awarded a handsome 
bronze medal that was presented at 
Speech Day to the departing pupil who 
had been deemed to have had the most 
successful school career. As such, as far 
as I can recall, it was presented to the 
most recently departed Head Boy. 

My plan is that the restored medal be 
awarded annually at Speech Day not to 
a departing pupil but to a member of 
the Association deemed to be the most 
deserving. Now, why do I want to do this? 

In my view the aim of the medal is to bring 
to the general notice of the school and 
the PPA an alumnus whose achievements 
most particularly exemplify those values 
and principles that Prior Park Schools are 
seeking to instil into their pupils. This is 
with a view to: 

a)  acting as an inspiration to current 
pupils and alumni 

b)  honouring the efforts of an alumnus 
whose exploits might otherwise go 
unrecognised

c)  honouring, by association, the PPA.

I believe that the qualifications for 
selection are as set out in the Prior Park 
Schools website, namely: consideration, 
compassion, kindness and service. Please 
note that for someone to demonstrate 
these qualities does not necessarily 
mean that they will have also achieved 
significant financial or career success. 
A person who has been toiling away 

in a modestly paid job in a charity or 
some such is as likely to be deserving 
of selection as a captain of industry – 
perhaps more so. Please note also that 
I have excluded any specifically religious 
element from the selection criteria. 
How are we to select the recipient? Well 
that is largely down to you. Based upon 
the selection criteria, I invite you all to 
nominate the person you feel is most 
deserving. Nominate yourself if you 
want to! In your e-mail tell us who you 
are nominating, the years he or she was 
at Prior and your reasons for nominating 
them. 

A shortlist will be presented to the PPA 
Committee in time for the members to 
vote in the January committee meeting. 
Once the recipient is announced, he or she 
will be invited to attend a presentation on 
Speech Day or at the Mansion Lunch in 
the autumn. 

There will, of course, be a full report on 
the recipient and the reasons for the 
award in The Gossip Bowl.

So over to you. I hope you will consider 
this a positive development and get 
involved. I am looking forward to hearing 
from you.

Contact Carole by 1st November 2019 at:  
ppa@thepriorfoundation.com
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By Simon Morgan (PPA 1975)

The Prior Park Association Medal

 Consideration, 
compassion, kindness and 
service.
“ “

 I invite you all to 
nominate the person you feel 
deserving.
“ “
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